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OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE 
GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA 
WHOSE JURISDICTION COVERS 

CALIFORNIA, NEVADA  AND 
KLAMATH COUNTY IN OREGON

DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY

IL LEONE
Message 

From the State 
President

State President
Barbara Wisniewski

News from the 
Central

Pauline Richmond
State First Vice President

News from the 
North
Louis Lodi

State Third Vice President

I hope you are all staying 
cool and smoke free.   Ken 
and I have missed many Reno 
Aces games because of the un-
healthy air.  We are hoping to 
get to the rest before the sea-
son is over.

Ken and I visited the Gold 
Country Lodge #2705 to cele-
brate their 25th Anniversary, 
with President Jim Silveira, 
First Lady Barbara and so 
many of their officers and 
members.  The food and com-
pany were wonderful.

I want to remind every-
one that, as President, I would 
like to attend all your events.  
Unfortunately, that is not pos-
sible but if you send me an 
invitation and copy the Grand 
Lodge, we can try to get me 
there.  I especially want to at-
tend your meetings so I can 
meet our members.  Please let 
me know when you are going 
to initiate new members so I 
can try to make it.  Again, just 
copy my invite to the Grand 
Lodge so Recording Secretary, 
Lori Rossi, can assist me in 
keeping some kind of sched-
ule.

I hope you are all sending 
in your stubs and money for 
our Italian Heritage/Colum-
bus tickets for a winner every 
day in October.  Lots of win-
ners and lots of money to give 
away.  You have to be in it to 
win it.
20 weekdays at $25.00 each
Columbus Day $500.00
Halloween $200.00
4 Saturdays at $100.00 each
5 Sundays at 50.00 each

We are working on some 
other fundraising efforts that 

we hope you will support.  
The Trustees have come up 
with some ideas that they are 
going to implement.

Our Recording Secretary, 
Lori, has saved us a lot of 
money taking over the duties 
of the Office Manager during 
COVID.  It is now becoming 
“business as usual” and we 
can’t get by with a part-time 
Manager.  I am working on 
finding and hiring a full-time 
Office Manager and a part-
time staff person.  We need 
our Recording Secretary to 
concentrate on that task.

I am excited to announce 
that I will be hosting month-
ly Zoom meetings with our 
Grand Lodge Presidents.  
These meetings are complete-
ly voluntary, and I hope that 
we will use them to share our 
experiences.  We only get to-
gether at Conventions and 
there is not enough time to 
share information.

I attended the National 
Convention in Jersey City, 
New Jersey on the 14th of 
August.  It was wonderful to 
see so many of our Sisters and 
Brothers again.  We opened 
the 57th Biennial Convention 
with our own Past President, 
Maria Fasio Pignate singing 
the National Anthem and the 
Italian National Anthem.

We elected the 38th Na-
tional President, Robert Bian-
chi Esq. of the Grand Lodge 
of New Jersey.  Robert was the 
First Vice-President under the 
Nancy DiFiore Quinn Admin-
istration.  

In addition to electing 
Robert A. Bianchi as National 
President, joining him are the 
following officers:
Joseph A. Boncore, Esq. of 
Massachusetts, National First 
Vice-President
Michael G. Polo of Con-
necticut, National Second 
Vice-President
Thom A. Lupo of New York, 
National Third Vice-President
Dr. Mark S. DeNunzio of Flori-
da, National Fourth Vice-Pres-
ident
Tony Bisceglia Anderson of 
Northwest, National Fifth 
Vice-President
Frank Gattuso, Esq of New 
Jersey, National Orator
John Saladino of Massachu-
setts, National Recording Sec-
retary

Dear Brothers and Sisters.
Hoping you are all well 

and safe. It has been a chal-
lenging year, but we have con-
tinued with satisfactory prog-
ress despite the difficulties.

We had our State Grand 
Convention, and installation 
of state officers. Lodges are 
back to holding their monthly 
meetings and planning lodge 
social events. 

Even with the COVID-19 
pandemic some good has 
come out of it with all the tech-
nology we had to learn to get 
thru this world crisis!

I am happy to announce 
that I am a National Delegate 
for the term 2021 – 2023 and 
will be attending the Nation-
al convention in Tampa, Fl. in 
October 2021.

National Chairman of the 
Electoral Committee, Past Na-
tional President Joseph Sci-
ame and committee members 
asked the delegates to attend 
on Saturday, July 17, 2021, a 
tutorial meeting at 11:00 am 
giving detailed instructions, 
and examples of how to use 
Zoom’s hand raising and vot-
ing function, so that when 
we met on August 14, 2021, 
we could have, nominations, 
elections and installation run 
smoothly.

 The National Delegates 
were advised that nomination, 
elections, and installation of 
officers would occur on Au-
gust 14, 2021. Delegates at-
tending used Zoom. Supreme 
Council voted to hold elec-
tions installations of officers 
in August, gavel the Conven-
tion into recess, and re-gavel 
the Convention back into ses-
sion in Tampa, Fl. this October 
2021.

On Sunday, June 27, 2021, 

Cont. on page 3Cont. on page 3

I want to take this oppor-
tunity to say that I did not 
realize how much this would 
help me become a better mem-
ber by taking this position. In 
talking to numerous members, 
I really see the dedication that 
many of our members have for 
the Sons and Daughters of Ita-
ly. Summer is almost over, and 
Fall is upon us. I hope all the 
Lodges are finding their way 
through this Pandemic safely. 
I’ve been in contact with most 
of our Lodges in the North 
and I find it exhilarating that 
the Lodges are getting togeth-
er and starting to plan func-
tions for the rest of the year. 
I hope the fires are starting to 
calm down and we can enjoy 
our lives again.

I want to give a shout out 
to my brothers and sisters es-
pecially Richard Negro, Pres-
ident of the Weed Lodge. We 
had a great conversation last 
month and I am looking for-
ward to going back to visit 
their Lodge. I’ve made a mul-
titude of friends over the years 
in OSDIA, but I just made a 
new one in Ernie Giono. He is 
a dedicated President of The 
Cesare Battisti Lodge in Peta-
luma. They have been trying to 
open their Lodge but because 
of the new strain of Covid 
they’ve had to postpone their 
August meeting. I’m sure they 
will have a September dinner.

In last month’s Il Leone, I 
mentioned “Just Ask.” Mem-
bership is the salvation of our 
organization. We need to grow 
to maintain and continue the 
success of our Lodges. There’s 
lots of Italian who would be 
interested in becoming mem-
bers if someone would “just 
ask” them.  I think one area to 
look at is small business own-
ers like restaurants and Delis 
and other small businesses. 
These people care about their 

Cont. on page 3

was the first meeting for the 
2021 – 2023 Council members. 
Our State President Barbara 
Fumosa Wiasniewski asked 
for suggestions to having 
fundraisers with the process 
made to support the Grand 
Lodge. My idea is having a 
“Columbus Day October Cal-
endar” raffle for the month 
of October, and it is “Italian 
Heritagussed for fundraisers. 
Having successful fundraisers 
will help support the Grand 
Lodge.

I received, an invitation 
from Lodge President Janey’ 
Leonardich of the Watsonville 
Lodge #2016, 7th Annual Bob 
Moresco Memorial chicken 
BBQ fundraiser, on Sunday, 
July 18, 2021. A delicious 
menu; BBQ ½ chicken, bee” 
month. Other excellent ideas 
were discans, salad, Italian 
rolls, dessert, and No host bar. 
They honored students that re-
ceived Grand Lodge and Wat-
sonville Lodge Scholarships 
for year 2019 - 2021. There was 
a raffle with wonderful prizes. 
It was a beautiful day visiting 
with OSDIA members from 
various lodges. There was a 
total of two hundred members 
and guest in attendance. Pres-
ident Janey’ and members did 
an excellent job. It was a nice 
gesture by State Deputy and 
State Trustee - Central Frank 
Locicero in helping with sell-
ing drink tickets!

Sunday, August 1, 2021, I 
was, invited, to the Hanford 
Lodge #1543 Hotdog Roast, 
held in Lilia Giacomazzi yard. 
There was Roast Hotdogs, and 
water provided by the lodge, 
members and guest provided 
favorite side dishes or des-
serts. It was great to have some 
summertime fun participating 
and visiting and seeing the 
members socializing again!!

Tuesday, August 3, 2021, at 
11:36am I received a call from 
State President Barbara Fu-
mose Wisniewski informing 
me that I was, elected State 1st 
Vice President of the Grand 
Lodge of California. I am hon-
ored, happy and excited for 
this position! My sincere and 
heart-felt appreciation to the 
state delegates for their vote 
and support giving me the 
opportunity to serve as First 
Vice President of the Grand of 
California. Mille Grazie! I am 
looking forward to collabo-
rating with my fellow Second 
Vice President Mark Vaona 
and Third Vice President Lou-
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ATTENTION PLEASE
Please send all articles and photos to me. If you send them to Andy he has 
to then send them to me which can cause the paper to be delayed. You can 
also email me at debbie@sanddgraphics.com
Debbie Ure
22710 NE 88th St.
Vancouver, WA 98682  

I appreciate all your help.

Become a Sponsor
of Il Leone!
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State President
Cont. from page 1

State Second Vice President
Cont. from page 1

Joseph F. Rondinelli of New 
York, National Treasurer
Lynn Lawrence-Murphy of 
California, National Historian
Rev. R Adam Forno of Florida, 
National Chaplain
National Past President Jo-
seph Sciame of New York was 
appointed then Elected to con-
tinue serving as President of 
the Sons of Italy Foundation 
(SIF).
Past State President of New 
York, Robert M. Ferrito was 
appointed and elected to serve 
as National President of the 
Commission for Social Justice 
(CSJ).
We in California are so very 
happy for our own Past Presi-
dent, Lynn Lawrence-Murphy 
and know she will make us 
proud.   

Till next month
Fraternally
Barbara

ie Lodi to focus on LEADER-
SHIP and MEMBERSHIP. Our 
State President Barbara Fumo-
sa Wisniewski has a full work-
ing agenda. Working together 
supporting her agenda as a 
term the grand council will 
move our Order forward and 
face demanding situations re-
alistically and logically, with a 
positive working attitude.

Newsflash from our Na-
tional Delegates Zoom meet-
ing - On August 14, 2021 – The 
Order Sons and Daughters of 
Italy in America, OSDIA has 
elected Attorney and former 
Morris County Prosecutor 
Robert A Bianchi Esq. as its 
38th National President. The 

State First Vice President
Cont. from page 1

election was held today at 
OSDIA’s Biennial Convention 
which convened in Jersey City, 
New Jersey and will contin-
ue in October in Tampa Bay, 
Florida. Robert A. Bianchi was 
sworn in, assuming leadership 
from Immediate Past Presi-
dent Nancy DiFiore Quinn. 

Just a reminder, if you love 
to Golf you might consider 
joining the 21st Annual Sons 
and Daughters of the Western 
Foundation California Golf 
Classic in October in Chico, 
California. If not a golfer, you 
might consider giving a dona-
tion or sponsoring a Tee. Call 
Michael Smith, Chairman for 
detailed information! 530-682-
5641.

Fraternally

families and work hard to bet-
ter themselves. I look forward 
to hearing from the Lodges on 
innovative ways of how to at-
tract new members. The rest 
of 2021 will be a challenge. We 
will look back at the year and 
say the hard times brought us 
together to appreciate the love 
of the order. In 2022 we will 
work to make it stronger.

Ciao for Now,

Benvenuta “Bennie” Pardini was a native San Franciscan, 
born to Giovanni and Giuseppina Bilardello on November 17, 
1932. She was the youngest of five children and was named Ben-
venuta (which means “welcome”) because she was most wel-
come at her birth.  Bennie was a member of the Order for 59 
years, most of this time as a member of the now-closed Galileo 
Galilei Lodge #1950 of Redwood City.  Once Galileo disbanded 
at the end of 2011, she transferred her membership to the Colum-
bia Lodge #1940 of San Mateo in 2012.

Bennie served as President of Galileo Galilei for several 
years, and was a member of the Western Foundation Scholar-
ship and Students to Italy Committee for many years.  When 
Past State President Dan D’Amico and his wife Adua retired as 
chairs of the Bingo Committee, Bennie and her husband Roland, 
a past State Vice President, took over the operation.  After Ro-
land passed in 2002 after 33 years of marriage, Bennie ran the 
Bingo operation with the help of her dedicated committee until 
Bingo was discontinued.  She then went on to work at the Grand 
Lodge office for a few years as a part-time volunteer.   She passed 
on July 25, 2021 after a brief illness.

Bennie joins her husband Roland, son Jim Fanucchi, stepson 
Dino Pardini, and many family members in eternal rest.  She is 
survived by stepchildren, grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren.

Bennie, you will be missed.  A scholarship in Bennie’s name 
has been created; please make any donations out to SOI Western 
Foundation and notate Bennie Pardini scholarship, and mail to 
the Grand Lodge at 5051 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94112.

Bennie Pardini
1932-2021

By Maria Fassio Pignati, Past State President

Ann McLaughlin 
Ann had been a member 

of our lodge for close to 30 
years, she became an officer, 
attending meetings, dances, 
prepping and cooking for the 
Napa fair booth. Ann and her 
beloved husband Mike were 
our Sunshine Committee for 
years, visiting those who were 
hospitalized or home bound. 
They also brought donated 
donuts to residents at the Vet-
erans Home in Yountville twice 
weekly, and stayed for coffee 
and conversation with our 
veterans. Until we meet again 
dear friend.

Ernie Rota
1924 - 2021

It is with great sadness for 
our lodge as we said farewell 
to our beloved member. Ernie 
lived his entire life in Napa, a 
community he loved dearly. He 
was an active member of the 
Napa community, a life-long 
member of St. John’s Catholic 
Church, served as a member 
of the City Council from 1966-
1973, and actively participated 
in our Napa lodge for over 55 
years as well as many other or-
ganizations within the commu-
nity. Until we meet again, we 
will miss your presence Ernie.

Napa Lodge #2043
Napa, CA

by Anna Graeber

Hanford Lodge #1543
Hanford, CA

by Jakie Giacomazzi

The Tony Tesoriere family enjoyed  a “Summer Fun” event at the Gi-
acomazzi residence:  swimming, hotdogs, Italian sausage and many 
delicious salads and desserts provided by the members and guests at-
tending.  It was a very hot (106 F) evening, but everyone seemed to 
have  a good time being together again.   We are having our first meet-
ing since covid-19 on September 8, 2021.  We are also planning to have 
a drive thru spaghetti/meatball dinner/sauce sale on Sunday, October 
24. Ciao for now!!



Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colom-
bo-Stella-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Facebook.com/Order.Sons.of.Italy.
Eureka
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
www.sonsofitalysandiego.org
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail 
address or website and you 
would like to include it with the 
above list, please send it to me at 
apampuro@comline.com.
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“In Memory of Larry Peluso & Al Scali” Scholarship 
from the Anaheim Lodge No. 2076.

Anaheim Lodge #2056

The Royal Pageant 
is on for 2022!

by Pamela Ricci

I would like to introduce myself as the new Chairperson of 
the Royal Pageant. I am Pamela Ricci, President of the Cristoforo 
Colombo Lodge #1534 in Reno Nevada. I know many of you 
from past conventions especially our last one we held live here 
at the Atlantis Resort. I hope I can count on your support for 
these next couple of years while keep the tradition of making 
this a wonderful experience for our youth.

I want to thank President Barbara for appointing me as 
chairperson of this important committee, but I can’t do it alone. 
It will be very difficult to follow in Eva Lavezzari’s footsteps 
who has been head of this committee for the past 6 years. Eva 
helped many young people have a wonderful experience as part 
of the Royal Court and of course as Queen of the Grand Lodge; 
we say Mille Grazie Eva and don’t think your job is done!

We had a successful and informative meeting this summer 
and I hope this core committee will continue on with me. One of 
the best additions is to have a couple of our past queen’s input 
and overseeing the social media part of the committee to get 
more young people interested and aware of our Order. Thank 
you, Mary Lucido and Brianna Simon, for stepping up!

The committee took into consideration several recommen-
dations from the Roma Lodge and decided it would be best not 
to make any changes at this time. There are two recommenda-
tions that the committee put forward to the Grand Council for 
approval at the September meeting so there will be more news 
to come next month once a decision has been made.

I am hoping that all the Filial Lodges with eligible youth will 
come forward with a candidate for the Pageant in 2022. Remem-
ber this can be a fundraiser for your Lodge too.

In closing I am excited for this year, let it be a great coming 
out from the last two years we have had to stay away from en-
joying the personal touch of our fellow members. Feel free to 
send me a note if you are interested in being part of this commit-
tee as I feel it is the youth of our Order that is the future of the 
Grand Lodge of California. My email is Pam@Riccihomes.com.

Grazie and Ciao,
Pamela

1. Choose your temperature
In the early autumn in Italy usually enjoys fantastic weather. 

In fact, as far north as Venice, temperatures can often be expected 
to reach the 70s and 80s through September. Compare that to the 
sweltering heat of August and things are starting to look pretty 
good.  Late September is usually still warm enough for a swim 
in the sea and even October in Italy conserves temperatures 
around 70 degrees Fahrenheit during the day. Around late Octo-
ber and into November you can start to expect more rainy days 
mixed in with the sunny ones, especially when visiting northern 
cities, like Trieste. But overall autumn in Italy has the most reli-
ably good weather of the eyear– you can basically choose your 
temperature based on where you’re headed! Head to the north 
for cooler, more “autumnal” temperatures. The middle of Italy 
usually stays a few degrees warmer than its northern neighbors 
and the south will still be balmy as late as November, at which 
time it becomes pleasantly mild.

2. Head to the harvest
A vineyard in Chianti like this one is a great place to experi-

ence Italy’s harvest. | Photo by Francesco Sgroi
For hundreds of years Autumn in Italy has been a time to 

harvest food and celebrate those harvests – and for good rea-
son. Fall brings an abundance of mouth-watering produce from 
the rich soils that have always blessed the Peninsula, especially 
olives and grapes. In the last decade some vineyards and olive 
orchards have begun to allow visitors to help with the harvest 
– speaking from personal experience, there is nothing quite as 
rewarding as picking grapes then enjoying the wine that has 
been produced from the same fruit in years past.  It’s an authen-
tic slice of traditional Italian culture that, if you plan right, the 
whole family can participate in. Not that you have to harvest the 
grapes to enjoy wine. If you’re headed to Tuscany or Umbria the 
fall is also a fantastic time to hit the vineyards for wine tastings 
and tours either on your own or on an organized tour. 

Other foods harvested between September and November 
include almonds, chestnuts, white truffles, and produce like 
arugula, broccoli, potatoes, and zucchini. If you love eating, the 
fall is really one of the best times to visit Italy and try some of the 
different regions’ most delicious seasonal cuisine.

A Crotto is a natural cave typical of the mountainous regions 
in the Lombard and Swiss Alps that happen to be perfect for 
wine cellars! In autumn you can go to them to taste the local 
wines. | Photo by Gina Mussio

3. Celebrate at a local sagra
In the autumn, sagre, or festivals celebrating a local food or 

wine, pop up all over Italy. If you can catch one it will be the 
highlight of your trip. Just don’t forget to bring your appetite! 
In the fall, there’s a festival for every taste depending on the 
town. Wine, chestnuts, chocolate, truffles, porcini mushrooms, 
fish, polenta, and even potatoes are just a samplings of the food 
that have their own festivals somewhere in Italy. We adore sagre 
because they’re another very authentic way to experience the 
local produce and culture of any given area, usually with hard-
ly any other tourists.  Try chestnuts in Piacenza; mushrooms in 
Torino or Putignano; truffles in Gubbio, Umbria or sausage in 
Messina, Sicily. 

To figure out which sagre and fiere are taking place across 
Italy during your visit, check out the sites Sagre e Ditorni and 
Sagre in Italia (They’re in Italian but you really only need to 
check dates and what the sagre is celebrating). Alternately, you 
can enquire with the local tourism authority of the area you’re 
visiting – they will have a comprehensive list of sagre happen-
ing during your stay. 

If you want a more guided intro to Italian food, check out 
our food tours in Italy.
4. Take advantage of smaller crowds and lower prices (but not 
too soon)

Lower prices are one of the best things about Autumn in It-
aly. The diminishing crowds are not too far behind. Like cooler 
temperatures, lower prices begin to creep into the country at the 
end of August and last through the winter except for a mini-
rise around Christmas. There are also fewer locals on holiday 
as schools start back up in mid-September and businesses that 
were closed for August reopen. Fall really is the budget travel-
ers’ best friend, but timing is still very important.

But remember: Don’t jump the gun. In high-trafficked des-
tinations like Rome, Venice, Florence, the Cinque Terre, and the 
Amalfi coast, high season prices run through September and 
even the start of October. (We go into this in more detail in our 
blog on why we love Rome in fall.) To take advantage of lower 
accommodation prices in September look to travel in more off-
the-beaten-path areas like Puglia, Abruzzo, or Molise that don’t 
get as many foreign visitors. If you want to go to the classic plac-
es and still avoid crowds while enjoying lower prices, come as 
late in the season as possible – think October and early Novem-
ber. For more money-saving tips Check out how to get cheap 
flights to Italy and how to find cheap accommodation in Italy. 

Reasons to Visit Italy
in the Fall



The Donkey
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

(c) 2021 Stephen Contrado
Cell Phone: (781) 242-0053
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ATTENTION!!
THE IL LEONE NEEDS YOUR HELP

As you know with lodges not being able to hold meetings or events it 
has also effected the Il Leone.
We are asking those who are willing to view the newspaper on the web-
site only to contact the Grand Lodge and have your name taken off the 
mailing list.
We are trying to save on both the number of newspapers to be printed 
and also the ones being mailed.
We would really appreciate anyone who is willing to view on the web-
site only.

Thank You

Donkey is a name for the 
domesticated ass. The name 
comes from the word “dun,” 
which is the color of dull 
brown. At one time the term 
“ass” was used more than 
“donkey.” 

The donkey is related to 
the horse. You can tell a don-
key from a horse. Its usual col-
or is gray. A donkey is smaller 
and has big pointed ears. It has 
a tuft of hair at the end of its 
tail. The call or voice of a don-
key is called a “bray,” which is 
loud and unmusical. A male 
donkey is called a jack donkey 
or jackass, and a female don-
key is called a jenny. A young 
donkey is called a foal. 

The size of a donkey varies. 
It is typically two and a half to 
four feet tall and weighs 300 to 
1,000 pounds. It has a lifespan 
of thirty to forty years, which 
is longer than that of a horse. 
Donkeys can be mated with 
horses. Breeding different spe-
cies produces a hybrid, which 
is usually sterile. Jack donkeys 
are often used to mate with fe-
male horses to produce mules. 
Mating a jenny and stallion 
produces a hinny.  

Donkeys have served man 
for thousands of years. The 
burro, used as a pack animal 
in desert regions in the South-
west of the United States, is a 
small breed of ass. It was the 
most favored beast of burden 
of many missionaries, min-
ers, and prospectors. These 
animals unjustly acquired a 
reputation for being stupid 
and stubborn. But they are 
intelligent and suited for dif-
ficult, rocky terrain and hot, 
dry places where hurrying 
uses up strength and increases 
thirst. The donkey’s large ears 
can alert it to enemies at a dis-
tance. It can defend itself by 
kicking and biting.

Although donkeys are 
principally used as draft or 
pack animals, some people 
keep donkeys as pets. The 
donkey is mentioned in the 
Bible. The Gospel of Matthew 
says Jesus rode into Jerusalem 
on an ass. The first donkeys 
came to America on the ships 
of the second voyage of Chris-
topher Columbus in 1495. Ital-
ians have worked along side 
donkeys and have highly val-
ued them. Many interesting 
stories are told about donkeys.

The Amiata donkey is a typical Italian donkey breed (Wikipedia).

Sisters and Brothers, here 
we are over 17 months into 
this pandemic and we don’t 
seem to be getting anywhere. 
Stay safe, get your vaccine and 
wear a mask and soon, we just 
might be ending this crisis.

August 8th passed and it 
was to be our first post pan-
demic dinner meeting at our 
new location but at the last 
minute, with 103 reservations, 
we had to cancel. A real disap-
pointment, and many emails 
and phone calls on my part. I 
am optimistic that we can meet 
in October but then, again, it 
depends on this virus. I am 
also hoping that our conven-
tion next year in Orange, Cal-
ifornia will be an opportunity 
for us to see all of our new of-
ficers in action and meet and 
greet old friends. 

Please smile to someone 
(even under your mask) and be 
nice to someone and you will 
get the same returned back to 
you. As one of my teachers in 
high school used to say “Keep 
the Faith” ...Ernie Giono.

Cesare Battisti 
Lodge #1518 

Petaluma/Rohnert Park, CA 
by Ernie Giono

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto-Roma Lodge President

Roma Lodge holds its Junior Member Night at the August 
meeting each year.  The lodge has about 60 junior members and 
over 20 attended the meeting.  They conducted the opening and 
closing ceremonies, enjoyed getting a lot of back-to-school sup-

Giada Pitigliano and 
Aiden Gentry enjoy 
getting back-to-school 
items provided by 
Roma Lodge mem-
bers.  

Roma Lodge initiated 
Harlow DePaoli as a 
new member.  Harlow 
makes the fifth member 
of the family to join the 
lodge.  Harlow is two 
years old and joins sis-
ters Hayden (left) and 
Harper along with par-
ents Michael and Leslie 
DePaoli. 

The lodge also welcomed Beverly 
Broberg as a new member.  Bever-
ly is a caregiver for Janet Cabral 
who is a 65-year member of the 
lodge.  Beverly has accompanied 
Janet to lodge meetings and activ-
ities for the past year.  She enjoys 
the great food and fellowship of 
lodge members.  Janet’s birthday 
is in August and Beverly brought 
a cake for members to enjoy and 
celebrate Janet’s birthday.  



In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

Barbara Wisniewski State President and Husband Ken

Wishing everyone a wonderful fall
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Reproduced from the weekly “Mini Relax”
For a suvscription “siesnet.it’

Answers on page 9

Lodge Anniveraries
September
Colombo Stella #1149...............................9/22/22
Pugliese #1375............................................9/5/25
Giusepe Verde #1441..................................9/6/27
Desert Valley #2352...................................9/21/75
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How easy it is to say “I’m glad I got my flu and Covid-19 
vaccinations; how hard it is to say “I regret not getting my 
shots”. Make it easy on yourself, family, friends, neighbors … 
get it done. General George Washington himself required uni-
versal immunization of his troops against smallpox, which is 
now an extinct disease. The requirement was the  first on the 
American continent. When the Spaniards were immunizing in 
Central America in the days of Hernan Cortez, it was not man-
datory.

September 11 will be our first United Lodges of the San Joa-
quin, to be held at Marie Callender’s in Visalia; contact Carol 
Watson to let her know you will be attending.

Still no word on when our Notre Dame Hall will be re-
opened; we will keep you all posted.

When Italians say “O mangiar questa minestra o saltar questa 
finestra” they are pretty much saying “take it or leave It”, but 
literally it means “Either eat this soup or jump out of this win-
dow”. Leave it to Italians to include food in their adages!

Rodolfo Valentino 
Lodge   #1449

Clovis, CA
by Carol Watson, President

Greeting from Redding,
I hope none of your lodge 

members have lost homes due 
to the many fires that have im-
pacted California. While it is 
very smoky, and very hot in 
Redding, we are not in the line 
of any fire at this time.

We continue to have our 
general meetings although the 
attendance is low. We have 
held our monthly council 
meeting through the pandemic 
and continue with the upkeep 
on our lodge. We held a drive 
through Spaghetti dinner in 
June and had about 200 din-
ners go out. Thanks to all our 
members who helped with this 
event.

We had to skip our crab 
feed in 2021, but plans are un-
der way for our other large 
fundraiser, Paesano Days. Our 
bocce tournament of 32 teams 
is nearly full. We have tickets 
four our Friday night Spaghet-
ti Dinner out to be sold, and 
banners hung around town 
to advertise our event. Once 
again we will begin about 5pm 
on Friday, September 17th 
with the opening of the bocce 
tournament and the spaghet-
ti dinner. We will have live 
music off and on throughout 
Friday and Saturday. We have 
some crafters ready to show us 
their products, and will have 

Shasta Lodge #2453
Redding, CA

a classic car Show-N-Shine 
on Saturday along with the 
bocce tournament. We will 
have plenty of Italian Sausage 
Sandwiches, Meatball Sand-
wiches and Pasta bowls with 
Meatballs on Saturday, too. If 
you get a chance, please come 
join us for two days of fun and 
food. Friday, September 17th 
and Saturday, September 18th 
at South City Park in Redding.

On August 15th, some of 
our lodge members took our 
annual bus trip to San Fran-
cisco to see the Giants game. 
It was great getting out of the 
smoke and heat for a day. The 
weather was beautiful and 
the Giants beat the Colorado 
Rockies. Lots of fun and frater-
nity. Bob and Leslie Gullixson 
were joined by daughters Kate 
and Nichole and son-in-law 
Nick for the trip. It was Nich-
ole and Nick’s 2nd anniversa-
ry, but the first one spent to-
gether as Nick was deployed 
for their first anniversary.

We lost one of our last 
original members this past 
week. Rudy Balma had been a 
member since April 1980. Rest 
in peace Rudy.

Ciao,
Your friends from Shasta 

Lodge

 KATE, LESLIE, NICHOLE AND NICK  AKIMOFF, AND BOB 
GULLIXSON AT THE SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS GAME ON 
AUGUST 15TH.  NICHOLE AND NICK CELEBRATED THEIR 
2ND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY.

The 2021 Northcoast Vet-
eran Stand Down was to be 
held this year on August 6th 
at the Eureka Veterans Hall 
on H Street.  Due to the covid 
resurgence among the unvac-
cinated in Humboldt County 
the Stand Down has been can-
celed for this year. 

     Thank you to Dave and 
Donna Olivieri for staying on 
top of the changing situation 
with this event and annually 
organizing this project that 
recognizes and thanks our vet-
erans for their service to our 
country.

Former Eureka Lodge 
member Nick Costanzo 
passed away in July.  Nick 
and his wife Linda were initi-
ated in October of 1988.  They 
were very hard workers and 
contributed many hours to the 

Eureka Lodge #1274
Eureka, CA

by Joe Bonino

Eureka Lodge members Joel Canzoneri, Lora Canzoneri, and Joe Boni-
no enjoy the Humboldt Crabs Italian American Night celebration on 
July 9th.  Other prominent Italian Americans attending the game were 
HSU Professor and Italian National Lacrosse Team coach Tony Silvag-
gio and his family and HSU graduate Connor Cavassa. 

Lodge’s activities.  
They built a house in Cot-

tonwood and moved to Shasta 
County in 1997.

Lora and Joel Canzoneri 
and Joe Bonino attended Ital-
ian heritage night at the Hum-
boldt Crabs baseball game 
on July 9th.  Crabs baseball 
was founded by Lou Bono-
mini and Ned Barsuglia in 
1945 as the Eureka Paladini 
Crabs.  (Named for their orig-
inal sponsor the Paladini Fish 
Company.)

The Crabs defeated the 
Seals Baseball Club by a score 
of 16-2.

Eureka Lodge will hold 
its first in person meeting of 
2021 on Tuesday October 26 at 
7:00PM in the Pinochi Room at 
St Bernard Parish Hall.

Favorite 
Things About 

Fall
1. Fall clothes.

Breezy summer dresses 
are great and all, but by now 
we’re ready to retire them and 
pull out fall clothing. Sweat-
ers, scarves and boots look 
fantastic paired together and 
are oh-so-comfortable on top 
of that. Bonus! Planes always 
seem to be frigid once you get 
going (or sweltering on the 
runway), so now you won’t 
have to lug around extra lay-
ers because you’ll be prepared 
(and the plane won’t melt in 
the high temps sitting on the 
runway!).

2. Pumpkin Spice Lattes.
OK, ok—they get a lot of 

hype. But really it’s not just 
the pumpkin spice flavoring 
(though you have to admit 
it’s like taking a sip of fall). 
We can’t wait to enjoy a latte 
without having to stand in 
front of a freezer or air condi-
tioner. Hot coffee + 100 degree 
weather = a no go.

3. Getaways
Taking a trip—whether it 

be a long weekend or a week-
long—in the fall is just so re-
laxing. You’re not melting in 
the heat so you can return with 
a tan, and you’re not racing 
down the ski slopes to cross 
a double black diamond off 
your list. Fall trips allow you 
to just be. Snuggling in front of 
the fire with a book or enjoy-
ing a cup of hot chocolate in 
the crisp, cool air—it’s hard to 
beat. There are some wonder-
ful spots across the US…read 
our 9 Favorite Fall Getaways 
for ideas!

4. Fall Color + Crisp Air
The leaves change, and 

suddenly everything looks 
like it could go on Instagram. 
That fallen leaf in the middle 
of a strip mall parking lot—
photographed, uploaded, 
posted, #nofilter. And as you 
enjoy the foliage there’s noth-
ing like breathing in the fall 
air.
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: 559-592-5466
 rteelee@aol.com

   
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: 909-557-4585

hanklowinger@yahoo.com

As Scholarship Com-
mittee Chairperson, I 
wish to acknowledge the 
generosity of our mem-
bers and those donors 
who support our schol-
arship program.

I have commented 
before that when the 
committee has awarded 
the scholarships, I per-
sonally email the recipi-
ent notifying them of the 
award.  The response of 
gratitude is rewarding 
and swift.  Aside from 
emailing me back with 
their “Thank You”, we 
also receive hand written 
notes from the students.   
In this issue, I wish to 
share a few of these 
“thank you” messages 
with our members.

This is one of the 
“perks” of this job.  
Many of these students 
continue to stay in touch 
with updates on college 
life or a new adventure 
and always expressing 
their gratitude that our 
scholarship has helped 
to make a difference.

I am now preparing 
for 2022.  The application 
forms for 2022 will be 
available later this fall.
Stay well, be safe,
Fraternally,
Vanderhaar Rosemarie Bi-
agetti
Scholarship Committee
Chairperson 

Scholarship “Thank You” Sharing
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2020 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

Marie Finazzo
Anthony Finazzo
Giovanna Michalski
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
Phil Previtera
Debbie Ure 

 Advice from the WHO
The World Health Organization (WHO) website has instructive videos showing 
how to wear a mask. They advise cleaning hands both before putting the mask on 
and after taking it off, not touching the mask, making sure it fits properly with-
out gaps, and removing it by the ear loops while leaning forward and avoiding 
any contact with the front of the mask. They cover proper storage and cleaning 
of re-usable masks, and they remind viewers that the mask alone will not guar-
antee protection, and people must still follow social distancing and handwash-
ing recommendations. They explain that prolonged use of masks does not cause 
CO2 intoxication or oxygen deficiency. This has been tested; despite the fears of 
some in the public, blood oxygen and CO2 levels are not affected by wearing 
masks. Masks should not be worn while exercising, because sweating can make 
the mask wet, which can interfere with breathing and promote the growth of 
microorganisms.

10 Interesting Facts About Italy
Italy is a fascinating place; a vacation in Italy can be packed 

with interesting things to do and see without every running 
out of activities or amazing sights. Keep the following interest-
ing facts in mind if you visit the boot-shaped country.

1. Nobody really knows where Italy got its name.
Italy comes from a root word that means “land of young cat-
tle”. Historians speculate that it might be named this because 
a bull was the symbol of early Southern Italian tribes but some 
believe that it comes from the name Italus, an early king of the 
region.

2. Italy is the fourth most populated place in Europe, mostly 
because of high birth rates and low death rates.
Italy is about the size of Arizona, but the population of Italy is 
about ten times the population of the state, with approximate-
ly 60 million people living in Italy as opposed to 6 million in 
Arizona. Approximately 320 people live in every square mile 
in Italy (about 200 per kilometer).

3. Rome, Italy is home to hundreds of fountains, with the 
oldest being the Trevi Fountain.
Rome has 50 large fountains and a great many small ones, not 
including the ‘nasoni’, which are small waterspouts used by 
pedestrians. The Trevi Fountain is more than eighty-six feet 
high, and comes from an aqueduct originally built in 19 B.C. 
The fountain was built by Pope Urban VIII in the mid 1600’s. 
A popular legend states that visitors who throw a coin into the 
Trevi fountain are assured of a return visit to Rome. The coins 
are collected weekly; Italian coins go to help pay for upkeep of 
the fountain, and foreign coins are donated to the Red Cross.

4. Italy stands on a fault line.
Italy is plagued by earthquakes because of this; also, three 
volcanoes have erupted there in the last one hundred years – 
Etna, Stromboli, and Vesuvius.

5. Italy is home to the highest mountain in Europe.
It is called Mont Blanc (or White Mountain in English) and it 
is part of the Alps mountain range. It is in Italy, on the border 
of France.

6. More than 50 million tourists visit Italy each year.
Tourism is an important part of Italy’s gross national prod-
uct; more than 60% of the country’s income comes from tourist 
dollars spent there.

7. Soccer is the most popular organized sport in Italy.
Italians are rabid soccer fans; they are known as tifosi, which 
means typhus carriers. It’s a national pastime, and Italians are 
highly passionate about the game.

8. Christmas is the biggest holiday of the year in Italy.
Christmas season is much longer, too: Christmas dinner is 
usually on Christmas Eve, and the season lasts until January 
6th (until the Epiphany, or the date generally believed to have 
been when the three Wise Men found the manger of Jesus).

9. Pasta wasn’t eaten with tomato sauce until the 1600’s in 
Italy.
Until then, it was generally eaten with honey and sugar. To-
day, there are more than 500 varieties of pasta eaten in Italy.

10. Musical notations are always in Italian.
Allegro, Adagio…these are Italian words to indicate tempo, 
and came about because an Italian named Guido d’Arezzo 
came up with a system for modern-day musical notation.

Puzzle Answers
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LODGE DIRECTORY
ANAHEIM

LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. MARIANN AITA

212 S. Kraemer Blvd Unit 207
Placentia , CA 92870

Phone: (201) 562-4786
Email: mareprincipessa@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808

Phone: (714) 469-1020
Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meeting 1st. Wed. 7:30 p.m.

NOT EVERY MONTH
Contact 

President Mariann Aita or 
Rec. Sec. Fran D’Errico
 for more details of date 

and place. 

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
128 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Cell:  (707) 567-2938
Email: porterbini@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Penny Bellotti

Vallejo, CA 94590
Phone:  (707) 567-2938

Email: PSBellotti@comcast. 
net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: ospires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. CAROL ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969
Email: c_espo@att.net

Rec. Edna Esposito
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone:(925) 978-3961

Email: Esposnca@sbcglobal.
net

Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center

415 W. 2nd Street
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES. STEVE GUTHRIE
1152 E. 1st St. #201

Long Beach, CA 90802
Phone: (310) 483-4383

Email: stvegut@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES: Ernie Giono
50 Circulo Puerto

Rohnert Park, CA 94928
Phone:   (707) 585-2928

Email: erng1624@aol.com
Rec.Secty. Anna Biggio

125 Rogue Moraes
Mill Valley, CA 94941

Phone: (415) 388-1998
Email: sonoioann@gmail.

com
2nd Sunday 2:00 p.m.

    Rancho Grande
    5900 Snyder Lane

    Rohnert Park, CA94928

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. ANGELO FANUCCHI
 3721 Wilshire Ave.

   San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 678-1993
Email:angsm42@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Angie Fanucchi

3721 Wilshire Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94403

Phone: (650) 678-1993
Email: angsm42@gmail.com

Meets 4th Tues, 11:00 a.m.
Peninsula Italian American 

Social Club
100 North B Street

San Mateo, CA 94401

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 312-5151
Rec Secty Steven Barra

850 W. Jensen
Fresno, CA 93706

Phone: (559) 974-2345
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

Contact Olivia Deliddo
For Details

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. ANGELA SILVA

625 H St. NE #444
Washington DC 20002
Phone:  (650) 291-3595

Email:silva.angela110290@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Carla Silva

1301 Williams Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Phone:  (415) 308-8254
No information on meeting 

place

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty.  Paul Romero

12410 Westridge Dr. 
Reno, NV 89511

Phone (775) 772-5476
Email: paul@redstonenv.

com
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral
310 W 2nd St.

Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LINDA PARENT TASCA
4014 Lynwood Ct.

Concord, CA 94519
Phone:  (925) 825-2560

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Dr.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. RON MANNA
9018 Guava Ave.

     Hesperia, CA 92345
Phone: (760) 218-7972

Email:sgt247@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Minnie Lopez-Baffo
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (626) 422-0551

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Brookdale at Apple Valley
11825 Apple Valley Rd. 
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOSEPH LAPORTA 
1536 Enclave way

Palm Springs CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.rr.com
Rec. Sec.  Julia D’Elia
    2060 Rochelle Road

    Palm Springs, CA 92262
   Phone: 760 333-5794

Email: 
Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. LARRY ROMANAZZI
1150 N.Rossmoor Ct.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: (559) 733-1461

Email: larry@msrcpa.com
Rec. Secty.Pam Buldo

 Phone: (559) 799-8697
Email: pjbuldo@aol.com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. JOHN SALIZZONI
P.O. Box 3131

Eureka, CA  95502-3131
Phone: (707)498-0774

EMAIL: eddie.alexander.
Rec. Secty. Laura Lazzarotto

2911 C Street
Eureka, CA  95501

Phone: (707) 499-6674
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

7th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

Email: sonsofitalyeureka@
gmail.com

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. SAL DENARO
130 Lancer Avenue

Oceanside, CA 92058
Phone: (760) 717-7981

Email: saljd55@cox.net
Rec. Secty. Vincenzo Ruffino

3552 32nd Street
San Diego, CA 92104

Phone:  (619) 922 5839
Email: vruffino5250@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:00 P.M.

Portuguese Hall
2818 Avenida De Portugal

San Diego, CA 92106

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. MARIANNE CAMP-
BELL

Address: 1660 Medolla Dr. 
Sparks, NV 89434

Phone: (775) 560-8199
Email: mnc0107@

sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Monica Domini

4790 Caughlin Parkway #502
Reno, NV 89519

Phone:  (775) 843-3733
Email: monicadomini@gmail.

com
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. JIM SILVEIRA
1150 St. Andrews

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Phone: (916) 939-6445

Email:inspectorjim@yahoo.
com

Rec. Secty. Bev Scotch
3225 Stonehurst Dr. 

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Email: bevscotch@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave

La Puente, CA 91744
Phone:(626) 261-2879

Email: bverdo@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
2520 Summershade Dr.

La Habra 90631 
Phone: (562) 400-9663
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 8 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. MICHAEL LEONI

Phone: 
Email:  

Rec.Secty. Brittney Little
1203 Mary St.

Hanford,CA 93230
Phone # 559-380-6411
Email: little08@mail.fres-

nostate.edu
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 822-8740
Email: pffin@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci
522 E. Lugonia, Apt A
Redlands, CA 92374

Phone: (909) 855-5437
Email: michaelynn66@live.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL PROVENZA
7900 Calle Oliva 

Carlsbad, CA 92009
Phone: 760-634-2029

Email:sprovenza@aol.com
Rec Secty. Dan Gizzo 

P.O. Box 9718
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 

92067
Phone: (858) 461-4069
dangizzo@hotmail.com
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Johns Catholic Church
1001 Encinitas Blvd
Encinitas, CA 92024

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. MARY MICELI
1417 Santa Paula Dr. 
Modesto, CA 93555

Phone: (209) 527-5818
Email: marymiceli49@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Antonella Turchetti

2604 Fiedier Way
Modesto, CA 95355

Phone: (209} 51-5987 
Email: camogli@sonic.net

Meets 2nd Fri. 5:30 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church
617 W. Orangeburg Ave. 

Modesto, CA

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
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LODGE DIRECTORY
WEST END

LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. GABE DOMENICI

1034 Apple Blossom
Corona, CA 92881

Phone: (951) 258-8130
Email: gdomen01@msn.

com
Rec. Secty Robin Sindicich

154A W Foothill Blvd. Ste. 131
Upland, CA 91786

Phone: (909) 919-6049
Email: robinsin@earthlink.net

 Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,

Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 255-5242

Email: am.graeber@gmail.com
Rec. Secty.   Tracy Warr

  1523 Palmer St.
  Napa, CA 94559

Meets 4th Mon. 6:30 p.m.
Meets Napa Senior Center 

1501 Jefferson
Napa, CA 9459

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES.  DON CRADDUCK 
2659 Laurel Dr.

Fairfield, CA 94533
Phone(707) 372-5151

Email: atoothmkr@com-
cast.net 

Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES: MARY JANE CAMBRIA
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Phone: (714) 749-7777

Email: maryjane@mjcambria.com
Rec. Secty. Denise Meinhardt

1324 Rickey Ave
Anaheim, CA 92802

Email: dmeiny@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Wed. 7pm
Renaissance Lodge

1526 Brookhollow Dr #76
Santa Ana, Ca 92705

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

4308 N. Dewitt Ave 
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 906-3721
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. LARRY DUTTO
1804 South Tamarack 

Visalia,CA 93277
Phone: (559) 901-4683
Email: louis.benedetti@

yahoo.com 
Rec.Secty. Kathryn Gomes 

2667 Clarete St. 
Tulare, CA 93274

Phone: (559) 331-0025
Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.

International Agri-
Centre-Social Hall

4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Marcia Ceciliot
31 Clancy CT

Phone: (916) 316-0123
Email: SonsofItalyRoseville@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
 106 Sutter Ave.

 Roseville, CA 95678

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. DAN MARINELLI
340 Cabot Court

Granite Bay, CA 95746
Phone: (916) 698-2928
Email: dan.r.marinelli@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Verna Carboni

   8345 Keenan Court
   Sacramento, CA 95828
Phone:  (916) 747-5585
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: (909) 557-4585
E-mail: hanklowinger@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday  6:00 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480
Rec. Secty. Sue Tunstall

115 Brooktrail Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 570-7779

Email: sinamon219@att.net
Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.

 Brookwood Mobile Estates
7000 Montecito Blvd.

(Mobile Park)
 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. JIM NOBILI
2391 Cumberland Dr. 
Redding, CA 96001

Phone: (530) 243-4127
Email: rjnobili@sbcglobal.

net
Rec Secty. Sharon Roberts
1767 Capistrano Walk

Redding, CA 96003
Phone: (530) 221-0720
email: jimandsharon@

charter.net
Meets 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Keely Dodd
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: (707) 251-9558
Email: keelejo@hotmail.

com
Meets 1st Wed. 7:00 p.m.

Native Sons Hall
1313 Spring Street

St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES: GARY DOGALI
P. O. Box 53

Redwood Valley, CA 95470
Phone (707) 485-8233

Email: sdogali@outlook.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Lynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: ml_laviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727PDG@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll

P.O. Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone: (707) 938-1295
Email: karenecar@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. MICHAEL SMITH
1020 Lori Drive

Chico, CA 95972
Phone:  (530) 682-5641

Email: vettemikie@comcast.
net

Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo
16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 519-2974
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
ARC Pavilion 

2040 Park Ave,
 Chico, CA 95928 

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. RAY BINI
128 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Phone: (707) 688-3751
Email: Raymond.Bini@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 486-2948
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 8:00 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

30 9th St.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 210-9577

Email: kcpres@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. RICHARD NEGRO                                                                                         
 Address: 17417 Jackrabbit 

Road Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: 530-938-3079
Email: italianmomo@

outlook.com 
Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti

P. O. Box 130
Weed, CA 96094 

Phone: (530) 938-2881
Email: sole@cot.net

Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Sons of Italy Memorial Hall

155 Clay Street
Weed, CA 96094

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
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I'm an Italian American
I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 

Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.
I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 

My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 
My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of Dante, and 

the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of Illinois, colo-
nizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of

man was written into the Bill of Rights.
I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.
I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.

I am Alessandro Malaspina.
I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.

I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,

I am John Basilone of New Jersey.
I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 

and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,

the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.

I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has dedicated 

me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it.

I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.


