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OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE 
GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA 
WHOSE JURISDICTION COVERS 

CALIFORNIA, NEVADA  AND 
KLAMATH COUNTY IN OREGON

DATED MATERIAL

IL LEONE
Message From the

State President

State President
Barbara Wisniewski

News from the 
Central

Pauline Richmond
State First Vice President

News from the 
North
Louis Lodi

State Third Vice President

Cont. on page 2

DO NOT DELAY

News from the 
South

Mark Vaona
State Second Vice President

Its September and starting 
to get busy again. I was priv-
ileged to go to Enrico Caru-
so lodges 95th Anniversary 
and represent our President. 
I was thrilled to be able to 
do this as one of my earli-
est lodge visits for anything 
when I was a young man 
(many moons ago) was to 
Visalia.  My wife was one of 
our 5 Grand Lodge queens 
and was invited to ride in 
the parade in Visalia.  I have 
been there many times since 
and have always been treat-
ed like family.

While we were in Fresno 
for Grand Council, I was 
able to attend their 100th 
Anniversary.  It was held 
at the Fresno Fairgrounds 
and they even got us a tour 
of the Italian Museum.  The 
food and company were ex-
emplary.  The weather was 
outstanding for an outdoor 
event, whoever planned 
that deserves a raise.

I am looking forward to 
the Southern Golf Tourna-
ment in Palm Springs in 
November.  I just now have 
to figure out how to get my 
wife to let me play on our 
Anniversary. 

Sincerely,
Mark Vaona 
State Vice President of the 

South.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
First off, some people 

have asked me where my 
IL Leone article was last 
month. I must apologize 
as I spent a little too much 
time in that 100-degree 
weather and it knocked me 
for a loop, but I am recov-
ered now.

Our Grand Council Meet-
ing in Fresno was very 
busy. We covered a lot of 
issues in the day and half 
but the most important was 
the selling of The Grand 
Lodge. I am happy to report 
that the company interest-
ed in the purchasing of The 
Grand Lodge is extremely 
anxious and optimistic to 
work with us. 

After a long meeting on 
Saturday, we all traveled 
to the Fresno Fair Grounds 
where we attended the 
Columbo-Stella Lodge’s 
100th Anniversary Cele-
bration. Olivia Deliddo 
and company wooed ev-
eryone with their hospital-
ity and raffle. What was so 
impressive was all the past 
scholarship recipients that 
attended, some as far back 
as forty years. They also 
gave us a wonderful tour 
of The Fresno Museum at 
the Fair Grounds where we 
were shown Italian exhibits 
and how Columbo-Stella 
Lodge played a big part in 
the history of Italians in the 
Fresno Valley. Again, thank 
you and congratulations to 
the Columbo-Stella Lodge 
#1149 on their 100th Anni-
versary!

On the 20th of September, 
Gold Country Lodge had 
their Summer Special Piz-
za Dinner from Viscuso’s 
Pizzeria.  I am sure every-

Cont. on page 3Cont. on page 2

This past month has been 
a whirlwind of activity.  Ken 
and I were in Chico with 
the Vincenzo Bellini Lodge 
for the Western Founda-
tion’s Golf Outing.  I de-
clined to participate in the 
Frozen Meatball contest.  I 
just figured it would be bet-
ter to go out a winner than 
to miss and lose!  As you 
all know, I don’t golf so it 
would have been a definite 
miss!  Instead I became the 
Tequila girl and was driven 
around by President, Tony 
George, to visit each group 
of golfers.  I had never rid-
den in a golf cart to it was 
a great experience.  Unfor-
tunately, Tony had never 
driven a golf cart so there 
were some precarious mo-
ments!  Thanks for the fun 
Tony!

I have not yet received 
a report of how much was 
raised but I believe the 
work on the raffle and auc-
tion items brought the re-
ceipts up.  There were a lot 
of big ticket items donated.  

I have been looking for 
an excuse to visit the coast 
and this trip gave it to me.  
If you haven’t been to Mon-
terey Bay, you are surely 
missing out.  The Aquari-
um is an amazing place and 
the Wharfs are so much fun 
with seafood everywhere.  
As most of you know I am 
a New Jersey transplant to 
Reno, Nevada.  The shore 
was always less than an 
hour away in Jersey.  In 

Reno there is no ocean.  
Tahoe is wonderful but so 
different.  The Bay made 
me feel like a kid on the Jer-
sey shore again!

From there we went to 
Clovis for our Grand Coun-
cil meeting.  I was able to 
share that we are under 
contract with a buyer for 
the Grand Lodge building 
in San Francisco.  We are 
still in the escrow stage so 
this is not written in stone.  
By the time you read this 
we will know for sure.  Un-
fortunately, during the last 
week, we had a small elec-
trical fire in the catering 
area.  The potential buyers 
have seen the damage as 
has the insurance adjuster.  
As of this writing I have no 
further information.  

We approved Dee Dee 
Drene as our Grand Lodge 
Membership Chair.  She 
will work our Local Lodges 
to find ways to attract new 
members.  

We have an additional 
Trustee seat approved by 
the Western Foundation 
Council for Marlene Ro-
manazzi.  She will make 
a great addition to the 
Council.  Donations were 
approved to our National 
Charities. Our Scholarship 
applications have been 
cleaned up and approved.  

The Royal Pageant Con-
test does not seem to be 
able to get off the ground.  
We only have 2 entries and 
only 2 weeks to go till the 
deadline.  We are looking 
into a raffle to be held in 
its place for the benefit of 
the Local Lodges and the 
Grand Lodge.  Further in-
formation to follow.

The Golf Tournament in 
Palm Springs sponsored by 
the Dolly Sinatra Lodge will 
be held on November 14th.  
This is another fund raiser 
for the Western Foundation 
and I hope that many of our 
members and officers will 
support this fund raiser.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
THE FOLLOWING ARE 

TWO VERY IMPORTANT 
REMINDERS:

The end of September is 
the deadline for you to get 
your information to the 
Royal Pageant Chairperson 
about a Royal Pageant con-
testant from your lodge. 
For details, please contact 
Pamela Ricci- Royal Pag-
eant Chairperson.

Columbus Day/October 
Raffle, September 30, 2022, 
was the deadline for ticket 
stubs and money sent to 
the Grand Lodge of Cali-
fornia Office. Hopefully, ev-
ery effort was made to sell 
or purchase the tickets, as 
the proceeds will be for the 
Grand Lodge of California 
General Fund.

The weekend of Septem-
ber 16, 17, & 18, 2022, I at-
tended the Grand Council 
Meeting held at the Hamp-
ton Inn & Suites Clovis-Air-
port North Hotel.

On Friday, 16th the State 
Trustees had their audit of 
the books followed with 
the State Officers Executive 
Meeting.

On Saturday, 17th the 
Grand Council meeting 
opened for all OSDIA mem-
bers to attend the meeting. 
State Officers reports as 
well as Committee reports 
were presented.

There was discussion 
regarding the sale of the 
Grand Lodge Building and 
looking for purchasing an-
other building.
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State President
Cont. from page 1

We had an amazing time 
with the Mother Lodge, 
Colombo-Stella celebrating 
their 100th Anniversary.  Ol-
ivia Dellido and Steve Barra 
along with the Lodge mem-
bers.  So much memorabilia 
to see.  The event was held 
at the Fresno Fair Grounds.  
The food was delicious and 
the entertainment was won-
derful.  Singing and danc-
ing the Tarantella brought 
back so many memories 
of my family together at 
events back East.  There is 
a museum that holds amaz-
ing history of Fresno with 
so many Italians and Ital-
ian Americans highlighted 
in one area dedicated to 
them.  Thank you Olivia for 
all the time and energy you 
put into this museum.  She 
worked with the curators 
to “get it right”, and “get 
it right” she did!  The elec-
tronic touch screens can get 
you anywhere you would 
like to go in the history of 
Italians and Italian Ameri-
cans in Fresno.

The next stop on this 

whirlwind tour of me and 
Ken took us to Sonoma.  We 
are staying at a lovely bed 
and breakfast.  I’ve never 
stayed at a bed and break-
fast so this was a first and 
very nice experience.  They 
gave me a desk and quiet 
spot to complete this article.

Tomorrow night we 
will visit The Valley of the 
Moon Lodge to initiate new 
members.  I am so looking 
forward to going, as you 
all know that is my favor-
ite thing to do.  Thank you 
to President, Linda Shock-
ey and the members of the 
Valley of the Moon Lodge 
for what I am sure will be a 
wonderful time with good 
food and good friends. 

I must say, at this time I 
will be happy to get back 
home.  This was a busy trip.

The meeting ending at ap-
prox. 4:00pm!

That evening all officers 
and guests attended the Co-
lombo-Stella Lodge #1149, 
100th anniversary, held at 
the Fresno Fair Grounds. It 

was a wonderful celebra-
tion of one hundred years 
with beautiful memories 
of past and present years. 
An Italian Museum Tour, 
No host cocktails, Appe-
tizers, Steak & Rigatoni 
Dinner, dessert, entertain-
ment, & auction. Lodge 
President, Olivia DeLiddo 
and Co-Chair Steven Bar-
ra and committee did an 
outstanding job hosting a 
beautiful and memorable 
event. Lodges members 
throughout the state were 
in attendance to partici-
pate in celebration of the 
100th Anniversary of our 
Mother Lodge. My Best 
Wishes and Congratula-
tions to the Colombo-Stel-
la Lodge for many more 
occasions to celebrate.

State Deputies – Central 
a copy of the State Depu-
ty quarterly revised form 
has been sent to you! I 
am looking forward to re-
ceiving your third quarter 
2022, report!! 

Ciao – until next month

State First Vice President
Cont. from page 1
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Barbara Wisniewski State President and Husband Ken

Happy Halloween

Rest in Peace
Ernest Joseph Bertaina (Ernie) passed away on July 

4, 2002, at his home with his loved ones by his side. 
Born in Hanford in 1928 to Barney and Rosie Ber-
taina, he attended kindergarten in a one-room school-
house (South School). He attended Jefferson Elemen-
tary, then graduated 8th grade from St.Rose Catholic 
school in 1943. He was a Hanford High graduate with 
the Class of 1947.

Ernie had so many jobs throughout his lifetime. He 
farmed with his family; drove a school bus for Han-
ford High School; worked for Bertram Motor Sales 
and Lakeside School; and was an Animal Control 
Officer for the County of Kings for 41 years. In his 
“spare time” Ernie was a Hanford Police Department 
Reserve Officer, a Deputy Constable and a Private 
Process Server.

To top it all off, we worked part-time for Whitehurst 
McNamara Funeral Service for over 50 years.

In 1950 Ernie became a member of Hanford Sons of 
Italy Lodge #1543. He was a member for 72 years at 
the time of his death. Along with his parents, Ernie 
helped bring the culture of Italy to his relatives and 
friends in America. He held several different offices 
throughout the years, helping at dinner-dances, spa-
ghetti dinners and other fundraisers. In the past sev-
eral years, Ernie never missed the Lodge Polenta Din-
ner held in January. As this was his birthday month, 
Hanford Lodge members usually honored him with 
a birthday cake; this year “94” decorated the cake!! 
He was always so appreciative. His hobbies included 
woodworking.

He donated several of his birdhouses and milking 
stools to be used as raffle gifts at several fundraisers. 
He loved giving friends keychains adorned with reli-
gious crosses, etc. (His family had these available for 
taking at his Rosary.) We will never forget our broth-
er, Ernie!!

He leaves behind a loving family: Gladys, his 
wife; Elsie Bertaina, his sister; four children: Michael 
(Candy); Cheryl, Denny and Matthew; five grand-
children: Steve Bertaina (Heather), Jennifer Wagner 
(John); Aaron Atteberry (Janell), Chase Lehn, and 
Kevin Bertaina; two stepchildren: Michael Garcia 
and Amy Zaragoza; and numerous great-grandchil-
dren andgreat-great grandchildren. Riposare in pace, 
Fratello, Ernie!!

Ernest Joseph Bertaina (Ernie)

Hanford Lodge #1543
by Jackie Giacomazzi

jackiegiacomazzi@gmail.com

The June BBQ was chaired by Vincent Scialo and Michael 
Leoni on June 22.  The weather was breezy and cool, and 
the food was enjoyed all all who attended.

Nanna Giacomazzi’s grandkids (Giulia, Hanna, Gianna, 
Christina) are getting ready to help with the Spaghetti/
Meatball Dinner and Sauce Sale coming up on October 
30, 2022. Hanford Fraternal Hall--12 noon until 3 p.m. 
Save the Date and get your tickets soon.

Hanford Lodge #1543 was happy to honor two of our 
long-time, hard-working members on their 80th birthdays:  
Tony Tesoriere, Orator  and Carol Todd, Financial Secre-
tary.  Don’t forget to get your tickets for our spaghetti/
meatball dinner/sauce sale on October 30!!  559 584 7433 
or 816 0707!!!

State 3rd Vice President
Cont. from page 1

Autumn is here!

one had a good time. By 
the way, do not forget their 
Bocce Tournament on Octo-
ber 9th at Promontory Point 
Park in El Dorado Hills. For 
more information, call An-
thony and Beverly Scotch at 
916-425-3330.

Chico Lodge Vincen-
zo Bellini #2519 had their 
Western Foundation 23rd 
Golf Tournament on Sep-
tember 12th.  Just like every 
previous year everyone had 
a great time with wonderful 
Golfing and fantastic raffle 
prizes. I wish I could have 
been there but unfortunate-
ly; I’ve been without a car 
for four months. Hopefully 
it will be done in Mid-Octo-
ber.  

On October 24th I went 
to Santa Rosa Lodge #1898 
for their luncheon at Mary’s 
Pizza. I am so pleased that 
they were able come togeth-
er after all the Covid chaos. 
It was a great time and I got 
to meet more members.

Shasta Lodge #2453 had 
their Paesano Days on Sep-
tember 16th & 17th. Again, I 
wish I could have attended 
but I was at Grand Council 
in Fresno. I know that they 
had a fantastic turnout, and 
the weather was awesome. 
Someday I will get up there 
to play Bocce.

On October 8th the 
Northern Solano Lodge 
#2534 is having their Co-
lumbus Day Dinner which 
includes pasta, meatballs 
and all the fixings plus a 
raffle and Desert Auction. 
For more information, call 
Carol at 707-334-0611.

Cristoforo Columbo 
Lodge #1534 is celebrating 
Columbus Day in Reno the 
weekend of October 8th & 
9th. Twenty thousand crazy 
Italians will be celebrating 
in the streets of Reno. Head 
up to Reno that weekend 
if you are looking to have 
some fun.

Enjoy and celebrate our 
Italian Heritage this month 
and be proud of your Italian 
Culture and Membership in 
the Sons and Daughters of 
Italy.

Ciao for now,
Louie Lodi
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Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

LEADERSHIP 
by Pauline Terrusa Richmond 

State First Vice President 
 In taking inventory of myself as the State Leader-

ship Chairperson, I hope that the information that I 
have shared in the articles for the IL Leone newspa-
per could be used for seasoned leaders, those new to 
Leadership, and those who are considering taking on 
a Leadership role. 

 The assignment of the State Leadership Chairper-
son has given me the opportunity to explore differ-
ence tools and avenues of good leadership. Being the 
chairperson has not only taught me how to be a better 
leader but also a better follower. We sometimes forget 
that to be a leader, we should also know how to fol-
low. 

Remember, the way we treat members is just as 
important as how we lead them. There are so many 
ways to implement care/love into your leadership 
role. Just by saying a simple thank you is an example 
of implementing care/love. Thank you for your time, 
talents and for all you do for OSDIA! 

 One more thing, remember, it is not what we say; it 
is how we say it! 

Periodically I will be writing about Italian Ameri-
cans who changed history with their leadership!  

Lodge Anniveraries
October
La Costa dei Fiori #2424.........................10/22/78
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Charm Bracelets
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

PHOTO: Arancino (Wikipedia)

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto-Roma Lodge President

Roma Lodge holds its Junior Member Night at the August meeting each year.  
The lodge has about 60 junior members and over 25 attended the meeting.  They 
conducted the opening and closing ceremonies and enjoyed getting a lot of back-
to-school supplies.  Nearly 80 members of the lodge enjoyed a great event.  

Roma Lodge Junior Members
(Sitting) Amelia Curti, Camilla Pitigliano, Kate Watkins, Giana Daramy, Ava James 
Clark (standing) Amelia Curti, Camden Taylor, Mason Moffett, Quinn Moffett, Giada 
Pitigliano, Nolan Clark, Harlow, Haydyn and Harper DePaoli, Isabel Daramy, Giulia 
Watkins, Adelyn Watkins, George Maness III, Taylor Dutto, Austin Gentry, Aiden Gen-
try, Ariel Maness, Jordyn Dutto. 

Agnes Pelous Celebrates
100th Birthday

Longtime member of Roma Lodge Ag-
nes Pelous celebrated her 100th birth-
day with family and friends on July 
17, 2022.

Over 100 Years of 
Roma Lodge Membership!

Angie Milanesio and Frances Della 
celebrated their 93rd birthdays at the 
June-2022 meeting. Combined they 
have over 102 years of membership in 
the Order!

CHARM BRACELETS
The story of jewelry goes 

back to the dawn of man-
kind. We have an instinct 
to adorn our bodies with 
beautiful items, but also 
with items to make us feel 
powerful, fortunate, and 
blessed. The use of primi-
tive jewelry predates writ-
ing systems. Precious met-
als and colorful crystals 
were eagerly sought and 
treasured. Handmade jew-
elry was an early industry 
and a traded commodity. 
It is an indicator of wealth 
and social status, chiefly 
worn around the neck and 
arms. The Etruscans who 
lived in Italy before the Ro-
mans were famous for their 
works of gold. Fashions in 
various locations were es-
tablished in jewelry as in 
clothing. Many examples of 
ancient jewelry can bee seen 
in museums today. Jewelry 
in one form or another will 
probably never go out of 
fashion. 

Bracelets have been worn 
in almost ever culture. They 
have been worn by indi-
viduals of various ages and 
genders. They are worn 
on hands and feet. A hand 
bracelet is often designed 
to slip over the hand and 
be kept on the wrist with-
out slipping off the hand so 
many bracelets have a lock-
ing hinge or are made of a 
flexible material to achieve 
this purpose. 

In the twentieth centu-
ry charm bracelets were 
fashionable. They gained 
popularity during World 
War II. They are still worn 
today. They are generally 
gold- or silver-toned. Some 
charms are made of color-
ful enamels. Some incorpo-
rate gemstones. Some are 
made of genuine gold or 
silver. Some are hand craft-
ed. And some are vintage or 
antique. A charm bracelet 
can be worn having one sig-
nificant charm or dozens of 
interesting charms. Charm 
bracelets generally repre-
sent one’s values, beliefs, 

interests, experiences, and 
personality. 

We can theme a charm 
bracelet for special occa-
sions or favorite objects. 
A charm bracelet can be 
themed for a religious or 
secular holiday. It can be 
themed for a certain coun-
try. For example, a charm 
bracelet themed for Italy 
can have charms that repre-
sent the “boot” shape of Ita-
ly, the Colosseum, the Lean-
ing Tower of Pisa, a Vespa 
scooter, words of affection, 
a soccer ball, the Italian flag, 
a she-wolf and twins, a city 
name, the national colors, a 
coin, a gondola, a pizza, a 
wine bottle, the poet Dan-
te, Christopher Columbus, 
a donkey, a horn of plenty, 
a mandolin, Cupid, a paint 
brush, etc. Charms may also 
be marked “Made in Italy.” 

The charm bracelet can be 
kept with a wish or a per-
sonal intent in mind -- to 
travel, find true love, start 
a family, acquire wealth, 
gain popularity, and more. 
Acquiring new charms is 
a challenge and fun. Some 
good-luck charms are in-
expensive; others are rare 
and costly. Charm bracelets 
make wonderful gifts with 
the possibility of changing 
and adding new charms 
over time. There are an al-
most infinite number of 
charm motifs, as many as 
can be imagined. Charm 
bracelets and charms may 
be affectionately passed 
on to future generations as 
family heirlooms to cele-
brate one’s heritage. 

The name for a charm 
bracelet in Italian is “brac-
cialetto di fascino.” Here 
are some dream meanings: 
If you dream you are wear-
ing a bracelet, it is a sign of 
a new friendship. A broken 
bracelet indicates the loss of 
a friendship or loss of mon-
ey. If you dream you find a 
bracelet, it indicates wealth 
is on the way. If you dream 
you lose a bracelet, you are 
about to let an opportunity 
slip through your fingers. 

New Members
Roma Lodge #1573 initiated 14 new members at our September meeting.  It is the largest 
group of new members to join the lodge in recent memory.  This brings the membership 
in the lodge to 290 members.  
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Dolly Sinatra Lodge #2400
Palm Springs, CA

by Andy Casey
There are all kinds of songs and odes to summer; the 

joys, the fun, the pursuit of fireflies on a lovely evening, 
etc., etc! Nobody who lives in our desert wrote any of 
them! Perhaps some wrote songs or odes lamenting the 
lack thereof! But once again I’m writing to say that chang-
es are coming. A sign of that is our doors open October 12! 
It signals the joy that our lovely falls are about to begin, 
and perhaps you’ll have the opportunity to play a round 
of golf without the danger of heat stroke. WHICH BRINGS 
ME TO A POINT!

Our third annual golf tournament is just over the hori-
zon. Tee off is Monday, November 14, 2022. AND THAT 
MEANS IT’S TIME TO GET IN ON THE FUN, AND FOR 
YOU TO ENTER OUR TOURNAMENT NOW! ALSO IN 
THE THIRD YEAR IS OUR ITALIAN BUFFET, IMMEDI-
ATELY FOLLOWING THE GOLF TOURNAMENT.  In the 
pages of this edition of the Il Leone is an application for 
the tournament, buffet and Tee Sponsors.

The tournament is played at the Indian Canyon Golf 
Resort, which is a lovely course offering beautiful vistas 
of our surrounding mountains. For those of you coming, 
and there are more of you every year, to play in the tour-
nament for the first time, you’re in for quite a treat. It’s a 
relaxed environment, and our locals are a fun bunch, but 
hard to beat so bring your best game!

As I said above we’re opening Wednesday October 12th, 
and for as long as I can remember, our always fabulous 
Frank DiSalvo will once again be kicking of the season 
with a bang! So look for Lori Harvey to be giving you a 
call soon to check if you’re coming. If you don’t hear from 
Lori, or are new to our Lodge give her a call at 760 360 
6255.

Our luck with our weekly entertainment program is 
amazing! We’re so lucky in addition to having Frank DI 
Salvo opening, to have Michael D’Angelo back on second 
Wednesdays and Larry Capeloto back on third Wednes-
days. Doesn’t get any better my friends. Might even have 
Mr. Entertainment Larry Del Rose back for a show next 
year! Don’t forget each entertainer occasionally brings 
guest entertainers to perform with them. 

And our volunteer staff will be back largely intact, as Re-
nee most likely will not be moving to Las Vegas. So all in 
all I think we’re off to a brilliant season with our President 
Joe LaPorta still at the helm. As always should you have 
any questions regarding the tournament or the Lodge just 
call Joe at 760 219 9171.

Our friends and fellow members, Rose Kingsley and 
Norm Miller, moved this summer to Las Vegas, closer to 
the clubs she is now doing more and more shows at. They 
will however be doing a show here, “Rose Kingsley Sings 
Sinatra..Her Way”, October 15th at 7:30 pm. Our own Lar-
ry Capeloto will be their opening act with his comedy rou-
tine. Tickets are $35.00 and the show is at Ohav Shalom 
Messanic Congregation, 35688 Cathedral Canyon Dr., Ca-
thedral City 92234. Call Norm Miller at 760 895 0450 with 
questions and for information.
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES
NORTH BAY

SHARON SILVEIRA
1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: 559-592-5466
 rteelee@aol.com

   
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 Email: 
mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 

Rodolfo
Valentino

Lodge   
#1449
Clovis, CA

by Carol Watson, Pres-
identi 

and Lou Catallo, His-
torian

Spaghetti & meatballs, 
so Italian, but not so in 
Italy. This dish is truly an 
American development, 
curtesy of the Italian im-
migrants of the late 1800s. 
The meatballs existing in 
Italy (called polpetta), are 
smaller than their Ameri-
can cousins, and are usu-
ally eaten as a dish of their 
own. However, when 
my dad did the cooking 
during The Great War 
(now, WWI), his family 
recipe included meatballs 
and other meats in the 
ragu (sauce). The meat-
balls were golf ball sized 
and tossed into the sauce 
raw to cook.

Last month August)) 
we met at Luna’s with an 
expanded group. Also, 
the Fresno lodge (Stel-
la-Colombo), the Califor-
nia state mother lodge, 
celebrated their 100the 
anniversary at the Fresno 
Fair grounds; this gave 
the crowd the chance to 
visit the Fresno County 
Museum on the premises 
and view the “Italian Dis-
play”, which impressed 
those that saw it. A good 
time was had by those 
that attended the party, 
including the Clovis del-
egation.

For the kids: Cats go to 
school so they can become 
litter-ate.

Italians in the late 1800s 
immigrated to all the 
Americas. Approximate-
ly 13,000 went to Mexico, 
but half returned to Italy 
or went on to the United 
States.

National Scholarships 
are again being offered; 
check this issue of Il Le-
one for details. Also, the 
University of California 
in Fresno offers students 
Italian-oriented scholar-
ships … call them for de-
tails.

Say it in Italian: Il matti-
no ha I’ro in bocca – “The 
early bird catches the 
worm”. 

Hello from Redding:
This past weekend was a 

big one for our lodge. Pae-
sano Days was held Friday, 
September 16th and Satur-
day, September 17th. Fri-
day night was the start of 
our bocce tournament, and 
our Spaghetti Dinner. We 
served about 900 people. 
The weather was perfect 
and our new layout at the 
park worked out great. By 
noon Saturday we had sold 
out of cannoli, and shortly 
thereafter we were out of 
raffle tickets.

The Bocce Tournament 
went well with 30 teams 
participating. The winners 
were Beersagna led by our 
friend Tina Carletta. She 
also made Pizza Fritta for 
Saturday morning to go 
with the mimosas. The Vin-

cenzo Bellini lodge from 
Chico had a bocce team 
headed by their President 
Tony George and played 
well but didn’t place. Our 
State Deputy John Jefsen 
and his lovely wife Lorna, 
also from the Vincenzo Bell-
ini Lodge, were at our event 
on Friday night.

Our Raffle grand prize 
was $500 cash and was 
won by our member Doug 
Phelps who was there help-
ing in the beer booth and 
food court.

As much as we need rain, 
we were glad it held out 
until our popup tents were 
down and the bocce finals 
were almost over. On Mon-
day the courts looked like a 
pond with the standing wa-
ter from the rain.

Our chairman for the 

Shasta Lodge #2453
Redding, CA

by Carole Dellaragione

Paesano Days Chairman 
John Tasello, along with lodge 
friend and helper John Ohler. 
They are in a golf cart used to 
shuttle our guests from and 
to their parking places at Pae-
sano Days.

event, John Tasello, had a 
great crew of workers from 
the lodge members to many 
friends from our communi-
ty.

Next up, many of our 
members are going to Reno 
for their 40th Great Italian 
Festival on Columbus Day. 
Then on October 15th we 
will be hosting the Alys-
sa Araiza Wings of Angels 
fundraiser. They raise mon-
ey for families of seriously 
ill children. This is the 20th 
annual event at our lodge 
and we serve a spaghetti 
and meatball dinner to a 
very large crowd.

We hope you all got some 
much needed rain and hope 
we have a “wet winter”. 
Happy Columbus Day!

Your friends from Shasta 
Lodge.

Winner of the Grand Prize 
of $500 at Paesano Days, our 
member Doug Phelps.
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2022 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

Renee Adair
Anaheim Lodge #2076 
Alice Bankhead 
Beatrice Portinari Lodge #1626
Pamela Bini
Giovanna Bilotti
Donna Branch 
Rick Branch
Judith Ann Buldo
C. Columbo Lodge #1315
David Carboni
Cesare Batistti Lodge #1518
Columbia Lodge #1940
Joanne Coccia Lodge #2553
John Costa
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
#1534 
Diablo Valley Lodge #2167
Edithe DiGiuro 
Michael DiGiuro
Jacqueline Doti
Dolly Sinatra Lodge #2400
Gabe Domenici 
Mardell Domenici
Anthony Finazzo 
Marie Finazzo
Gina Gallucci
Gloria Garibaldi
Mario Guardi
Mary LaBanca
Zelda LeFrak
Janey Leonardich
Carla Lotito
Mary Lotito
The Lowinger Family
In Memory  of Sandra Daniels
Richard Luzzi 
Giovanna Michalski
Michael Navone
Bernadine Neil

Lynn Lawrence-Murphy
William Murphy 
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
Maria Pignati  
Ugo Pignati
Annette Porter
Phil Privitera
Hugh Ricci
Pamela Ricci
Pauline Richmond
Diane Robey
Al and Lillian Rossi
Bernadine Neil and Al Schlappy
Shasta Lodge #2453
St. Helena Lodge #2077
Sadie Tamburine
Jan Trigleth
Michael S. Turrini
Ukiah Lodge #2104 
Debbie Ure
Roy T. Vanoni 
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
Watsonville Lodge #2016
West End Lodge #2127
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski 
In Memory of Brother Fred 
Buerman, OBOSB Hand of 
Help, From Ron & Ashley 
Latteri
In Memory of Mirella Bratte-
sani, Ceasars Restaurant, From 
Ron & Ashley Latteri
In Memory of Father John Mal-
loy, From Ron & Ashley Latteri
In Memory of Father Larry N. 
Lorenzoni, From Ron & Ashley 
Latteri

Please make your check out to the Westerm 
Foundation and earmark the IL Leone

Diana’s Poetry Corner
THE OWL

by Diana S. Minsky

Eureka Lodge #1274
Eureka, CA

by Joe Bonino

The Eureka Lodge #1274 participated in the first 
post-pandemic veterans stand down event at the Ferndale 
fairgrounds the first weekend of October.  The veterans 
were very appreciative for the delicious Italian meal. 

 October’s polenta and chicken Pinochi and Stagno-
li scholarship fundraising drive thru dinner will be held 
on October 16th from 4:00 to 6:00PM at the Elks Lodge on 
Herrick Avenue.  Thank you to all who worked so hard to 
sell tickets.

Our next monthly meeting is on October 25th in the 
Pinochi Room in St Bernard Parish Hall at 7:00PM.  Our 
agenda includes planning for (possibly) a women veterans 
luncheon on Veteran’s day and planning for our Christ-
mas party in December.

     September/October birthday greetings to Larry Bi-
ondini, Dianne Luzzi, Jim Pell, Gene Senestraro, and Jose-
phine Silva.

     Happy Halloween!

Giuliana Stagnoli poses with Crusty the Crab during Ital-
ian Heritage Night at the Humboldt Crabs Arcata Ballpark 
on July 29th.  Long time Crabs volunteer Giuliana threw 
out the ceremonial first pitch.

The wise owl is a
creature to see

whether curled in the rafers
or nestled in trees

This lovely, feathered bird
varies in species and size
Revered over the world

with his large round
eyes and his vocal sounds

that mystifies

The best 
places to 

visit in Italy 
in Fall

Here are some of the best 
places are to enjoy fall foli-
age in Italy:
Casentinesi Forest Nation-

al Park 
Casentinesi Forest Na-

tional Park is located on 
the border of Romagna and 
Tuscany, in the provinces of 
Forlì Cesena, Arezzo, and 
Florence. This 368 square 
kilometers forest is one of a 
kind!

It’s one of the best places 
to visiting in Italy in Fall. 
The national park is a UN-
ESCO world heritage site 
with dense woods, scenic 
waterfalls, and mystical 
sanctuaries.

In fall you can enjoy the 
colors and fragrances of 
the park. There are many 
trails that can be explored 
either on foot, by bike, or 
on horseback. This is one of 
the most beautiful forests in 
Europe and worth adding 
to your Italy Bucketlist.

Palermo
Palermo is the capital of 

the island of Sicily in the 
South- East of Italy. The is-
land is a very popular tour-
ist destination in spring 
and summer amongst Eu-
ropeans. The best season 
the visit the island is how-
ever in fall: the sea will be 
warm from all the summer 
sun, the temperature will 
not reach above 30°C and 
you will be able to visit all 
the highlights without too 
many other visitors around.

If that did not convince 
you, perhaps the incredible 
street food in Palermo will. 
Make sure to Try out the lo-
cal delicacies like Arancina 
(fried rice balls containing 
ragu or the vegetarian al-
ternative a la norma) or the 
Focaccia Maritata – a sand-
wich filled with spleen, ri-
cotta, and cheese. Both of 
which can be eaten in the  
Antica Focacceria San Fran-
cesco is located in the heart 
of the old town.
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colom-
bo-Stella-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Facebook.com/Order.Sons.of.Italy.
Eureka
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
www.sonsofitalysandiego.org
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail 
address or website and you 
would like to include it with the 
above list, please send it to me at 
apampuro@comline.com.

Valley of the 
Moon, #1959

 Sonoma,  CA
by Marilyn Sylvestri

Trustee
Ave, atque, vale!!  (Hail 

and farewell).
Br.#1959  is alive and 

well!!  Come to our dinner 
on September 20.  Our State 
President Barbara is attend-
ing to help initiate our new 
members.  Opened since 
May 20, 2022 after a long hi-
bernation.  New cook, new 
officers but the same place.  
Our Sonoma Vet’s is locat-
ed at 126 1st west, Sonoma, 
95476.  Si qua via est!!

(Hope to see you)

Cesare Battisti Losge 
#1518 has some good news.
We have people stepping 
up to take offices just when 
we need them.. I am ever so 
grateful to all of you.

We are looking ahead to 
finding a new locatoin in 
Petaluma, where this lodge 
was established in 1929.

    In 2023, we are looking 
ahead to soar ahead  with 
a new president and some 
new officers and a new lo-
cation back where we be-
long in Petaluma.

Watch for our new loca-
tion announcement soon 
then come and join us for a 
meal and good times, and 
bring a friend.

Ernie Giono

Cesare Battisti 
Losge #1518

Petaluma, CA
by Ernie Giono
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LODGE DIRECTORY
ANAHEIM

LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. MARIANN AITA

212 S. Kraemer Blvd Unit 207
Placentia , CA 92870

Phone: (201) 562-4786
Email: mareprincipessa@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808

Phone: (714) 469-1020
Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meeting 1st. Wed. 7:30 p.m.

NOT EVERY MONTH
Contact 

President Mariann Aita or 
Rec. Sec. Fran D’Errico
 for more details of date 

and place. 

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
128 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Cell:  (707) 567-2938
Email: porterbini@gmail.com
Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: ospires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. CAROL ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969
Email: c_espo@att.net

Rec. Edna Esposito
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone:(925) 978-3961

Email: Esposnca@sbcglobal.
net

Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center

415 W. 2nd Street
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES. STEVE GUTHRIE
337 GladysAve #6

Long Beach, CA 908144
Phone: (310) 483-4383

Email: stvegut@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES: Ernie Giono
50 Circulo Puerto

Rohnert Park, CA 94928
Phone:   (707) 585-2928

Email: erng1624@aol.com
Rec.Secty. Anna Biggio

125 Rogue Moraes
Mill Valley, CA 94941

Phone: (415) 388-1998
Email: sonoioann@gmail.

com
2nd Sunday 2:00 p.m.

    Rancho Grande
    5900 Snyder Lane

    Rohnert Park, CA94928

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. ANGELO FANUCCHI
 3721 Wilshire Ave.

   San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 678-1993
Email:angsm42@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Angie Fanucchi

3721 Wilshire Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94403

Phone: (650) 228-6013
Email: angsm42@gmail.com

Meets 4th Tues, 11:00 a.m.
Peninsula Italian American 

Social Club
100 North B Street

San Mateo, CA 94401

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 312-5151
Rec Secty Steven Barra

850 W. Jensen
Fresno, CA 93706

Phone: (559) 974-2345
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

Contact Olivia Deliddo
For Details

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. ANGELA SILVA

625 H St. NE #444
Washington DC 20002
Phone:  (650) 291-3595

Email:silva.angela110290@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Carla Silva

1301 Williams Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Phone:  (415) 308-8254
No information on meeting 

place

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty.  Paul Romero

12410 Westridge Dr. 
Reno, NV 89511

Phone (775) 772-5476
Email: paul@redstonenv.

com
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
The Reno Elks Lodge

597 Kumle Lane
Reno, NV  89509

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LINDA PARENT TASCA
4014 Lynwood Ct.

Concord, CA 94519
Phone:  (925) 825-2560

Email: lptcatlady@yahoo.
com 

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Dr.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 2nd Thurs. 12:00 noon
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOSEPH LAPORTA 
1536 Enclave way

Palm Springs CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.rr.com
Rec. Sec.  Julia D’Elia
    2060 Rochelle Road

    Palm Springs, CA 92262
   Phone: 760 333-5794

Email: 
Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. LARRY ROMANAZZI
1150 N.Rossmoor Ct.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: (559) 733-1461

Email: larry@msrcpa.com
Rec. Secty.Pam Buldo

 Phone: (559) 799-8697
Email: pjbuldo@aol.com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. JOHN SALIZZONI
P.O. Box 3131

Eureka, CA  95502-3131
Phone: (707) 498-0774

EMAIL: eddie.alexander.
Rec. Secty. Laura Lazzarotto

2911 C Street
Eureka, CA  95501

Phone: (707) 499-6674
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

7th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

Email: sonsofitalyeureka@
gmail.com

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. SADIE TAMBURINE

1925 Circle Park Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone: (760) 274-6270
             {760) 613-6178

Email: sadieagos@gmail.
com

Rec. Secty. Sarah Van 
Leuvan

341 Shady Glen Drive
Fallbrook, CA 92028

Phone:  (619) 922 5839

Meets 3rd Mon. 6:00 P.M.
Portuguese Hall

2818 Avenida De Portugal
San Diego, CA 92106

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. MARIANNE CAMP-
BELL

Address: 1660 Medolla Dr. 
Sparks, NV 89434

Phone: (775) 560-8199
Email: mnc0107@

sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Monica Domini

4790 Caughlin Parkway #502
Reno, NV 89519

Phone:  (775) 843-3733
Email: monica.domini@gmail.

com
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. JIM SILVEIRA
1150 St. Andrews

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Phone: (916) 939-6445

Email:inspectorjim@yahoo.
com

Rec. Secty. Bev Scotch
3225 Stonehurst Dr. 

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Email: bevscotch@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave

La Puente, CA 91744
Phone:(626) 261-2879

Email: bverdo@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
2520 Summershade Dr.

La Habra 90631 
Phone: (562) 400-9663
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 8 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. MICHAEL LEONI
315 W. Earl Way 
Hanford, CA 93230

Phone: 559-212-8773 
Email: mleoni1080@gmail.

com 
Rec.Secty. Brittney Little

1203 Mary St.
Hanford,CA 93230

Phone # 559-380-6411
Email: little08@mail.fres-

nostate.edu
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 822-8740
Email: pffin@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci
140 W Pioneer Ave,  101

Redlands CA 92374
Phone: (909) 855-5437

Email: michaelynn66@live.com
Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.

Knights of Columbus Hall
16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL PROVENZA
7900 Calle Oliva 

Carlsbad, CA 92009
Phone: 760-634-2029

Email:sprovenza@aol.com
Rec Secty. Dan Gizzo 

P.O. Box 9718
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 

92067
Phone: (858) 461-4069
dangizzo@hotmail.com
Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.

The Valley Club
2280 Calle Barcelona
Carlsbad, CA 92009

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. PRESIDENT:
LOUISE NISHIKAWA
1233 Sycamore Ave.
 Modesto CA 95350

Phone: (209) 484-0443
Email: louisenishikawa@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty.. Sara S Shuppi

1136 El Vecino Ave
Modesto CA 95350

Phone: (209} 51-5987 
Email: ssshupp7@gmail.

com
Meets 2nd Fri. 5:30 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church
617 W. Orangeburg Ave. 

Modesto, CA

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
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LODGE DIRECTORY
NAPA

LODGE No. 2043
Anniv. Mar. 28, 1955

NAPA
PRES. ANNA GRAEBER

4206 Chardonnay Ct. 
Napa, CA 94558

Phone:  (707) 287-5225
Email: napasonsofitaly@gmail.

com 
or info@napasonsofitaly.org

Web: www.napasonsofitaly.org 
Rec. Secty.   Tracy Warr

  1523 Palmer St.
  Napa, CA 94559
Meets 4th Monday

Exec Chef Daryl Muromoto
Dinner 6:00pm. RSVP
Julie: (707) 252-9196

Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 Native Sons Hall 

937 Coombs St. Napa CA

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES.  DON CRADDUCK 
2659 Laurel Dr.

Fairfield, CA 94533
Phone(707) 372-5151

Email: atoothmkr@com-
cast.net 

Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone: (626) 222-7768
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
1744 West Carson Street, 

Torrance, CA

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES: MARY JANE CAMBRIA
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Phone: (714) 749-7777

Email: maryjane@mjcambria.com
Rec. Secty. Denise Meinhardt

1324 Rickey Ave
Anaheim, CA 92802

Email: dmeiny@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Wed. 7pm
Renaissance Lodge

1526 Brookhollow Dr #76
Santa Ana, CA 92705

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

4308 N. Dewitt Ave 
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 906-3721
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 1st Wed. 6:30 p.m.

Luna’s Restaurant
Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. LARRY DUTTO
1804 South Tamarack 

Visalia,CA 93277
Phone: (559) 901-4683

Email:  larrydutto@yahoo.
com  

Rec.Secty. Renee Marinelli
6528 West Mary Street

Visalia, California 93277
Phone: 559-732-8258

Email  r.marine@sbcglobal.
net

Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.
International Agri-
Centre-Social Hall

4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Bart Aiello
3855 Fenway Circle
Rocklin, CA 95677

Phone: (408) 209-3647
baiello556@sbcglobal.net
Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:30 p.m.

 106 Sutter Ave.
 Roseville, CA 95678

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. DAN MARINELLI
340 Cabot Court

Granite Bay, CA 95746
Phone: (916) 698-2928
Email: dan.r.marinelli@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Verna Carboni

   8345 Keenan Court
   Sacramento, CA 95828
Phone:  (916) 747-5585
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: 909-557-4585
hanklowinger@yahoo.

com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday  6:00 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480
Rec. Secty. Sue Tunstall

115 Brooktrail Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 570-7779

Email: sinamon219@att.net
Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.

 Brookwood Mobile Estates
7000 Montecito Blvd.

(Mobile Park)
 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. JIM NOBILI
2391 Cumberland Dr. 
Redding, CA 96001

Phone: (530) 243-4127
Email: rjnobili@sbcglobal.

net
Rec Secty. Sharon Roberts
1767 Capistrano Walk

Redding, CA 96003
Phone: (530) 221-0720
email: jimandsharon@

charter.net
Meets 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. BILL MURPHY
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave

 St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: (707) (707)963-0521
Email: petalumabill@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Keely Dodd

1475 Sulphur Springs Ave
St. Helena, CA 94574

Phone: (707) 251-9558
Email: keelejo@hotmail.

com
Meets 1st Wed. 7:00 p.m.

Native Sons Hall
1313 Spring Street

St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES: GARY DOGALI
P. O. Box 53

Redwood Valley, CA 95470
Phone (707) 485-8233

Email: sdogali@outlook.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Lynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: ml_laviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727PDG@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll

P.O. Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone: (707) 938-1295
Email: karenecar@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. TONY GEORGE
1925 Nord Ave

Chico CA 95926
Email- toeknee05@sbcglobal.

net
Phone: 530-519-8595

Rec. Secty. Janell Smith
1385 Banning Park Dr

Chico, CA 95928
Phone: (530) 898-8677

Email: janellsmith2@icloud.
com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
ARC Pavilion 

2040 Park Ave,
 Chico, CA 95928 

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. RAY BINI
128 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Phone: (707) 688-3751
Email: Raymond.Bini@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 486-2948
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 8:00 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

30 9th St.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 210-9577

Email: kcpres@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. RICHARD NEGRO                                                                                         
 Address: 17417 Jackrabbit 

Road Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: 530-938-3079
Email: richardenegro@

gmail.com 
Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti

P. O. Box 130
Weed, CA 96094 

Phone: (530) 938-2881
Email: sole@cot.net

Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Sons of Italy Memorial Hall

155 Clay Street
Weed, CA 96094
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I'm an Italian American
I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 

Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.
I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 

My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 
My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of Dante, and 

the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of Illinois, colo-
nizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of

man was written into the Bill of Rights.
I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.
I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.

I am Alessandro Malaspina.
I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.

I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,

I am John Basilone of New Jersey.
I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 

and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,

the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.

I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has dedicated 

me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it.

I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.


