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I trust that everyone had 
a blessed Easter with fam-
ily and friends. For most 
Italian American families, 
our feasts emanate from the 
Roman Catholic Church. Of 
course, the two biggest feasts 
are Christmas and Easter, fol-
lowed by the anniversaries 
of the Saints feast days. The 
most popular are Festa of 
San Giuseppe (Patron Saint 
of Sicily), Festa of San Genn-
aro (Patron Saint of Naples), 
Festa of San Marco (Patron 
Saint of Venice), Festa of San 
Francisco (Patron Saint of Ca-
labria) and of course Mary 
Mother of Jesus Christ.

Our family’s Easter cel-
ebration really started on 
Palm Sunday when we 
would go to Mass and get 
our blessed palms. Then we 
went to the cemetery to place 
some palms on all our fami-
ly grave stones. I remember 
my Dad making the palms 
into small braided crosses for 
all the kids and larger ones 
for the tombstones. During 
the week leading up to Eas-
ter, we made Corona Pasqua 
(Easter Bread Wreath). It was 
a big braided bread with col-
ored Easter eggs baked in the 
dough. Some were made in 
the shape of a wreath while 
others looked like breaded 
dolls with one egg at the top. 
They were always a hit with 
the kids. Traditionally Italian 
Americans went to church 
on Good Friday at noon and 
I remember the statues of 
the saints in our church hav-
ing hoods over their heads. 
What I remember best is that 
Good Friday was the day we 
made Pizza Rustica. It was 
like a large quiche covered 

Wow this month just flew 
by! After I wrote my last arti-
cle, I visited the Roma Lodge 
and celebrated their 89th 
anniversary.  What a lovely 
event and delicious risotto. 
Prior to the meeting we had 
a Q & A session which I think 
went very well.  I hope the 
questions were answered to 
everyone’s satisfaction.

They have a great lodge 
and the members are very 
hard working and work to-
gether.  That evening new 
members were initiated and 
President Larry Dutto pre-
sented certificates to every-
one who has been in the lodge 
from one year on up to over 
65 years. The young children 
who received a one or 5 year 
certificate were so excited 
to receive a certificate.  Just 
think – just a presentation of 
a certificate shows how much 
their members are appreci-
ated.  Great job Roma Lodge 
and thank you for your hospi-
tality.  We also saw Past State 
Queen Maci DePaoli; so great 
to see her and her family. The 
trip was long to get there but 
so well worth going. I will do 
my best to attend their 90th 
anniversary next year.  

Last month we had a 
very successful CIAO meet-
ing over in Oakland at the 
Colombo Club. It is great to 
have so many organizations 
working together. We all dis-
cussed our various events 
and the Consul General also 
joined us.

Columbia Lodge had a 
great corned beef & cabbage 
dinner at their last meeting. 
April the cooks will be pre-
paring tripe! 

My dear Sisters and Broth-
ers.  I know most of you are 
not aware but last year I was 
diagnosed with kidney can-
cer.  Because of surgery and 
treatments, I was limited in 
my ability to visit with Lodg-
es.  I apologize in that should 
have been part of my duties 
as a vice-president.  I am 
happy to announce that my 
recent tests came out cancer 
free!  My strength is return-
ing, and I‘m planning to be 
on the road to visit many of 
your lodges soon.  

My first trip was to the Co-
lumbia Lodge for their 75th 
anniversary and to honor our 
National President, Vera Gi-
rolami.  I was, as always, im-
pressed with Vera as the rep-
resentative of our Order.  I am 
so proud to call her “friend”. 

Our First Vice-President, 
Arlene Nunziati, did a won-
derful job as Chairperson 
of the event.  She and her 
committee made it an affair 
to remember.  Thank you 
for a wonderful dinner and 
entertainment.  It was such 
fun spending time with old 
friends and making new 
ones.

Our Convention is fast 
approaching and, as many of 
you know, this is an election 
year.  There are several seats 
on the Council that have 
more than one person run-
ning.  They will present their 
qualifications and past work 
in the Order for your consid-
eration.  We on the Council 
take our positions very se-
riously and believe that we 
always need to work for the 
Good of the Order in all de-
cisions.  Please consider that 

I hope everyone had a 
wonderful Easter with family 
and friends. Donna Lee and I 
were able to spend my Easter 
with grandkids from Virgin-
ia and the rest of my family. 
Family is very important and 
must take a priority during 
our busy lives.

Looks like the rain is final-
ly thru for a while, now its 
onto pulling weeds, washing 
cars and all the other out-
side chores that we have all 
been putting off.  Soon it will 
be time for warm weather, 
sun glasses and picnics. But 
before that your delegates 
will be going to convention 
in Reno. Make sure you ask 
your delegates to take good 
notes so you will all know 
what is going on with your 
Grand Lodge.  Send your 
delegates with questions 
and concerns; we want every 
member to be involved.  

May has been a busy 
month besides traveling to 
lodge events, working with 
our convention coordinators 
Lynn and Lori; It is amazing 
how much time goes into 
preparing for convention, 
thank you both for all your 
time and effort. Also thank 
you to the office staff for 

helping also!
As I mentioned in my 

last article, I am running 
for re-election as your State 
President, I hope I will have 
your support.  Please feel 
free to contact me with any 
questions or concerns you 
may have. If I do not answer 
the phone please leave me a 
message, I will return your 
call. Some feel that they do 
not want to bother me since 
I may be at work, I signed up 
to do this job and have the 
support of my employer. Feel 
free to contact me.

Reminder to every lodge 
member, you still have half of 
a year to win on the 365 win-
ner raffle tickets, a lot of large 
prizes still available. Buy one 
for your neighbor that picks 
up the paper when you are 
gone, or for a friend.  Let’s all 
help our Grand Lodge.

To all the Mother’s Grand-
mother’s out there Donna lee 
and I wish you all a blessed 
Mother’s Day, Lets all spoil 
our mothers, remember you 
would not be here without 
them. 

Another holiday coming 
in May is Memorial Day, let 
us all remember those that 
have served, or are serving 
our country. Thank you for 
your service.

 By now you have received 
info on the Student Summit 
being held in Washington 
DC. If you have a student in-
terested in attending please 
make note of the deadline. 
This looks like an amazing 
opportunity for youth.

Looking forward to seeing 
all the delegates in Reno, Ne-
vada .at our 83rd Convention 
at the Atlantis Resort

Ciao 
John

The Grand Lodge loses a Past First Lady
 Just before we went to press we heard the sad news that 
our Past First Lady Vickie Ibleto peacefully passed away 
on April 19. Vickie was a member for 61 years and was 
our First Lady from 1995 to 1997. Her funeral was held 
on April 25 at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Cotati. Our 
deepest sympathy goes out to Arturo.
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From the
Editor’s Desk

by Andy Pampuro
apampuro@comline.com

NATIONAL OFFICERS
FROM CALIFORNIA

GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA
5051 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94112 • Phone (415) 586-1316

CALIFORNIA NATIONAL 
DELEGATES

JOHN COSTA
CAROLYN 

LAWRENCE-MURPHY
WILLIAM MURPHY
ARLENE NUNZIATI
HON. AL GIROLAMI

PAULINE RICHMOND
SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE

ALTERNATES
DONNA LEE COSTA 

JOY BRUNO

STATE ARBITERS
MARK ROSSI

ANDY PAMPURO
ROY VANONI

RICK BRANCH
JOHN BIANCO

ARTURO IBLETO
(1995-1997)

1492 Lowell Avenue
Cotati, CA 94928

Phone #: 707-795-1489
Fax #: 707-792-2046

Work #: 707-792-2712
RALPH AGNELLO

(1993-1995)
226 N Carl Dr.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone #: 559-627-3956

Email: alexgooddog1@gmail.com

Birth Defects Libraries
HAZEL ANN CHRISTIN

2173 Knowlwood Dr.
Hanford, Ca 93230

Phone #: 559-582-3597
Cell #: 559-309-3597

Email: hazelannc@comcast.net

Garibaldi Meucci Museum
JOY BRUNO

1778 Nephi Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone #: 707-422-3391
Cell #: 707-332-5623

Email: joy.b@comcast.net

ROY T. VANONI
(2003-2005)

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone & Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

JOHN TEDESCO
(1999-2001)

18 Carvel Place
Sacramento, CA 95835-2012

Phone #: 916-419-6606
Fax #: 916-419-6626

Work #: 916-419-6646
Cell #: 916-207-1603

Email: tedescojt@aol.com

State President
JOHN COSTA

1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-483-9604
Email: jc19632002@yahoo.

com
State First Vice President

ARLENE M. NUNZIATI
125 Humboldt Road

Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone #: 650-342-3313

Fax #: 650-342-3310
Cell #: 415-608-3313

Email: rlene49@pacbell.net
State Second Vice President

SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE
1925 Circle Park Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone #: 760-452-6108
Cell #: 760-613-6178

Email: sadie.t@gmail.com
State Third Vice President

BARBARA FUMOSA 
WISNIEWSKI

20987 Gunnison Ct.
Reno, NV 89508

Cell #: 201-874-5946
Email:  BarbReno1949@

aol.com
Immediate Past State Pres.

CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY  
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-963-0521 
Cell #: 707-694-8621
Fax #: 707-968-9709

Email:  clawrence2844@
sbcglobal.net
State Orator

MARK VAONA
2802 Knode St.

Torrance, CA 90501
Cell #: 310-347-5648 

Email: Mvaona@gmail.
com

State Recording Secretary
LORI ROSSI

4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Cell #: 209-404-1883
Email: loriatthegrandlodge@

gmail.com

GRAND LODGE QUEEN
BRIANNA SIMON
1416 S GRAND ST
VISALIA, CA 93292

(559)-280-2357

EMERITUS ROLL
Grand Lodge Queen Emeritus
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

13725 S. Tamarak Dr.
Plainfield, Il 60544

Phone #:559-625-3115
Cell #: 559-786-8124

Email: gristd124@comcast.net

State Financial Secretary
GABE DOMENICI 

1034 Apple Blossom Ln
Corona, CA 92881

Phone # 951-737-4306
Work #: 951-278-8780
Fax #: 951-278-1049
Cell: # 951-258-8130

Email: gdomen01@msn.com 
 State Treasurer
AL TRENTINI

25572 Saltwater Dr.
Dana Point, CA 92629-1508
Phone #: 949-240-8578

Cell #: 949-436-0242
Email: nicolomac@cox.net

State Trustee North
BILL MURPHY

1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.
St. Helena, CA 94574

Phone #: 707-963-0521
Email: petalumabill@

gmail.com
Cell:  707-299-0922
State Trustee North

RAY BINI
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA 94590
Cell #: 707-688-3751

Email: Raymond.bini@
gmail.com

State Trustee Central
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone #: 559-592-5466
Cell #: 559-731-4035

Email: rteelee@aol.com

State Trustee Central
LOUISE SILACCI

13579 Francisco Dr.
Hanford, CA 93230

Cell #: 559-582-6952 
Phone #: 559-639-9800
Email: silaccilu@gmail.com

State Trustee South
MANNY FINAZZO

9093 Tangelo
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone #: 909-823-5161
Email: manveta@aol.com

State Trustee South
CARMINE BAFFO

12645 Pocomoce Rd.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Cell #: 760-885-8256

Email: carminnie@earth-
link.nett

Judiciary
HON. AL GIROLAMI

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-531-6553

Email: alveragiro@yahoo.com
Grand Lodge Building 
Grand Lodge Office

415-586-1316
Budget and Finance
DAVID LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email:taxcpa4you@aol.com

Scholarship
Students to Italy Program

ROSEMARIE
VANDERHAAR

801 W. Duarte Rd. #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone #: 626-254-0449
Cell #: 626- 222-7768

Email: rgeorev@aol.com
Italian Language & Culture

MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: 605-574-5786
Cell #: 414-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9329

Email: Abondnza@aol.com
Youth

BRIAN WATSON
4308 North Dewitt
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone #: 559-285-6934
Email:Pumbaa673@

yahoo.com
Social Justice

TONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone #: 702-896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Ritual and Protocol

DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave.
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-312-0795
Email:  2begrumpy@

gmail.com
Queen Contest

   EVA LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com

Media
ANDY PAMPURO

718 D Avenida Majorca
Laguna Woods, CA 92637

Phone #: 949-855-4279
Fax #: 949-206-0299
Cell #: 949-637-5477

Email: apampuro@comline.com

CONVENTION AND GRAND 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

COORNINATOR
LYNN LAWRENCE-MURPHY

LORI ROSSIPAST
STATE PRESIDENTS

CAV. MARIA FASSIO 
PIGNATI

(2009-2013)
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone #: 650-574-5786

Cell #: 415-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9349

Email: abondnza@aol.com
 

VERA FERRARA GIROLAMI
(2005-2007)

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-604-3149

Email: algvera@sbcglobal.net

Leadership
ARLENE NUNZIATI
125 Humboldt Rd.

Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone #: 650-342-3313

Cell #: 415-608-3313
Email: rlene49@pacbell.net

Membership
GARY SMITH

1225 Stewart ave,
Chico, CA 95926

Phone #: 530-321-4074
Email: grsmith73@gmail.com

VERA GIROLAMI
National President

FRANK J. DE SANTIS
Past National President

CAROLYN LAWRENCE-
MURPHY

National Trustee
MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
SOI Foundation Trustee
ARLENE M NUNZIATI
Alzheimer’s Committee 

Chair
JOSEPH SIMILE 

National Co-chair Douhet 
Mitchell Int’l Air Power 

Trophy Committee

FRANK J. DE SANTIS
(1989-1991)

9562 James Circle
Villa Park, CA 92861

Phone #: 714-637-7267
Fax #: 714-550-9234

Work #: 714-550-9155
Email: Frankjdesantis@yahoo.com

JOSEPH SIMILE
(1975-1979)

Dale Commons #248
3900 Dale Rd

Modesto, CA 95356-8662
Phone #: 209-701-8340

Email: joe-dot_simile@msn.com

Webmaster
ANNA M. GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558 
Phone #: 707-255-5242

Cell #: 707-287-5225
Email: osia.ca.webmaster@

gmail.com
Royal Court Of 

The Golden Lion

National/Medical Charities
MIKE CARROLL

P O Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone #: 707-938-1295
Email: mcarroll@pon.net

Hall Rental Manager
BARBARA MUSELLI

5051Mission St.
San Francico, CA 94112
Phone #: 415-742-9366

A monthly publication, except August, for the Grand Lodge of California, 
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CHAIRPERSONS OF
COMMITTEES

WESTERN FOUNDATION

Western Foundation     
ROY T. VANONI                             

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone/Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

 

Happy Mother’s Day
to all you 

wonderful mothers.

Andy & Louise Pampuro
Steve & Debbie Ure
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State Second Vice President
Cont. from page 1 365 Fund Raiser - Winners

Mar. 16-31
 16 $25.00 Dario Sindicich
 17 $25.00 Siena Buldo
 18 $25.00 Valley of the Moon
 19 $25.00 Steve Guthrie
 20 $25.00 Alana Garibaldi
 21 $25.00 Cris Santoro
 22 $25.00 Pam Stewart
 23 $25.00 Joy Bruno
 24 $25.00 Rita Kurpieski
 25 $25.00 Charles Santagata
 26 $25.00 Sally Imerone
 27 $25.00 Jackie Cerchi
 28 $25.00 Steve Trentini
 29 $25.00 Mauro Romagholi
 30 $25.00 Bill Viverto
 31 $50.00 Nancy Zanolini

Apr. 1-15
 1 $25.00 Nora DeRose
 2 $25.00 Arlene & Nora Nunziati
 3 $25.00 Joe Boncore
 4 $25.00 Viola Olindo
 5 $25.00 Doreen O’Roveke
 6 $25.00 Joe Dordine
 7 $25.00 T. Naccaroto
 8 $25.00 Maria Pignati
 9 $25.00 Mary Sue Frediani
 10 $25.00 Emanuel Finazzo
 11 $25.00 Harper Depaoli
 12 $25.00 Libid Bidinost
 13 $25.00 Mary Jane Cambria
 14 $25.00 Joseph Sciame
 15 $25.00 Pam Bini

State Third Vice President
Cont. from page 1

State First Vice President
Cont. from page 1

in a bread crust. It measured 
about 12 inches long and 9 
inches wide and 2 inches 
high. It was made of many 
different meats (boiled ham, 
soppressata, hard salami, 
prosciutto) and cheeses (ri-
cotta, pecorino romano, pro-
volone). I really enjoyed and 
still do the cutting up all the 
meats and cheeses and trying 
to sneak a few bits. Of course 
Good Friday was a Day of 
Fasting and No Meat so if 
we got caught by our Grand-
mother, mother or aunts or 
wives, we got a smack with 
the Cucchiaio (large wooden 
spoon) across our knuckles as 
penance. Holy Saturday was 
always and still is the day 
we eat our  Pizza Rustica for 
lunch.

Easter Sunday was the 
day to dress up and start the 
day with Mass. After church 
we visited relatives houses 
and enjoyed a little snack of 
cookies or Easter Sweet Cake. 
When we got back home, the 
feast started. First course was 
celery and fennel with olive 
oil and seasonings and more 
Pizza Rustica or Pizza di Gra-
no (sweet winter wheat pie).   
Second course was always 
Pasta usually Lasagna or 
Large Shells Stuffed with ri-
cotta cheese. The third course 
of the meal was Roasted Leg 
of Lamb served with roasted 
potatoes, carrots and onions. 
As usual when Italian Amer-
icans end a holiday meal, it 
is always with a variety of 
desserts including Chocolate 
Easter Eggs, Sweet Easter 
Cake (Pastiera), cannolis, and 
several types of cookies…
almond biscotti, amaretto 
cookies. All served with cof-
fee, espresso and a shot of 
Lemoncello or Sambuco.

If you would like the rec-
ipe for the Pizza Rustica call 
or email me and I will send 
to you.

I would like to wish all 
mothers a HAPPY MOTH-
ER’S DAY!!!

365 Winners
In last month’s issue we made a terrible error saying that someone won 
$200 on the 25th of the month. This was not true. the person only won 
$25. The only time the prize is bigger is as follows:
Last day of the month - $50
Mother’s Day - $200
Father’s Day - $200
Christmas Day - $200
New Year’s Day - $200
and Columbus Day - $500
This is it, if you see something different once in a while it is wrong. 
We try our best not to make mistakes but it does happen and we do 
apologize if it causes any misunderstandings.

So nice to be retired (so far 
at least) left me time to attend 
opening day of the SF Giants.  
Exciting day.

The next day the Colum-
bia Lodge celebrated their 
75th anniversary and hon-
ored our National President 
Vera Girolami.  Our hard 
work was well worth the ef-
fort – everyone had a terrific 
time and stayed late to dance.  
We have one of our founding 
members still alive, Norma 
Marcucci, and have as offi-
cers, the daughter in law and 
grandson of another.  Thank 
you to all the state officers 
who attended from through-
out the state.

April 10 we attended a 
ceremony at the airport with 
the Consul General of Italy to 
welcome the newest airline, 
Air Italy, which will fly direct 
from SFO to Milano three 
times weekly.  It was a very 
exciting time and ceremony.  
Flights don’t seem to be too 
expensive so remember this 
airline when you plan your 
net trip to Italy.

The next day I was back 
at the airport to enjoy some 
R&R in Las Vegas with our 
National President.  It was a 
great trip, very relaxing, not 
too profitable, but fun.  We 
saw a show featuring Cindy 
Williams and were able to 
have a late dinner with her.  
It was a great show and so 
funny!

I hope that everyone had a 
blessed Easter.  Happy Moth-
er’s Day to all the Mothers.  
Until next month Ciao.

    

when you are deciding for 
whom to cast your vote.  

We would love to see 
more of you in Reno.  There 
is so much to see and do here. 
The Rodeo is also in town 
that week. Please consider 
coming over the mountain 
(or possibly visiting your 
own back yard) and see what 
we do at convention.  Stay an 
extra day or come in early.  

Thank you for all you do 
to keep our Order strong.

Till next month
Fraternally 

Vote for experience!
Vote for dedication!
Vote for years of experience!
Vote for Arlene Nunziati
for State President of the
Grand Lodge of California
also for National Delegate
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Mazzini
(http://www.giuseppemazzini.org) 
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
www.sonsofitalysandiego.org
Las Vegas Lodge
www.sonsofitalylasvegas.com
sonsofitalylv@yahoo.com
Monterery Lodge
Facebook.com/Sons-of-Italy-
Monterey-Lodge
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Billini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
William Paca Lodge #1960
www.sonsofitalymountainview.org
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

 

Valley of the 
Moon 

Lodge #1959
Sonoma CA

by Susan Antonini-member 
at large

susanantoniniart@gmail.
com

MEMORIES AND FAMILY
Looking around at the sea of 
faces and happy smiles and  
non stop talking, made me 
think of the times when my 
Italian  grandparents were 
still alive and we met for Sun-
day dinners at the Ranch....
so it is here at the Sonoma 
Lodge...Welcome one and all!
NEW BUT NOT UN-
KNOWN
We have two new members 
that as I interviewed them...
know more of the Lodge 
members than I do...how 
sweet is that!
WOMAN POWER
Welcome to our very own 1st 
woman Commander of the 
American Legion, her motto, 
Born to serve!
Willi Vaughn a Sonoma Real 
Estate Appraiser...in Sonoma 
since 2000.
WINE – OLIVE OIL – HON-
EY...
John Albini...our new mem-
ber and maker of all the 
products Californians love....
John’s family came from 
Garzeno Italy, in the Province 
of Como.
John’s dad founded the Peta-
luma Lodge in 1930 and also 
the Sonoma/Marin Italian 
Club in 1918.  
APRIL DINNER was pre-
pared by Rose Catering...
Paul and Wanda Pedroni...
good comments were made 
by all...
Rick Maffioli and Bobby 
Montini were both in the 
hospital for a short stay...Rick 
says, “when he wakes up 
and his feet hit the floor, it’s 
a good day!”
And Bobby says, “he is doing 
his best to take care of him-
self!”
DUOLINGO.COM (JUST A 
HINT)
Free Italian classes on line!
Condolences to Richard Fac-
ciola who lost his son Rich-
ard of Las Vegas 3 weeks be-
fore his 50th birthday....”He 
was sent to UC San Diego 
and they did all they could 
do for him”, stated his dad.
REMEMBER TO CALL:
Karen for reservations....(707) 
938-1295
Happy hour 5pm Dinner at 
6pm
HAPPINESS IS BEING 
ITALIAN
On my walk every day I pass  
a car with the license plate 
frame that states the above 
saying!  
The next best thing is attend-
ing our dinners!
Our prayers and thoughts 
go out to all those who are ill 
….You are missed!
Ciao!

If you want to get the job done right then vote
for

Pauline Richmond
for the position of State Vice President

of the Cental area
Also consider her for National Delegate

Pauline has over 43 years in the Order.
She has held the position of several State offices.
She is no stranger to helping her fellow members.
And she has put hundreds of miles on her car to

support the many lodges up and down the 
coast of California.
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Alaska
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M.

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

E-mail: stephencontrado@gmail.com

Become a Sponsor 
of Il Leone!

On January 3, 1959, Pres-
ident Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er signed the proclamation 
admitting Alaska as the for-
ty-ninth state. He redesigned 
the American flag with seven 
rows of seven stars. The de-
sign needed to be changed 
again in March when he 
signed the bill admitting 
Hawaii as the fiftieth state. 
The flag was then finally de-
signed with five rows of six 
stars and four rows of five 
stars. Members of the Order 
of Sons of Italy in America 
proudly recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance to this American 
flag and the republic of the 
United States of America.

 In 1867 the United States 
bought Alaska from Russia 
for $7,200,000. William H. 
Seward, who was then Sec-
retary of State, made the pur-
chase. Alaska is larger than 
the combined area of next 
three largest states: Texas, 
California, and Montana. It 
has many islands. The terri-
tory was so far away and so 
undeveloped that the Amer-
ican people thought he spent 
the money foolishly on “an 
icebox.” They called Alas-
ka “Seward’s Folly.”  Later, 
Americans discovered more 
gold in Alaska than in the 
Yukon territory of Canada. 
Alaska has much wildlife, 
many forests and other natu-
ral resources, and much min-
eral wealth. It is important 
for our national defense. 

 On account of its cold cli-
mate, Alaska had very few 
people when it was pur-
chased. It was too cold for 
cattle, but the government 
sent twelve hundred reindeer 
for use by the Eskimos. The 
herd increased rapidly, and 

reindeer meat was shipped 
from Alaska to the United 
States for food. The value of 
salmon caught in Alaskan 
waters in 1929 was more than 
five times what the United 
States paid for the territory. 
“Seward’s Folly” has prov-
en to be one of the best buys 
ever made.

The people of Alaska elect-
ed their own legislature and 
sent representatives to Con-
gress in Washington, but the 
President of the United States 
appointed their governor. 
In 1910 Alaska had about 
sixty-five thousand peo-
ple, about half of them were 
whites and the rest Eskimos. 
All of them together would 
make the population of only 
one small city in America. 

Sled dogs were an import-
ant a means of transportation 
in Alaska. Jack London (1876-
1916) popularized sled dogs 
in his book Call of the Wild 
(1903). London had found 
the material that inspired his 
book from a trip to Alaska 
and Canada. He submitted 
his story to the San Francis-
co Bulletin, but the editor re-
jected it telling London that 
interested in Alaska had sub-
sided.

The Alaska Agricultural 
and School of Mines, estab-
lished in 1917, became the 
University of Alaska in 1935. 
Today Alaska is a composite 
of new and old. It has many 
fine cultural institutions. 
Alaska’s capital is Juneau. 
Anchorage is its largest city. 
Alaska doesn’t have a grand 
lodge of the Order Sons of 
Italy in America, but Italian 
Americans residing in Alaska 
may become national at-large 
members. 

The area of Alaska compared to other states.

William 
Paca Lodge 

#1960
Mountain View, CA
by Peggy Ludwico

We are almost half-way 
through the year.  I can’t be-
lieve it.  A lot has happened 
already this year.  Our new 
President, Gloria Ravetto, is 
doing a great job settling in to 
her new position.  All of us at 
the William Paca Lodge want 
to give our heartfelt thanks 
to our past President, Rosa-
lia Margarit for her dedica-
tion and loyalty for the many 
years of service to our Lodge.

Lorraine McCutcheon, 
our treasurer for many years, 
passed away in February.  
Sister Lorraine played a ma-
jor role in keeping our Lodge 
going. We are grateful for all 
she has done.  While she will 
be missed we are thankful 
that Sister Linda Clausen has 
stepped into her position as 
treasurer for the remainder of 
the 2019-2020 term.

We had a scrumptious 
ham and scalloped pota-
to dinner meeting held on 
Wednesday April 10.  Thanks 
to Carlo Marenco and Mike 
Ravizza, our chefs.  Paula 
Chidichimo provided a de-
licious pear salad, Gloria 
Ravetto pitched in with dev-
iled eggs and artichoke bites 
but the topper of the evening 
was the awesome tiramisu 
made by Lucia Ditri.  What 
a great evening of good food 
and good friends.  

We sang Happy Birth-
day to the members present 
who celebrated a birthday in 
April.  Mike Ravizza, Paula 
Chidichimo, and Jo Savelly.  
Jo turned 93 on April 2 and 
she still bowls once a week.  
Wow!!

We have a dinner meeting 
almost every second Wednes-
day of the month.  We would 
love it if you could join us.  
Just give me a call at 408-772-
6712 for details.

Well I guess that is all for 
this month.  Keep a smile in 
your heart and a smile on 
your face.  Life is easier that 
way.

Greetings Brothers and Sisters
Convention time is just around the corner and I have an excit-
ing youth program set up for the kids. Here is a list of the activ-
ities I have for convention. I made some changes from what is 
in the convention packet paperwork, remember that the list is 
subject to change.

Thursday Afternoon & evening: 
The Discovery Museum and lunch

Thursday evening: Star Wars theme night 
with convention delegates 

BRING YOUR STAR WARS ATIRE!!

    Friday Afternoon & evening: Wild Island Waterpark day 
with lunch at the park and dinner at the youth room upon 

return
 Saturday Afternoon: Virginia City sightseeing 

and tours with lunch
   Saturday evening: Circus Circus games and poolside pizza 

upon return
It’s not too late to support the Little Lion Program either as an 
individual, as a lodge, or as both. I have again set up different 
levels of support for the program. Those who donate over $100 
will be part of the elite Platinum level, donations up to $100 are 
in the Gold level, up to $50 donations are silver level and the 
bronze level is up to $25. This is a great way to invest in our 
youth and the future of our organization. For those of you who 
were at convention and saw the looks on the faces of our youth 
members could see how excited they were about being a part of 
the order and how they want to do more with their lodges and 
other youth members.
I am looking forward to the FUNtastic events we have set up 
for the youth and I hope they are we well! 
Fraternally, 
Brian E. Watson
Youth Committee Chair
4308 North DeWitt ave
Fresno, CA 93727
(559) 285-6934
Pumbaa673@yahoo.com 

Youth Committee
by Brian Watson

Vote 
Barbara Fumosa Wisniewski
Vice-President of the North

National Delegate

ATTENTION 
PLEASE

Please make sure that articles 
are sent to debbie@sanddgraphics.
com. and cc Apampuro@comline.
com. I would also like articles sent 
in word to me and PDF to Andy if 
possible. 

We appreciate all your help.
Thank you,
Andy Pampuro
Debbie Ure
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We ended the month of 
March with a flurry of storms 
which hinted that Spring 
would be postponed.  

In that vein, one of our 
last activities was the month-
ly soup night hosted by Rod 
Newbert on March 25th at 
his beautiful home in Fair-
field. In the words of Snoopy 
“It was a Dark and Stormy 
Night”.  This did not keep 
many of our members from 
braving the storm to attend.  
As usual the soups, appetiz-
ers and desserts were fantas-
tic.  Thank you Rod for being 
our host. Helen and Rich 
Barker will host the soup 
night in May.

On March 28th twelve of 
our members volunteered 
at the Contra Costa/Sola-
no Food Bank.   Our Lodge, 

Northern Solano Lodge #2534
Fairfield, CA 94534

by Rick Tracy and Pam Boes

under the direction of Joy 
Bruno, has been volunteer-
ing since 2003.  We set a new 
record this past month of 
sorting and boxing over 4,000 
lbs. of food.  In the past the 
Lodge members would sort 
every other month but due to 
the increase in participation 
we are able to volunteer ev-
ery month.

Card night was hosted in 
April by Caroline Abughaza-
leh and in May will be held at 
Rick Tracy’s home.  

All members are encour-
aged to attend and have a fun 
evening.

Carol Urban and Su-
san Cahan, coordinators of 
“Helping Hands”, were suc-
cessful in collecting blankets, 
socks and other items for the 
residents of the Voralto Vil-

lage Memory Care Facility in 
Fairfield.  Our Lodge mem-
bers were so generous that 
there will be items donated 
to a facility in Vacaville also.

Sue Cahan announced that 
the interviews for the Assist-
A-Grad scholarship program 
have been completed.  It was 
decided that scholarships 
will be made in memory of 
members who have passed.  

This year we will honor 
the memory of Albert Gal-
li and Joseph Ragusa. Our 
Lodge will present three,  one 
thousand-dollar scholarships 
this year at a ceremony in 
May.  As is the custom, the 
recipient’s names will not be 
announced until the presen-
tation.  Those students and 
their families will be invited 
to our regular Lodge meeting 

for further recognition. Frank 
Mossa, Kay Locatelli, Rose 
Beeler, Jana Houston, Tim 
Smithson and Bobbie Marti-
nez also assisted in the inter-
view process.

Richard Barker an-
nounced that the “Day at the 
Races” on May 3rd already 
has 80 members and friends 
attending this yearly event.  
It promises to be an exciting 
and perhaps for some, a re-
warding experience.

At our Lodge meeting 
on April 18th we welcomed 
several guests.  Louise and 
Frank Rossi introduced their 
cousins from France, Agnes 
and Patrice Rossi.  Lisa and 
Alex Hambright, Louise and 
Frank’s daughter and son in 
law, also attended.  Another 
special guest was Nanette 

Shamieh, Community Events 
Lead, for the American Red 
Cross in Solano County.  Na-
nette has agreed to return 
and do a presentation for our 
Lodge. Members and guests 
commented on the fine Eas-
ter Dinner prepared by Da-
vid Rico and assisted by An-
gie Cazera and Carla Gamez.  
Decorations were provided 
by Helen and Rich Barker.

A monthly feature in the 
La Voce, the Lodge Newslet-
ter, is “Who Am I”, created 
by Don Cradduck. Don and a 
featured member create a de-
scription for those attending 
the meeting to guess “Who 
Am I”.  

Thank you, Don, for this 
enjoyable way for us to learn 
more about each other.
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Winner Every
Day Raffle

1.  Purchase a Winner Every Day Raffle ticket for $25. If your lodge does not have any, 
you can order some through the Grand Lodge.

2.  Mail your ticket stub and check to the Grand Lodge of California, 5051 Mission St., 
San Francisco, CA  94112

3.  Once received, your ticket goes into the ticket drum.  
4.  Tickets are drawn every two weeks, until the end of 2019, one   ticket for each of 

those days.  If you are a winner, a check for $25. will be mailed to you.  Winners 
names are also listed in the most current issue of the Il Leone newspaper.

5.  Your ticket is put back into the drum for all future drawings.
6.  There are several days throughout the year that have a higher     dollar amount.   

Those days are listed on the back of each ticket.

It’s that easy!! 
You have a great chance of winning 

more than one time!! 
And a chance at the Grand Prize!

Make checks payable to:
Grand Lodge of California      

If you have any other questions,
please contact

            The Grand Lodge of CA (415)586-1316
           E-mail: sonsofitalyca@aol.com

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto

Roma Lodge celebrated their 89th Anniversary at the April 
meeting. Over 100 members and guests were present to enjoy 
a delicious meal of Italian sausage and risotto prepared by the 
Pitigliano and Goni Families along with the help of Joann 
Beecher. The lodge recognized members who were celebrating 
membership milestones. National President, Vera Girolami and 
State Vice-President Arlene Nunziati were on hand to help the 
lodge celebrate this important anniversary.  The United Lodges 
held a special Q&A session prior to the dinner and meeting to 
get an update on the Grand Lodge from Arlene and Vera.  

Over 70 lodge members were given certificates commemorat-
ing milestone years of membership in the lodge.  The lodge had 
10 members who were celebrating 50 years of membership in 
the lodge.   

Roma Lodge 50 Year Members
Nick Serafin, Frances Della, Vince Sola, Giovanna DePaoli, Vera 
Girolami, David Milanesio, Ben Curti, Steve Milanesio and Ken 
Curti.

Roma Lodge 50+ Year Members
Ron Pedroncelli, Philip Curti, Sharan Barreto, Vera Girolami, 
Joann Beecher and Gary Dutto

Roma Lodge 40 Year Members
Charlie and Nancy Pitigliano along with Vera Girolami

Roma Lodge New Members
(l-r) Emily Semoes, held by grandmother Cathy Mederos, 
Camilla Pitigliano, held by father Dominic Pitigliano, and 
Richelle Chiaramonte, were presented membership packets by 
National President Vera Girolami.

Roma Lodge will be hosting their 84th annual Ravioli Dinner 
on Saturday, May 11th at the T.D.E.S. Hall in Tulare. The meal 
features ravioli, spaghetti, chicken, green beans, salad, salami, 
cheese and a biscotti cookie for dessert. The dinner will be a 
drive through takeout only. Tickets may be purchased from 
Cathy Mederos, 687-1112 for only $20.
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: 559-592-5466
 rteelee@aol.com

   
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: 909-557-4585

hanklowinger@yahoo.com

The United Lodges of Southern California held it’s meeting 
at the Centinela Valley Lodge Hall on Sunday, April 7th.  After 
taking care of business we held an election for officers for the 
next two years. Our new president is Hank Lowinger who is 
also the president of the Saddleback Valley Lodge. 

For Vice President Micael DiGiuro, president of the Pugliese  
Lodge was voted in. Our out going president is Carmine Baffo. 
Our recording secretary remains Rosemarie Vanderhaar. Our  
treasurer remains Vita Zaccaria. Elected historian was Andy 
Pampuro, elected trustees are Lou Seibel, president of the West 
End Lodge, Linda Ennenman, president of the America Lodge 
and Bill Viverto, president of the Hacienda Lodge and the 
guard elected  was Steve Guthrie, president of the Centinela 
Valley Lodge.

Pictured above is out going president Carmine Baffo turning 
over the gavel to newly elected president Hank Lowinger.

United Lodges of
Southern California

by Andy Pampuro

 Jackie Giacomazzi: Hanford Lodge President, Louise Silacci, presents 
a check for $1000 to a representative from the Kings Gospel Mission 
at its April meeting.

Hanford Lodge #1543
Hanford, CA

by Jackie Giacomazzi

Hello from Redding,
Shasta Lodge is as busy as 
ever. We ended March by 
preparing lunch for the “Wel-
come Home Vietnam Veter-
ans Day”, which commemo-
rates the sacrifices of Vietnam 
veterans and their families. It 
is part of a National effort to 
recognize the men and wom-
en who were denied a prop-
er welcome upon returning 
home more than 40 years ago.
Shasta Lodge has been a 
part of the Welcome Home 
Vietnam Veterans Day event 
since Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger signed 
AB717 in 2009, which estab-
lishes the annual Welcome 
Home Vietnam Veterans on 
March 30 in the State of Cali-
fornia. Shasta Lodge is proud 
to serve a pasta lunch to all 
in attendance. The program 
includes a tribute at the Vet-
erans Cemetery at Igo. Upon 
return to Redding, there is 
entertainment by youths of 
Manzanita School, several 
guest speakers, a tribute to 
the MIA/POW and read-
ing the names of the Shas-
ta County servicemen and 
women who lost their lives in 
Vietnam.
On March 31st, about 21 
of our members attended 
the Chico Vincenzo Bellini 
Lodge’s annual spaghetti 
feed fundraiser. Thanks to 
John and Lorna Jefsen, our 
state deputy, for the wonder-
ful desserts Lorna prepared 
for us. It was a good time, 
some of us even won raffle 
prizes.
Then on April 14th our land-
lords, the Redding Commu-
nity Guild, held their annual 
scholarship fundraiser with a 
Farmers Market/Craft Fair, 
and Spaghetti Feed. There 

was a little smaller turnout 
than they had hoped for, but 
a good time was had by all, 
and they exceed their antici-
pated income for our schol-
arships
After three weeks of can-
cellations because of rain, 
the City of Redding Bocce 
League is underway. Our 
Sons and Daughters of Italy 
teams are doing well. A few 
of us are also playing on a se-
nior league.
Our Junior Member Blake Zu-
fall competed in the Boston 
Marathon with about 26000 
others. Blake had hoped to 
break his personal marathon 
record and finish in the top 
100. He did set his own per-
sonal record and finished 122 
in the Men’s Division, fin-
ishing with a time of 2:31:30, 
only 24 minutes behind the 
winner. His Dad Ron, Mom 
Teresa, Brother Adam, Sis-
ter Kristiana, and sister and 
brother-in-law Kaitlyn and 
Michael were there to sup-
port him. Blake graduated 
from UCDavis and is a scribe 
at Mercy Medical Center in 
Redding until August when 
he begins medical school at 
Washington University in 
Southern California. We are 
proud of you Blake.
And then we had some sad 
news. We lost our member 
of 34 years, Al Massa, at age 
102. Al and his wife Angie 
have been very active in our 
lodge and Al will certainly be 
missed.
Mother’s day is May 13th. 
We wish all you mothers, 
grandmothers, great-grand-
mothers, and stepmothers a 
wonderful day.
Ciao from your friends at 
Shasta Lodge

Shasta Lodge #2453
Redding, CA

by Carole Dellaragione

Blake Zufall at the Boston Marathon and his Sister Kaitlyn.  Blake is 
a junior member of Shasta Lodge and Kaitlyn was a member before 
her move to Boston.

 
RE-ELECT JOHN COSTA 

 GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA SONS & 
DAUGHTERES OF ITALY IN AMERICA  

STATE PRESIDENT 2019-2021  
LET’S CONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER TO 

GROW TOGETHER 

 



MAY 2019 IL LEONE PAGE 9

Reproduced from the weekly "Mini Relax."
For a subscription "sies@siesnet.it"

Answers page 14

On April 5th our lodge went to the Ronald Reagan Presiden-
tial Library. Twenty eight of us took the journey in two vans 
driven by our President Hank Lowinger and First Lady Mi-
chelle Lowinger. They got us there all safe and sound. It was a 
beautiful day and we all enjoyed the library. The big reason we 
went was to see the Pompeii exhibit which was outstanding. 
You’d swear you you there when the volcano erupted.

When we headed for home we made a dinner stop at a fabu-
lous Italian restaurant which everyone enjoyed.

Many thanks to Hank and Michelle for doing all the driving. 
It was greatly appreciated.

For our meeting on April 12th Pat and Pete Dito decided to 
serve us tacos with all the trimmings. It was a fabulous meal 
and we thank them for  chairing the event.

We had a surprise visit from our Second State Vice President 
Sadie Tamburine who came with our State Deputy Sal Denaro.

Our lodge King Joey Perez goes to Saddleback College and 
got involved with the theater group. For the weekend of April 
10 to the 14th he was in a musical called “Into The Woods” He 
along with the rest of the cast did a superb job and got a very 
long standing ovation.

We all wish you a very happy Mother’s Day.

Saddleback Valley
Lodge #2566

Mission Viejo, CA
by Andy Pampuro, Immediate Past President

Pat and Pete Dito were our dinner hosts for our lodge meeting.

President Hank Lowinger and First Lady Michelle Lowinger in front 
of the Ronald Reagan statue.
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Most people, when they 
think of Frank DiSalvo, think 
crooner, great America song-
book singer, but to my way 
of thinking the man is a pure 
“rocker”! And he brought the 
crowd at the 42nd Annual 
Anniversary Dinner/Dance 
and Recognition Ball to their 
collective feet, and kept them 
dancing, Sunday March 31st 
at Aqua Caliente ballroom. 
The choice of Frank to be this 
year’s honoree was an obvi-
ous and wonderful choice. 
This guy earned it!

Besides being the Lodg-
es vice-president, doing his 
monthly show at our weekly 
meetings and signing up new 
club members, at a rate sec-
ond only to our President Joe 
LaPorta, he is the consum-
mate ambassador of good 
will for our Lodge! This Pied 
Piper of the Lodge, has sure 
led a lot of us, myself includ-
ed, to the Lodge, and once 
there, we’ve stayed! Where 
else on Earth can you have 
a four course Italian dinner 
and be entertained by Frank 
for twenty bucks or less! No-
where! 

He sings the standards 
with the best of the sing-
ers, but it’s when he grabs 
his guitar, one of many he’s 
made, turns on the charisma 
and charm, he is the best! My 
opinion of course. But the 
dance floor was packed with 
revelers having a BALL!! If 
you remotely like to dance to 
the oldies, this man is going 
to have you dancing and ap-
plauding. I hope you get how 
amazing a time we had this 
year! The dinner/dance is 
our biggest event of the year, 
and has never disappointed 
year in and year out. If you’re 
not finding time for this an-
nual event, plain and simple, 
you’re missing out!

Master of Ceremonies this 
year again was Patrick Evans, 
who always does a masterful 
job! The States 2nd vice pres-
ident Sadie Tamburine spoke 
as did Joe LaPorta our Pres-
ident. Then came Frank, and 
he spoke of his life of music, 
entertaining and his grand-
fathers, one of which taught 
him the art of making guitars. 
And he introduced his lovely 
wife Addy, who also spoke 
kindly of him, which is al-
ways a good thing, as Addy 
is going to always tell you 
what’s on her mind! 

After that there was a 
special treat with Rowan & 
Martin, reincarnated in the 
persons of Andy Casey and 
Larry Capeloto, stumbling 
and ad-libbing their way 
through a skit, largely full of 
inside material, but certain-
ly fun! THEN CAME THE 
MUSIC! And now we have 
another year till our next 
honoree! But the Lodge will 
keep on rocking and rolling, 
and helping others through 
our charity programs! Anoth-
er fun season has come and 

Dolly Sinatra Lodge #2400
Palm Springs, CA

by Andy Casey

mostly gone. We will be clos-
ing until October 9th, after 
our May 15th gathering.

And already planned for 
next season is a golf tourna-
ment benefitting the West-
ern Foundation, which is 
comprised of this States 52 
lodges. The golf and a lun-
cheon buffet will be held at 
the beautiful Indian Canyons 

Golf Resort in Palm Springs 
on November 18th. Further 
details on this fun and ex-
citing tournament will be 
coming to you in our news-
letter. Joe, and the rest of the 
tremendous volunteers, who 
keep our club running so ef-
ficiently, wish you an amaz-
ing summer of fun and good 
health!!

Our Honoree Frank DiSalvo and lovely wife Addy dancing.

Honoree Frank DiSalvo on guitar leading his band.

Our Lodge President Joe LaPorta and First Lady.

The ladies that keep the Lodge going! Lori, Renee, Joyce, Laurie, Patti.
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One hundred seventy one 
guests attended the celebra-
tion of the 75th anniversary 
of the Columbia Lodge, San 
Mateo, and the honoring of 
National President Vera Fer-
rara Girolami on the evening 
of April 6, 2019.  An excel-
lent job keeping the program 
short so that the guests could 
have an enjoyable evening 
was done by M/C State First 
Vice President Arlene Nun-
ziati.

The beautiful event was 
held at the Peninsula Italian 
American Social Club in San 
Mateo where a delicious din-
ner was served.

Sister Vera was the first 
woman elected to the posi-
tion of State President of the 
Grand Lodge of California 
and is only the second wom-
an to hold the esteemed po-
sition of National President.  
Many accolades were award-
ed to her as she has done 
outstanding work in both po-
sitions.  Over the years, Vera 
has received many awards 
and honors, among them 
serving as CAO of the West-
ern Foundation ,  Past Presi-
dent of the Modesto Lodge 
and Founder and President 
CEO of the Central Valley 
Sons of Italy.  

Shas has been married 
to Hon. Al Girolami for 58 
years, has two daughters, 
three granddaughters and 
two grandsons.  

President Joe Simoni 
presented her with a beau-
tiful Swarovski necklace 
with matching earrings and 
Al presented her with a 
Swarovski ring.  

She gave a beautiful talk 
and introduced her large 
family, friends from the Vil-
lages, her nursing school 
classmates and her Cruiser 
friends.  

In attendance were guests 
from all over the State of Cal-
ifornia and Nevada:  Nation-
al Trustee Lynn Lawrence 
Murphy and State Trustee 
Bill Murphy, State President 
John Costa and 1st Lady 
Donna Lee, State 2nd Vice 
President Sadie Tamburine, 
State 3rd Vice President Bar-
bara Wisniewski, State Trust-
ees Louise Silacci and Ray 
Bini and many State Chairs 
and representatives from 
lodges far and near. Prof.ssa 
Anna Zeppieri represented 
the Consul General of Ita-
ly and National Foundation 
Trustee Maria Fassio Pignati 
presented Vera with a lovely 
bouquet of flowers from the 
Consul General.

Music was provided by 
the Lou Roselli Band and ev-
eryone stayed dancing to the 
end.  A beautiful and mem-
orable evening for Vera and 
for everyone who attended.

Columbia Lodge Honors National President On 75Th Anniversary
by Arlene Nunziati

President Joe Simoni and Vera

Al and Vera

Grandson Foster and Vera

Arlene and Vera
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NEL RIMPIANGERNE LA PERDITA, CI ASSOCIAMO AL 

LUTTO ED AL DOLORE DEI LORO CONGIUNTI AI QUALI INVIAMO LE NOSTRE CONDOGLIANZE.

“NECROLOGIO”
Member’s Name Lodge Lodge  
Evelyn Hintermann  Cornelia-Vita Nova  #1198
Joan Davenport   #1518
Oswald Da Ros   #1573
George De Bonis  #1586
Rita Sogno   #2011
Michael Filice   #2082
Charles Massetti   # 2167 
 

SAVE THE DATE
Sacramento Lodge #1352

Annual Shrimp Feed
Saturday, November 2, 2019

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

Greetings from Petaluma!
How wonderful can a 

day like today be?  I looked 
out at my garden this morn-
ing, looked at the beautiful 
sky and thanked God for the 
beauty that he gives us in 
Mother Nature.  We are so 
fortunate here in Petaluma, 
we are truly in God’s Coun-
try.

Had a nice meeting the 
other night.  Our State Pres-
ident John Costa and our 
Deputy Rick Branch were in 
attendance and they installed 
our new President Ernie Gio-
no.  They also initiated Mary 
Ellen Higgins and Annie Cel-
illi into the Lodge.

Caesar Battisti Lodge #1815 
Petaluma, CA

by Louise Vicino

Our congratulations to 
President Ernie and con-
gratulations to our two new 
members, Mary Ellen and 
Annie.

We want to thank our 
Vice President Jim Gam-
bonini who did a great job 
at our March meeting.  We 
encourage everyone to sup-
port our new President by 
attending the meeting and 
giving support at our events. 
Come to the meetings and 
meet your fellow members, 
get acquainted with every-
one there, and get to know 
others.  Some members come 
alone and they need to know 
that we are a friendly group. 
Make them feel welcome.

Our thanks to Ed Santero 
and the cooking group. who 
prepared a great meal for 
us.  Thanks to the ladies who 
brought the dessert and also 
to anyone else who helped in 
any way.  I miss Ed’s Mother, 
Louise, her family  and all her 
wonderful desserts.  Think of 
them often.

We hear that Aileen Petty 
is planning to move to Texas 
at the end of the year.  Aileen 
has done a good job and we 
hate to see her leave when 
the time comes.

Congratulations to Mar-
ilyn Lombardi, who is now 
our new Chaplain and also to 
Ron Benson, our new trustee.

Our winners of our month-
ly raffles are as follows:  Kar-
en Bonfiglio, Ron Benson and 
Madeline and Rose Lavezzo.

Our next meeting is May 
9th.  Please make your reser-
vation for the dinner by call-
ing Ernie Giono.  It is import-
ant for the cook to know how 
many are coming.,

Happy Birthday and Hap-
py Anniversary to those cel-
ebrating this month.  Happy 
Mothers Day and Fathers 
Day.  Remember them, giv-
ing them lots of love, hugs 
and kisses.  If they have 
passed on, then remember 
them fondly and keep them 
in your hearts especially on 

those days and everyday.
Get well wishes to anyone 

who is ill.  Thinking of Bruno 
Fomasi and hoping he on the 
road to recovery.  Miss seeing 
him.  Good to see that Bette 
Finkbonner is doing so well 
and looks so good.  Nice to 
see John too.

Say a prayer for our ser-
vice people, the homeless, 
victims of crime and for our 
Country.

Remember to be nice to 
someone, you will always get 
it back in return.

Ciao,

Please confirm you re-
ceived my article.

Thank you.
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2019 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

“Sponsors” are members, lodges, or friends, who have generously contributed $25.00   (or 
more) per year to help pay for the cost of producing, printing, and the distribution of our “IL 
LEONE” Newspaper. For more information about becoming an “IL LEONE” Sponsor, contact 
Andy Pampuro, Editor, at (949) 855-4279, or our Grand Lodge Office at (415) 586-1316.

Abronzino Family
Josephine Agosta
Anaheim Lodge
Alice P. Bankhead
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
Zelda LeFrak Belleci 
Pamela Bini
Raymond Bini
Hilda Blay
Donna Branch
Rick Branch
Gianna Buldo
Judy Buldo
Susan Cahan
Mary Jane Cambria
David Carboni
In memory of Shirley Carboni
Karen Carroll
Mike Carroll
Al Chiechi 
Columbia Lodge
Columbo-Stella Lodge
Timothy Coragliotti
Regina Coragliotti
Cornelia Vita Nuova Lodge
Donna Lee Costa
John Costa
Cristoforo Colombo #1534
Marlene D. Cristanelli
Aldo G. DeRose
Pamela DeRose
Diablo Valley Lodge
Edithe DiGiuro
Michael DiGiuro
Rosemarie DiMaggio
Linda DePalma
Peter Dito
Patricia Dito
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
Gabe Domenici
Mardell Domenici 
Eureka Lodge
Manny Finazzo
Rev. Adam Forno
Steven Garnica
Gina Gallucci
Gloria Garibaldi
Andy Ginocchio 
Judge Al Girolami

Vera Girolami
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge
Gold Country Lodge
Dan Gizzo
Rose Marie Gizzo
Hanford Lodge
Joanne Coccia Lodge
Carla Lotito Komar 
Mary LaBanca 
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
James Lamanna
Tina Lamanna
Joseph Lammore
Ronald Latteri
Ronald and Ashley Latteri
in memory of Mirella Brattesani
Janey Leonardich
Chris Lotito
Mary Lotito
Hank Lowinger 
Richard Luzzi
Norma Marcucci
Gianfranco Marin
Maria Marin
Romano Marchetti
Susan Colaneri Monell
Bill Murphy
Lynn Murphy
John Musante
Barbara Muselli
Gabriele Muselli
Adeline Nettleton
Bernadine Neil
Northern Solano Lodge
Arlene Nunziati 
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
In Memory of
Rosemary Pampuro
Bennie Pardini
Florence Gurrieri Pardini
Andrea Pennino
Maria Pignati
Ugo Pignati
Annette Porter
Privitera Famly Charitable 
Foundation
Julie Querin 
Renaissance Lodge

Pam Ricci
Hugh Ricci
Stella Riccio
Tony Ricevuto
Pauline Richmond
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
Joe Rossi
Glen Rushing
Melanie Rushing
Lucy Sacco
Sacramento Lodge
Saddleback Valley Lodge
Salinas Lodge
Louise Silacci
Shasta Lodge
The Silva Family
Rick Silveira
Sharon Silveira
Joseph Simile
Brianna Simon
Gary Smith
Sadie Tamburine
Sid Tamburine
John Tedesco
Pam Tedesco
Elaine Teixeira
Anthony Tesoriere
Louise Tesoriere
Jan Richmond Trigleth
Michael Turrini
Ukiah Lodge
Valley of the Moon Lodge
Roy Vanoni
Yvonne Vanoni
Marilyn Vecchio
Ukiah Lodge
Debbie Ure
Virgilio Lodge
Carol Watson
Watsonville Lodge
Ann Wendel
Dick Wentz
West End Lodge
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski 
Vita Zaccaria
Marco Zonni
Nina Zonni

PUZZLE ANSWERS

Lodge Anniversaries
May
Roma #1573 5/25/30
Valley of the Moon #1959 5/17/47
William Paca #1960 5/25/47
West Covina #2056 5/14/56
Anaheim #2076 5/13/58
St. Helena #2077 5/28/58
Dolly Sinatra #2400 5/29/77
Vincenzo Bellini #2519 5/29/82

Congratulations!!!

In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.
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LODGE DIRECTORY
AMERICA

LODGE No. 1609
Anniv. Nov. 20, 1931

LA HABRA
PRES. LINDA ENNEMAN

c/o Linda Enneman 
641 S. Gilbert St.

Anaheim, CA 92804
Phone: (714) 309-6112

Email:  llee1975@aol.com 
Rec. Sec. Tina Forte
16008 Ocean Ave.
 Whittier, CA 90604

Phone: (562) 943-6670
Email: tna4tay@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Sun. 1:30 p.m.
101 West La Habra Blvd.

La Habra, CA 90631

ANAHEIM
LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. EVA LAVEZZARI

6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone (714) 501-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808

Phone: (714) 469-1020
Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meeting 1st. Wed. 7:30 p.m.

NOT EVERY MONTH
Contact 

President Eva Lavezzari
or Rec. Sec. Fran D’Errico

for more details of date 
and place

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
28 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA  94590
Phone:  (707) 552-7474
Email: porterbini@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Penny Bellotti

Vallejo, CA 94590
Phone:  (707) 337-937

Email: PSBellotti@comcast. 
net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: ospires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. CAROL ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969
Email: c_espo@att.net

Rec. Secty. Pam Bustos
1859 Chaparral Dr

Pittsburg, CA 94565
Discovery Bay, CA 94505
Phone: (925) 427-4045

Email: pam.bustos2136@
gmail.com

Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center

415 W. 2nd Street
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES. STEVE GUTHRIE
1152 E. 1st St. #101

Long Beach, CA 90802
Phone: (310) 483-4383

Email: stvegut@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES: JIM GAMBONINI
803 Lynch Rd. 

Petaluma, CA 94594
Phone: (707) 763-1053

Email: lcgambo803@gmail.
com

Rec.Secty. Anna Biggio
125 Rogue Moraes

Mill Valley, CA 94941
Phone: (415) 388.1998

Email: sonoioann@gmail.
com

Meets 2nd Thurs. 6:30 pm
Petaluma Community 

Center
(Lucchesi Park)

320 N. McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. JOE SIMONI
 9 12th Ave. 

San Mateo, CA 94402
Phone: (650) 349-7979
Email: Jsomoni@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Angie Fanucchi

3721 Wilshire Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 228-6013

Email: angsm42@gmail.com
Meets 4th  Tues. 7:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall 
1159 Bush St. 

San Carlos, CA 94070

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO GALLEGOS
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 251-5992
Rec Secty Steven Barra

850 W. Jensen
Fresno, CA 93706

Phone: (559) 974-2345
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall
3509 North First St.
Fresno, CA 93721

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. ANGELA SILVA

1301 Williams Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Phone:  (650) 291-3595
Email: angelamsilva_2008@yahoo.com

Rec. Secty. Carla Silva
1301 Williams Ave.

San Bruno, CA 94066
Phone:  (415) 308-8254

No information on meeting 
place

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty.  Paul Romero

12410 Westridge Dr. 
Reno, NV 89511

Phone (775) 772-5476
Email: paul@redstonenv.

com
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral
310 W 2nd St.

Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LINDA PARENT TASCA
4014 Lynwood Ct.

Concord, CA 94519
Phone:  (925) 825-2560

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Dr.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. GINA IACOVINO
1617 Talisman St.

Hesperia CA
Phone: (760) 964-4155

Email:reginiaaiacovino@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Minnie Lopez-Baffo
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (626) 422-0551

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Brookdale at Apple Valley
11825 Apple Valley Rd. 
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JULIA D’ELIA 
2060 E. Rochelle Road 

Palm Springs, CA 92262  
Phone: (760) 333-5794

Email: joeydoor@dc.rr.com
Rec. Sec.  Julia D’Elia

    2060 E. Rochelle Road
    Palm Springs, CA 92262

   Phone: 760 333-5794
Email: 

Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. LARRY ROMANAZZI
1150 N.Rossmoor Ct.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: (559) 733-1461

Email: larry@msrcpa.com
Rec. Secty.Pam Buldo

 Phone: (559) 799-8697
Email: pjbuldo@aol.com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. JOHN SALIZZONI
P.O. Box 3131

Eureka, CA  95502-3131
Phone: (707)498-0774

EMAIL: eddie.alexander.
Rec. Secty. 

Phone: 
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

7th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. JAMES HILL
3196 Hawthorn St.

San Diego, Ca 92104
Phone:  (619) 280-5554
Rec. Secty. Sid Tamburine

1925 Circle Park Lane.
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone:  (858) 537-9878
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 P.M.

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. MARIANNE CAMP-
BELL

Address: 1660 Medolla Dr. 
Sparks, NV 89434

Phone: (775) 560-8199
Email: mnc0107@

sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Monica Domini

4790 Caughlin Parkway #502
Reno, NV 89519

Phone:  (775) 843-3733
Email: monicadomini@gmail.

com
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. ANTHONY SCOTCH
3225 Stonehurst Dr.

El Dorado Hills,CA 95762
Phone: (916) 425-3330

Email:agscotch@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Bev Scotch

3225 Stonehurst Dr. 
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Email: bevscotch@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave

La Puente, CA 91744
Phone:(626) 261-2879

Email: bverdo@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
2520 Summershade Dr.

La Habra 90631 
Phone: (562) 400-9663
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 8 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. LOUISE SILACCI
13579 Francisco Dr. 
Hanford, CA 93230

Phone: (559) 639-9800
Email: silaccilv@gmail.

com
Rec.Secty. Brittney Little

1203 Mary St.
Hanford,CA 93230

Phone # 559-380-6411
Email: little08@mail.fres-

nostate.edu
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 822-8740
Email: pffin@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci
522 E. Lugonia, Apt A
Redlands, CA 92374

Phone: (909) 855-5437
Email: michaelynn66@live.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL PROVENZA
7900 Calle Oliva 

Carlsbad, CA 92009
Phone: 760-634-2029

Email:sprovenza@aol.com
Rec Secty. Dan Gizzo 

P.O. Box 9718
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 

92067
Phone: (858) 461-4069
dangizzo@hotmail.com
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Johns Catholic Church
1001 Encinitas Blvd
Encinitas, CA 92024

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. MARY MICELI
1417 Santa Paula Dr. 
Modesto, CA 93555

Phone: (209) 527-5818
Email: marymiceli49@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Antonella Turchetti

2604 Fiedier Way
Modesto, CA 95355

Phone: (209} 51-5987 
Email: camogli@sonic.net

Meets 2nd Fri. 5:30 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church
617 W. Orangeburg Ave. 

Modesto, CA

MONTEREY
LODGE No. 2003

Anniv. Feb. 5, 1950
MONTEREY

PRES. KEN CUNEO    
1113 Buena Vista Ave

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
Email: kencun17@icloud.

com
Rec. Secty. Tom Mancini

8 Valencia Ct. 
Seaside, CA 93955

Phone: (831) 394-6480
Email: tmancini@sbcglobal.

net
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:00 p.m.

Black Bear Diner 
2540 N. Fremont St.
Monterey, CA 93942

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 255-5242

Email: am.graeber@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Kim Enzensperger

850 W. Watmaugh Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Meets 4th Mon. 6:30 p.m.
Meets Native Sons Hall

937 Coombs St. 
Napa, CA 94599
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LODGE DIRECTORY
WEST END

LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. Lucille Seibel
9063 La Grande St

Alta Loma CA 91701
Phone: (909) 987-5828

Email: nonnalou9@gmail.
com

Rec. Secty Robin Sindicich
1751 Partridge Ave.
Upland, CA 91784

Phone (909) 949-1387
Email: robinsin@earthlink.net

 Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,

Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

WILLIAM PACA
LODGE No. 1960

Anniv. May 25, 1947
MOUNTAIN VIEW

PRES.GLORIA RAVETTO
738 Dona Ave 

Sunnyvale, CA 94087
Phone: (408) 736-1087

Email: gloriaravetto@gmail.
com

Rec. Secty. Peggy Ludwico
1111Morse Ave. #171
Sunnyvale, CA 94089

Phone: (408) 745-1775
Email: peggy9374@aol.com
Meets 2nd  Wed. 6:00 p.m.

SFV Hall
361 Villa Street

Mountain View, CA 94040

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES. MARK ROSSI 
4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone: (209) 404-0692
Email: mercatoman1@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 9:00 a.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PARADISO
LODGE No. 2743

Anniv. July 10, 1999
PARADISE

PRES. WANDA TESSARO
14170 Wingate Circle
Magalia, CA 95954

Phone: (530) 762-1011
Cell:(530) 354-4239

Email: jwtessaro@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Steve Neeley

345 Redwood Way
Chico, CA 95926

Phone: (530) 872-9325
Email: neeleymas2@

yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 6 p.m.

Paradise Ridge Senior Center
877 Nunneley Rd.

Paradise, CA 95969

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES: MARY JANE CAMBRIA
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Phone: (714) 749-7777

Email: maryjane@mjcambria.com
Rec. Secty. Denise Meinhardt

1324 Rickey Ave
Anaheim, CA 92802

Email: dmeiny@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Wed. 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
Geneva Room

146 N. Grand Street
Orange, CA 92866

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

1565 Burl Ave
Clovis, CA 93611

Phone: (559) 299-1941
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. LARRY DUTTO
1804 South Tamarack 

Visalia,CA 93277
Phone: (559) 901-4683
Email: louis.benedetti@

yahoo.com 
Rec.Secty. Kathryn Gomes 

2667 Clarete St. 
Tulare, CA 93274

Phone: (559) 331-0025
Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.

International Agri-
Centre-Social Hall

4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Marcia Ceciliot
31 Clancy CT

Phone: (916) 316-0123
Email: SonsofItalyRoseville@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
 106 Sutter Ave.

 Roseville, CA 95678

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. DAN MARINELLI
340 Cabot Court

Granite Bay, CA 95746
Phone: (916) 698-2928
Email: dan.r.marinelli@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Abbie Baroni

2249 Tulip Way
Sacramento, CA 95821
Phone:  (916) 925-8758
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: (909) 557-4585
E-mail: hanklowinger@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday  6:00 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SALINAS
LODGE No. 2082

Anniv. Mar. 8, 1959
SALINAS

PRES. PAMELA DE ROSE
541 Belmont Dr.

Salinas, CA 93901
Phone (831) 757-6843

Rec. Secty. Lillian Filice
29 Alameda Place
Salinas, CA 93901

Phone:  (831) 758-0449
Mets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.

Madonna Del Sasso Parish
320 E. Laurel Dr.

Salinas, CA 93906

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480
Rec. Secty. Sue Tunstall

115 Brooktrail Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 570-7779

Email: sinamon219@att.net
Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.

 Brookwood Mobile Estates
7000 Montecito Blvd.

(Mobile Park)
 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. JIM NOBILI
2391 Cumberland Dr. 
Redding, CA 96001

Phone: (530) 243-4127
Email: rjnobili@sbcglobal.

net
Rec Secty. Sharon Roberts
1767 Capistrano Walk

Redding, CA 96003
Phone: (530) 221-0720
email: jimandsharon@

charter.net
Meets 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Keely Dodd
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: (707) 251-9558
Email: keelejo@hotmail.

com
Meets 1st Wed. 7:00 p.m.

Native Sons Hall
1313 Spring Street

St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES: GARY DOGALI
P. O. Box 53

Redwood Valley, CA 95470
Phone (707) 485-8233

Email: sdogali@outlook.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Lynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: ml_laviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727@comcast.net

Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll
P.O. Box 198

Sonoma, CA 95476
Phone: (707) 938-1295

Email: karenecar@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. MICHAEL SMITH
1020 Lori Drive

Chico, CA 95972
Phone:  (530) 682-5641

Email: vettemikie@sbcglobal.
net

Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo
16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 519-2974
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
2775 Nord Avenue
Chico, CA 95973

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. RAY BINI
28 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Phone: (707) 699-3751
Email: Raymond.Bini@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 486-2948
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 8:00 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

479 McDonald Rd.
Aptos, CA 95003

Phone: (831) 210-9577
Email: kcpres@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. RICHARD NEGRO                                                                                         
 Address: 17417 Jackrabbit 

Road Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: 530-938-3079
Email: italianmomo@

outlook.com 
Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti

P. O. Box 130
Weed, CA 96094 

Phone: (530) 938-2881
Email: sole@cot.net

Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Sons of Italy Memorial Hall

155 Clay Street
Weed, CA 96094

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
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I'm an Italian American
I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 

Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.
I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 

My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 
My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of Dante, and 

the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of Illinois, colo-
nizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of

man was written into the Bill of Rights.
I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.
I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.

I am Alessandro Malaspina.
I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.

I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,

I am John Basilone of New Jersey.
I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 

and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,

the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.

I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has dedicated 

me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it.

I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.


