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 By now we all have received 
the notice of the cancellation 
of our 2020 State Grand Con-
vention in Concord, Ca.  It 
was a difficult but necessary 
that, the majority of the lodg-
es the decision was made.
 Not being able to travel/visit 
lodges because of the COVID 
– 19 has given me time to 
say thank you to the various 
Lodges on their IL Leone ar-
ticles and keep everyone in-
formed on what is happening 
with OSDIA lodges thru the 
IL Leone issues.
 In memory of the passing 
of two “Icon” of the Grand 
Lodge of California, OSDIA.
 My sincere condolences to the 
Simile family on the passing 
of their father/grandfather/
great grandfather “Nonno” 
Past State President Joseph 
Simile.  As they say, “Another 
Great Man” has left us.  I be-
came a member of OSDIA the 
same year Joe became Grand 
Venerable 1975.  I was excited 
as a new member to hear that 
Joe was from Palermo, Italy 
where my fraternal and ma-
ternal Grand Mothers were 
from. 
  Also, to the DeSantis family 
on the passing of Past State/
National President Frank J. 
DeSantis a most dedicated 
member of OSDIA.  There 
are not enough words to 
write about Frank’s achieve-
ments and accomplishments 
not only in his community 
but throughout OSDIA.  His 
influence was felt by many 
who knew him as a mentor 
as well to many members. 
His passion and love of his 
Italian heritage and family is 
what makes Frank so unique.  
A great loss of these two Past 
State President that will be 
forever remembered and 
missed. 

Greetings Brothers and 
Sisters, I hope everyone is 
staying safe during these un-
precedented times. Happy 
Father’s Day to all the Dads. 
The summer is here and usu-
ally a time for summer wed-
dings. I thought it would be 
a nice diversion to talk about 
Italian Wedding traditions. 
Did you know that Italian 
weddings are rarely held on 
Fridays, as this is viewed as 
the day evil spirits are created 
– and this will only bring you 
bad luck. The preferable day 
is Sunday – which is consid-
ered the luckiest day to mar-
ry and signifies fertility and 
prosperity. In many Italian 
weddings, both the bride and 
the groom will do all they can 
to bring as much good luck to 
the wedding as possible. For 
the groom, this means carry-
ing a small piece of iron in his 
pocket to ward off evil spirits. 
For the bride, she will make 
a small rip in her veil to wel-
come good luck. In many Ital-
ian regions, the bride is not 
allowed to see herself in the 
mirror before the wedding. 
She can take a peek however, 
if she first removes a glove or 
shoe.

Even if the bride herself 
isn’t wearing a white wed-
ding dress, all guests should 
avoid wearing white to an-
other’s wedding. As the final 
gift to his fiancé before she be-
comes his wife, the groom is 
expected to pay for the bridal 
bouquet. Although she can 
choose the floral arrangement 
to suit her theme and aes-
thetic, the groom must pay 
for it and see that it is deliv-
ered to her on the wedding 
day. After the ceremony, as 
the newlyweds are departing 
the Church, rice is showered 
on them by their guests to 
symbolize fertility. Then, all 
guests are given the chance 

 Another month has passed 
and we are continuing to live 
a different world than what 
we are use to. I hope every-
one is doing well and abid-
ing by the rules set up by our 
elected State officials.

 Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to the De Santis family 
for the loss of Past State and 
National President Frank. I 
will always remember the 
first time I met Frank at the 
2003 convention. He will 
be missed by all of us for 
his knowledge and his kind 
smile. He will now look over 
all of us in The Grand lodge 
above!

We will be sending out the 
Western Foundation dona-
tion forms you would nor-
mally receive at convention 
and be able to donate to our 
charities. Even though a lot 
of lodges have had to cancel 

their fund raising events, we 
still want to have the ability 
to still donate to our scholar-
ships, medical charities, and 
our civic funds.  These do-
nations can be mailed to the 
Grand Lodge office and you 
will receive a letter for your 
tax purposes. 

We have a lot of events 
we have missed being to-
gether, birthdays, anniver-
saries, lodge dinners, lodge 
anniversary parties, and our 
convention, where we able to 
see everyone from our filial 
lodges.  We have thou been 
able to get closer to family, 
which is one of our principles 
of our order, Fraternity!  So 
please continue to check in 
on all of our family and as I 
mentioned last month let’s 
all continue to listen to our 
elected government officials. 
Please everyone stay safe and 
if you need anything reach 
out to your fellow members. 

I am looking forward to 
the time when we can meet 
together as a group (family) 
once again. So let’s continue 
to work together for the good 
of the order. My phone is al-
ways on; please feel free to 
reach out with any questions 
anytime. 

Happy Father’s day to all 
the fathers.

We will beat this Togeth-
er!!! Stay safe!

Yours Fraternally

Sisters and Brothers:
Sitting here writing my 

article I am thinking that 
we should all be getting 
ready for the 84th California 
Grand Convention.  I may 
be wrong, but I don’t believe 
we have missed a conven-
tion in that many years.   I 
will miss the fraternity but 
know that when we have 
our 85th Convention next 
year it will be a major cele-
bration.  

Some of us are still out 
working or working from 
home.  Some of us wish we 
were working to get away 
from the kitchen refrigera-
tor.  I know I may have to get 
a size bigger in my clothes if 
I don’t find something else 
to do besides cooking and 
baking!

I have enjoyed speaking 
with my Lodge members 
and Grand Lodge Sisters 
and Brothers on the phone.  
I am trying to reach out to 
Lodge Presidents here in the 
North to check on them and 
their Lodge members.  

Just a quick note.  A mo-
ment in the history of Italy.  
June 2nd is Republic Day.  
Like our Independence Day, 
Italians celebrate the day in 
1946 that they voted in fa-
vor of the republican form 
of government. Following 
World War II, a vote was 
held June 2 and 3 to deter-
mine if Italy should follow a 
monarchy or republic form 
of government. The major-
ity voted for the republic 
and a few years later, June 
2 was declared a holiday as 
the day the Italian Republic, 
was created.

Please stay safe until we 
can be together again.

Thank you for all you do 
to keep our Order strong.
Till next month
Fraternally
Barbara
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CALIFORNIA NATIONAL 
DELEGATES

JOHN COSTA
LYNN

LAWRENCE-MURPHY
MARIA PIGNATI

ARLENE NUNZIATI
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WILLIAM MURPHY

SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE
PAULINE RICHMOND

ALTERNATES
DONNA LEE COSTA 

JOY BRUNO

STATE ARBITERS
MARK ROSSI

PAM RICCI
JOSEPH SIMONE

ANNETTE PORTER
ANDY PAMPURO

Birth Defects Libraries
MARY LUCIDO

165 Copperknoll Way
Oakley, CA 94561
Ph: 925-783-6329

marylucido.1@gmail.com

Garibaldi Meucci Museum
JOY BRUNO

1778 Nephi Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534
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JOHN COSTA
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BARBARA FUMOSA 
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State Second Vice President
PAULINE RICHMOND
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Phone #: 559-592-5466
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SADIE TAMBURINE
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Email: sadieagos@gmail.
com

Immediate Past State Pres.
CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY  
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-963-0521 
Cell #: 707-694-8621
Fax #: 707-968-9709

Email:  clawrence2844@
sbcglobal.net
State Orator

MARK VAONA
2802 Knode St.

Torrance, CA 90501
Cell #: 310-347-5648 

Email: Mvaona@gmail.
com

State Recording Secretary
LORI ROSSI

4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Cell #: 209-404-1883
Email: loriatthegrandlodge@

gmail.com

GRAND LODGE QUEEN
BRIANNA SIMON
1416 S GRAND ST
VISALIA, CA 93292

(559)-280-2357

State Financial Secretary
DAVID LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email:taxcpa4you@aol.com 

 State Treasurer
AL TRENTINI

25572 Saltwater Dr.
Dana Point, CA 92629-1508
Phone #: 949-240-8578

Cell #: 949-436-0242
Email: nicolomac@cox.net

State Trustee North
RAY BINI

128 Nalisty Dr.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Cell #: 707-688-3751
Email: Raymond.bini@

gmail.com
State Trustee North

BILL MURPHY
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone #: 707-963-0521
Email: petalumabill@

gmail.com
Cell:  707-299-0922
State Trustee Central

PAMELA BULDO
5820 W. Harter Ct. 
Visalia CA 93277
(559) 799-8697

pjbuldo@aol.com

State Trustee Central
MARYJANE CAMBRIA

2539 Back Bay Loop
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Cell #: 714-749-7777 

Phone #: 949-209-1921
Email: maryjane@mjcambria.

com
State Trustee South
MANNY FINAZZO

9093 Tangelo
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone #: 909-823-5161
Email:  EFinazzo@road-

runner.com.
State Trustee South
HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Cell #: 909-557-4585

Email: hanklowinger@
yahoo.com

Budget and Finance
    KAREN PEDRONCELLI

820 N Silvervale Dr.
Visalia, CA 93277
Ph: (559)786-2380

karen@pinecpas.com

Scholarship
Students to Italy Program

ROSEMARIE
VANDERHAAR

801 W. Duarte Rd. #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone #: 626-254-0449
Cell #: 626- 222-7768

Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Italian Language & Culture
MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI

268 Delmar Way
San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: 605-574-5786
Cell #: 414-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9329

Email: Abondnza@aol.com
Youth

BRIAN WATSON
4308 North Dewitt
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone #: 559-285-6934
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Social Justice

TONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone #: 702-896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
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DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave.
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Queen Contest

   EVA LAVEZZARI
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RALPH AGNELLO
(1993-1995)

226 N Carl Dr.
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone #: 559-627-3956
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Fax #: 707-792-2046
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MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
SOI Foundation Trustee
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CHAIRPERSONS OF
COMMITTEES

WESTERN FOUNDATION

Western Foundation     
ROY T. VANONI                             

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone/Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

 

Social Media
DONNA FERREIRA

2028 Hickory Ct.
Modesto, CA 95356

Phone #: 209-602-2056
donnaferreira@att.net

ATTENTION PLEASE
Please remember the deadline for articles is on 
the 20th of each month.  

I appreciate all your help.
Thank you, Debbie Ure

CAV. MARIA FASSIO 
PIGNATI

(2009-2013)
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone #: 650-574-5786

Cell #: 415-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9349

Email: abondnza@aol.com
 

JOHN TEDESCO
(1999-2001)

18 Carvel Place
Sacramento, CA 95835-2012

Phone #: 916-419-6606
Fax #: 916-419-6626

Work #: 916-419-6646
Cell #: 916-207-1603

Email: tedescojt@aol.com

VERA FERRARA GIROLAMI
(2005-2007)

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-604-3149

Email: algvera@sbcglobal.net
Judiciary

HON. AL GIROLAMI
3115 Lake Albano Drive

San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-531-6553

Email: alveragiro@yahoo.com
Grand Lodge Building 
Grand Lodge Office

415-586-1316

Grand Lodge Queen Emeritus
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

13725 S. Tamarak Dr.
Plainfield, Il 60544

Phone #: 559-625-3115
Cell #: 559-786-8124

Email: gristd124@comcast.net

EMERITUS ROLL
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State Second Vice President
Cont. from page 1

 CONGRATULATIONS: To 
those members celebrat-
ing 5 years thru 84 years as 
members to the Roma Lodge 
#1573.  For a successful “21st 
Century – Young Italian 
Americans” event by Past 
Grand Lodge Queen Mary 
Lucido.  To the many lodg-
es for their interesting and 
informative articles in the IL 
Leone each month.  To the 
outstanding 2020 Scholarship 
Recipients with their awe-
some GPA scores.  Welcome 
to the newly initiated mem-
bers to the various lodges for 
the 1st quarter of 2020.
 Some issues to remember, 
please continue to support 
OSDIA Garibaldi-Meucci 
Museum.  We own it and our 
support is needed!  Also, if 
not a member please consid-
er becoming a 2020 “IL Leone 
Sponsor”. There is still time 
to participate in the Grand 
Lodge 365 Fund Raiser.  
 Thank you to our Scholarship 
Chairperson Rosemarie Van-
derhaar and her committee 
for doing a fantastic job in re-
viewing the applications for 
scholarships.  Also, for shar-
ing a grateful recipient letter 
from Katrina Reinart recipi-
ent of the Trinchero Scholar-
ship for 2019.
 JUST CURIOUS!  Why was 
there a lack of participation 
this year for the Royal Pag-
eant?   I would really like to 
hear from young members 
who would be eligible to 
write their reasons, opinions 
or suggestions for not partici-
pating in the program.  Hope-
fully, your remarks will give 
some insight and answers to 
why the lack of participation 
or interest in the contest! 
 In closing I would like to 
Thank our State Grand 
Lodge Queen Brianna “Bree” 
Simon for continuing another 
year representing the Grand 
Lodge of California.
 THINK MEMBERSHIP AS A 
PRIORITY FOR ALL OSDIA 
MEMBERS!
Ciao – until next month

The Supreme Lodge is 
saddened to announce the 
passing of a valued and ded-
icated OSIA member, Frank J 
DeSantis, on April 25, 2020.     
Unable to attend meetings 
this past year due to COPD 
and declining heart function 
he leaves a generous lega-
cy of student scholarships, 
many Italian cultural and 
heritage events and the per-
manent tribute to the Italian 
American community in Or-
ange County, the Columbus 
Monument at Bowers Mu-
seum among other lasting 
and magnanimous  achieve-
ments for the benefit of all 
interested.  His passion for 
advancement and heritage 
legacy will be felt far into the 
future, as he wished!  The 
Supreme Lodge Awarded 
him the prestigious Gugliel-
mo Marconi Award, OSIA’s 
highest honor for his decades 
of commitment and service 
to OSIA and the Italian com-
munity.  Bravo Frank! 

An amazingly talented 
and magnanimous business-
man, the OSIA was blessed to 
have his influence and skills 
all these years!  When Frank 
became a member of the Or-
ders Sons of Italy in Ameri-
ca (OSIA) in 1972 his strong 
leadership abilities garnered 
him much attention through-
out the United States as well 
as in California.  His election 
to President of the State’s 
Grand Lodge of California in 
1989 led to a two-year term 
as the National President in 
1997 where Frank effectively 
led the 500,000 member OSIA 
to become a more viable and 
visible organization.  As a 
fund raiser he successfully 
obtained three (3) $100,000 
scholarships and addition-
al funding for the national 
foundation.

In 1982 he attended a con-
ference and was a presenter 
in Rome entitled the “Lingua 
and Cultura Italiano” spon-
sored by the Italian govern-
ment and served on its orga-
nizing committee. 

Always the innovator, he 
generated and expanded the 

In Memory – A Lifetime of Achievement
Commendatore Frank J DeSantis

Past National President, Marconi Award Recipient

focus of American Italians in 
Orange County by co-found-
ing the prestigious Orange 
County American Italian 
Renaissance Foundation in 
1981.  This organization pro-
motes cultural, heritage and 
language programs.  From 
1972 – 2007 he devoted much 
time to the entire setup and 
organization of the City of 
Orange Annual Street Fair 
pizza booth “Italian Street” 
every Labor Day weekend to 
raise money for the Renais-
sance Lodge and Renaissance 
Foundation.

Through this successful 
Street Fair fundraising and 
many others efforts mon-
ey was raised and $250,000 
was donated to the Bowers 
Museum of Cultural Art in 
Santa Ana, CA, which also 
serves as beautiful, practi-
cal multi-purpose event site 
for the Orders Sons of Ita-
ly Renaissance Lodge and 
OCAIRF.  At the same time 
in 1992 for the Columbus 
Quincentennary, as Orange 
County appointed Quincen-
tennary Chairman, he raised 
the funds needed to install an 
artist-commissioned bronze 
bust of Christopher Colum-
bus in the museum courtyard 
where annual Columbus Day 
civic celebrations are held. As 
OSIA National Quincenten-
nary Chairman he assisted in 
the formation of “In Italiano” 
a PBS TV language program 
with Coastline University. 

 In 2003 some of the funds 
raised were used for the 
purchase of the first Italian 
Cultural Center in Orange 
County which was located at 
a new development in Santa 
Ana called the Artist’s Walk. 
It was enjoyed for several 
years until the space became 
too small and the building 
was sold.

From 1996 to 2003 he 
served on the California Ital-
ian-American Task Force ap-
pointed by the Governor of 
California, Pete Wilson.

1n 1997 at the request of 
Gerlando Butti, Director of 
the Italian Cultural Institute 
in Los Angeles, he prevent-

ed an effort to shut down 
the Italian program at Cali-
fornia State University Long 
Beach.  As chairman of a 
committee representing the 
entire southern California 
community including repre-
sentatives of OSIA, UNICO, 
NIAF and community lead-
ers to assist in this fundrais-
ing with the blessing of the 
Italian Consulate at the time, 
Gabriella Marinella Batistel-
la, who served as honorary 
chair, Frank was successful in 
raising over $250,000 of the 
$500,000 needed which was 
to be matched by the school. 
With a commitment $150,000 
from George L. Graziadio he 
was able to have the chair 
named after the late Mr. Gra-
ziadio and today it carries 
his name.  Subsequently an 
additional $500,000 gift from 
Mr. Graziadio was obtained 
for program needs and also 
matched by the university 
thus ensuring its viability 
and continuance. Today a to-
tal of 400 students participate 
in this program.  Numerous 
scholarships were also made 
available to the school by 
Frank through the Sons of 
Italy.

For his outstanding efforts 
on behalf of the Italian com-
munity Frank was presented 
with the Order of Merit of 
Cavalieri in 1985 by the Ital-
ian government and the Or-

der of Merit of Commenda-
tore.  In 2005 he was elected 
as a director of the American 
Society of Italian Legions 
of Merit.  He is an honorary 
member of the Italian Hall 
Museum Board of Los An-
geles.  He also received the 
“Targa Dora” Civic Award 
from the Region of Puglia. 

He is a past member of 
the Board of Governors for 
the Bowers Museum of Cul-
tural Art in Santa Ana where 
he serves as president of the 
Italian Cultural Arts Council 
(ICAC)  organizing and pro-
viding Italian cultural pro-
grams, the official Columbus 
Day celebration, Italian films 
and exhibits from Italy for the 
Orange County community. 
He is the President Emeritus 
and Chief Administrative Of-
ficer of the Orange County 
American Italian Renaissance 
Foundation.

   Together Frank and Ei-
leen made many friends and 
enjoyed the meetings and 
events.  Frank just would 
NOT retire.  His influence 
could be felt by all who knew 
him.  Frank will be forever 
remembered and missed, we 
extend our condolences to 
the entire DeSantis Family 
and the friends who admired 
him and could count on him 
for support of any kind to the 
finish. 
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: 559-592-5466
 rteelee@aol.com

   
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: 909-557-4585

hanklowinger@yahoo.com

 

to approach and personally 
congratulate the newlyweds 
on their new marriage. In 
some regions, the newlyweds 
break a glass vase, and the 
number of broken fragments 
symbolize how many happy 
years of marriage the newly-
weds have ahead of them.

‘Bomboniere’ is the Ital-
ian word for wedding favors. 
It refers to the gift given to 
guests to thank them for their 
attendance at the wedding. 
Bomboniere usually contains 
a present, confetti (sugared 
almonds), and printed rib-
bons. The number of confetti 
included in the bomboniere 
is important – it should be an 
odd number, preferably five 
or seven for good luck. In 
Italian weddings, the groom 
removes the garter from his 
bride’s leg and throws it to 
the wedding guests. If the 
bride is not wearing a gar-
ter, her right shoe is thrown 
instead. At the reception, the 
groom’s tie is cut into many 
tiny pieces and offered up for 
sale to the wedding guests 
by his groomsmen. The mon-
ey collected is then used to 
contribute to the couple’s 
wedding expenses. As Ital-
ian tradition, brides carry a 
satin bag at the reception for 
guests to place envelopes of 
money in. Some brides wear 
it around their neck so male 
guests can drop in money in 
exchange for a dance. During 
the couple’s first dance, it is 
tradition for guests to hold 
colorful streamers attached 
to the bride and groom’s 
hands as they waltz, and to 
wrap them up in stream-
ers, well wishes, and love as 
they dance. “La Tarantella” 
(the tarantula) is the dance 
guests perform to wish the 
newly married couple good 
luck. Guests hold hands and 
rotate clockwise as the music 
speeds up, and then they re-
verse directions.

Until next time, Sadie

State Third Vice President
Cont. from page 1

Reproduced from the weekly "Mini Relax."
For a subscription "sies@siesnet.it"

Answers page 6

Greetings from Petaluma!
      I woke up this morning 

to a sun filled room, looked 
out on my beautiful garden 
with all the red and yellow 
roses in bloom.  The sun 
shining on the leaves looked 
like beautiful sparkling dia-
monds.  What a great feeling 
to be alive and to enjoy God’s 
beautiful work in Mother Na-
ture. 

We are all living in such dif-
ficult times.  We can not hug 
our family, our grandchil-
dren, or friends.  We are not 
having company unless you 
sit out in our backyards or ga-
rages, and talk at a distance.  
No lodge meetings, no bunco, 
no card playing and especial-
ly no partying.

This pandemic has certain-
ly changed our lives, but hang 
in there, keep yourself busy, 
and keep a good thought and 
pray that it will all be over 
soon and we can get back 
to our normal lives.  In the 
meantime call someone who 
you think might need some-
one to brighten their day.  A 
good word helps a lonely per-

 Cesare Battisti Lodge #1815
Petaluma, CA

by Louise Vicino

son.
President Ernie has in-

formed me that we will not 
be having a meeting until 
further notice.  Lucchese 
Center is closed due to the 
Covid situation.

Hopefully when we can 
finally meet we will be dis-
cussing Octoberfest to be 
held in October, our Christ-
mas Party and the Crab Feed 
in February.  

Get well wishes to anyone 
who is ill and Happy Anni-
versary to those celebrating.  
Happy Fathers Day to all.  
Let us remember our beauti-

ful fathers, those are with us 
and those who have passed 
on.  

Pray for our service peo-
ple, the homeless, victims of 
crime, our country and the 
world.  Pray that they find a 
vaccine quickly to end all this 
devestation caused by this vi-
rus.  Keep safe my friends, I 
miss seeing you and hope we 
will meet soon.

Remember to be kind to 
someone, you will always get 
it back in return.
Ciao,
Louise Vicino
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Mazzini
(http://www.giuseppemazzini.org) 
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
www.sonsofitalysandiego.org
Las Vegas Lodge
www.sonsofitalylasvegas.com
sonsofitalylv@yahoo.com
Monterery Lodge
Facebook.com/Sons-of-Italy-
Monterey-Lodge
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Billini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
William Paca Lodge #1960
www.sonsofitalymountainview.org
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

 

Crabs
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M. 

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

© 2019 Stephen Contrado
Cell Phone: (741) 242-0053 On November 2, 2019, OSDIA members from around the Na-

tion converged at the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Gala on Stat-
en Island, New York.  Members included Immediate Past State 
President Lynn Lawrence Murphy, National Trustee Bill Mur-
phy, National Recording Secretary and Western Foundation 
Trustee Philip Privitera (MA), and Garibaldi-Meucci Museum 
Board Overseer Joy Bruno. 
Before heading to New York, Lynn-Lawrence and Bill Murphy 
traveled to Boston to visit Phil and Toni-Ann Privitera, and en-
joy a Patriotic Halloween tour of Boston including: Boston’s 
Faneuil Hall, the Italian North End, Paul Revere’s House, the 
Old North Church, Old Ironsides/USS Constitution, Joseph 
Warren’s Tavern, the Bunker Hill Monument, Harvard Square, 
the Lexington Battle Green and Buckman’s Tavern. 
During the 2020 National Plenary, the Sons of Italy Foundation 
reported that the 2019 Garibaldi-Meucci Museum Gala was 
one of the most financially successful Gala’s in Museum His-
tory.  The February Plenary was attended by Immediate Past 
National President Vera Girolami, State President John Costa, 
Douhet-Mitchell Chairperson Maria Fassio Pignati, and CSJ 
Recording Secretary Arlene Nunziati.    

Garibaldi-Meucci
Museum Gala

by Phillip Privitera

Crabs belong to the group 
of jointed-legged animals 
known as crustaceans, which 
includes lobsters and shrimp. 
Crustaceans have lived on 
the earth for millions of years.  
Their fossils have been found. 
Crabs have hard-shelled bod-
ies, four pairs of legs, and 
two front claws. One claw is 
usually larger than the other. 
Crabs run and crawl side-
ways. Their eyes are on the 
ends of stalks. They live in the 
sea and breath through gills. 

As crabs grow bigger, they 
need to shed their hard shells. 
New shells are soft as crabs 
grow. When their shells are 
soft, crabs become vulnerable 
to predators so they hide for 
the days it takes their shells to 
harden. Crabs are an import-
ant source of food of certain 
fish.

There are several types of 
crabs. The Alaska king crab 
grows very large. Crabs breed 
under water and eat many 
things on the ocean floor. Fe-
male crabs carry eggs on the 
outside of their bodies until 
they hatch, but sometimes 
eggs just flow away in the 
water. Male crabs often have 
larger claws. Crabs attract a 
mate through chemical (pher-
omones), visual, and acoustic 

means.
All over the world, crabs 

are a favorite food of peo-
ple. The Italian word for 
crab is “granchio.” Many 
Italian-American fishermen 
have made a living catching 
crabs. Fishing for crabs re-
quires a license in most states 
where crabs are taken. There 
may be varying limits on the 
season and size of the catch 
permitted. Crabs are farmed, 
as well as caught. Baby crabs 
are sometimes washed up 
dead on the beach. Children 
have a lot of fun catching 
baby crabs at the beach in 
summer. Crabs are depicted 
in art and literature.

No one knows when man 
began to cook and eat crabs. 
But they have been eaten 
since ancient times. Today, 
people enjoy edible crabs at 
popular events called cab 
feeds. Many people also buy 
crabmeat in cans at the su-
permarket. Some make crab 
cakes, which are similar to 
fishcake. Crabs are used in 
sauces, soups, pastes, dips, 
and salads. Chinese Amer-
icans are famous for their 
crab rangoon. Some people 
eat crabmeat often. Others 
regard crabmeat as a seafood 
delicacy. 

Vintage postcard of Italian-American Fishermen, North Beach, San 
Francisco, California.

 

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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2020 Scholarship Winners

Gianna Benedetti
Trinchero Perpetual Scholarship

 $5,000

Casey Bailey
Ena Moresco Memorial

 3,000
(Charles &

Anna Pedrazzini Fdn.)

Allyson Barajas
In Memory of Cristoforo 

Colombo
3,000

  Lodge No. 1534 Deceased 
Members

Elizabeth Simon
In Memory Of Norma Marcucci 

3,000
(Arlene Nunziati)   

Trinity Sinor
Terry Watson Memorial

Scholarship
2,500

(Carol Watson)

Elizabeth Schloezer
In Memory of Dan & Adua 

D’Amico
2,500

Marissa Laverzzari
Chris & Mary Lotito Athletic 

Scholarship
2,500*   

 (Mary Lotito)

Valentina Nass
Chris & Mary Lotito Athletic 

Scholarship
2,500*

(Mary Lotito)

Claire Cagnacci
CAVA Family Trust Scholar-

ship
2,500

(Mrs. Robert Cava)

Michael Simonella
In Memory of Larry Peluso & 

Al Scali
1,000

Anaheim Lodge No. 2076

Sarah Taylor
In Memory of Anaheim Lodge 

No.2076
1,000

 Deceased Members

Fiona Taylor 
In Honor of Anaheim Lodge 

No. 2076
1,000

Charter Members

Luke D’Agnese
Mario Moro Memorial

 Scholarship 
1,000 

(CarolMoro)

Angelina Carabini
Carroll Family Trust Scholarshi

1,000
(Mike & Karen Carroll) 

Bannon Clark
Dolly Sinatra lodge No. 2400

1,000
Scholarship

Congratulations
 2020 Scholarship 

Awards

The Scholarship Com-
mittee extends congratu-
lations and best wishes to 
these students who were 
awarded Sons of Italy 
Western Foundation schol-
arships.

It’s the generosity of 
private donors, lodges and 
members, that theschol-
arship program is able to 
once again award these 
scholarships.

This year, 2020, has been 
a most unusual year to say 
the least.  Not having a con-
vention or lodge meetings 
or events due to  COVID 
-19, we hope we will have 
the continuing support for 
the program. We ask that 
you be safe and stay well.

With sincere and frater-
nal gratitude, the Schol-
arship Committee – Rose-
marie Biagetti Vanderhaar, 
Chairperson Bill Murphy – 
Co-Chairperson,  members 
Lynn Lawrence Murphy, 
Jackie Giacomazzi, Pamela 
Buldo, Michelle Lowinger 
and Hank Lowinger. 

Zayne Kratz
In Memory of Greg & Carol 

Amendola
1,000

(Amendola Bros. c/o Andy 
Pampuro)

Marcus Mifsud
In Honor of William Paca Lodge 

No. 1960
1,000

Members

Sophia Ramazzotti 
North Bay United Lodges 

Scholarship
500
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2020 Scholarship Winners

Jenna Bosetti 
In Honor of Robert Daprian 

500
(Virgilio Lodge No. 1586)

Christina Trudo
In Honor of Centinela Valley 

Lodge No. 1991
500

  Members

Michelle Serrao
In Honor of Annette Porter

 500
(Centinela Valley Lodge No. 

1991)

Kassidy Sheldon
In Memory of Lila Giacomazzi

500
(Jackie Giacomazzi)

Layla Graham
In Honor of Hacienda Lodge 

No. 2168
  500 

Members       

Adrianna Gabriella Trujillo 
In Memory of America Lodge 

No.1609
500

Deceased Members

Autumn DeGrazia
In Memory of Dorothy Branch

500
 (Beatrice Portinari Lodge No 

1626)  

Pugliese Lodge
Congratulates Graduates

by Rosemarie Biagetti Vanderhaar
Recording Secretary

The Pugliese Lodge No. 1375 congratulates all 2020 gradu-
ates, especially Junior Members Fiona and Sarah Taylor.  Fio-
na and Sarah graduated from Notre Dame Academy here in 
Los Angeles.  Although having graduated from the same high 
school, the girls will be attending  different universities.  The 
lodge also extends its congratulations to them on receiving 
scholarships.  

Fiona is recipient of the Anaheim Lodge Scholarship hon-
oring its charter members.  Sarah is recipient of the Anaheim 
Lodge Scholarship in memory of its deceased members.   Fiona 
and Sarah are the daughters of Francesca Taylor, the lodge’s 
Italian Heritage and Cultural Chairperson.

Pugliese Lodge congratulates all the scholarship recipients 
and wishes them much success even with these trying times 
we are all experiencing.                                                           

 

Sarah TaylorFiona Taylor
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In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

Lodge Anniversaries
Camelia Colombo #1294 6/6/24
Enrico Caruso #1463 6/11/24
Cristoforo Colombo #1534 6/14/29
West nd #2127 6/10/72

Congratulations!!!

Winner Every
Day Raffle

1.  Purchase a Winner Every Day Raffle ticket for $25. If 
your lodge does not have any, you can order some 
through the Grand Lodge.

2.  Mail your ticket stub and check to the Grand Lodge 
of California, 5051 Mission St., San Francisco, CA  
94112

3.  Once received, your ticket goes into the ticket drum.  
4.  Tickets are drawn every two weeks, until the end of 

2019, one   ticket for each of those days.  If you are a 
winner, a check for $25. will be mailed to you.  Win-
ners names are also listed in the most current issue 
of the Il Leone newspaper.

5.  Your ticket is put back into the drum for all future 
drawings.

6.  There are several days throughout the year that 
have a higher     dollar amount.   Those days are list-
ed on the back of each ticket.

It’s that easy!! 
You have a great chance of winning 

more than one time!! 
And a chance at the Grand Prize!

Make checks payable to:
Grand Lodge of California      

If you have any other questions,
please contact

            The Grand Lodge of CA (415)586-1316
           E-mail: sonsofitalyca@aol.com

Last Month: Not much to 
report, Lodge-wise … just 
keeping up with the COVID 
score and learning to sing 
“Happy Birthday” while I 
wash my hands. Have you 
figured out how to make a 
Quarantinni yet? The United 
Lodges of the Central San 
Joaquin Valley: Next Meet-
ing will be June 14 of 2020 
(Heaven allowing) in Clovis. 
Jennifer, at Andiamo’s, says 
they will take good care of 
us if they are allowed. If it 
happens, it will be at 11:30 
to place your food order; call 
Carol Watson at 906-3721 to 
reserve your spot.

This Month, Monday, 
May 18, 2020, our meeting 
will most likely be cancelled, 
but stay tuned. It mostly de-
pends of what space will be 
available for us to use.

During these times of 
stress and anxiety, Dr. Oz 
recommends we take a deep 
breath, hold it a few seconds, 
and slowly breath out; repeat 
four more times.

We cannot predict the fu-
ture impact of this COVID 
problem, so stay tuned to 
your TV newscasters.

If your are making your 
own hand sanitizer at home, 
and it tastes like a Rum 
& Coke, you do not have 
enough alcohol in it.

Rodolfo Valentino Lodge #1449 
Clovis, CA

by Carol Watson, President; Lou Catallo, Historian; (559) 299-2205 lcatallo@aol.com

“Hello” and “Ciao” to our 
friends in San Francisco!

Having a “case of Co-
rona” could mean that you 
have beer in your refrigera-
tor.

The Grand Lodge Con-
vention that was scheduled 
for June 25 in Concord, CA, 
has been cancelled follow-
ing a poll of the lodges. The 
announcement was made 
by Grand Lodge President, 
John Costa. The first record-
ed Italian to reside in the 
American colonies was Piet-
ro Cesare Alberti, a Venetian 
seaman who, in 1635, settled 
in what would eventually be-
come New York City. A small 
wave of Protestants, known 
as Waldensians, who were of 
French and northern Italian 
heritage (specifically Pied-
montese), occurred during 
that time. Also, in the 1600s, 
the Paca family arrived in the 
colonies; their descendant, 
William Paca, an attorney, 
representing the colony of 
Maryland, signed the Dec-
laration of Independence. 
Paca was selected by George 
Washington to serve on the 
Supreme Court. The motto 
of Maryland is Fatti Maschii, 
Parola Femine, meaning, lit-
erally “manly deeds, wom-
anly words”. It is the only 
American state motto written 

in Italian. These are the times 
that we need to support our 
friends: get your take-out or-
ders from our old stand-by 
restaurants: Lunas, at 299-
4141; Andiamo’s, at 299-4141; 
Boo Boo Bean Bakery, at 570-
8093; and Clovis DiCicco’s at 
299-3711; and, don’t forget to 
tip. 

-An old Italian idiom 
says: “In bocca al lupo!” 
(Into the mouth of the wolf!). 
It is a way of saying Good 
luck! The reply is not to say 
“thank you”, but rather “Cre-
pi il lupo!” (May the wolf 
croak!) Of course, you can 
wish someone buona fortu-
na, but this way seems more 
fun. It is said that as we age, 
we “live and learn”; live and 
learn faster with a scholar-
ship by contacting Isabel 
Ronzano; large national and 
state SDoI scholarships are 
also offered.

Join Us: If you have 
friends or family that are 
looking for good fellowship 
and a place to hang out on 
the third Monday of each 
month, invite them to join 
you at our meetings, 6:30 PM, 
at Notre Dame Hall, 333 8th 
Street, at DeWitt Avenue. We 
feature short meetings, great 
companionship, and superb 
food. Our web site is http://
rodolfovalentinolodge.com/.
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The COVID-19 Pandemic has forced Roma Lodge to cancel 
meetings in April, May and June, our 90th Anniversary cel-
ebration in April, our annual ravioli dinner in May, starting 
in 1934, scholarship night and attendance at the Grand Lodge 
Convention in June.

We do have some great news to share which is that our 
Roma Lodge Queen and Miss California, Gianna Benedetti 
has won the $5,000 Trinchero Perpetual Scholarship which is 
the highest scholastic award given by the Grand Lodge. She is 
ranked #1 in her graduating class with a 4.83 GPA and is head-
ed to Cal Poly in the fall to major in Architectural Engineering.

As with a lot of things 
the pandemic has cancelled 
many graduation ceremo-
nies across the country and 
Gianna will be deprived of 
walking across the stage with 
her classmates in celebration 
of an outstanding high school 
career. As Roma Lodge mem-
bers we would like to share 
her accomplishments and 
dedicate this article in the IL 
Leone to her. To let others 
in the Grand Lodge, know a 
little more about Gianna we 
asked her to share some of 
her high school experiences.

Have you always been a 
good student academically or did you have to set measurable goals to 
achieve academic success through hard work?

I have always been an excellent student and have been 
pushed by my teachers and parents to take challenging cours-
es from a young age- even enrolling in College of the Sequoias 
math courses as a seventh grader.

When you entered high school, did you have a goal to be the vale-
dictorian of your graduating class and ranked #1 as a senior?

Being #1 or valedictorian did not become a goal of mine 
until my Junior year. Starting high school I just truly wanted 
to learn as much as I could and earn college credit from my AP 
classes.

You have demonstrated your achievements both academically and 
through student leadership activities such as sports and club orga-
nizations like the FFA. How were you able to achieve in both areas 
successfully?

When I began enrolling in 
advanced math classes, com-
pared to others in my grade, 
my academic skills became 
more apparent to myself. 
Throughout the years it be-
came more challenging to 
balance extracurriculars 
with an increasing school 
workload, but by priori-
tizing my education it was 
achievable.

Was getting good grades 
a result of being ranked #1 in 
your class or having the options 
to select the major and college 
you wanted to attend?

Attending the college of 
my choice has always been on my mind and as I planned to 
become an engineer, I knew it would take strong grades and 
test scores to achieve that goal. Being Valedictorian was a great 
byproduct of my success!

I am sure it is heartbreaking to not be able to have the normal 
graduation ceremonies, senior activities, prom, etc., etc. because of 
the pandemic. What will you miss the most and why?

I am most saddened that I do not get to cherish the time I 
have left with my close friends before we head our separate 
ways this coming year and that we do not get a proper gradu-
ation ceremony.

What advice would you give incoming freshmen, with lofty aca-
demic goals as you have achieved in high school?

I would advise incomers to take advantage of the support 
of their teachers and counselors as they are truly there to help 
you, and to try out new extracurriculars-whether it be clubs, 
sports, FFA, ASB, etc.- to find new interests, friends, and not 
feel too overwhelmed with just school work.

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto-President

You have represented Roma 
Lodge as our lodge queen for the 
past four years. You have done 
so with grace and willingness 
to do whatever was requested by 
our lodge or the Grand Lodge. 
What do you feel was your most 
rewarding experience as a lodge 
queen?

My favorite parts of being 
the lodge queen are feeling 
more connected to my Italian 
heritage and members and 
attending the annual conven-
tion. I was able to build more 
relationships with other Ital-
ians, learn something new at 
events- such as how to play Bocce and say some words in Ital-
ian,- and celebrate my heritage with others.

What advice would you give young ladies who may someday rep-
resent Roma Lodge as queen?

To new queens: Cherish every moment because it flies by! 
Be grateful for Roma Lodge because they are so extremely sup-
portive and will make the process of being queen as easy as 
possible. Remember to get out of your comfort zone, talk to 
members, and get out on the dance floor at conventions! You 
won’t regret it.

In the fall it will be off to Cal Poly to start your collegiate career. 
Do you have any final words of advice for Roma Lodge members as 
you complete your reign?
To the Members: I will miss you and all your great food! Thank 
you for everything!!!

2020 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

By now most of you know that there will not be a State Conven-
tion this June because of the situation with the Coronavirus. We 
are all confined to our homes. Everything is shut down. It is most 
boring. Thank God for TV.

You will notice that the list of people who made a contribution 
for the Il Leone is gone. Even tho we won’t be going to the conven-
tion we can still make a contribution for the sponsorship of the Il 
Leone. It is $25 per person per year. Let’s make a new and  bigger 
list for the Il Leone. Make out you are at the convention and when 
they call for Il Leone sponsors you make your donation for this 
year. Our list had 138 names. Let’s make it 200 names by the next 
issue.

Those involved with the Il Leone certainly thank you in advance 
for your contribution.
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I'm an Italian American
I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 

Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.
I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 

My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 
My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of Dante, and 

the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of Illinois, colo-
nizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of

man was written into the Bill of Rights.
I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.
I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.

I am Alessandro Malaspina.
I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.

I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,

I am John Basilone of New Jersey.
I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 

and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,

the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.

I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has dedicated 

me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it.

I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.
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LODGE DIRECTORY
ANAHEIM

LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. MARIANN AITA

212 S. Kraemer Blvd Unit 207
Placentia , CA 92870

Phone: (201) 562-4786
Email: mareprincipessa@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808

Phone: (714) 469-1020
Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meeting 1st. Wed. 7:30 p.m.

NOT EVERY MONTH
Contact 

President Mariann Aita or 
Rec. Sec. Fran D’Errico
 for more details of date 

and place. 

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
28 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA  94590
Phone:  (707) 552-7474
Email: porterbini@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Penny Bellotti

Vallejo, CA 94590
Phone:  (707) 337-937

Email: PSBellotti@comcast. 
net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: ospires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. CAROL ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969
Email: c_espo@att.net

Rec. Secty. Pam Bustos
1859 Chaparral Dr

Pittsburg, CA 94565
Discovery Bay, CA 94505
Phone: (925) 427-4045

Email: pam.bustos2136@
gmail.com

Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center

415 W. 2nd Street
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES. STEVE GUTHRIE
1152 E. 1st St. #201

Long Beach, CA 90802
Phone: (310) 483-4383

Email: stvegut@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES: Ernie Giono
50 Circulo Puerto

Rohnert Park, CA 94928
Phone:   (707) 585-2928

Email: erng1624@aol.com
Rec.Secty. Anna Biggio

125 Rogue Moraes
Mill Valley, CA 94941

Phone: (415) 388.1998
Email: sonoioann@gmail.

com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 6:30 pm

Petaluma Community 
Center

(Lucchesi Park)
320 N. McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. JOE SIMONI
 9 12th Ave. 

San Mateo, CA 94402
Phone: (650) 349-7979

Email: jsimoni2000@gmail.
com

Rec. Secty. Angie Fanucchi
3721 Wilshire Ave.

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 228-6013

Email: angsm42@gmail.com
Meets 4th  Tues. 7:00 p.m.

American Legion Hall 
1159 Bush St. 

San Carlos, CA 94070

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 312-5151
Rec Secty Steven Barra

850 W. Jensen
Fresno, CA 93706

Phone: (559) 974-2345
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

Contact Olivia Deliddo
For Details

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. ANGELA SILVA

1301 Williams Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Phone:  (650) 291-3595
Email: angelamsilva_2008@yahoo.com

Rec. Secty. Carla Silva
1301 Williams Ave.

San Bruno, CA 94066
Phone:  (415) 308-8254

No information on meeting 
place

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty.  Paul Romero

12410 Westridge Dr. 
Reno, NV 89511

Phone (775) 772-5476
Email: paul@redstonenv.

com
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral
310 W 2nd St.

Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LINDA PARENT TASCA
4014 Lynwood Ct.

Concord, CA 94519
Phone:  (925) 825-2560

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Dr.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. RON MANNA
9018 Guava Ave.

     Hesperia, CA 92345
Phone: (760) 218-7972

Email:sgt247@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Minnie Lopez-Baffo
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (626) 422-0551

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Brookdale at Apple Valley
11825 Apple Valley Rd. 
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOSEPH LAPORTA 
1536 Enclave way

Palm Springs CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.rr.com
Rec. Sec.  Julia D’Elia
    2060 Rochelle Road

    Palm Springs, CA 92262
   Phone: 760 333-5794

Email: 
Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. LARRY ROMANAZZI
1150 N.Rossmoor Ct.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: (559) 733-1461

Email: larry@msrcpa.com
Rec. Secty.Pam Buldo

 Phone: (559) 799-8697
Email: pjbuldo@aol.com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. JOHN SALIZZONI
P.O. Box 3131

Eureka, CA  95502-3131
Phone: (707)498-0774

EMAIL: eddie.alexander.
Rec. Secty. 

Phone: 
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

7th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. SAL DENARO
130 Lancer Avenue

Oceanside, CA 92058
Phone: (760) 717-7981

Email: saljd55@cox.net
Rec. Secty. Vincenzo Ruffino

3552 32nd Street
San Diego, CA 92104

Phone:  (619) 922 5839
Email: vruffino5250@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:00 P.M.

Portuguese Hall
2818 Avenida De Portugal

San Diego, CA 92106

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. MARIANNE CAMP-
BELL

Address: 1660 Medolla Dr. 
Sparks, NV 89434

Phone: (775) 560-8199
Email: mnc0107@

sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Monica Domini

4790 Caughlin Parkway #502
Reno, NV 89519

Phone:  (775) 843-3733
Email: monicadomini@gmail.

com
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. ANTHONY SCOTCH
3225 Stonehurst Dr.

El Dorado Hills,CA 95762
Phone: (916) 425-3330

Email:agscotch@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Bev Scotch

3225 Stonehurst Dr. 
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Email: bevscotch@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave

La Puente, CA 91744
Phone:(626) 261-2879

Email: bverdo@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
2520 Summershade Dr.

La Habra 90631 
Phone: (562) 400-9663
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 8 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. LOUISE SILACCI
13579 Francisco Dr. 
Hanford, CA 93230

Phone: (559) 639-9800
Email:  silaccilu@gmail.

com
Rec.Secty. Brittney Little

1203 Mary St.
Hanford,CA 93230

Phone # 559-380-6411
Email: little08@mail.fres-

nostate.edu
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 822-8740
Email: pffin@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci
522 E. Lugonia, Apt A
Redlands, CA 92374

Phone: (909) 855-5437
Email: michaelynn66@live.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL PROVENZA
7900 Calle Oliva 

Carlsbad, CA 92009
Phone: 760-634-2029

Email:sprovenza@aol.com
Rec Secty. Dan Gizzo 

P.O. Box 9718
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 

92067
Phone: (858) 461-4069
dangizzo@hotmail.com
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Johns Catholic Church
1001 Encinitas Blvd
Encinitas, CA 92024

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. MARY MICELI
1417 Santa Paula Dr. 
Modesto, CA 93555

Phone: (209) 527-5818
Email: marymiceli49@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Antonella Turchetti

2604 Fiedier Way
Modesto, CA 95355

Phone: (209} 51-5987 
Email: camogli@sonic.net

Meets 2nd Fri. 5:30 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church
617 W. Orangeburg Ave. 

Modesto, CA

MONTEREY
LODGE No. 2003

Anniv. Feb. 5, 1950
MONTEREY

PRES. KEN CUNEO    
1113 Buena Vista Ave

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
Email: kencun17@icloud.

com
Rec. Secty. Tom Mancini

8 Valencia Ct. 
Seaside, CA 93955

Phone: (831) 394-6480
Email: tmancini@sbcglobal.

net
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:00 p.m.

Black Bear Diner 
2540 N. Fremont St.
Monterey, CA 93942

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
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LODGE DIRECTORY
WEST END

LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. Lucille Seibel
9063 La Grande St

Alta Loma CA 91701
Phone: (909) 987-5828

Email: nonnalou9@gmail.
com

Rec. Secty Robin Sindicich
1751 Partridge Ave.
Upland, CA 91784

Phone (909) 949-1387
Email: robinsin@earthlink.net

 Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,

Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

WILLIAM PACA
LODGE No. 1960

Anniv. May 25, 1947
MOUNTAIN VIEW

PRES.GLORIA RAVETTO
735 Dona Ave 

Sunnyvale, CA 94087
Phone: (408) 736-1087

Email: gloriaravetto@gmail.
com

Rec. Secty. Peggy Ludwico
1111Morse Ave. #171
Sunnyvale, CA 94089

Phone: (408) 745-1775
Email: peggy9374@aol.com
Meets 2nd  Wed. 6:00 p.m.

SFV Hall
361 Villa Street

Mountain View, CA 94040

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 255-5242

Email: am.graeber@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Kim Enzensperger

850 W. Watmaugh Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Meets 4th Mon. 6:30 p.m.
Meets Napa Senior Center 

1501 Jefferson
Napa, CA 9459

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES. MARK ROSSI 
4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone: (209) 404-0692
Email: mercatoman1@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PARADISO
LODGE No. 2743

Anniv. July 10, 1999
PARADISE

PRES. WANDA TESSARO
14170 Wingate Circle
Magalia, CA 95954

Phone: (530) 762-1011
Cell:(530) 354-4239

Email: jwtessaro@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. 

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES: MARY JANE CAMBRIA
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Phone: (714) 749-7777

Email: maryjane@mjcambria.com
Rec. Secty. Denise Meinhardt

1324 Rickey Ave
Anaheim, CA 92802

Email: dmeiny@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Wed. 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
Geneva Room

146 N. Grand Street
Orange, CA 92866

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

4308 N. Dewitt Ave 
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 906-3721
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. LARRY DUTTO
1804 South Tamarack 

Visalia,CA 93277
Phone: (559) 901-4683
Email: louis.benedetti@

yahoo.com 
Rec.Secty. Kathryn Gomes 

2667 Clarete St. 
Tulare, CA 93274

Phone: (559) 331-0025
Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.

International Agri-
Centre-Social Hall

4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Marcia Ceciliot
31 Clancy CT

Phone: (916) 316-0123
Email: SonsofItalyRoseville@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
 106 Sutter Ave.

 Roseville, CA 95678

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. DAN MARINELLI
340 Cabot Court

Granite Bay, CA 95746
Phone: (916) 698-2928
Email: dan.r.marinelli@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Abbie Baroni

2249 Tulip Way
Sacramento, CA 95821
Phone:  (916) 925-8758
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: (909) 557-4585
E-mail: hanklowinger@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday  6:00 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480
Rec. Secty. Sue Tunstall

115 Brooktrail Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 570-7779

Email: sinamon219@att.net
Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.

 Brookwood Mobile Estates
7000 Montecito Blvd.

(Mobile Park)
 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. JIM NOBILI
2391 Cumberland Dr. 
Redding, CA 96001

Phone: (530) 243-4127
Email: rjnobili@sbcglobal.

net
Rec Secty. Sharon Roberts
1767 Capistrano Walk

Redding, CA 96003
Phone: (530) 221-0720
email: jimandsharon@

charter.net
Meets 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Keely Dodd
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: (707) 251-9558
Email: keelejo@hotmail.

com
Meets 1st Wed. 7:00 p.m.

Native Sons Hall
1313 Spring Street

St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES: GARY DOGALI
P. O. Box 53

Redwood Valley, CA 95470
Phone (707) 485-8233

Email: sdogali@outlook.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Lynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: ml_laviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727PDG@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll

P.O. Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone: (707) 938-1295
Email: karenecar@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. MICHAEL SMITH
1020 Lori Drive

Chico, CA 95972
Phone:  (530) 682-5641

Email: vettemikie@sbcglobal.
net

Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo
16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 519-2974
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
2775 Nord Avenue
Chico, CA 95973

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. RAY BINI
28 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Phone: (707) 699-3751
Email: Raymond.Bini@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 486-2948
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 8:00 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

30 9th St.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 210-9577

Email: kcpres@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. RICHARD NEGRO                                                                                         
 Address: 17417 Jackrabbit 

Road Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: 530-938-3079
Email: italianmomo@

outlook.com 
Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti

P. O. Box 130
Weed, CA 96094 

Phone: (530) 938-2881
Email: sole@cot.net

Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Sons of Italy Memorial Hall

155 Clay Street
Weed, CA 96094

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
 


