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OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE 
GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA 
WHOSE JURISDICTION COVERS 

CALIFORNIA, NEVADA  AND 
KLAMATH COUNTY IN OREGON

A Message From The
State President

DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY

by Lynn Lawrence-Murphy 
State President

“Fratellanza”
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Cont. on page 6

A New Lodge Is Born
by Andy Pampuro

        

As many have been bat-
tling the cold and rainy 
weather, Bill & I have had the 
pleasure of enjoying a warm, 
cozy environment while con-
tinuing to visit many of our 
lodges. The internal warmth 
and hospitality definitely 
overshadows the external 
frigid, wet elements outdoors.

After enjoying a wonder-
ful and relaxing Christmas 
Holidays with family and 
friends, Bill & I were reju-
venated. We were back on 
the road in early January at-
tending lodge meetings and 
events. Of course, Wednesday, 
January 6th we attended our 
St. Helena Lodge Meeting 
where our members and the 
Napa members sadly decided 
to cancel the Napa / St. Hel-
ena Annual Crab Feed due to 
the closure of the crab season 
on much of the Pacific Coast. 
It forced our member into re-
searching alternative and new 
ways to raise funds. I know 
many other lodges in the 
Northern and Central Areas 
had to do the same thing, but 
being a group of determined, 
creative and inventive Italian 
Americans several different 
venues were researched and 
different types of fundraisers 
were put into place. God bless 
our ancestral genes that make 
us the strong and productive 
members we are. On Thurs-
day, January 7th, we attended 
the Pugliese Lodge Dinner 
Meeting. So great to finally be 
able to visit with this group 
(which includes many past 
and present State Officers 
and Chairs) and to meet and 
become acquainted with sev-
eral new members. Another 
wonderful meal to enjoy. The 
next night, we attended the 

Saddleback Valley Lodge’s 
Dinner Meeting. So nice to 
have again several State Offi-
cers and Chairs in attendance 
as well as having State Trustee 
from the North Richard Luzi 
there. Unfortunately, they had 
to postpone the crowning of 
their Queen Baylin Hering-
ton and the installation of 
several new members due to 
illnesses. The Lodge’s 1st Lady 
Louise Pampuro also missed 
recovering from pneumonia. 
Pete Dito shared a delightful 
slide show of his vacation to 
Milano this past fall. Back 
home and on Wednesday, 
January 13th, it was over to 
Antioch to attend the C. Co-
lombo Lodge Meeting. Their 
Queen Mary Lucido and sev-
eral officers were also unable 
to attend due to Illness. Pray 
for a speedy recovery for all 
our ill members. Tuesday, 
January 19th, we travelled 
to El Dorado Hills to attend 
the Gold Country‘s Pot Luck 
Dinner Meeting. We truly 
have outstand cooks within 
our lodges as demonstrated 
by the wonderful pot lucks. 
As Bill often states, “Another 
fabulous pot luck”. They were 
preparing for a Shrimp and 
Tri Tip Dinner to be held on 
January 23rd in place of their 
Crab Feed. Lodge President 
John Statti introduced 5 new 
members consisting of two 
families who were   eager 
to become part of the Gold 
Country Family and were 
ready and prepared to work 
for the lodge. Great way to 
begin a New Year with new 
members joining.

January 23rd, I had the 
pleasure of initiating 28 
new members in the newly 
installed Diamond Valley 
Lodge. Congratulations Presi-
dent Joe Scarsella and all 
your Officers and Members. 
Welcome to the Grand Lodge 
of California Family. I would 
like to thank all the State Of-
ficers and Chairs, Filial Lodge 
Officers and Members who 
were in attendance and the 
many lodges that donated 
monies and sent congratula-
tory wishes to welcome our 
new baby lodge. A wonderful 
luncheon followed the Instal-
lation Ceremony with over 
100 people in attendance. It 
was so exciting and reward-
ing to have a new lodge wel-
comed into our family in such 
a warm fraternal manner.

Don’t forget to mark your 
calendars for the Grand Coun-
cil Meeting to be held in Santa 
Ana at the DoubleTree Hotel 
on March 19th. We would like 
all of you to join us.

 Recording Secretaries, 
I ask that you please share 
with your lodge members 
all the communications sent 
out by the Grand Lodge. We 
are trying to keep everyone 
abreast of all that is happen-
ing within the Grand Lodge. 
In turn, members don’t forget 
your State Officers including 
your State President (most of 
all) are only a phone call away 
to answer any questions or 
concerns you may have. We 
are here to serve you!

In closing, Bill & I wish 
you all a very Happy Valen-
tine’s Day!

   On Saturday, January 23, 
2016, a new lodge became a 
reality in the city of Hemet, 
California and will be known 
as the Diamond Valley Lodge. 
The installation of this lodge 
took place at the Anchor Bay 
Club Restaurant in Hemet. It 
was well attended by many 
of our state officers as well as 
members of the various lodg-
es. The Joanne Coccia Lodge in 
Fontana is the Madrina Lodge 
and their officers all took their 
positions and opened the 
installation. Our State Presi-
dent Lynn Lawrence Murphy 
presided over the initiation of 
the new members of the new 
lodge with Second State Vice 
President John Costa acting as 
Herald. After the initiation the 
installation of the lodge’s offi-
cers took place and once they 
received their regalia they all 
were escorted to their places. 
The president of the Diamond 
Valley Lodge is Joe Scarsella. 
He looked very proud as 
he accepted the gavel from 
our state president. Hank 
Lowinger, a member of the 
Saddleback Valley Lodge, was 
appointed their state deputy. 
Many donations were made to 
the new lodge to help them get 
a good start as a lodge in our 
great Order.

   The dignitaries who were 
in attendance were our State 
President Lynn Lawrence 
Murphy, her husband Bill 
who is the chair of the Grand 
Lodge Home Committee, State 
Second Vice President John 
Costa and his wife Donne Lee 
who is the Ritual and Protocol 
Committee Chair, State Third 
Vice President Ted Seibel and 
his wife, Lucille, State Record-
ing Secretary Lori Rossi,  State 
Financial Secretary Gabe Do-
menici and his wife, Mardell, 
State Trustee South Marco 
Zonni and his wife, Nina, State 
Trustee North Joy Bruno, Past 
State President David Prisco, 
Past State President Chris Lo-
tito and his wife, Mary, who is 
the Athletic Committee Chair, 
Past State President Joseph 
LaBanca and his wife, Mary, 
Scholarship Committee Chair 
Rosemarie Vanderhaar,Italian 
Language and Culture Chair 
Vita Zaccaria, Media Com-
mittee Chair Andy Pampuro 
and his wife, Louise, and our 
beautiful State Queen Emily 
Eslick.

   Following the festivities 
a delicious buffet was served 
enjoyed by all. We certainly 
wish the new lodge much suc-
cess and with them the best.

   

The president of the new lodge Joe Scarsella with our State President Lynn 
Lawrence Murphy.

The new lodge flag

Please join the Royal Court of 
the Golden Lion.

Any donation would be
appreciated. It is for

a good cause. Call Chris Lotito 
for more information.
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NATIONAL OFFICERS
FROM CALIFORNIA

GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA
5051 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94112 • Phone (415) 586-1316

CALIFORNIA NATIONAL 
DELEGATES

CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY
ARLENE NUNZIATI 

WILLIAM MURPHY
SADIE TAMBURINE

BARBARA WISNIEWSKI
JOSEPH SIMONI
SID TAMBURINE

THOMAS MANCINI

ALTERNATES
ROSALIA MARGARIT

STATE ARBITERS
PAM RICCI

ROY VANONI
ANDY PAMPURO

LOU SIEBEL
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

ARTURO IBLETO
(1995-1997)

1492 Lowell Avenue
Cotati, CA 94928

Phone: 707-795-1489
Fax: 707-792-2046

Work: 707-792-2712
RALPH AGNELLO

(1993-1995)
226 N Carl Dr.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: 559-627-3956

Email: alexgooddog1@gmail.com
FRANK J. DE SANTIS

(1989-1991)
9562 James Circle

Villa Park, CA 92861
Phone: 714-637-7267

Fax: 714-550-9234
Work: 714-550-9155

Email: Frankjdesantis@yahoo.com

Birth Defects Libraries
HAZEL ANN CHRISTIN

2173 Knowlwood Dr.
Hanford, Ca 93230

Phone: 559-582-3597
Cell: 559-309-3597

Email: hazelannc@comcast.net
Athletic

MARY LOTITO
437 Audraine Drive
Glendale, CA 91202

Phone: 818-242-2469
Cell: 818-414-9908
Fax: 818-242-2002

Garibaldi Meucci Museum
JOY BRUNO

1778 Nephi Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone: 707-422-3391
Cell: 707-332-5623

Email: joy.b@comcast.net

ROY T. VANONI
(2003-2005)

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone & Fax: 916-872-4999
Cell: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net
DAVID PRISCO

(2001-2003)
1801 E. Collins #12
Orange, CA 92867
Cell: 714-292-1038

Phone: 714-292-1038
JOHN TEDESCO

(1999-2001)
18 Carvel Place

Sacramento, CA 95835-2012
Phone: 916-419-6606

Fax: 916-419-6626
Work: 916-419-6616
Cell: 916-207-1603

Email: tedescojt@aol.com

State President
CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY  
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-963-0521 
Cell: 415-819-0475 &

707-694-8621
Fax: 707-968-9709

Email:  clawrence2844@
sbcglobal.net

State First Vice President
ARLENE M. NUNZIATI

125 Humboldt Road
Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone: 650-342-3313

Fax: 650-342-3310
Cell: 415-608-3313

Email: rlene49@pacbell.net
State Second Vice President

JOHN COSTA 
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: 707- 483-9604 
Cell: 707-483-9604

Work: 707-752-6123
Fax: 707-745-8111

Email: jc19632002@yahoo.com
State Third Vice President

TED SEIBEL 
9063 La Grande St.

Alta Loma, CA 91701
Phone #: 909-987-5828

Cell: # 909-731-6999
Email: tseibel@roadrunner.com
Immediate Past State Pres.

CAV. MARIA FASSIO 
PIGNATI

268 Delmar Way
San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: 650-574-5786

Cell: 415-370-3956
        415-819-0475
Fax: 650-577-9349

Email: abondnza@aol.com
State Orator

SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE
1925 Circle Park Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone: 760-613-6178
Cell #: 619-677-7594

Work & Fax:: 760-634-1724
Email: sadie.k@att.net

State Recording Secretary
LORI ROSSI

4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Cell #: 209-404-1883
Email: loriatthegrandlodge@

gmail.com

GRAND LODGE QUEEN
EMILY ESLICK

4040 W. Robinwood Ct.
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone #: 559-799-2260

EMERITUS ROLL
Grand Lodge Queen Emeritus
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

1029 North Atwood
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone: 559-625-3115
Cell: 559-786-8124

Email: gristd124@comcast.net

State Financial Secretary
GABE DOMENICI 

1034 Apple Blossom Ln
Corona, CA 92881

Phone # 951-737-4306
Work: 951-278-8780
Fax #: 951-278-1049
Cell: # 951-258-8130

Email: gdomen@pacbell.net 
 State Treasurer

BARBARA FUMOSA WISNIEWSKI
20987 Gunnison Ct.

Reno, NV 89508
Phone: 775-972-3894 

Cell: 201-874-5946
Email: BarbReno1949@aol.com

State Trustee North
JOY BRUNO  

1778 Nephi Drive
Fairfield, CA. 94534

Phone: 707-422-3391 
Cell: 707-332-5623

Email: joy.b@comcast.net
State Trustee North

RICHARD LUZZI
7660 Myrtle Ave. #58

Eureka, CA 95503
Phone: 707-443-8669 
State Trustee Central
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone & Fax: 559-592-5466
Cell: 559-731-4035

Email: rteelee@aol.com
State Trustee Central
FRANK LOCICERO

8639 Solera Dr.
San Jose, CA 95135

Phone: 408-532-8822 
Cell:  408-710-4979

State Trustee South
MARCO ZONNI

13537 La Sierra Dr.
Chino Hills, CA 91709
Phone: 909-590-2204

Email: zonnim@yahoo.com
State Trustee South

AL TRENTINI
25572 Saltwater Dr.

Dana Point, CA 92629-1508
Phone #: 949-240-8578

Cell #: 949-436-0242
Email: nicolomac@cox.net

Grand Lodge Building 
BILL MURPHY

1475 Sulphur Spring Ave.
St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-963-0521

Email: petalumabill@gmail.com
Budget and Finance
DAVID LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone: 714-897-8134
Email:taxcpa4you@aol.com

Scholarship
Students to Italy Program

ROSEMARIE 
VANDERHAAR

801 W. Duarte Rd. #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone: 626-254-0449
Cell: 626- 222-7768

Email: rgeorev@aol.com
Italian Language & Culture

VITA ZACCARIA
8501 E. Orange St.
Downey, CA 90242

Phone: 562-861-1591
Youth

BRIAN WATSON
4308 North Dewitt
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone #: 559-323-0575
Email:brian.e.watson@

irs.gov
Social Justice

TONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone: 702-896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Ritual and Protocol

DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave.
Napa, CA 94558

Cell: 707-312-8134
Email:  2begrumpy@

gmail.com
Queen Contest

   EVA LAVEZZARI
  3329  Los Olivos Lane.

6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA

Phone: 714897-8134
Email: Stringina@asol.com

CHAIRPERSONS OF
COMMITTEES

Western Foundation     
ROY T. VANONI                             

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone/Fax: 916-872-4999
Cell: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net
Media

ANDY PAMPURO
718 D Avenida Majorca

Laguna Woods, CA 92637
Phone: 949-855-4279

Fax: 949-206-0299
Cell: 949-637-5477

Email: apampuro@comline.com
Judiciary

HON. AL GIROLAMI
3115 Lake Albano Drive

San Jose, CA 95135
Cell: 209-531-6553

Email: alveragiro@yahoo.com

CONVENTION AND GRAND 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

COORNINATOR
CHRIS LOTITO

437 Audraine Drive
Glendale, CA 91202

Phone: 818-242-2469
Cell: 818-422-4927
Fax: 818-242-2002

Email: italianopapa@aol.com

PAST
STATE PRESIDENTS

JOSEPH LA BANCA
(2007-2009)

17825 Contra Costa
Rowland Heights, CA 91748

Phone #: 626-965-3071
Fax #: 626-581-1267
Cell: 626-614-7413

Email: joelabanca@hotmail.com 
VERA FERRARA GIROLAMI

(2005-2007)
3115 Lake Albano Drive

San Jose, CA 95135
cell phone 209-604-3149
Email: algvera@sbcglobal.net

Leadership
ARLENE NUNZIATI
125 Humboldt Rd.

Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone # 650-342-3313

Cell # 650-608-3313
Email: rlene49@pacbell.net

Membership
JOSEPH SIMONI

9-12th Avenue
San Mateo, CA 94402
Phone: 650-349-7979

Cell: 650-867-1122
Email: accordnguy@

sbcglobal.net

VERA GIROLAMI
National First Vice President

FRANK J. DE SANTIS
Past National President

 MARIA PIGNATI
National Trustee
JOSEPH SIMILE

National Co-Chairman
Douhet-Mitchell

International Air Power Awards

CHRIS LOTITO
(1987-1989)

437 Audraine Drive
Glendale, CA 91202

Phone: 818-242-2469
Fax: 818-242-2002
Cell: 818-422-4927

Email: italianopapa@aol.com

LAWRENCE ROMANAZZI
(1983-1985)

4625 West Allen Avenue
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone: 559-732-0823
Fax: 559-732-0803
JOSEPH SIMILE

(1975-1979)
1225 West Roseburg Ave.

Modesto, CA 95350
Phone: 209-524-5583

Fax: 209-578-5541
Email: joe-dot_simile@msn.com

History
JOHN NARDI

861 Edgewood Rd.
Redwood City, CA 94062

Phone: 650-363-0120
Cell: 650-704-0606

Email: Janardi@gmail.com
Webmaster

NICKOLAS MARINELLI  
540 F Street

Colma, Ca 94014
Phone #: 

Fax #: 
Work #: 650--755-1511

Email: Nickolas@
OSIACA.org

Royal Court Of 
The Golden Lion
CHRIS LOTITO

437 Audraine Drive
Glendale, CA 91202

Phone: 818-242-2469
Cell: 818-422-4927
Fax: 818-242-2002

Email: italianopapa@aol.com

Committee Member for
Alzheimers & Cooleys 
Anemia Associations

MIKE CARROLL
P O Box 198

Sonoma, CA 95476
Phone: 707-938-1295

Email: mcarroll@pon.net
Hall Rental Manager

MIRELLA COLOMBANA
164 W. Moltke St.

Daly City, Ca. 94010
Phone: 415-309-3860

Cell: 415-239-7667

Grand Lodge of 
California Website 

www.sonsofitalyca.org

SAVE THE DATE
HUMANIARIAN & LEADERSHIP GALA

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2016

HILTON HOTEL, SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA

HONOREES TO BE ANNOUNCED AT A LATER DATEI went for a swallowing 
test the last week in December 
and I did not pass so it it back 
to the drawing board with 
more therapy and patience. I 
will get there yet. Thanks for 
all your concern and prayers.

Congratulations to the 
our new lodge, the Diamond 
Valley Lodge, which was 
installed into our Order on 
Saturday, January 23, 2016. 
It was a great affair and we 
certainly wish the new lodge 
much success. You can read all 
about the event starting on the 
front page.

Are you selling and buying 
the Queen’s raffle tickets? 
Even if you don’t have a 

Queen it is a good money 
maker for your lodge. If you 
need tickets just call the Grand 
Lodge office and they will 
send you some.

Debbie, Louise and I wish 
you all a very happy Valen-
tine’s Day. May you spend 
the day with your loved one 
having a great romantic time.

President's Day!
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
columbus220@aol.com
Camelia-Colombo Lodge
www.iinet.com/~osia1294
Cesare Battisti Lodge
www.sonsofitalypetaluma.org
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-
Stella-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Mazzini
(http://www.giuseppemazzini.org) 
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
http://sonsofitaly1543.org/
silaccilu@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
www.osiafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
www.sonsofitalysandiego.org
gdoty@roadrunner.com
Las Vegas Lodge
www.sonsofitalylasvegas.com
sonsofitalylv@yahoo.com
Monterery Lodge
www.sonsofitaly-monterey.orgß
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pittsburg Lodge
soipittsburg1976@gmail.com
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.sonsofitalylagunahills.com 
Nicolomac@cox.net
Salinas Lodge
ideal1940@yahoo.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Sgt. John Basilone
www.osiacorona.com
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
William Paca Lodge #1960
www.sonsofitalymountainview.org
West Covina Lodge
soi2056@live.com
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org

If your lodge has an e-mail 
address or website and you 
would like to include it with the 
above list, please send it to me at 
apampuro@comline.com.

News from 
the South

by Ted Seibel
State 3rd Vice President 

tseibel@roadrunner.com

News from 
the North

by John Costa
State 2nd Vice President

News from the Central
by Arlene Nunziati

State 1st Vice President

Our rain has come and is 
still coming.  No complaints, 
we really need it and my lawn 
is nice and green again!

January has been a very 
busy month especially trying 
to get back into a routine after 
all the partying and holidays.

The committee is hard to 
work on the GALA to be held 
at the Hilton Hotel in Santa 
Clara September 17. 2016.  
We are currently working on 
our honorees and still await-
ing word of acceptance from 
them. Mark the date please.

The 365 Fundraiser seems 
to be doing very well.  Looks 
like more tickets have been 
sold this year which is a good 
thing.  They are still available 
so send in your $30.00 and 
ticket stub.  The first winners 
of  2016 were recently chosen.

I made a visit to the Valley 
this month and attended two 
great meetings.  Thank you 
to State Trustee Joy Bruno 
who accompanied me and 
thank you to State Trustee 
Pauline Richmond for her 
hospitality. We stayed with 
Pauline for two days and had 
a delightful tour of Exeter.  
What a quaint town!  First 
on the agenda was attend-
ing the monthly meeting of 
the Hanford Lodge where I 
enjoyed a delicious polenta 
dinner cooked and donated 
by the Leoni and Nardini 
Families.  An initiation of 11 
new members was held, 6 of 
those being children!  It was 
a great meeting, expertly ran 
by President Louise Silacci.   I 
have been to several of their 
events but it is completely 
different attending a meeting.  
It was a great evening and a 
great experience.  It was won-
derful to see Past State Queen 
Kelsey Counter there; her 

little nephew and Hazel Ann’s 
great grandson was initiated.  

Speaking of experiences, 
the next day Janis Hansen 
took us to the Superior Dairy 
for an ice cream sundae.  Ev-
eryone told us to only order 
one scoop.  We did but that 
sundae was like ten scoops 
of ice cream where I live!!!  
OMG to die for but of course 
we couldn’t finish it!!! Thank 
you Janis.

Thursday evening I at-
tended the meeting of the 
Enrico Caruso Lodge where 
it was so good to see so many 
old friends.  Another delicious 
dinner prepared by their chef 
Larry and staff, steak and 
pasta!  A  great meeting run 
by President Nick Notarnicola  
and one new member initi-
ated.  Again, must reiterate, 
you have to attend meetings 
to really see how lodges are 
doing.  Visalia has many excit-
ing events coming up, lobster 
dinner, pancake breakfasts.  
What deals for very reason-
able prices.  State Queen Em-
ily stopped in to see us and I 
was thrilled to see her.

I am sorry that I was un-
able to attend the installation 
of our new Diamond Valley 
Lodge due to my Mother’s 
birthday but I wish them 
much success and hope to 
meet them very soon.

By being home that week-
end, I was able to attend the 
annual Cornelia Vita Nuo-
va Polenta Dinner which I 
haven’t been able to attend 
the last couple of years.  Deli-
cious polenta, my favorite, as 
always.

A few tidbits from the 
office.  The staff would like 
to remind all regular mem-
bers to please update your 
beneficiaries.  New forms 
may be obtained from your 
Financial Secretary.  Also a 
note to Financial Secretaries, 
please carefully check your 
per capita invoice regarding 
junior members.  All junior 
members turning twenty six 
(26) years of age are classified 
as  “Associate”.  If you want 
their status changed to Regu-
lar, please contact the office. 

My sincere sympathy to 
the Pignati Family on the loss 
of Ugo’s beloved mother.  She 
was such a wonderful lady.

Ciao until next month.

As you are reading this we 
have just completed installing 
our newest lodge. Congratu-
lations and welcome to the 
Diamond Valley Lodge mem-
bers. We look forward to see-
ing you in the future. What a 
great way to start off the New 
Year. Membership is the key to 
our future. Just think if every 
member would bring in one 
new member this year.  Let’s 
challenge ourselves to do this. 

As we enter into the sec-
ond month of the first quarter, 
state deputies, it is time o start 
working on those reports. 
This is a vital way of com-
munication between the local 
lodges and the Grand Lodge 
vice president. It’s time to get 
caught up and turn in all those 
back reports also.

February is a time for val-
entines, chocolate and flow-
ers. A nice gift that can give 
back multiple times is the 
"365“winner every day raffle 
tickets.  You can get one for 
your sweetheart or just for 
friend that gives you a ride. 
They are still available and 
some of the big prizes are in 
the horizon.

I am looking forward to 
attending the Diablo Valley 
lodges 50th anniversary party 
this month and trying to rear-
range my schedule to attend 
the  Shasta Lodge’s anniver-
sary also later this month.  It’s 
amazing when you think back 
in time when these lodges 
started. I am typing this on 
a laptop and emailing it to 
our editor. Back then I would 
be writing it or typing it on a 
typewriter and mailing it. The 
changes keep on coming and 
we as a Grand Lodge and local 
lodges need to realize these 
changes.

We celebrate two US Presi-
dents birthday’s this month, 
George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln. How about 
each lodge recognize their 
own president and show their 
appreciation for what they 
do for your lodge. A simple 
Thank You for being president 
goes a long way.

“Tomorrow is the most im-
portant thing in life. It comes 
to us at midnight very clean. 
It’s perfect when it arrives and 
it is put in our hands, it hopes 
we have learned something 
from yesterday” John Wayne. 
Think about it!

Until next month, ciao
 

We elect our Local Lodge 
and Grand Lodge officers 
because hopefully they were 
the best choice to lead us and 
we give them our trust and 
support to guide us to success.

Who are these people we 
call our leaders? The truth 
is they are ordinary people 
like you and me. They live, 
eat, breathe, laugh, love, cry 
and make mistakes like us. 
They are good people that 
abhor pain and suffering for 
their fellow man. They want 
a better life for their children 
and their children’s children. 
They usually have experience 
in leadership, which includes 
wisdom. They don’t have an 
ego problem because people 
aren’t fooled for very long and 
wouldn’t allow such a person 
to lead them.

Officers are aware they 
must make difficult decisions 
based on logic and reason and 
must ignore their conflicting 
emotions. They know they 
must face their decisions, 
whether right or wrong, good 
or bad. They know they must 
lead with understanding and 
compassion, rather than an 
iron hand.

When we think about it, 
our officers receive a huge 
responsibility when we vote 
them into a leadership posi-
tion. They must satisfy their 
membership, because failure 
by leaders carves away the 
key ingredient of a lodge … 
membership. Is your lodge 
membership growing? If so, 
then tell your officers they are 
doing good. Everyone needs 
an occasional attaboy. If it 
isn’t growing, then simply ask 
them,“Why?”

Lodge Anniversaries
February
Sacramento #1352 2/8/25
Monterey #2003 2/5/50
Diablo Valley #216 2/13/66
Shasta #2453 2/23/80
Joanne Coccia #2553 2/19/84

Congratulations!!!
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Membership Committee
by Joe Simoni

Membership Chairperson
jsimoni2000@gmail.com

365 Fund Raiser - Winners
Dec. 16-31
 16 $25.00 Watsonville Lodge
 17 $25.00 Gianna Buldo
 18 $25.00 Ellen Blumer
 19 $25.00 Florence Zerilli
 20 $25.00 Taylee Webb
 21 $25.00 Virgilio Lodge
 22 $25.00 Dan Dattola
 23 $25.00 Loise Tesoriere
 24 $25.00 Cornelia Vita Nuoug
 25 $200.00 Susan Scialla
 26 $25.00 Linda Nunziati
 27 $25.00 Trevien Brewer
 28 $25.00 David Defino
 29 $25.00 Julian Danzo
 30 $50.00 Mardll Domenici
 31 $25.00 Lou Botti
Jan. 1-15
 1 $200.00 Hacienda Lodge #2168 
 2 $25.00 Cat and Rob Westover
 3 $25.00 Donna Grist
 4 $25.00 Donna Lee Lawrence Costa
 5 $25.00 Ted Seibel
 6 $25.00 Patricia Veltri
 7 $25.00 Agatha Martino
 8 $25.00 Jeanette Arietta
 9 $25.00 Fred Acquistapace
 10 $25.00 William Murphy
 11 $25.00 Cindy Yana
 12 $50.00 Rodolfo Valentino #1449
 13 $25.00 Tim Coragliotti
 14 $25.00 James and Patty Nunziati
 15 $50.00 Tina Sparlin

LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
WILLIAM MURPHY

1475 SULPHUR SPRINGS
ST. HELENA, CA 94574
Phone: (707) 963-0521

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
CHARLES SANT'AGATA
1945 N. Glen Alva Lane

Clovis, CA 93619
Phone: (559) 323-9523

cjsa@att.net
   

SOUTHERN CALIF.
GABE DOMENICI

1034 Apple Blossom Lane
Corona, CA 92881

Phone: (951) 737-4306

La Piu Grande e Moderna Impresa di Pompe
Funebri nell’Ovest

Valente, Marini, Perata & Co.
Unica Sede

4840 Mission Street
Vicino Onondage Avenue

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94112

Telefoni: 333-0161 – 333-0162

Scholarship Application
Reminder

Rosemarie Biagetti Vanderhaar
Scholarship Committee Chairperson

Just a reminder that the deadline for scholarship 
applications and Students to Italy grant is (post-
marked) March 1, 2016.   Students must be part or 
wholly Italian.   Eligible students must be enrolled 
in a credited trade school, college, university or 
community college. 

Application forms are available online.  GO to 
www.sonsofitalyca.org   and click on the link for 
scholarships.

Any questions or inquiries, please feel free to 
contact me.  Those students wishing to apply to the 
National scholarship program, deadline for those 
applications is February 29, 2016.  Their website is 
www.osia.org .

My contact information is: email: rgeorev@aol.
com , (h) 626/254-0449, cell or text (626) 222-7768. 
Mailing address is 801 W. Duarte Rd., # I, Monrovia, 
CA 91016. 

So begins a new year of ex-
pectations, excitement, chal-
lenges and hopes for a better 
tomorrow. Your membership 
committee has been focused 
on ways to increase and retain 
our membership. We have 
had several discussions on the 
tools needed to accomplish 
this goal. On Saturday, Janu-
ary 16th, the committee met 
from 10:30 – 4:00 to review 
the Membership Manual to 
determine what needed to 
be changed and added to 
make it more user friendly 
and have included several 
modifications. The commit-
tee has decided to schedule 
Membership seminars in each 
district. The major difference 
between these seminars and 
the others is that, once the 
seminars have concluded, 
each committee member is 
assigned a follow-up meet-
ing with the lodges in their 
respective areas to validate 
the progress being made in 
implementing the recommen-

dations made in the seminars 
and to answer any questions 
the lodge may have. When 
your lodge is contacted that 
a committee member will be 
at your meeting, please make 
them feel welcome and allow 
them time to make their short 
presentation. As of this writ-
ing, it is in the draft stages 
but will be ready for our first 
seminar. The Good News: the 
4th quarter brought us 52 new 
members. Congratulations 
to the top 3 lodges: ROMA 
(6); ANAHEIM (5); C. CO-
LOMBO (3). There were also 
4 members who came back 
to the family (reinstated). 
The not so good news: There 
were 81 cancellations and 25 
who transferred to the Grand 
Lodge in the Sky. The Net To-
tal for the 4th quarter of 2015: 
-50. I gave you a few recom-
mendations in my last article 
on minimizing your mem-
bership base, and I will end 
this article with a few more: 
1) Prepare flyers, newspaper 
articles and talk to other orga-
nizations about your lodge; 2) 
Get volunteers from other or-
ganizations to help and offer 
your services for their events; 
3) Create a Board made up of 
junior members. According to 
the Grand Lodge, we ended 
the year with 5,172 members. 
Sounds pretty good, huh? Oh, 
did I mention that included 
in that total are 726 junior 
members? Do the math. Let’s 
work together to reverse this 
slide before it’s too late. I

T
A
L
Y

NEL RIMPIANGERNE LA PERDITA, CI ASSOCIAMO AL 

LUTTO ED AL DOLORE DEI LORO CONGIUNTI AI QUALI INVIAMO LE NOSTRE CONDOGLIANZE.

“NECROLOGIO”
Member’s Name Lodge Lodge #
Carmen Madala Roma 1573 
Regina Castro Colombo 1315 
Stella Jensen Colombo 1315 
Philip Robustellini Weed 1269 
Larry D. Miller Enrico Caruso 1463 
Charles L. Matteri Cesare Battisti 1518 
Sally Marnati Joanne Coccia 2553 
Anthony Barone Centinela Valley 1991 
Josephine Guarniero Centinela Valley 1991 
William Bartolucci  Helena 2077 
Anna Marinelli Sacramento 1352 
Anne Sanchietti Santa Rosa 1898 
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2016-2017 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

“Sponsors” are members, lodges, or friends, who have generously contributed $25.00   
(or more) per year to help pay for the cost of producing, printing, and the distribution 
of our “IL LEONE” Newspaper. For more information about becoming an “IL LEONE” 
Sponsor, contact Andy Pampuro, Editor, at (949) 855-4279, or our Grand Lodge Office 
at (415) 586-1316.

Abronzino Family
Renee Adair
Josephine Agosta
America Lodge #1609
Anaheim Lodge 2076
Joe Andruzzi
    3 time NE Patriot Super
    Bowl Champion
Susan Antonini
Genny Arietta
Carmine Baffo
Minnie Baffo
Beatrice Portinari
    Lodge #1626
Russ Belleci
Zelda LeFrak-Belleci
Hilda Blay
Rick and Donna Branch
Rose Marie Boniello
   State President Emeritus
   Grand Lodge of Florida
Gianna Buldo
Judie Buldo
Laura Busnardo
Raymond and Pamela Bini
Jackie Buti
Don and Susan Cahan
Bonnie Carboni
David Carboni
Karen Carroll
Mike Carroll
Central Valley 
    SOI  Foundation
Dan Certini
Gaile Certini
Dolores Cervone
Nick Cervone
Al Chiechi
HazelAnn Christin
Columbo Stella Lodge #1149
Cornelia Vita Nuova
    Lodge #1198
Cristoforo Colombo #1534
Dan Dattola
David Delfino
Tony DeMarco
Peter Dente
Linda DePalma
Aldo G. DeRose
Pam DeRose
Marilyn Pettito Devaney
   Mass. Governor’s Councilor
Diablo Valley Lodge #2167
Robert DiDomenico
Edithe DiGiuro 
Michael DiGiuro 
Rosemarie DiMaggio
Frank and Eileen DiSantis
Patricia Dito 
Peter Dito
Eureka Lodge #1274
Mike Eruzione
    1980 USA Hickey Gold
    Medalist
Anthony Finazzo
Marie Finazzo

Manny Finazzo
Veta Finazzo
Father Adam Forno
Leo Fontana
Olivia Gallegos
Richard Gallegos
Richard Gallio
Gloria Garibaldi
Al Girolami
Vera Girolami 
Steven Garnica
Gold Country Lodge #2705
Guiseppe Verdi Lodge 1441
Nives Guthrie
Debra Ivancich
Paul Ivancich
Joanne Coccia Lodge #2553
Flora Knapp
La Costa dei Fiori
    Lodge #2424
Jim LaManna
Tina LaManna
Carmen Lee
Angelo and Janet Leone
Frank Locicero 
Richard Luzzi
Romano Marchetti
Regin Marcheschi
Mario and Norma Marcucci
Grace Massello
Debi Mistretta
Mick Mistretta
In memory of James A. Monell
Bill Murphy
Lynn Lawrence Murphy
Napa Lode #2043
National I A Sports
   Hall of     Fame
   Pres. Bill Spadafora
Northern Solano Lodge #2534
Arlene Nunziati
Mike Navone
Margaret Olivieri
Ann Paparella
Pat Paparella
Andy Pampuro 
Louise Pampuro
Frank Parisi
Maria Parisi
Melanie Parker
Bennie Pardini
Ben Pedranzini
Rosemarie Pedranzini
James. J. Pell
John C. Piane
Maria Pignati
Ugo Pignati
Kaaryn Polito
   Mass, Lt. Governor
Annettte Porter
Priority Italian Golf Assoc.
Philip Privitera & Family
   National SIF Trustee
Payton Privitera
Presley Privitera
Toni-Ann Privitera

Peter Quilici
Julie Querin
John A. Rassias
   In memory 
   Dartmouth College 
   Professor
Pauline Richmond
Huge Ricci
Pam Ricci
Stella Riccio
Tony Ricevuto
Renaissance Lodge 2259
Andrew Rizzo
Rodolfo Valentino
   Lodge #1449 
Roseville Lodge #1413
E. Joseph Rossi
Joseph Sacco 
   former Anaheim
   Mighty Duck)
Saddleback Valley
   Lodge #2566
Sacramento Lodge #1352
Salinas Lodge #2082
Margaret Salvatore
Richard Salvatore
Rocky Santulli
Susan Scialla 
Lou Seibel
Ted Seibel
Louise Silacci
Dorothy Simile
Joe Simile
Rick Silveira
Sharon Silveira
Dario Sindicich
Frank Scotella
Giorgia Scotella
Frank Scotella
Manola Scovel
Shasta Lodge #2453
John Charles Slatten
Peggy Soletti
Sadie Tamburine
Sid Tamburine
John Tedesco
Pam Tedesco
Elaine Teixeira
Michael S. Turrini
Ukiah Lodge #2104
Roy and Yvonne Vanoni
Sylvia Varni
Marilyn Vecchio
Valley of the Moon
   Lodge #1959
Rosemarie Vanderhaar
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
Virgilio Lodge #1586
Ann Wendel
Janice Wentz
Richard A. Wentz
Carol Watson
West End Lodge #2127
Ken and Barbara Wisniewski
Vita Zaccaria
Marco Zonni
Nina Zonni

A lot of us never knew 
the history behind Valen-
tine Day.  The below article 
explains the Italian influence 
and how Saint Valentine be-
came the inspiration behind 
the saga.  This day brings 
together lovers, families, 
friends and children and 
brings happiness for one day 
to the world.  Happy Valen-
tines Day to all members of 
Sons of Italy, and IL Leone 
readers.

Valentine’s Day is always 
celebrated on February 14th 
in most major countries 
throughout the world. It has 
an extensive history and it 
is also ranks second to retail 
sales right behind Christmas. 
We pamper our significant 
others with Valentine’s Day 
gifts and this increases retail 
sales immensely throughout 
the year. It’s more than just 
a holiday for celebrating 
love.  Consumer spending 
results in major retail sales 
that help many businesses 
beat their bottom line each 
year.   Research shows that 
a man spends twice as much 
as women and generates 
a great business for Valen-
tine’s Day cards, candy, and 
jewelry.    Flowers, candy 
red hearts and romance is 
this what Valentine’s Day 
is all about? Well, maybe 
not?  Surprisingly this day 
is also beneficial for private 
investigators conducting 
surveillances on cheating 
spouses and or girlfriends.  
I found a great quote from 
anonymous “Valentine’s Day 
is when a lot of married couples 
are reminded what a poor shot 
cupid really is.” 

Many people I have talk-
ed to really don’t know the 
origins of St. Valentine’s 
day.  Its roots lie in the an-
cient Roman pagan festival 
of Lupercalia.  For over 800 
years the Romans dedicated 
this date to the God Luper-
cus.  A young man would 
draw the name of a young 
woman in a lottery and 
would then keep the woman 
as a sexual companion for 
the year. Not sure if this was 
a better deal than a modern 
day Powerball/ lottery (You 
would have a better chance 
of winning that’s for sure).  
The Catholic Church had 
enough so they change it to 
a lottery to have both young 

Commission of Social Justice
The True Meaning of Valentine’s Day

by Tony Ricevuto

men and woman draws the 
names of saints whom they 
would then emulate for the 
year. This continued to be an 
occasion for young men to 
seek the affections of women 
and it became a tradition to 
give out handwritten mes-
sages of admiration that 
included a Valentine’s Day 
message. Does this sound 
like the countless Valentine’s 
Day cards that we received 
from grade school on to our 
adult life?

St. Valentine was a Ro-
man Catholic priest who en-
couraged Romans to marry 
within the church in contrast 
to the Roman Emperor who 
edicted a proclamation that 
prohibited the marriage of 
young people. St. Valentine 
secretly married them and 
was eventually caught, im-
prisoned and tortured for 
performing marriage cer-
emonies. He became known 
as a patron saint of lovers.  
The Catholic Church in 1969 
officially dropped St. Valen-
tine’s Day from the Roman 
calendar worldwide.  But of 
course it has gained recog-
nition by consumers, who 
are bit by the love bug as St. 
Valentine’s Day. 

Did you know that over 
1 billion Valentine days’ 
cards are exchanged and it 
is a second seasonal card 
selling occasion of the year 
next to Christmas. Almost 
83% of Valentine’s Day cards 
are purchased by women. 
February 14th is the most im-
portant holiday for florists. 
Approximately 110 million 
roses, the majority of them 
being red will be sold and 
delivered within a three day 
time. During the celebration, 
73% of people who buy flow-
ers are sending by mail. 

Everyone knows that Ital-
ians are in love with love. It 
is actually part of our cul-
ture. Romance is a necessity 
for all Italians. It’s in the air, 
it’s in food, it’s in books, it’s 
in cinema and it’s expressed 
in our wonderful language.  
So go out and charm your 
love one, spoil them on this 
day because if you don’t 
the pagan God Lupercus 
may turn into that wolf and 
make you the Casanova who 
almost was hanged for his 
legendary womanizing.

Remember to use Italian 
terms on your loved ones: 
Cara mia ti voglio bene (my 
darling I love you); Come sei 
bella (how beautiful you are) 
and if you’re brave,  Scusa se 
ho dimenticato il giorno di 
San Valentino (Sorry I forgot 
its Valentine Day). 
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OSIA MEMBERS UNITE 

TO  
SUPPORT A FUNDRAISER 

THAT  
WILL COST YOU ALMOST NOTHING! 

 
APPLY FOR A “NO ANNUAL FEE” 
OSIA CREDIT CARD BY SIMPLY 

VISITING 
www.commercebank.com/sonsofitaly 

Or - you can call 1-800-645-2103 
Or  - just visit your local Commerce Bank  

and ask for information on a Sons of Italy Visa Awards Card! 
 

You only need to be approved and use the card 
 ONE TIME 

For OSIA to reap the benefits. 
 

 
 

Tell you lodge brothers & sisters!  Tell your family! 
Tell your friends! 

 
Anyone can apply and help with this National OSIA fundraiser! 

  

  

Cont. from page 1

State President Lynn Lawrence Murphy with State Second Vice President 
John Costa.

State President Lynn Lawrence Murphy reading the charter presented to the 
new lodge.

The new members of the Diamond Valley Lodge being initiated.

The new officers of the Diamond Valley Lodge being installed.

Dear Lodge Presidents and Queen Contestants,

Hope everyone had a wonderful holiday 
season and is ready for the New Year.  The 
convention is only five months away and we 
are  working hard to get everything done.  
Hope tickets sales are going well and if you 
need more tickets, call the Grand Lodge Office 
to request them.  Also, please send in a wallet 
size photo of your queen to the Grand Lodge 
so that it can be put into the Il Leone.  Best of 
luck to you all.  

Eva Lavezzari
Queen Contest Committee Chairman
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Rumors
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M.

165 Nantasket Ave. #9
Hull, MA 02045

E-mail: stephencontrado@gmail.com
 

A general definition of “ru-
mor” would be “unsubstanti-
ated information of uncertain 
origin usually spread by talk.” 
The word is used as a noun, 
and as a verb, meaning to 
spread or tell something by 
rumor. Someone who goes 
about rumoring is known as 
a “rumormonger.” Rumors 
can inflict serious damage on 
innocent and disadvantaged 
people and on both novel 
and established social activ-
ity. The law tries to protect 
us from false statements that 
can damage our reputations 
and livelihood, and often 
cause emotional suffering and 
disrupted lives. We have libel 
and privacy laws to protect us.

Rumors circulate from 
person to person. They can 
spread like a chain reaction. 
They sometimes grow worse. 
Social scientists have conduct-
ed research on the spreading 
of rumors. Some regard ru-
mor as a type of propaganda. 
Misinformation is simply 
false, while disinformation is 
deliberately false. 

William Stern did pio-
neering research on rumor in 
1902. Stern used a “chain of 
subjects” who passed a story 
from “mouth to ear” without 
the right to repeat or explain 
it. He found that the story was 
changed by the time it reached 
the end of a chain. His student 
Gordon Allport was another 
pioneer in the field.

Robert Knapp published 
“A Psychology of Rumor” 
in 1944. Knapp classified ru-
mors into three types: (1) Pipe 
dream rumors that reflect 
public desires and wished-
for outcomes; (2.) Bogie or 
fear rumors that reflect feared 
outcomes. (e.g., an enemy sur-
prise attack is imminent); and 
(3.) Wedge-driving rumors 
that intend to undermine 
group loyalty or interpersonal 
relations (e.g., German-Amer-
icans, Italian-Americans, Jap-
anese-Americans were not 
loyal to the American side 
in the Second World War). 
Knapp also found that nega-
tive rumors were more likely 
to be disseminated than posi-
tive rumors.

In 1947 Gordon Allport 
and Joseph Postman made a 
study that concluded that as 
rumor travels it grows shorter, 
more concise, more easily 
grasped and told. They found 
that about 70% of the details in 
a message were lost in the first 
5-6 mouth-to-mouth transmis-
sions.

In 2004, Prashant Bordia 
and Nicholas DiFonzo pub-
lished “Problem Solving in 
Social Interactions on the 
Internet: Rumor as Social 
Cognition.” They said ru-
mor transmission is prob-
ably reflective of a “collective 
explanation process.” The 
researchers found that a ru-
mor went through four-stages 
of development in which a 
rumor was introduced for 

discussion, information was 
volunteered and discussed, 
and finally a resolution was 
drawn or interest was lost.

The study of rumor is 
an ancient one. The Bible 
condemns gossip. Possidius 
described Saint Augustine 
as someone who despised 
gossip. Aristotle discussed 
political rumors in his “Rhet-
oric.” Rumor has always 
had a role in politics. Some 
experts believe that negative 
rumors about an opponent 
are more effective than posi-
tive rumors about one’s own 
position. The Internet and 
cell phones circulate rumor 
rapidly to a great number of 
people -- almost instantly to 
the world. For example, some 
people have claimed that 
President Obama was not 
born in the United States and 
had no legal right to become 
president.

There are some interesting 
terms in reference to rumor. 
A “smear campaign” is a 
coordinated effort to attack 
a person’s character. “Spin” 
means to frame or re-frame 
an event or a statement in 

a way advantageous for one 
own side and detrimental to 
another. In 2006 Jayson Harsin 
introduced the concept of the 
“rumor bomb.” And “scandal” 
is disgraceful gossip about the 
lives of other people.

 Daniel Bernardi not-
ed, “Like their explosive cous-
ins, rumors can be created and 
planted by nearly anybody, 
require limited resources to 
utilize, can be deadly for those 
in its direct path, and can 
instill fear” (Nanette Asimov, 
“Researchers Help U.S. Mili-
tary Track, Defuse Rumors” 
San Francisco Chronicle, 
10/14/2011). Rumormongers 
also make ambiguous remarks 
potentially appealing to differ-
ent audiences. 

Some people are intolerant 
of others and are pathological 
liars. When a rumor becomes 
widely circulated it is very 
difficult to debunk. It is im-
portant for Italian Americans 
to recognize the nature of 
and damage done by rumors 
so that we can defuse them 
quickly. The Italian noun for 
gossip is “diceria”; the verb is 
“pettegolare.”

Justice by Piero del Pollaiolo

Delizioso....Delicious.....definitely the correct adjective to 
describe our Polenta & Stew dinner on Friday, January 15th. 
Working their culinary magic in the kitchen, the dinner chair-
persons, Josie Agosta and Don Cahan, along with their helpers 
- Ray Airoldi, Steve Branch, Tim Coragliotti, Bert Harris, Judith 
Johnston, Marlene Parr and Jessica Ray.

Un grande grazie to the servers - Donna Lee Costa, John Costa, 
President Ray Bini, Rick Silveira, Jordan Carter and Katelyn 
Clemons. Taking your money at the Reception Table: President 
Pamela Bini, Evelyn Fox and Regina Coragliotti. In charge of liba-
tions: Regina Watson and Rick Branch. Peter Mustico presided 
over the dice game. Chelli Castagnola & Sharon Silveira sold 
the lucky raffle tickets. Rick Silveira and Tony Intintolli handled 
the 50/50 Board. Always gratifying to see a large crowd and we 
thank you for joining us.

February brings Valentines, the Ground Hog, Presidential 
Birthdays and a Pesto & Ham Dinner on Sunday, February 21st. 
Social Time starts at 4 p.m. with dinner served at 5:30. Chairs 
for this dinner are John Costa and Sharon Silveira. Please call 
Adeline Nettleton 642-3486 or Josephine Agosta 642-1658 for a 
reservation--$15.00 for adults/$7.50 for children under 12. Come 
and experience a Vallejo Lodge's dinner and hospitality.

Let's get down to business....our business meeting is the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month and is preceded by a 6:30 p.m. dinner, 
priced at $7.00. Previous main courses have included chicken 
marsala, meatloaf, roast turkey. Please don't expect a long and 
boring business meeting because we never have those! Come 
and participate in the decisions of your lodge.

Vi auguro ogni beno nel 2016.

Vallejo Lodges
by Sharon Silveira

Professor John A. Rassias invented a system of 
teaching languages that has flourished internationally.  
He has been decorated by the State, Federal and 
International agencies who have utilized his system and 
been inspired by his energy.  Professor Rassias is the former 
Chair of Italian and French at Dartmouth College.

Very few people in life can make you feel better about 
yourself every time they speak with you.  For Sons of Italy 
Foundation Trustee, Attorney Philip J. Privitera (and for 
countless others), John Rassias was THAT person.

Privitera recounted: «no matter what we spoke about, 
I always came out feeling better about myself and believ-
ing I could accomplish anything.  John Rassias served as my 
Master’s Thesis advisor and encouraged me to go to Law School.  
From his inspiration, I went on to become a successful attorney, 
investor, developer, and an entrepreneur.  I was blessed to have IL 
Leone Sponsor, John A. Rassias, in my life.”
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On Friday, January 8th, the 
Saddleback Valley Lodge held 
its monthly business meeting. 
We were suppose to have 
crowned our new queen and 
initiate some new members. 
BUT …. would you believe 
they were all sick and we had 
to postpone everything until 
next month. Even our Re-
cording Secretary Bernadine 
Neil as well as our Chaplain 
Louise Pampuro were sick 
with whatever. The sad thing 
was that our State President 
Lynn Lawrence Murphy had 
planned to attend this meeting 
as she and her husband Bill 
Murphy were in town and 
paid a visit to the Pugliese 
Lodge the night before. Even 
though we had to cancel all of 
our plans they attended our 
meeting anyway. We also were 
honored to have our State 
Trustee North Richard Luzzi 
and his lady friend, Judith 
Braddon, visit us also.  We had 
a very short meeting and then 
everyone enjoyed eating pizza 
and salad and some great des-
serts. We heard a few choice 
words from Richard Luzzi 
as well as from our wonder-
ful State Deputy Rosemarie 
Vanderhaar and last but not 

Saddleback Valley
Lodge #2566

Mission Viejo, CA
by Andy Pampuro

least from our State Presi-
dent Lynn Lawrence Murphy. 
President Andy Pampuro 
presented Lynn with a beau-
tiful necklace and earring set 
as a remembrance of her visit 
with us.

Our Trustee Pete Dito 
showed us a slide show on 
his trip to Milan, Italy that he 
and his wife, Pat, and their 
granddaughter took last year. 
It was a very interesting pre-
sentation which the members 
enjoyed after their pizza and 
salad.

At our February business 
meeting we will be having the 
crowning of our new queen 
followed by a Queen’s Din-
ner which will be prepared 
by our queen’s mother and 
grandmother. The cost will 
be $10 per person and all 
the proceeds will go for the 
queen’s raffle tickets. Then 
on April 2nd and 3rd we will 
be having a rummage sale 
at the home of our queen’s 
grandmother, Bernadine Neil. 
All profit sales will go for the 
queen’s raffle tickets. We need 
all of our members to come 
forward and do their part so 
our queen will have a success-
ful reign.

Lodge Trustee Pete Dito narrating his slide show on Milan.

Standing from L/R are Jean and State Trustee South Al Trentini and State 
Deputy Rosemarie Vanderhaar. 
Seated are Judith Braddon, State Trustee North Richard Luzzi, Grand Lodge 
Home Committee Chair Bill Murphy and our State President Lynn Lawrence 
Murphy.

The New Year has officially 
arrived and we kicked it off in 
style with a big, enthusiastic 
attendance at our January 
dinner.  Members and guests 
enjoyed fabulous chicken, po-
lenta, and tripe cuisine, and as 
always, it was an outstanding 
meal enjoyed by all thanks to 
our Queen of the Kitchen Beth 
Bruzzone and her entourage.  

We warmly welcomed all 
our special guests as members 
of the extended family.  Jo 
Grant’s oldest nephew Fioren-
zo Gardin and his wife Linda 
of San Francisco, were among 
these special guests.  “We 
come every year for the tripe 
dinner!  We can’t get it like 
this in San Francisco,” Linda 
said with a smile.  Fiorenzo is 
the eldest of 36 cousins (Now 
THAT’S Italian!) and while 
he was especially excited to 
fill up on tripe, he also loved 
getting to spend time with his 
Aunt Josephine and cousins 
Paul and Tony Grant.

 Information on our 
Sons of Italy scholarship din-
ner was announced as well 
and we are beyond thrilled to 
report that the great Tommy 
Thomsen will be performing!  
He and his fellow musicians 
perform a mixture of Western 
Swing, Boogie Woogie, Texas 
Blues, Honky Tonk, Classic 
Rock, and Hawaiian Slack 
Key.  We plan on having a 
Country Western Theme com-
plete with a Western BBQ din-
ner.  This is going to be a big, 
fun and fabulous event not 
to be missed, so reservations 
are a MUST!  The event will 
be held on Saturday, March 
5th beginning at 6pm with a 
no-host bar and appetizers, 
followed by a 7pm dinner 
and live music, dancing, and 
mandatory fun until 11pm.  
Ticket prices are $35.00 per 
person and ALL proceeds will 
be going toward our scholar-
ship fund.  So pony up and 
contact Karen Carroll today 
(707-938-1295 or karenecar@
yahoo.com) to reserve your 
spots for this sure-fire finger-
lickin’ good time and come 
say howdy to your fellow 
Sons of Italy clan out here in 
good ole’ Sonoma!  

 Last, but certainly not 
least, we would like to give a 
heartfelt welcome to our new-
est members:  Susan Hahn, 
Theresa & Mario Pardini, 
George Storck, Paul Torzilli, 
Ellen Toscano, and Helene 
Waxman.  After getting sworn 
in as official members of the 
order Sons of Italy, each new 
member briefly spoke a bit 
about themselves, their heri-
tage, and what impressed 
them about this wonderful 
community.  While each of 
their backgrounds varied, 
they all had the same consen-
sus:  An enthusiastic pride for 
the Italian heritage and feeling 
like they are part of an even 
bigger family as members of 
the Sons of Italy.

Welcome them in person 
and come mingle with us next 

Valley of the Moon Lodge #1959
Sonoma, CA

By Ellen Toscano
ellentoscano@gmail.com

month on February 16th at 
6pm for our Valentine’s Day 
Dinner!  Make your reserva-
tions early with Phyllis Se-
rafini (707-938-5691) or Karen 

Carroll (707-938-1295).  There 
will be great food, great com-
pany, great raffle prizes, and, 
as always, great fun!  Ciao!

 

Our newest members happily posing with President Paul Grant after getting 
sworn in.

Treasurer Eleanor Berto, her granddaughter and new member Ellen Toscano, 
and their guest Lucas Domingue after the delicious New Year's meal.

President Paul Grant leading the way during the Sons of Italy meeting Tuesday, 
January 19th in Sonoma
.
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Centinela 
Valley Lodge 

#1991
Torrance, CA

by Annette Porter

Hope you all enjoyed your 
New Years!!!

 We are already coming 
near to the end of January, 
how time flies.

Around the corner will 
be our February Crab dinner 
dance, it is one of our popular 
events.  It is scheduled for Sat-
urday February 27th, you will 
have your choice of crab or 
ribeye steak for those who do 
not enjoy shell fish.  Our en-
tertainment for the evening is 
Tony with The Sicilian Band.  
He is a fantastic entertainer.  
Mark your calendar.  Don’t 
wait give a call and make 
your reservations.  Please call 
Annette Porter (310) 371-1041.

We are having our Memo-
rial Mass on Sunday March 
13th, we would love to have 
you attend.  More information 
to follow.

We are also having in 
March another dinner show.  
The Wake of Matty O’Malley, 
it is a perfect time for St. Pat-
rick’s Day.  Mark your calen-
dar it is March 19th.  Tickets 
are selling fast, we have lim-
ited seating.  The tickets are 
$45.00 for adults, $20.00 for 
children 12 and under.  Please 
call Annette Porter (310) 371-
1041.  This event we will not 
be accepting reservation or 
payment at the door.

State officers , Pauline Richmond, Arlene Nunziati, and Joy Bruno, (center 
of middle row) pose with officers of the Hanford Lodge during their visit in 
January.  Pictured:  Top row: ( left to right):  Jackie Giacomazzi, Janis Hansen, 
Carol Todd, Charles Sant’Agata, HazelAnn and George Christin; and Debbie 
Nardini.   In the middle row:   serving as “bookends” for the State officers are 
Louise Silacci, and Joan Little.  Front row: ( left to right):  Michael Magana; 
Mark Nardini, Matthew Gomes, and Michael Leoni.  Officers not pictured are:  
Patricia Scialo, Jill Caviezel-Hoots, and Steve Ike.  The members of the Lodge 
will host a “Sweetheart Serenade” dinner on February 9, featuring a home-
cooked Italian style dinner, musical entertainment, raffle, and silent auction.  
Janis Hansen is chair of this event with the chief chef being Jim Venturino.

Hanford Lodge #1543
by Jackie Giacomazzi

jackiegiacomazzi@gmail.com

In keeping with a tradition started by their parents and grandparents many 
years ago, the Leoni and Nardini families hosted a delicious polenta and stew 
dinner at the January meeting of the Hanford Lodge.  Shown (left to right):  
Matthew and Chaya Gomes; Mark, Kelsie, and Debbie Nardini; Mycaela Leoni; 
Megan Henkel; Michael Leoni; and Lisa and Brad Young.

Hanford Lodge welcomed eleven new members in January.  State First Vice-
President, Arlene Nunziati and State Trustee from the North, Joy Bruno did 
the honors of conducting the ceremonies of Initiation.  Shown:  Front row: (left 
to right):  Ashley Alvarez, Arlene and Joy, Serena Alvarez, holding, Brayden 
Counter.  Back row: (left to right): Dylan, Oscar, Noah and April Magnia; Kris 
Neves; Nancy Allen; Kim Brown, Jaclyn Allen, and Hanford Lodge President, 
Louise Silacci.

Sons of Italy - Hanford 
Lodge #1543 held its annual 
polenta and stew dinner on 
January 13, 2016 and even 
though it was member Ernest 
Bertaina’s 88th birthday, that is 
where he wanted to celebrate 
it!  He has been a dedicated 
member of the Hanford Lodge 
for 66 years and was the ap-
pointed “Vino Server” for 600 
guests at the annual Hanford 
Lodge - Chicken & Ravioli 
dinner/dance held in the 50s, 
60s and 70s.

Ernest Joseph Bertaina 
was born on January 13, 1928 
to Barney and Rosie (Pretari) 
Bertaina in Hanford, Califor-
nia.  His father, Barney was 
born in a small northern Ital-
ian town of Busca.  His mother 
Rosie was born in Hanford, 
however, her family came 
from the northern part of Italy 
as well.  After serving in the 
Italian Army, Barney came to 
America and enlisted in the 
United States Army, serving 
in World War 1.  

Ernest was born and raised 
on the family ranch where he 
currently lives in Hanford.  So 
that he could attend school 
while his parents worked on 
the family ranch, he lived 
in town with his maternal 
grandparents, Giacomi & 
Marietta Pretari.  His grand-
mother quickly found out that 
after dropping Ernest off at 
school, he could beat her back 
home by choosing an alternate 
route….Ernest only spoke the 
Italian language and did not 
want to go to school where 
only English was spoken!  He 

Hanford Lodge #1543 recognizes
Long-Time Member 

ERNEST J. BERTAINA
88 Years Young!

later attended Thomas McCar-
thy Catholic School in Hanford 
and graduated from Hanford 
High School in 1947.

Ernest’s parents Barney and 
Rosie were very involved with 
the Sons of Italy Lodge and 
were also active members of 
the American Legion and WWI 
Veterans.  His father, Barney 
and Aunt Virginia (Pretari) 
Bertaina were charter mem-
bers of Hanford Lodge #1543.  

Ernest worked hard on the 
family ranch and drove school 
bus for Hanford High School 
from 1945 to 1949.  He went 
to work for Kings County as 
an Animal Control Officer in 
1952 and retired from there in 
1993 after serving the county 
for 41 years.  He was a City 
of Hanford Police Reserve 
Officer from 1956 to 1986 and 
served as Deputy Constable 
from 1957 to 1985.  In 1968 he 
began working part-time at 
Whitehurst-McNamara Fu-
neral Home in Hanford and 
continues to work part-time 
there to this day.

Ernest is surrounded by his 
family and their love: Wife; 
Gladys, Sister; Elsie, 4 chil-
dren; Michael, Cheryl, Ken 
and Mathew, 4 grandchildren; 
Steve, Aaron, Jennifer and 
Chase and 5 great grandchil-
dren; Haylie, Mckenzie, Mor-
gan, Talan and Taylor.  Ernest, 
or “Ernie” as he is known to 
family and friends, is very 
proud of his Italian heritage, 
his family and his love of 
God…he always has a story to 
tell that is guaranteed to put a 
smile on your face!

Enrico Caruso 
Lodge #1463

Visalia, CA

 At our January Dinner 
Meeting, we were honored to 
have First Vice President Ar-
lene Nunziati make an official 
visit to our lodge. Another 
guest was Northern State 
Trustee Joy Bruno. They en-
joyed a steak dinner that was 
chaired by Donna Grist with 
help from Larry and Marlene 
Romanazzi, Doris Hildreth, 
Frances Jungwirth and Alan 
Spano. On Monday, January 
18, ten of our lodge members 
went by bus to Eagle Moun-
tain Casino north of Fresno. 
Wee were joined by two other 
members there and we had an 
enjoyable day. In March our 
lodge and the Hanford lodge 
are going to San Antonio de 
Padua Mission in Jolon on 
the Fort Hunter-Liggett Mili-
tary Base. Our Grand Lodge 
Queen contestant Christine 
Bianco, has a lot of fundrais-
ers planned. We also have a 
lot of fundraisers and other 
events gong on these next few 
months. Ciao from Visalia.
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La Costa dei 
Fiore Lodge 

#2424
Encinitas, Ca.

by Mary DeFalco

Happy New Year from 
Southern California! Lots of 
great things happening as we 
closed 2015 and we are plan-
ning an even better 2016! 

Our October Annual Din-
ner Dance was a huge success! 
We wish you were there; and 
to end the fun, we had the best 
Christmas Dinner we’ve ever 
had with a great turnout. We 
are a small group so 50 mem-
bers in attendance is a great 
turnout for us. We invited 6 
Marines from Camp Pendle-
ton who brought a “Toys for 
Tots” box with them. We not 
only filled it up but managed 
to raise $300 in additional cash 
to donate to their cause. We 
have a new member with us 
who is a retired florist and her 
vision and great ideas was the 
catalyst in our success. Patri-
cia made beautiful Christmas 
centerpieces for our dinner 
tables that were raffled off at 
the night’s end. We will do the 
same for Valentine’s Day in 
case you need an idea for your 
own monthly dinner meet.

We open up the year with 
lots of fun things planned and 
ideas to make our monthly 
meetings more enjoyable and 
educational and for those 
of us who cannot speak out 
mother language, we just may 
even throw in some Italian 
language classes. Aadding 
music and a guest speaker 
can do lots for changing the 
mood of the evening. We are 
on a mission to prospect for 
young Italians who’d like to 
join us and learn more about 
their culture.

We’d love to hear what you 
do to add spark and dazzle 
to your monthly meetings. 
Please call me at 760-518-1819 
to share your ideas, we’d love 
to hear from you!

Cerchiamo di essere orgo-
gliosi di chi siamo e di ricor-
dare che è stato il nostro ante-
nati che hanno contribuito a 
costruire questo grande paese. 
Mantenere American forte e 
Dio benedica gli STATI UNITI 
D’AMERICA

Last month: A good time was had by all, enjoying the Penne 
Pasta in red sauce, fried chicken, ham, potato salad, scones, and 
chocolate chip brownies. Preceding the meeting there were dev-
iled eggs, salami, chips, and pepperoncini for everyone to enjoy. 
Toys for Tots were collected and by now are distributed to the 
Clovis and Fresno area recipients.

Also Last month: we had the pleasure of the company of 
Charles and Joyce Sant ‘Agata from the Hanford Lodge. They 
wanted to announce the Hanford Sweetheart Serenade Marti 

Gras party to be 
held on Fat Tues-
day, February 09, 
2016, at their facil-
ity. Contact Charles 
at 323-9523 to get 
tickets. 

This month will 
be Baked Potatoes; 
bring your favor-
ite toppings and 
side dishes. “For 
food, tomatoes and 
oregano make it Ital-
ian; garlic makes it 
good” –Alice May 

Brock.
It’s not too early to be thinking of the Spring Pasta Fest; con-

tact your friends and family to make sure they are all aware of 
this yearly event. Our board elected to keep the same low price 
($15 for adults, $7.50 for children), that we are famous for. We will 
be putting more emphasis on the silent auction this year because 
it was so popular at the last dinner, and, we will also maintain 
the raffle. Our music will again feature Rick DelCarlo on the 
accordion; space for dancing will be in front of the stage area.

Isabel Ronzano and Fran Catallo visited Nikki (Nicoletta) 
Jackson, Verona DeLuca, and Robertha Matranga, and reported 
that they were doing well. Also, Joe Mazzeo, husband to our 
former Trustee, has now relocated to the Clovis/Fresno area.

The better your education, the more choices you have in 
life  –Unk. Now is the time for scholarship applications, so get 
thinking toward the coming year. Do you have a relative that 
could use a little boost or an assist while at college? If so, call 
our Scholarship Committee Chair, Isabel Ronzano, at (559) 297-
0851. The Deadlines: for Clovis Lodge scholarships, the date is 
March 31, 2016; for California State Grand Lodge Scholarships: 
March 1, 2016; and for National scholarships the date is generally 
November to February of any year (for more information go to 
https://www.osia.org/students/scholarships.php. 

Join Us: If you have friends or family that are looking for 
good fellowship and a place to hang out on the third Monday of 
each month, invite them to join you at our meetings, 6:30 PM, at 
Notre Dame Hall, 333 8th Street, at DeWitt Avenue.  We feature 
short meetings, great companionship, and superb food; http://
rodolfovalentinolodge.com/ is our web-site.

Rodolfo Valentino
Lodge #1449

Clovis, CA
by Carole Watson, President; 

Lou Catallo, lcatallo@aol.com, Historian
Happy New Year to all of 

you from Shasta Lodge, and 
our wishes for a very success-
ful year for you.

This past week our “travel-
ing cooking crew” members 
Jim Nobili, Ed Reynolds, Jim 
Lamanna, Leonard Duz, John 
DiMatteo and Leonard Duz, 
traveled to the Redding Gun 
Range to cook pasta and meat-
balls for the Redding Peace 
Officers.  This was our second 
year helping them with their 
event. They use this event to 
generate funds to help sup-
port their cadet program.   It 
is a great way tor us to be 
involved with the local law 
enforcement.

Due to the closing of Crab 
Season in California, our Janu-
ary Crab Feed was postponed 
and is now scheduled for Feb-
ruary 5th and 6th.  Within just 

Shasta Lodge #2453
Redding, CA

a couple of days Saturday was 
sold out.  Our crab is coming 
from Washington or Oregon 
and we should have another 
successful event.

We also have our 36th Anni-
versary Party on February 20th 
and our theme this year is Val-
entines in Venice.  Our member 
Pat Karch will be performing 
with his quartet and our Most 
Honored Member of 2015 will 
be announced.  If you would 
like to join us, please give us a 
call for more details.

We have a great schedule 
of activities lined up for 2016.  
We are always looking for new 
members to join our lodge and 
share the fun.  We welcome 
any of you to come visit our 
meetings and any of our other 
activities.

Happy Valentine’s Day.

“Traveling Cooking Crew” Ed Reynolds, Jim Lamanna, John DiMatteo, Leonard 
Duz, Paul Monette, and Jim Nobili, cooking pasta for Redding Peace Officers. 

JD JT... In back John Tasello, our Treasurer, and in front John DiMatteo, our 
Vice President, placing waddle along the border of our parking lot to try to keep 
the heavy rain from leaving us big puddles.

 

 

 

Anderlini & McSweeney LLP 
 

 
• Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning 
• Significant Personal Injury     
• Commercial & Personal Litigation 
• Corporate & Partnership Law 
• Employment Law 
• Business Formation, Development & Transactions 
• Real Estate & Construction Law 
• Automotive Law 
• Professional/Liability/Malpractice 
• Insurance Law 
• Elder Abuse 
 

Terry Anderlini is past president of the State Bar of 
California and has been serving satisfied clients for over 40 
years. 

 
411 Borel Avenue, Suite 501 
San Mateo, California 94402 

(650) 212-0001 
tanderlini@amlawoffice.com 

 
Terry Anderlini is a member of the Columbia Lodge # 1940 
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President Linda Enneman  
chose the January 17, 2016 
meeting to present Person 
of the Year Lucy Sacco with 
her certificate, as Lucy had 
been unable to attend the 
Christmas Meeting. Again 
the presentation was met 
with applause and “so well 
deserved”.

America Lodge will be 
lending its support to the new 
Lodge in Hemet. President 
Linda Enneman, Ann Eaton, 
Lucy Sacco and Joe Rossi will 
be attending the Installation 
of  the Diamond Valley Lodge. 
Congratulatons. 

Following the meeting on 
February 21, 2016 the Lodge 
is planning a “fun time” with 
a “White Elephant Sale”.  We 
were given a sneak peek at 
some of the BIG and little 
things that will be on sale…
WOW!!  something for every-
one.  All are invited so join us 
in what should be a lot fun.

America Lodge #1609
La Habra, CA

 by Yolanda Campanelli, Historian

A trip to the Pauma Ca-
sino is scheduled for Saturday 
February 20th.  They had such 
a good time and some had 
good luck, last time that they 
are doing it again. Contact 
Ann Eaton (562) 691-0635 for 
details.

A “Save the Date” flyer was 
distributed, announcing April 
17, 2016 will be the annual 
Pasta Lunch Fundraiser, to 
be held at the La Habra Com-
munity Center.  We hope to see 
many of you there, everyone 
always has a great time, good 
music, dancing and fantastic 
raffle prizes. 

After the meeting we were 
treated to an array of beautiful, 
delicious cupcakes by Danielle 
More in honor of her Grand-
mother, long time member, 
Sue Monell’s Birthday.

The new year for America 
Lodge is off to a great start.  
Ciao 

 

President Linda Enneman presenting the “Person of the Year” Certificate to 
Lucy Sacco.

Reproduced from the weekly "Mini Relax."
For a subscription "sies@siesnet.it"

Answers page 18

Sons of Italy Shirts 

*****Price Reduction***** 
          Ladies Shirts Now $15                  Men’s Shirts Now $10 

 

  

                                                                                                                                                        

 

To place your order, please call State Recording Secretary Lori Rossi at 

 (209) 404-1883 or e-mail her at: loriatthegrandlodge@gmail.com 

Happy Valentine's Day!

90th 
Save The Date

Saturday, April 16, 2016
Roseville Lodge #1413

90th anniversary dinner celebration

Sierra View Country Club
Roseville, California
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The Pugliese Lodge was 
honored at their January 7th 
meeting at Casa Italiana with 
a visit from State  President 
Lynn Lawrence-Murphy and 
First Gent, William Murphy   
President Michael DiGiuro 
along with  Officers and 
members, also welcomed 
State Trustee Marco Zonni, 
State Deputy Nina Zonni and 
Past  State President,  Joseph 
La Banca.

Prior to the meeting, a deli-
cious light buffet supper was 
served.   Mary Lotito chaired 
the committee  that provided 
the meal and all the fancy 
candies, cookies and dessert.   
Committee members were  
Carla Lotito Komar, Alexa 
Lotito, Sean Dankowski and 
Michael Gatti.

Following the regular 
business meeting a wonder-
ful speech was given by the 
State President during the  
Good of the Order segment.  
Afterwards, Lodge President 
Michael Di Giuro presented 
State President Lynn Law-
rence-Murphy with a gift of 
appreciation and thanked her 
for visiting the lodge.

Pugliese Lodge #1375
Los Angeles, CA

by Rosemarie Biagetti Vanderhaar
Recording Secretary

State President’s Visit

L to R:  Carla Lotito Komar, Lodge Vice President, State President Lynn 
Lawrence-Murphy, Nina Zonni, Lodge State Deputy and Alexa Lotito, Lodge 
Queen.

L to R:  Lynn Lawrence-Murphy, State President, Lodge President Michael 
DiGuiro and First Lady Edithe DiGiuro.

 Lto R: Lodge First Lady Edithe DiGiuro, Roberta Overton, Mistress of Ceremonies, Vita Zaccaria, Orator, Rosemarie 
Vanderhaar, Recording Secretary, State President Lynn Lawrence-Murphy, State Deputy Nina Zonni
Front Row:  Carla Lotito Komar, Vice President and Alexa Lotito, Lodge Queen

 Lto R: Sean Dankowski, Lodge Trustee and Historian, Lynn Lawrence-Murphy, 
State President and Rosemarie Vanderhaar, Lodge Recording Secretary.

State President Lynn Lawrence-
Murphy with cake honoring her visit.

Vincenzo 
Bellini 

Lodge #2519 
Chico, CA 

by Jeanne Smith 
 
 I hope everyone got an 

opportunity to read the ar-
ticle published this month 
in the Il Leone entitled 
“Feudalism” by Stephen 
Contrado, B.A., Th.M. The 
article described roughly 
1000 years  of Italian history 
immediately following the 
fall of the Roman Empire, it 
was a primitive and  brutal 
time. Many castles and ru-
ins in Italy date back to the 
time of feudalism as well as 
many traditions. 

Congratulations to the 
members and officers of 
the new Hemet Lodge! Wel-
come to the Order,  we wish 
you much success! 

Our Membership Com-
mittee, chaired by Joe Az-
zarito is already looking 
at ways to grow our mem-
bership and retain current 
members in 2016. He plans 
to organize a wine and 
whiskey tasting at a local 
vintner and maybe a few 
sauce or lasagna tasting 
contests. Of course bocce 
ball is popular too. We’ll 
see what’s in store! 

Last month I mentioned 
that our Lodge is looking 
for a new home at the Chico 
Grange Hall at  2775 Nord 
Ave. Several of our Lodge 
Officers will be meeting 
with the Grange Council to  
further advance the nego-
tiations. We know that the 
Shasta Lodge has a simi-
lar arrangement with  the 
Grange in their area, which 
has proved beneficial to 
both organizations. 

Our 2016 Spaghetti Din-
ner is co-chaired by Michael 
Smith and Don Smith. The 
date will be  April 3rd, from 
1pm to 6pm at the Chico 
Elks Lodge. The dinner is 
well known for the home-
made meatballs and sauce 
which is lovingly prepared 
by real Italians! In my next 
article I will have all the im-
portant details required so 
you can attend this dinner 
which is Vincenzo Bellini 
Lodge’s SIGNATURE fun-
draiser! Meanwhile, mark 
your calendar and tell  your 
friends and family about 
it! There will also be a car 
show, weather permitting! 

 Happy Valentine’s Day 
to all you Young and Young 
at Heart Lovers!          

I hope you all had a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. We were very happy to 
have made a profit on our 
Christmas party and New 
Year's Eve Dinner Dance. The 
amount wasn't large but it was 
a profit. Alcoholic beverage 
sales at New Year's were way 
down as an older crowd opted 
for less expensive bottled 
water and decreased chance 
of a DUI. Thanks to everyone 
who helped with both events. 
It does take a lot of work and 
unfortunately only a small 
number of members partici-
pate by helping out or buying 
tickets for themselves and 
friends and family. Kudos to 
those who selflessly work to 
make these events a success.

Based on the instability of 
the crab situation, we decided 
not to have a Crab Feed in 
February. That eliminates one 
of our biggest money makers. 
I am sure other lodges will 
have successful crab feeds.
We look forward to resuming 
it next year.

We had moved to the Luc-
chesi Park Community Center 
a number of years ago because 
of steeply rising hall rental 
costs. It is happening again 
as our membership ages and 
decreases and we are unable 
to break even on the monthly 
meetings.

At the January meeting 
we decided not to have our 
annual Achievement Awards 
to high school seniors this 
year because the expenditure 
of $3,000 did not make sense 
with our current finances. 

Ultimately our whole situ-
ation, which I believe is com-
mon among not only OSIA 
lodges but other fraternal or-
ganizations, revolves around 
relevance. In the beginning, 
OSIA was set up for Italian 
immigrants and their fami-
lies. The tradition continued 
with the next generation, but 
by then their children had 
become assimilated into the 
American society and family 
history and culture stayed at 
home. 

By relevance I mean - why 
would someone want to join 
the Sons of Italy or what's in it 
for them?  With the greatly in-
creased number of non-Italian 
members there is less of a need 
to monthly immerse oneself in 
Italian culture. The children of 
members don't come because 
there are very few members 
of their age.

What is relevant is the 
fact that 10,000 people turn 
65 every day in the US. One 
out of every seven people 
in the US is over 65. Locally 
and nationally aligning our 
lodges with organizations 
that treat old-age diseases 
like Alzheimer's can only help 
to bring our lodges into the 
limelight and hopefully attract 
new members.

Cesare Batisti 
Lodge #1518

Petaluma, CA
by Les Villanyi
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Scarves for sale from Grand Lodge  
$15.00 each inc postage

2016 has taken us by storm, 
both literally and figuratively! 
We welcome the rain and 
snow, hoping to ease the 
drought in our area. The early 
opening of the Mt. Shasta Ski 
Park was a prayer answered 
for all skiers and snow board-
ers. 

We closed 2015 with a 
Christmas Social on Decem-
ber 13 for our members and 
families. Thanks to Sally Ac-
quistapace and Gloria Bagley 
for chairing this event, as well 
as the decorating crew. Santa 
and Mrs. Claus made an early 
appearance to our Lodge with 
gifts which delighted all the 
children. The buffet tables 
were loaded with tasty appe-
tizers and desserts. The hit of 
the afternoon was the REAL 
story of “Grandma Got Run 
Over By A Reindeer.” Ron 
Dohrn, Rod Vinall, Jeanette 
Vinall, Peggy Soletti, Linda El-
snab, and Sharon Dohrn were 
awesome! Guests were asked 
to bring canned food items to 
donate to Siskiyou Food As-
sistance. Due to their generos-
ity, we were able to provide 3 
boxes of non-perishable items. 
The spirit of Christmas is alive 
and well at Weed #1269. 

The first big event of the 
year was held on January 
16 – our annual Crab Dinner. 
We were fortunate to purchase 
fresh and meaty crab at a good 
price thanks to R & R Quality 
Meats and Seafood in Red-
ding. Chairs Brenda Zandona, 
Jon Elsnab, and Richard Ne-
gro and their kitchen staff fed 
nearly 155 guests with crab, 

rigatoni, salad, French bread, 
and spumoni for dessert. 
Students from the Weed High 
School Senior Class served 
as waiters to earn money for 
their senior class trip. They 
were pleasant and efficient, 
and went home with $658.00 
in tips. Great job! 

We were able to help 
the Siskiyou County Mu-
seum with their Black His-
tory Month display to be 
highlighted in February. We 
loaned pictures, articles, and 
trophies from the early days 
of the Weed Sons baseball 
teams which welcomed Afri-
can American players. 

We mourn the loss of our 
guard, Phil Robustellini, who 
unexpectedly passed away 
in his home. We also lost 
longtime members Maria 
Minoletti, 81 years with Weed 
#1269; as well as Rizzieri 
“Ritz” Brunello, 80 years in 
our Lodge. May they all rest 
in peace. 

We will cater a luncheon 
for the Siskiyou Seniors on 
January 21, under the direc-
tion of chair, Sally Acquista-
pace. We are becoming more 
adept at hosting these types 
of events and welcome other 
groups to contact us for their 
requests. 

Our Lodge recently added 
an additional event to our cal-
endar. Jon Elsnab and Brenda 
Zandona will chair a roast 
beef dinner on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 13, 2016. What a great 
way to celebrate Valentine’s 
Day! 

Until next month, Ciao!

 Weed Lodge #1269 
Weed, CA

by Peggy Soletti, Recording Secretary
 

Dianda's
Italian Bakery & Cafe

(916) 966-3757
RUM CAKE • ST. HONORE • CANNOLI
COOKIES • PASTERIES • ALMOND TORTE

10131 Fair Oaks Blvd., Fair Oaks, CA 95628

Open for Lunch
11 am-2:30 pm

Closed on Sundays

New Location!
You know us from

San Francisco,
now come see us in
Fair Oaks Village!

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING  
LETTER TO YOUR FAMILY: 

 
I’m sorry to have left you without  
making any final arrangements. 

   
The reason I didn’t do this  

when I had the chance was…  
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

The Italian Cemetery 
Stewards of Your Family’s Heritage Since 1899

ww.ItalianCemetery.com
650-755-1511

Puzzle answers from page 13
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I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 
Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.

I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 
My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 

My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of 
Dante, and the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of 
Illinois, colonizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of
man was written into the Bill of Rights.

I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.
I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.

I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.
I am Alessandro Malaspina.

I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.
I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,
I am John Basilone of New Jersey.

I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 
and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,
the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.
I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has 
dedicated me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it.

I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.
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LODGE DIRECTORY
AMERICA

LODGE No. 1609
Anniv. Nov. 20, 1931

LA HABRA
PRES. LINDA ENNEMAN

641 S. Gilbert St.
Anaheim, CA 92804
Phone:(714) 309-6112

Email:  llee1975@aol.com 
Rec. Secty. Tina Forte
16008 Ocean Avenue

Whittier, CA 90604 
Phone: (562) 943-6670

Email: tna4tay@twc.com
Meets 3rd Sun. 1:30 p.m.
101 West La Habra Blvd.

La Habra, CA 90631

ANAHEIM
LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. EVA LAVEZZARI

6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone (714) 897-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Frances 
D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808
Phone:  (714) 637-6075

Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meets 4th Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Anaheim Lodge Hall
250 E. Center Street
Anaheim, CA 92805

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA  94590
Phone:  (707) 552-7474

Rec. Secty. Melanie 
Rushing

216 Jepson Way
Vacaville, CA 95688

Phone:  (707) 449-1196
Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: dspires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. EDNA ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969

Email: esposnca@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Irene Hippe

1217 Rio Grande Ct.
Antioch, CA 94509

Phone: (925) 757-9168
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.

Antioch Senior Center
415 W. Second Street

Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES.  ANNETTE PORTER
19310 Ronald Ave.

Torrance, CA  90503
Phone: (310) 371-1041

Email:  ampdynomom@aol.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Tues. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES. LES VILLANYI
417 Redrock Way

Petaluma, CA 94954
Phone: (707) 778-9370

Email: vlaszlo5319@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Anna Biggio

125 Roque Moraes
Mill Valley, CA 94941
Phone:(415) 388-1998

Email: sonoioann@gmail.com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 8:00 p.m.

Petaluma Community Center
(Lucchesi Park)

320 N. McDowell Blvd. 
Petaluma, CA 94954

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. JOHN NARDI
861 Edgewood Rd

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 363-0120

email: janardi@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Louise Ghiorzi

272 Avalon Drive
So. San Francisco, CA 94080
Email: nonnaluisa@att.net

 Phone: (650) 583-3286
Meets 4th, Tues. 7:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall 
1159 Bush St. 
San Carlos, CA

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO GALLEGOS
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 251-5992
Rec. Secty. Richard Gallegos Jr.

6577 E Kerckhoff Ave.
Fresno, CA  93727

Phone: (559) 251-5992
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall
3509 North First St.
Fresno, CA 93721

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. LINDA DE PALMA

3145 Turk Blvd. #202
San Francisco, CA 94118
Phone: (415) 742-4160

Email:mammadepalma@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Josephine Longhitano

c/o Linda De Palma
3145 Turk Blvd. #202

San Francisco, CA 94118
Phone: (415) 742-4160
Meets 2nd Tues. 7 p.m.
3145 Turk Blvd #202

San Francisco, CA  94118

CRISTOFORO COLUMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty. Christine Handy

1301 S. Marsh Ave.
Reno, NV 87509

Phone: (775) 786-5294
Email: handys75@gmail.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral

310 W 2nd St.
Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LARRY RISNER 
2350 Bella Vista Ave.
 Martinez, Ca 94553

Phone: (925) 372-6599
Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd

225 Rainbow Dr.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Sun. 2:30 p.m.
Chilpancingo Vista Apartments

102 Chilpancingo Pkwy.
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. CARMINE BAFFO
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (760) 885-8256

Email:carminnie@earthlink.net
Rec. Secty. Minnie Baffo

19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (760) 885-8256

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Emeritus at Apple Valley        

11825 Apple Valley
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOE LAPORTA
1536 Enclave Way

Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.com
Rec. Secty. Julia D’Elia

2060 Rochelle Ave.
Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone: (760) 327-1763

Email: jades1453@aol.com
Meets 2nd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 11, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. NICK NOTARNICOLA
2074 W. Marinette
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: (559) 592-2240
Email: nickno@verizon.net

Rec. Secty. Maureen Bianco
1801 Manor Drive
Visalia, Ca 93291

Phone: (559) 732-0700
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. EDDIE FORNARI MORGAN
1812 McFarlan St.
Eureka, CA  95501

Phone: (707) 268-1190
Rec. Secty. Madeline Stagnoli

1925 “G” Street
Eureka, CA 95501

Phone: (707) 444-9550
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

6th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. JAMES HILL
3196 Hawthorn St.

San Diego, Ca 92104
Phone:  (619) 280-5554
Rec. Secty. Sid Tamburine

1925 Circle Park Lane.
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone:  (858) 537-9878
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 P.M.

GIUSEPPE MAZZINI
LODGE No. 2011

Anniv. Dec. 10, 1950
FREMONT

PRES. MARY MEIRING
1401 Red Hawk Cir. #K104

Fremont, CA 94539
Phone (510) 739-3881

Rec. Secty. Gina LoVecchio
32518 Lake Chabot St. 

Fremont, CA 94555
Phone:  (510) 471-0374

Email: gelyfish18@gmail.com
Meets 1st Fri. 6:30 p.m.

Newark Pavilion
6430 Thornton Ave.
Newark, CA 94560

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. JOHN MENICUCCI
2050 Ives Ave.

Reno, NV 89503
Phone:  (775) 747-6518

Email: s.menicucci@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Marianne Campbell

1660 Medolla Dr.
Sparks, NV 89434

Phone:  (775) 971-4956
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. JOHN STAITI
3690 Hampton Lane

Cameron Park, CA 95682
Phone: (530) 677-3610

Email:johnstaiti@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Nadine Chianese

3822 Silkwood Pl.
El Dorado Hills, Ca 95762

Phone: (916) 939-1961
Email: nlchianese@comcast.net

Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave.
La Puente, CA 91744  
Phone: (626) 917-5962 
Email: bverdo@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
11717 Grovedale Dr.
Whittier, CA 90604

Phone: (562) 693-3140
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 6 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. LOUISE SILACCI
13579 Francisco Dr.
Hanford, CA  93230  

Phone: (559) 582-6952
e-mail: silaccilu@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Janis Hansen
2195 Stratford Way
Hanford, CA 93631

Phone: (559) 582-4731
e-mail: jahansen@sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. MANNY FINAZZO
9093 Tangelo

Fontana, CA 92335
Phone: (909) 823-5161

Email: manveta@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci

522 E. Lugonia, Apt A
Redlands, CA 92374

Phone: (909) 855-5437
Email: michaelynn66@live.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
9420 Sierra Avenue
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL DENARO
1507 Grandview St.

Oceanside, CA 92054
Phone:  (760) 433-1183 

Rec. Secty. Jeffrey Steckman
4230 La Portalada Dr.
Carlsbad, Ca 92010

Phone: (760) 720-1656
Email: jsteckman1aol.com

Meets 1st Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Encinitas Elks Lodge
1393 Windsor Road

Cardiff 92007

LAKE COUNTY
LODGE No 2537

Anniv. Apr. 19, 1983
NICE

PRES. KAREN WILSON
375 E. HWY 20 #15

Upper Lake, CA  95485
Phone (707) 275-9276

Rec. Secty Barbara 
Castaldo

17120 Knollview Dr.
Hidden Valley Lake, CA 95467

Phone: (707) 987-4695
Meets 3rd Mon. 5:30 p.m.

At various locations

LAS VEGAS
LODGE No. 2158

Anniv. Jan. 10, 1965
LAS VEGAS

PRES. ANTHONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone: (702) 896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Rec. Secty. Rita Ware

209 Pancho Via Dr.
Henderson, NV 89012

Phone: (702) 361-5831
Meets 2nd Wed. 1:00 a.m.

Italian American Club
2333 E. Sahara Ave

Las Vegas, NV 89104

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. DAVID CIPPONERI
P. O. Box 578181

Modesto, CA  95357
Phone:  (209) 652-3492

Email: david.cipponeri@gmail.com
Rec. David Cipponeri

P.O. Box 578181
Modesto, CA 95357

Email: david.cipponeri@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Fri. 6:30 p.m.

Fleur de Lis Reception Hall 
3460 Oakdale Rd.

Modesto, CA 95355

MONTEREY
LODGE No. 2003

Anniv. Feb. 5, 1950
MONTEREY

PRES. THOMAS MANCINI
8 Valencia Ct.

Seaside, CA 93955
Phone:  (831) 394-6480

Email: tmancini@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Suzanne Mancini

1728 Mescal St.
Seaside, CA 93955

Phone: (831) 514-0215
Email: britmad20@gmail.com-
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:00 P.M.

2540 N. Fremont St.
Monterey, CA 93942
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LODGE DIRECTORY
WEST END

LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. DAVID CERBONI

35315 Dry Creek
Yucaipa CA 92399

Phone: (949) 228-5807
Email: oneitaliansonDMC@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Lou Seibel
9063 La Grande St.

Alta Loma, CA 91701
Phone: (909) 987-5828

Email: nonnalou9@gmail.com 
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:30 p.m.

7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,
Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

WILLIAM PACA
LODGE No. 1960

Anniv. May 25, 1947
MOUNTAIN VIEW

PRES. ROSALIA MARGARIT
3062 El Sobrante

Santa Clara, CA 95051
Phone: (408) 243-8680

Rec. Secty. Helen Zanella
2805 Ruth Court

Santa Clara, CA 95051
Phone: (408) 296-7364

Meets 2nd  Wed. 6:30 p.m.
SFV Hall

361 Villa Street
Mountain View, CA 94040

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 255-5242

Email: am.graeber@gmail.com
Rec Secty Seth Rossi
2590 Hawthorne Ct.

Napa, Ca 94558
Phone (707) 312-1044

Email: napasonsofitaly@gmail.com
Meets 4th Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Napa Valley Baptist Church
2303 Trower Ave.
Napa, CA 94558

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES. RICHARD BARKER
3340 Peppertree Dr.
Fairfield, CA 94533

Phone: (707) 428-6093
Email:hrbarker@sbcglobal.net

Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PARADISO
LODGE No. 2743

Anniv. July 10, 1999
PARADISE

PRES. LILLIAN BUDGE
5393 Sawmill Peak Rd. #8

Paradise,  Ca 95969
Phone: (530) 876-0605

Rec. Secty. Kathryn 
DeCristofaro

14707 Briarwood Dr.
Magalia, CA 95954

Phone (530) 873-4132
Email: worshipworks@att.net

Meets 3rd Tues. 6 p.m.
Paradise Ridge Senior Center

877 Nunneley Rd.
Paradise, CA 95969

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91096

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES. DAVID PRISCO
1801 E. Collins Ave. #12

Orange, CA 92867
Phone: (714) 292-1038

Email: daveprisco@hotmail.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Jane 

Cambria
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, Ca 92627
Phone (714) 749-7777

Email:maryjane@mjcambria.com
Meets 3rd Wed. 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
Geneva Room

146 N. Grand Street
Orange, CA 92866

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

1565 Burl Ave
Clovis, CA 93611

Phone: (559) 299-1941
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. DAVID DEPAOLI
22714 Avenue 184

Strathmore, CA 93267
Phone: (559) 784-9697

Rec. Secty. Giovanna De Paoli
22714 Avenue 184

Strathmore, CA 93267
Phone: (559) 784-9697
Meets 1st Mon. 6:00 p.m.

World Ag Center Social Hall
4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty. Christina Buchner
525 Harpford Ct.

Roseville, CA 95747
Phone:  (916) 749-7594

Email: ccorrealebuchner@surewest.net
Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:30 p.m.
1924 Carradale Drive
Roseville, CA  9566

RYAN BONAMINIO
LODGE No. 2879

Anniv. May. 4, 2013
RIVERSIDE

PRES: GABRIEL
DOMENICI, JR.

5475 Canyon Crest Dr. #48
Riverside, CA 92507

Phone: (951) 743-8628
Email: g.domenici@hotmail.com
Rec. Secty: Gina Domenici

3359 Lincoln Street
Riverside, CA 92503

Phone: (951) 776-6012
Email: gdomenici@cta,org
Meets 2nd Sun. 1:00 p.m.

Riverside

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. RON BARONI
2249 Tulip way

Sacramento, CA 95821
Phone: (916) 925-8758

Rec. Secty. Abbie Baroni
2249 Tulip Way

Sacramento, CA 95821
Phone:  (916) 925-8758
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. ANDY PAMPURO
718 D Avenida Majorca

Laguna Woods, CA 92637
Phone: (949) 855-4279

Email: apampuro@comline.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday - 7 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SALINAS
LODGE No. 2082

Anniv. Mar. 8, 1959
SALINAS

PRES. PAMELA DE ROSE
541 Belmont Dr.

Salinas, CA 93901
Phone (831) 757-6843

Rec. Secty. Dianne Yniguez
114 4th Street

Gonzales, CA  93926
Phone:  (831) 262-6699

Mets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.
Madonna Del Sasso Parish

320 E. Laurel Dr.
Salinas, CA 93906

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, Ca 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480

Rec. Secty. Doreen O’Rourke
1636 Moraga Drive

Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Phone: (707) 525-0295

Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.
 Brookwood Mobile Estates

7000 Montecito Blvd.
(Mobile Park)

 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. CAROLE 
DELLARAGIONE

3560 Magnums Way
Redding, CA  96003

Phone:  (530) 241-4342
Email: mscturner@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Chris Dickey

2731 Virginia Ave.
Shasta Lake, CA 96019
Phone:  (530) 515-0462

Email: 
Meets 3rd Mon. 7: 45 a.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Michael Norris

1400 Deer Park Rd.
Angwin, CA 94508

Phone:  (214) 770-5969
Email: amnorris09@yahoo.com

Meets 1st Wed. 7 p.m.
Native Sons Hall

1313 Spring Street
St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES. RENÉE ADAIR
203 Gobbi St.

Ukiah, CA 954822
Phone: (707) 972-1859

Email: naynoeddie@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Marylynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: mllaviletta@msn.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

16432 Merrill Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 939-8650
Email: 101727@comcast.net

Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll
P.O. Box 198

Sonoma, CA 95476
Phone: (707) 938-1295

Email: karenecar@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. GARY SMITH
38 Kobe Loop #1
Chico, CA 95973

Phone:  (530) 321-4074
Email: grsmith73@gmail.com
Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo

16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 893-2231
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
435 Chestnut St.
Chico, CA 95928

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. RAY BINI
128 Nalisty Dr.,

Vallejo, CA 94590
Phone: (707) 552-7474 
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 554-2622
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: 831-722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

479 McDonald Rd.
Aptos, CA 95003

Phone: (831) 210-9577
Email: kcpres@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. RICHARD NEGRO
17417 Jackrabbit Rd.

Weed, CA 96094
E-mail: italianmomo@outlook.com

Phone: (530) 938-3079
Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti

P. O. Box 130
Weed, CA 96094 

Phone: (530) 938-2881
Email: sole@cot.net

Meets 1st Wed. 6:30 p.m.
Sons of Italy Memorial Hall

155 Clay Street
Weed. CA 96094

WEST COVINA
LODGE No. 2056

Anniv. May 14, 1956
WEST COVINA

PRES. RICHARD SALVATORE 
 354 E Tudor St., 

Covina, CA 91722 
Phone: (626) 339-8001

Email: .sal4tore@verizon.net
Rec. Secty.  Margaret Salvatore

 354 E Tudor St., 
Covina, CA 91722 

Phone: (626) 339-8001
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.

K. of C., 4315 N. Vincent Ave
Covina, CA 97122


