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OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE 
GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA 
WHOSE JURISDICTION COVERS 

CALIFORNIA, NEVADA  AND 
KLAMATH COUNTY IN OREGON
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I am happy to announce 
that Ken and I have received 
our second vaccination and 
are enjoying our newfound 
freedom.  The very first thing 
we did was go to our young 
granddaughter and hug her 
forever.  I certainly didn’t 
want to let her go and she let 
me hold on as long as I want-
ed.  That was the hardest 
thing to endure while follow-
ing the COVID guidelines, 
not seeing my grandchildren.   
I hope that you have all re-
ceived your vaccines and 
have been able to get your 
hugs in also!

Now that Spring is finally 
here and we can spend more 
time outside, Please consider 
spending time together as a 
Lodge.  If our numbers aren’t 
low enough to meet inside 
perhaps a Saturday or Sun-
day afternoon at a park or in 
a member’s backyard could 
be arranged.  Our members 
are counting on Lodge Pres-
idents to keep us together.   
Lodge Presidents, you are the 
backbone of our Order.  You 
keep our members involved.  
Thank you for all you are do-
ing during this difficult time.

How are you doing with 
Membership and Retention?  
I know some of our Lodges 
are still not meeting.  I cer-
tainly understand the mem-
bers that are concerned about 
being in a meeting.  Are we 
reaching out to the members 
that we haven’t heard from in 
some time?  Are we sharing 
our “Love of the Order” with 
family and friends?  These 
things will help with our 
Membership and Retention.  

I know we are still in a 
holding pattern with many 
of our activities but let’s plan.  
We may have to tweak a date 
or two, but we will give our 
members things to look for-
ward to participating.  

Hello brothers and sis-
ters, I continue to pray for 
those affected by the COVID 
pandemic. I pray for all who 
have experienced loss and 
that everyone stays safe and 
that we will get back to our 
normal activities soon. Did 
you realize that April is a big 
month for celebrations in It-
aly. I thought I would share 
a few of the most interesting 
ones.
Easter

Easter, Pasqua, often falls 
in April. Italian Easter week 
celebrations start during the 
week before Easter and con-
tinue through Easter Mon-
day, La Pasquetta, a national 
holiday and a day where you 
may find some very interest-
ing festivals. One of Easter’s 
most unusual events is the 
Scoppio del Carro, or Explo-
sion of the Cart, in front of 
the Duomo in Florence.
Pesce d’aprile

April 1 is known as Pesce 
d’aprile, or “April fish.” It is 
celebrated like April Fool’s 
Day in the US, with practical 
jokes and pranks, often with 
elaborate set-ups.
Palio della Rana 

This frog race, usual-
ly takes place the weekend 
after Easter in the town of 
Fermignano, between Ur-
bino and Urbania in central 
Italy’s Marche region. Con-
testants, representing each of 
the seven contrade or neigh-
borhoods, dress in historic 
costume and race with frogs 
atop small wheelbarrows try-
ing to reach the finish line be-
fore the frog hops off. There 
is also a procession in histori-
cal costume.

Il Giuramento di Pontida 
In early April, there is a his-
torical re-enactment at Pon-
tida of the alliance between 

As I write this we (your 
Grand Council) just com-
pleted a virtual “Zoom” 
Grand Council Meeting. 
Thank you to all the officers 
for your patience and it was 
nice to see a few other lodge 
members sit in. This has not 
been an easier year for our 
filial lodges, but I know we 
will overcome.  All of the 
Grand Lodge business was 
taken care of.

	Our State Convention will 
be done by “Zoom” also this 
year. The date of our Con-
vention will be June 26th 
2021, Mark your calendars. 
This will be an interesting 
task, more information will 
follow shortly.  As I stated 
last month, this is an elec-
tion year. Those members 
who wish to run for an of-
fice within the Grand Lodge 
please sends a letter of intent 
to our State Recording Secre-
tary Lori Rossi.

	As our counties begin to 
open up, please remember 

to follow the guidelines of 
your local government. I per-
sonally am looking forward 
to visiting a few lodges prior 
to the end of my term in June 
(fingers crossed). Even if I am 
unable to before June I will 
make up for lost time and 
still venture out to your local 
Lodge activities. 

	One thing we still notice 
at the Grand Lodge office is 
many members’ beneficiaries 
are not correct or up to date, 
for those with Life Insurance 
with the Grand Lodge. Please 
review this, it makes it a lot 
easier when we are process-
ing. 

We will be placing an ad 
this week for a new Office 
Manager. It is not easy hiring 
someone during a pandemic, 
but we will have someone 
in there soon. Please contin-
ue your patience with us; 
we will continue to monitor 
phones and emails. Again 
thank our Recording Secre-
tary Lori Rossi for doing dou-
ble duty.  

 Lodges using zoom for 
your meeting please send me 
an invite to attend, I will try to 
log in when I can. As always 
feel free to contact me either 
by email or phone.  Thanks 
go out to our vice presidents 
for keeping our filial lodges 
up to date on what is happen-
ing up and down the state.  

Hang in there everyone. 
Vaccines will soon be admin-
istered to everyone soon  

 Stay safe and healthy!!   
Yours Fraternally 

GREETINGS!  HAPPY 
APRIL 2021!

	I hope the student that 
had the eligibility require-
ments applied for the OS-
DIA’s National scholarships 
offered.  OSDIA has awarded 
over $61 million in scholar-
ships to date!  In past years, 
Sons of Italy Foundation has 
offered 10 to 12 merit-based 
scholarships and National 
Leadership Grants, ranging 
from $4,000, to 25,000 in a Na-
tionwide competition.  These 
figures and the numbers of 
scholarships may vary ac-
cording to funding each year.

	If you follow Facebook, 
each Wednesday at 4:00pm 
PT you can listen/watch the 
“OSDIA Interviews Live”.  
Wednesday 03/04/2021 
Season 3 featured special 
guest-host, Adriana Trigiani 
along with Italian America 
Magazine Editor-in-Chief, 
Miles Ryan Fisher, and 1st 
National Vice President Su-
preme Lodge Bob Bianchi.  
They were joined by prolif-
ic novelist and internation-
al bestselling author David 
Baldacci!  He told of his first 
trip to Italy and the changes 
it made in his life etc. It was 
a moving story about visit-
ing his hometown in Barga, 
Italy.  David also spoke of the 
“Wish Well Foundation” he 
created with his wife.  David 
answered questions during 
the live interview. It was an 
excellent interview and a 
great example of an Italian 
American. I enjoyed every 
minute of the interview. I en-
courage everyone to connect 
and listen to the “OSDIA In-
terviews Live”.

	The 3rd weekend of March 
on Saturday 20th the Grand 
Council will have scheduled 
Zoom meetings.  (News of 
the meeting will be forth 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS
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GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA
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CALIFORNIA NATIONAL 
DELEGATES

JOHN COSTA
LYNN

LAWRENCE-MURPHY
MARIA PIGNATI

ARLENE NUNZIATI
HON. AL GIROLAMI
WILLIAM MURPHY

SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE
PAULINE RICHMOND

BARBARA WISNIEWSKI

ALTERNATES
DONNA LEE COSTA 

JOY BRUNO

STATE ARBITERS
MARK ROSSI

PAM RICCI
JOSEPH SIMONE

ANNETTE PORTER
ANDY PAMPURO

Birth Defects Libraries
MARY LUCIDO

165 Copperknoll Way
Oakley, CA 94561
Ph: 925-783-6329

marylucido.1@gmail.com

Garibaldi Meucci Museum
JOY BRUNO

1778 Nephi Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone #: 707-422-3391
Cell #: 707-332-5623

Email: joy.b@comcast.net

ROY T. VANONI
(2003-2005)

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone & Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 916-540-6073.

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

State President
JOHN COSTA

1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-483-9604
Email: jc19632002@yahoo.

com
State First Vice President

BARBARA FUMOSA 
WISNIEWSKI

20987 Gunnison Ct.
Reno, NV 89508

Cell #: 201-874-5946
Email:  BarbReno1949@

aol.com

State Second Vice President
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone #: 559-592-5466
Cell #: 559-731-4035

Email: rteelee@aol.com

State Third Vice President
SADIE TAMBURINE

1925 Circle Park Lane
Encinites, CA 92024
Phone:760-274-6270

Email: sadieagos@gmail.
com

Immediate Past State Pres.
CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY  
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-943-0521 
Cell #: 707-694-8621
Fax #: 707-968-9709

Email:  clawrencemurphy@
gmail.com

State Orator
MARK VAONA
2802 Knode St.

Torrance, CA 90501
Cell #: 310-347-5648 

Email: Mvaona@gmail.
com

State Recording Secretary
LORI ROSSI

4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Cell #: 209-404-1883
Email: loriatthegrandlodge@

gmail.com

GRAND LODGE QUEEN
BRIANNA SIMON
1416 S GRAND ST
VISALIA, CA 93292

(559)-280-2357

State Financial Secretary
DAVID LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email:taxcpa4you@aol.com 

 State Treasurer
AL TRENTINI

25572 Saltwater Dr.
Dana Point, CA 92629-1508
Phone #: 949-240-8578

Cell #: 949-436-0242
Email: nicolomac@cox.net

State Trustee North
RAY BINI

128 Nalisty Dr.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Cell #: 707-688-3751
Email: Raymond.bini@

gmail.com
State Trustee North

BILL MURPHY
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone #: 707-963-0521
Email: petalumabill@

gmail.com
Cell:  707-299-0922
State Trustee Central

PAMELA BULDO
5820 W. Harter Ct. 
Visalia CA 93277
(559) 799-8697

pjbuldo@aol.com

State Trustee Central
MARYJANE CAMBRIA

2539 Back Bay Loop
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Cell #: 714-749-7777 

Phone #: 949-209-1921
Email: maryjane@mjcambria.

com
State Trustee South
MANNY FINAZZO

9093 Tangelo
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone #: 909-823-5161
Email:  EFinazzo@road-

runner.com.
State Trustee South
HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Cell #: 909-557-4585

Email: hanklowinger@
yahoo.com

Budget and Finance
    KAREN PEDRONCELLI

820 N Silvervale Dr.
Visalia, CA 93277
Ph: (559)786-2380

karen@pinecpas.com

Scholarship
Students to Italy Program

ROSEMARIE
VANDERHAAR

801 W. Duarte Rd. #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone #: 626-254-0449
Cell #: 626- 222-7768

Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Italian Language & Culture
MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI

268 Delmar Way
San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: 605-574-5786
Cell #: 414-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9329

Email: Abondnza@aol.com
Youth

BRIAN WATSON
4308 North Dewitt
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone #: 559-285-6934
Email:Pumbaa673@

yahoo.com
Social Justice

TONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone #: 702-896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Ritual and Protocol

DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave.
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-312-0795
Email:  2begrumpy@

gmail.com
Queen Contest

   EVA LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com

Media
ANDY PAMPURO

718 D Avenida Majorca
Laguna Woods, CA 92637

Phone #: 949-855-4279
Fax #: 949-206-0299
Cell #: 949-637-5477

Email: apampuro@comline.com

CONVENTION AND GRAND 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

COORNINATORS
LYNN LAWRENCE-MURPHY

LORI ROSSI
PAST

STATE PRESIDENTS

RALPH AGNELLO
(1993-1995)

226 N Carl Dr.
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone #: 559-627-3956
Email: alexgooddog1@gmail.com

Leadership
MARK ROSSI

4540 Saint Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534
Ph: (209) 404-0692

mercatoman1@gmail.com

Membership
NORTH

Louie Lodi
Phone #: 916-996-5634

Email: Louis.ciao4now@
gmail.com

CENTRAL
Steve Barra

Phone #: 559-974-2345

SOUTH
Bill Viverto

Phone #: (626) 261-2879
Email: bvrdo@aol.com

VERA GIROLAMI
Past National President
CAROLYN LAWRENCE-

MURPHY
National Trustee

MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
SOI Foundation Trustee
ARLENE M NUNZIATI
Alzheimer’s Committee 

Chair

Webmaster
ANNA M. GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558 
Phone #: 707-255-5242

Cell #: 707-287-5225
Email: osia.ca.webmaster@

gmail.com
Royal Court Of 

The Golden Lion

National/Medical Charities
MIKE CARROLL

P O Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone #: 707-938-1295
Email: mcarroll@pon.net

Hall Rental Manager
BARBARA MUSELLI

5051Mission St.
San Francico, CA 94112
Phone #: 415-742-9366

A monthly publication, except August, for the Grand Lodge of California, 
Order Sons of Italy in America, a fraternal, non-proffit organization.
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Andrew Pampuro, Editor
718 Avenida Majorca #D, Laguna Woods, CA 92637

Phone (949) 855-4279 • FAX (949) 206-0299
Subscription $20.00 per year. Publication paid by the members

Periodicals Postage Paid At San Francisco, CA 94119 and
At Additional Mailing Offices

POSTMASTER: Send Address Changes To: Il Leone
5051 Mission St., San Francisco, CA 94112
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Grand Lodge of 
California Website 
OSIACA.org

CHAIRPERSONS OF
COMMITTEES

WESTERN FOUNDATION

Western Foundation     
ROY T. VANONI                             

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone/Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

Social Media
DONNA FERREIRA

2028 Hickory Ct.
Modesto, CA 95356

Phone #: 209-602-2056
donnaferreira@att.net

ATTENTION PLEASE
Please send all articles and photos to me. If you send 
them to Andy he has to then send them to me which can 
cause the paper to be delayed.
Debbie Ure
22710 NE 88th St.
Vancouver, WA 98682  

I appreciate all your help.

CAV. MARIA FASSIO 
PIGNATI

(2009-2013)
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone #: 650-574-5786

Cell #: 415-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9349

Email: abondnza@aol.com
 

JOHN TEDESCO
(1999-2001)

18 Carvel Place
Sacramento, CA 95835-2012

Phone #: 916-419-6606
Fax #: 916-419-6626

Work #: 916-419-6646
Cell #: 916-207-1603

Email: tedescojt@aol.com

VERA FERRARA GIROLAMI
(2005-2007)

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-604-3149

Email: algvera@sbcglobal.net

Judiciary
HON. AL GIROLAMI

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-531-6553

Email: alveragiro@yahoo.com
Grand Lodge Building 
Grand Lodge Office

415-586-1316

Grand Lodge Queen Emeritus
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

13725 S. Tamarak Dr.
Plainfield, Il 60544

Phone #: 559-625-3115
Cell #: 559-786-8124

Email: gristd124@comcast.net

EMERITUS ROLL

 

SAVE THE DATE 
for our State Convention.
the date is June 26th 2021

more information to follow
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State First Vice President
Cont. from page 1

State Second Vice President
Cont. from page 1

Barbara Wisniewski State 1st Vice President and Husband Ken

State Third Vice President
Cont. from page 1

So many of our Lodges 
are holding Drive thru Din-
ners.  They are all reporting 
financial success.

The newsletters I have re-
ceived are taking their Lodge 
members to Italy with arti-
cles about traditions and cel-
ebrations as they have been 
practiced pre-COVID.  

I am wishing all my Sis-
ters and Brothers a happy 
and holy Easter,

Till next month

Fraternally

the Lombard cities of Berga-
mo, Brescia, Mantova, and 
Cremona against Federico 
Barbarossa on April 7, 1167. 
The town of Pontida is 16 km 
from Bergamo.
Rome’s Birthday

The date of Rome’s found-
ing (in 753BC) is celebrated 
on April 21 so if you’re in 
Rome, watch for festivals, 
concerts, and special events. 
There’s usually a fireworks 
display over the Tiber River 
and gladiator shows around 
the forum area.
Saint George’s Da

In Caresana in the Pied-
mont region, Saint George’s 
Day on April 23 is celebrated 
with the Palio dei Buoi, a pa-
rade of floats pulled by oxen. 
Saint George is the patron 
saint of farm workers.
Liberation Day 

April 25 is a national hol-
iday celebrating Liberation 
Day (Festa della Liberazione) 
in Italy. Some services may be 
closed but there will be festi-
vals and concerts in many 
places.
Festival of San Marco 

Saint Mark, San Marco, 
is the patron saint of Venice 
and there is a festival in Saint 
Mark’s Square on April 25, 
including a procession to the 
basilica. On this day in Ven-
ice, you should give a rose to 
your loved one.
San Biagio Day 

San Biagio, the patron 
saint of Avetrana in south-
ern Puglia, is celebrated with 
a 2-day festival including 
bands, food, a street fair, and 
a religious procession.
The Race of the Ring 

The Corsa all’anello in 
Narni in the Umbria region is 
part of the celebrations held 
the last week of April. During 
this medieval jousting com-
petition, three horsemen try 
to snare rings. There are also 
a historical Sprocession and 
other events. 

God bless everyone, will 
have more trivia next month.

SOCIAL MEDIA
Stay connected and follow the Grand Lodge on our 
social media platforms. Add us on Facebook at Order 
Sons and Daughters of Italy - Grand Lodge of Califor-
nia and follow us on Instagram @sonsofitaly_ca. If your 
lodge is doing anything virtual (meetings, drive-thru 
dinners, etc.) send us a picture and we would love to 
feature you! Furthermore, if you have any pictures en-
gaging in any Italian culture-related activity like cook-
ing, dancing, etc. please send them our way! We want 
to showcase our lodges and our incredible members, 
especially during this global pandemic. Lastly, let us 
know what you want to see more of on our social me-
dia profiles. We welcome your feedback! Please send 
all of your photos to: donnaferreira@att.net
and marylucido.1@gmail.com. Thank you!

coming!).
	A reminder: The State 

delegates requirement list 
has been sent to the lodges 
Recording Secretary to be 
filled out and returned to the 
Grand Lodge.

	Thursday, March 17th I sat 
in on the Renaissance Lodge 
Zoom meeting.  I was invited 
to give a brief history about 
myself.  Lodge president 
Mary Jane Cambria ran an 
excellent meeting, allowing 
all in attendance to speak.  
Reports and planned upcom-
ing events were given.  There 
was some social time ending 
the meetings.  Much appre-
ciation to the Renaissance 
members for allowing me to 
join their meeting.

	Until we can be togeth-
er again Stay Safe!  Have a 
Blessed Happy Easter!

Ciao – until next month!

Wishing everyone a Happy Spring

February 8, 2021
 
Mayor Jim Kenney
Office of the Mayor
City Hall, Office 215
Philadelphia, PA 19107
 
Dear Mayor Kenney:
On behalf of the Commission for Social Justice, the anti-defa-
mation arm of the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in Amer-
ica (OSDIA)—the largest and oldest organization representing 
Italian-American men and women—I am writing to express 
our outrage that your Executive Order renames Columbus Day 
as Indigenous People’s Day. In doing so, you have deliberately 
wronged us, which is an affront to every single Italian Ameri-
can in Philadelphia and across the country. 
That you would make such a change with complete disregard 
for any fair process in which voices get to be heard is disre-
spectful to all of your city’s voters. This unilateral action should 
be concerning to your constituents, as it is a clear sign that you 
will not hesitate to make changes with no input other than your 
own. Sooner or later, you will come for them, just as you came 
for us—and like us, you will deny them their voice as well.
I hope that your constituents keep that in mind when they 
make their voice heard in the next election
Sincerely,
Robert M. Ferrito
President, Commission for Social Justice
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America
CC:      Nancy DiFiore Quinn, National President, Order Sons 
and Daughters of Italy in America
Joseph Marino, State President, State Lodge of Pennsylvania
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America Supreme Council
Commission for Social Justice Board of Directors, Voting Mem-
bers, and Resource Persons

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE®
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America®

219 E STreet, NE • Washington, DC 20002
(202) 547-2900 • (202) 546-8168 

(FAX) • www.osia.org

1. The name Italy (Italia) 
means ‘calf land’.
It is most likely that this 
name derived from the fact 
that the bull was a symbol of 
the tribes of Southern Italy. It 
was originally spelt Vitalia, 
rooting from the Latin, ‘vitu-
lus’ which is a one-year-old 
calf. volcano Etna in Italy
2. Italy has more volcanoes 
than any other country in 
Europe.
This large number of vol-
canoes is mainly due to the 
fact that the land lies on a 
fault line, which is the cause 
of volcanoes. A number of 
these volcanoes are active, 
or have been active in the 
past hundred years and are 
very famous, including Ve-
suvius, Etna and Stromboli. 
This is actually incredibly 
beneficial, offering fertile 
soil to grow crops such as 
grapes and olives.

Italy



PAGE 4	 IL LEONE	 APRIL 2021

LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: 559-592-5466
 rteelee@aol.com

   
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: 909-557-4585

hanklowinger@yahoo.com

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

Cesare Battisti Lodge #1518
Petaluma, CA

by Ernie Giono 
Dearest members:

 I joined the Marvelous 
Marin Lodge of the Sons of 
Italy in what seems like 50 
years ago. Maria Toreson was 
President and after her, my 
dear friend Anna Biggio.

The Marin Lodge closed 
and we merged with the Ce-
sare Battisti Lodge in Petalu-
ma. A few members includ-
ing Anna Biggio drove many 
miles north from Marin to 
Petaluma.

Happy years passed and 
little did I know I would one 
day be holding the gavel at 
this Lodge that was estab-

Valley of the 
Moon

Lodge #1959
by Susan Antonini

Sonoma CA
susanantoniniart@gmail.

com
SOON....	
We are almost there folks....
no doubt coming up soon 
you will be given notice of the 
dinners resuming...but not 
quite yet...
It is like we are horses at the 
gate...waiting for it to open....
chomping at the bit...yep, 
that’s us....waiting till we can 
be together again...
A RECENT CHANCE 
MEETING
How wonderful it was to visit 
briefly with Gloria Garibaldi..
former State Deputy of Sons 
of Italy Lodges...OH how 
she misses visiting with all 
of you as well as visiting dif-
ferent lodges and sharing fel-
lowship over a table of good 
food! (and wine!)
CONDOLENCES AND 
PRAYERS
With sadness I am reporting 
the passing of a dear Sons of 
Italy fellow... Ricciotti (Ric) 
Maffioli... his willingness to 
help at the dinners and sweet 
smile will be missed.  He was  
a lover of old automobiles.
and a member of the Moose 
Lodge (a really good dancer 
I’m told)  as well as a mem-
ber of Sons of Italy for over 
20 years..Those of you that 
knew him well could proba-
bly add more kind memories.
Dear Ric, you will certainly be 
missed!Our prayers are with 
his family.
PRAYERS ….
Gigi...who is recovering from 
a stroke.
JO GRANT...	
Doing well after both of her 
Covid 19 immunizations...
and her son Paul Grant, our 
SOI President say he, “loves 
us and misses us and hopes 
to gather together soon”
TOO BUSY...?
How can this be?....reach out 
to your friends and neigh-
bors...a phone call would suf-
fice.
DUOLINGO challenge...
400 days...still a beginner...but 
hey! 
HAPPY EASTER
Rejoice!...such a blessed day!
HAPPY MOTHERS DAY...
HAPPY CINCO de MAYO....

Canal Cruise Venice Italy

Italy received over 62 million international visitors in 2018, making the country the fifth most 
visited in the world. Some of our favourite places to visit are the iconic cities of Rome, Pisa, Flor-
ence and Milan, along with gems like Lake Como, Assisi, Verona, Sorrento and the beautiful Isle 
of Capri.

lished in 1929.
A year or so passed and 

when Ann Albertoni left her 
position as President, I was 
chosen to follow her. It was 
not easy for me but I learned 
to handle it. I had a lot of sup-
port and must admit, I’m en-
joying it.

Again, little did we know 
that this pandemic would hit 
us so hard. It has been over 
one year since we had a din-
ner/ meeting and now final-
ly, it looks like we just might 
be able to start getting togeth-
er again soon. I am hoping 
that all or most of you have 

received the Covid vaccine as 
I have. Out new meeting hall 
is waiting for us and chang-
ing the time from Thursday 
nights to Sunday afternoons 
has been received very well 
by the members.

The new location is much 
larger and the rent is very 
reasonable...OK, we don’t 
have to pay any rent! This 
helps our bottom line a lot.

I will keep everyone n the 
loop. Meanwhile, be kind to 
someone today and the kind-
ness will be returned back to 
you ten fold.  

Italy is the fifth most visited country in the world



APRIL 2021	 IL LEONE	 PAGE 5

Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Facebook.com/Order.Sons.of.Italy.Eureka
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
www.sonsofitalysandiego.org
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

I am sure for many of us 
who write articles for our 
own lodge newsletters or 
those appearing in the Il Le-
one we will call up our last 
year article and type in the 
new information and save it 
under this year’s filename.  
The pandemic has changed 
all of that.  The April 2020 edi-
tion of the Roma Lodge article 
had a complete listing of over 
75 members who would be 
presented their “milestone” 
membership certificates for 
every 5 years of successful 
Roma Lodge membership.  
It included pictures of new 
members and their families 
and information about our 
90th year anniversary cele-
bration.  Which of course nev-
er happened because of the 
pandemic.  We have not met 
since March of 2020.  

On March 20th I decided 
to participate in the Grand 
Council zoom meeting to 
learn about what is going on 
at the state level.  I must thank 
and congratulate President 
John Costa and all the Grand 
Council officers for volun-
teering of their time and ener-
gy to keep the Grand Lodge 
solvent in these exceedingly 
difficult times.  I learned to-
tal membership is down to 
3,300 members, 5 lodges have 
been officially closed and the 
Grand Lodge convention will 
be held online, and business 
will be conducted on only one 
day.  When the tenets of the 
Order are LIBERTY-EQUAL-
ITY-FRATERNITY it is diffi-
cult to do much when our lo-
cal lodges rely on socializing 
fraternally at our meetings, 
dinners, and fundraisers. 

If we have learned any-
thing in this pandemic is the 

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto-President

fact, we must all look at our 
past ways of doing business 
and adapt to new ways of 
functioning as an organiza-
tion.  Large corporations and 
businesses have decided to 
forego the expensive brick 
and mortar office complexes, 
expensive parking lots and 
daily commutes, to allow 
many of their employees to 
work from home. Technology 
has improved the ways we 
can communicate for meet-
ings and it will only get bet-
ter over time. 

Just think of all the trav-
el, meals and housing saved 
with the Grand Council 
meeting in March.  Business 
was conducted, documents 
shared, ideas discussed, and 
actions taken while everyone 
in attendance were at home in 
front of their computer!  I re-
ceived my Il Leone the same 
day and saw the note from 
Debbie Ure, who reminded 
everyone to send her the arti-
cles and she lives in the State 
of Washington!  Go figure! 

When delegates get their 
packets, it will show several 
areas of the budget operating 
in the negative.  State Finan-
cial Secretary, David Lavez-
zari, and his committee, have 
done a lot of work in simpli-
fying the way the budget is 
presented on an annual ver-
sus 6-month basis which is 
extremely helpful. Yes, the 
pandemic forced the cancel-
ation of the 2020 convention, 
Royal Pageant, operating 
losses for the Grand Lodge 
Building, loss of member-
ship, the list of red numbers 
goes on and on. At the 2021 
convention delegates need 
to take a critical look at the 
way the organization is being 

Thinking Outside the Box
operated and look for new 
ways to do business.  During 
the Grand Council meeting 
Al Girolami, Judiciary Chair 
discussed Roma Lodges two 
resolutions submitted two 
years ago and will be on the 
agenda at this year’s conven-
tion.

Roma Lodge has six del-
egates for the convention 
based on our membership.  
Our resolution suggests each 
lodge be represented by only 
two delegates to reduce costs 
to local lodges who have the 
burden of financially sup-
porting their delegates.  Each 
year, depending on the loca-
tion of the convention, we 
spend $3,500-$6,500 to send 
our delegates to the conven-
tion.  Remember, the bylaws 
indicate if you do not send the 
required delegates you could 
be fined $200.00 per day per 
delegate!  We suggested, in 
our rationale, lodges could 
send as many attendees to 
the convention as they would 
like but only two would be 
allowed to vote. 

We also have a resolu-
tion to have the convention 
held every other year. There 
has been opposition to this 
proposal because, “We tried 
that several years ago and 
we didn’t get as much in do-
nations the year we didn’t 
have a convention” was the 
reason we could not go to 
every other year. REALLY!  
Did you contact donors, lo-
cal lodges, and other groups, 
and request their donations 
in the year you did not have 
a convention?  Do we really 
think the reason donations 
were down occurred because 
we did not have a convention 
that year?  Probably not. 

As an example, look at 
your delegate registration 
packet when you get it.  It 
is filled with punitive mea-
sures.  You must buy the en-
tire packet, you must always 
wear your badge, you must 
be in your seat when each 
session starts, your lodge will 
be fined if one of your dele-
gates misses a session.  The 
list goes on and on.  Is this the 
type of convention our mil-
lennial members are going 
to give up work, family time, 
or vacations to attend?  After 
the Reno Convention, we had 
one of our promising young 
leaders indicate they would 
never go back to a Grand 
Lodge convention again as a 
delegate!   

The pandemic has giv-
en all of us an opportunity 
to change the ways we do 
things on a personal, profes-
sional, and organizational 
basis.  There is an old saying, 
“if you do what you have al-
ways done, you will be what 
you have always been” if the 
Grand Lodge continues to 
do what it has always done, 
dropping membership, insol-
vency and the loss of more 
local lodges may be occur. 

Roma Lodge has nearly 
300 members of which, ONLY 
ONE, is Italian-American.  
The rest of us are American 
Italian. The Grand Council 
and the rest of us need to start 
taking actions to ensure we 
have a viable organization to 
fit the needs of our changing 
demographics.  We need to 
“think outside the box” and 
make changes in the organi-
zation to ensure we survive!   

1. Italy is only slightly larger than the state of Arizona
2. Italy’s population is about 58 million
3. About one-fifth of Italy’s population is over the age of 65
4. The average life expectancy of an Italian is 79.54 years, slightly 
higher than the U.S.’s 78.2 year average
5. Pizza was invented in Naples
6. The average Italian loves his bread! They eat about a half-
pound a day!
7. The average Italian consumes 26 gallons of wine each year
8. Italy is the fourth most-visited country in the world, with 
about 5 million visitors annually
9. Italy has more hotel rooms than any other country in Europe
10. More than 75 percent of Italy is classified as either hilly or 
mountainous
11. Italy did not become a “united” country until 1861
12. Ice cream cones were invented in Italy, and so were eye-
glasses!
13. Italy has more masterpieces per square mile than any other 
country, reflecting the country’s love for great art
14. The wolf is Italy’s unofficial national animal
15. The University of Rome is the largest in Europe, enrolling 
about 150,000 students at any given time

16. Italians suffer and have suffered more earthquakes than any 
other country’s people
17. The most common Italian surname is Russo
18. Each night, most Italians take a pre-dinner stroll known as 
a passeggiata
19. About 85 percent of Italians are Roman Catholic
20. In Italy, soccer fans are known as tifosi, carriers of typhus, 
due to their rowdy behavior
21. Italy boasts the world’s longest land tunnel, the 22-mile-
long Lötschberg Base Tunnel, a railway link between Italy and 
Switzerland
22. Italians must be 18 years old to vote for the lower house 
of the parliament but cannot vote for the upper house – the 
Senate – until they are 25
23. The world’s first operas were composed in Italy and the 
country is still considered the opera capital of the world
24. There are two independent states that sit within Italy’s bor-
ders: San Marino and Vatican City
25. Everyday, about 3,000 Euro are tossed into Rome’s famed 
Trevi Fountain. The money is used to subsidize a market for 
Rome’s needy.
The more you understand about Italy before starting your trip, 
the more you will find yourself becoming truly immersed in 
your surroundings when you land in Italy.

Here’s a list of interesting, educational, and fun facts about Italy and her friendly people 
that you may not already know:
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Answers page 10

 Al Caiola
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M. 

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

© 2019 Stephen Contrado
Cell Phone: (741) 242-0053

Alexander Emil Caiola was born on September 7, 1920 in Jer-
sey City, New Jersey. He was the son of Emil Caiola, an Italian 
barber, and Genevieve Esposito. 

At an early age, Al wanted to become a singer, but his father 
advised him to pursue a career as an instrumentalist because it 
offered better professional opportunities. 

Al was a guitarist prodigy by the age of eleven. He took les-
sons at Time Square Studio. When he was sixteen he was play-
ing with another Italian-American guitarist, Tony Mottola, on a 
children’s radio show. 

During World War II, Caiola played with the U.S. Marines 
Corps 5th Marine Division Band, and he served as a stretch-
er-bearer in the Battle of Iwo Jima. 

In the 1950’s Al became a studio musician in New York City. 
In 1960 he began recording for United Artists Records. He had 
a hit with the theme song for “Bonanza,” a Western television 
series watched by millions of Americans every week, whose 
plot revolved around a father and his three sons on a vast Ne-
vada ranch. United Artists used Caiola to make recordings for 
movies and television, such as Wagon Train and The Ballad of 
Paladin. 

Caiola arranged many popular songs with a jazz twist. In the 
1970’s he continued his work with the Avalanche Recordings 
label. He also helped popularize ethnic-themed instrumental 
music. He produced his 33-RPM album “Ciao” in Italy, a coun-
try passionately steeped in music, in 1962.

Caiola played with countless and famous musical artists of 
different styles, from jazz to rock, such as Frank Sinatra, Tony 
Bennett, Buddy Holly, Paul Anka, Percy Faith, Perry Como, 
Rosemary Clooney, Petula Clark, Bobby Darin, Frankie Avalon, 
Connie Francis, Elvis Presley, Sarah Vaughan, Glen Campbell, 
Barbra Streisand, Johnny Mathis, Ben E. King, Del Shannon, 
and many others. 

I’m defining spring as the 
months of March, April, 
and May in Italy, but be-
cause of Italy’s Medi-
terranean climate (and, 
probably, climate change 
in general), May can be as 
hot as June or July these 
days. March, by contrast, 
can be as chilly and damp 
as February. Spring is, af-
ter all, a transition season 
– so unpredictable weath-

Spring Weather in Italy

er really is an appropriate 
hallmark.
Spring temperatures will 
vary quite a bit depend-
ing on what month you’re 
there and what part of the 
country you visit, so it’s 
a good idea to check not 
only the regional tempera-
ture averages (these are 
listed in the individual ar-
ticles on each month, listed 

below) but also the actual 
forecast when you’re start-
ing to think about pack-
ing. In general, though, 
don’t be surprised if you 
need to prepare for a little 
bit of everything – this is a 
sunglasses and umbrellas 
season.
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To all members of the California
Grand Lodge of the Order Sons and
Daughters of Italy in America.
I am running for President of our
Grand Lodge for the term 2021
through 2023. Please reach out to me
with any questions you may have on
my qualifications or to submit any
suggestions on moving forward.

Faternally, Barbara

Remember When:  Hanford Lodge traveled with the Enrico Caruso Lodge to visit the San Antonio Mission.
A fun trip with a lot of early California history learned by all attending.

Hanford Lodge #1543
Hanford, CA

by Jackie Giacomazzi, Treasurer



PAGE 8	 IL LEONE	 APRIL 2021

In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

C. Colombo Lodge  #1315
Antioch CA

by Zelda Lefrak-Belleci

Around & About
With

Safety in Place
(Our Answer to Covid-19)

C. Colombo Lodge President Carol Esposito has been 
working from home following Covid-19 restrictions. She 
also uses her tech skills to keep the members informed 
and connected. In-personmeetings may have stopped, 
but Carol does her best to reach out to lodge members 
via email and Zoom. Carol has created cards to be sent to 
members on their special occasions; labels for the month-
ly greeting cards given to the local VA Hospital patients; 
formalzing all reports and financial data. A job well done!

Georgette Riccabona is a woman of many cre-
ative talents. Among her volunteer efforts she 
chairs the decorating committe for the Antioch 
Historical Society, turning their museum into 
a Christmas fantasy. She sells her prize win-
ning cucidati (fig cookies) at festivals in Ca-
lornia and Nevada. Lately she turned an old 
armoire into a coffee bar for her kitchen! The 
photo above caught this C. Colombo member 
out shopping. Notice the mask! Waiting for 
her vaccine shot, Georgette Riccabona faith-
fully follows the Covid-19 precausions.

C. Colombo Lodge is committed to a ser-
vice project honoring the military men and 
women confined to the local VA Hospital in 
Martinez, California. Each month the Service 
Committee produces handmade tray favors 
or holiday cards to let the 100 patients in-care 
at the facility know they are remembered. 
Shown above is Lodge Treasurer Judy Mc-
Mahon working on the February cards that 
marked Valentines Day.
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2020 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

Alice Bakhead 
Beatrice Portinari Lodge 
Pam Bini
Ray Bini 
Donna Branch
Rick Branch
David Carboni
Karen Carroll
Michael Carroll
Columbia Lodge
John Costa
Donna Lee Costa
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge
Edith DiGiuro
Michael DiGiuro
Diablo Valley Lodge
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
Gabe Domenici
Manny Finazzo
Father Adam Forno
Gloria Garibaldi
Andy Ginocchio
Gwen Ginocchio
Grand Lodge of California
Joanne Coccia Lodge
Ron and Ashley Latteri

Please support the Il Leone and become a sponsor.

   In Memory of 
   Father John Mallow 
Ron and Ashley Latteri
   In Memory of
   Mirella Daria Brattessani
Zelda LeFrak-Belleci
Janey Malatesta Leonardich
Hank Lowinger
   In Memory of Sandra Daniels 
Richard Luzzi 
Debi Mistretta
Mick Mistretta
Giovanna Michalski
Bill Murphy
Lynn Murphy
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
Bennie Pardini
Maria Fassio Pignati
Ugo Pignati
Annette Porter
Privitera Family
     Charitable Foundation
Phil Privitera
Pugliese Lodge
Pauline Richmond 

 Advice from the WHO
The World Health Organization (WHO) website has instructive videos showing 
how to wear a mask. They advise cleaning hands both before putting the mask on 
and after taking it off, not touching the mask, making sure it fits properly with-
out gaps, and removing it by the ear loops while leaning forward and avoiding 
any contact with the front of the mask. They cover proper storage and cleaning 
of re-usable masks, and they remind viewers that the mask alone will not guar-
antee protection, and people must still follow social distancing and handwash-
ing recommendations. They explain that prolonged use of masks does not cause 
CO2 intoxication or oxygen deficiency. This has been tested; despite the fears of 
some in the public, blood oxygen and CO2 levels are not affected by wearing 
masks. Masks should not be worn while exercising, because sweating can make 
the mask wet, which can interfere with breathing and promote the growth of 
microorganisms.

WEAR A MASK AND REMEMBER
SOCIAL DISTANTING

Hugh Ricci
Pam Ricci
Al  Rossi
Lillian Rossi
Lucille Seibel
Ted Seibel
Rick Silveira
Sharon Silveira
Shasta Lodge
Hugh Ricci
Pam Ricci
Elaine Teixeira
Anthony Tesoriere
Louise Tesoriere
Jan Trigleth
Debbie Ure
Valley of the Moon Lodge
Roy T. Vanoni
Marilyn Vecchio
Watsonville Lodge 
West End Lodge
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski
Mario Zonni
Nina Zonni

Rodolfo Valentino 
Lodge #1449

Clovis, CA
by Carol Watson, President; 

Lou Catallo, Historian; (559) 299-2205 lcatallo@aol.com
Being a human means we are not perfect, but that is perfectly 
fine.
There is a huge race going on now between those that re-
fuse to wear masks and those that are getting vaccinations 
to keep them, their family, and their neighbors safe from the 
COVID-19 virus. The fewer folks that wear masks mean we 
will be delayed in getting back to our normal lives and hav-
ing our monthly meetings again. As Dr. Fauci says, wear the 
masks, get your shots, and keep wearing the masks.
Stylist Norma Kamali almost said “Stay flexible so that you 
don’t break”.

Eureka Lodge #1274 
Eureka, CA

by Joe Bonino

Eureka Lodge #1274 extends March & April birthday wish-
es to our lodge members Nancy Paoli, John Senestraro, Lorene 
Luster, Dave Olivieri, Bonnie DuMond, Linda Biondini, Erling 
Dellabalma, Rosemary Fitzpatrick, Bill Chino, Joe Ceriani, Julie 
Stagnoli, Cecilia Mattana-Smullin, and Julie Williams Bonino.

Lodge President John Salizzoni just returned from visiting 
his brother in Yuma, Arizona, in March.  While there he did 
some mechanical bird watching:  US Army black hawk heli-
copters were on maneuvers overhead every morning.

If you have not already done so, please don’t forget to send 
your dues payment for 2021 to Donna Olivieri at 5998 Christo-
pher Dr. Eureka, CA  95503.

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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LODGE DIRECTORY
ANAHEIM

LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. MARIANN AITA

212 S. Kraemer Blvd Unit 207
Placentia , CA 92870

Phone: (201) 562-4786
Email: mareprincipessa@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808

Phone: (714) 469-1020
Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meeting 1st. Wed. 7:30 p.m.

NOT EVERY MONTH
Contact 

President Mariann Aita or 
Rec. Sec. Fran D’Errico
 for more details of date 

and place. 

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
128 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Phone:  (707) 552-7474
Email: porterbini@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Penny Bellotti

Vallejo, CA 94590
Phone:  (707) 337-937

Email: PSBellotti@comcast. 
net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: ospires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. CAROL ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969
Email: c_espo@att.net

Rec. Edna Esposito
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone:(925) 978-3961

Email: Esposnca@sbcglobal.
net

Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center

415 W. 2nd Street
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES. STEVE GUTHRIE
1152 E. 1st St. #201

Long Beach, CA 90802
Phone: (310) 483-4383

Email: stvegut@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES: Ernie Giono
50 Circulo Puerto

Rohnert Park, CA 94928
Phone:   (707) 585-2928

Email: erng1624@aol.com
Rec.Secty. Anna Biggio

125 Rogue Moraes
Mill Valley, CA 94941

Phone: (415) 388-1998
Email: sonoioann@gmail.

com
2nd Sunday 2:00 p.m.

    Rancho Grande
    5900 Snyder Lane

    Rohnert Park, CA94928

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. ANGELO FANUCCHI
 3721 Wilshire Ave.

   San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 228-6013

Email: jsimoni2000@gmail.
com

Rec. Secty. Angie Fanucchi
3721 Wilshire Ave.

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 228-6013

Email: angsm42@gmail.com
Meets 4th  Tues. 7:00 p.m.

American Legion Hall 
1159 Bush St. 

San Carlos, CA 94070

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 312-5151
Rec Secty Steven Barra

850 W. Jensen
Fresno, CA 93706

Phone: (559) 974-2345
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

Contact Olivia Deliddo
For Details

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. ANGELA SILVA

625 H St. NE #444
Washington DC 20002
Phone:  (650) 291-3595

Email:silva.angela110290@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Carla Silva

1301 Williams Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Phone:  (415) 308-8254
No information on meeting 

place

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty.  Paul Romero

12410 Westridge Dr. 
Reno, NV 89511

Phone (775) 772-5476
Email: paul@redstonenv.

com
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral
310 W 2nd St.

Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LINDA PARENT TASCA
4014 Lynwood Ct.

Concord, CA 94519
Phone:  (925) 825-2560

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Dr.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. RON MANNA
9018 Guava Ave.

     Hesperia, CA 92345
Phone: (760) 218-7972

Email:sgt247@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Minnie Lopez-Baffo
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (626) 422-0551

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Brookdale at Apple Valley
11825 Apple Valley Rd. 
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOSEPH LAPORTA 
1536 Enclave way

Palm Springs CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.rr.com
Rec. Sec.  Julia D’Elia
    2060 Rochelle Road

    Palm Springs, CA 92262
   Phone: 760 333-5794

Email: 
Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. LARRY ROMANAZZI
1150 N.Rossmoor Ct.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: (559) 733-1461

Email: larry@msrcpa.com
Rec. Secty.Pam Buldo

 Phone: (559) 799-8697
Email: pjbuldo@aol.com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. JOHN SALIZZONI
P.O. Box 3131

Eureka, CA  95502-3131
Phone: (707)498-0774

EMAIL: eddie.alexander.
Rec. Secty. Laura Lazzarotto

2911 C Street
Eureka, CA  95501

Phone: (707) 499-6674
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

7th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

Email: sonsofitalyeureka@
gmail.com

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. SAL DENARO
130 Lancer Avenue

Oceanside, CA 92058
Phone: (760) 717-7981

Email: saljd55@cox.net
Rec. Secty. Vincenzo Ruffino

3552 32nd Street
San Diego, CA 92104

Phone:  (619) 922 5839
Email: vruffino5250@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:00 P.M.

Portuguese Hall
2818 Avenida De Portugal

San Diego, CA 92106

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. MARIANNE CAMP-
BELL

Address: 1660 Medolla Dr. 
Sparks, NV 89434

Phone: (775) 560-8199
Email: mnc0107@

sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Monica Domini

4790 Caughlin Parkway #502
Reno, NV 89519

Phone:  (775) 843-3733
Email: monicadomini@gmail.

com
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. JIM SILVEIRA
1150 St. Andrews

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Phone: (916) 939-6445

Email:inspectorjim@yahoo.
com

Rec. Secty. Bev Scotch
3225 Stonehurst Dr. 

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Email: bevscotch@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave

La Puente, CA 91744
Phone:(626) 261-2879

Email: bverdo@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
2520 Summershade Dr.

La Habra 90631 
Phone: (562) 400-9663
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 8 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. LOUISE SILACCI
P.O. Box 8344 

Armona, CA 93202
Phone: (559) 639-9800
Email:  silaccilu@gmail.

com
Rec.Secty. Brittney Little

1203 Mary St.
Hanford,CA 93230

Phone # 559-380-6411
Email: little08@mail.fres-

nostate.edu
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 822-8740
Email: pffin@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci
522 E. Lugonia, Apt A
Redlands, CA 92374

Phone: (909) 855-5437
Email: michaelynn66@live.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL PROVENZA
7900 Calle Oliva 

Carlsbad, CA 92009
Phone: 760-634-2029

Email:sprovenza@aol.com
Rec Secty. Dan Gizzo 

P.O. Box 9718
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 

92067
Phone: (858) 461-4069
dangizzo@hotmail.com
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Johns Catholic Church
1001 Encinitas Blvd
Encinitas, CA 92024

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. MARY MICELI
1417 Santa Paula Dr. 
Modesto, CA 93555

Phone: (209) 527-5818
Email: marymiceli49@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Antonella Turchetti

2604 Fiedier Way
Modesto, CA 95355

Phone: (209} 51-5987 
Email: camogli@sonic.net

Meets 2nd Fri. 5:30 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church
617 W. Orangeburg Ave. 

Modesto, CA
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LODGE DIRECTORY
WEST END

LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. GABE DOMENICI

1034 Apple Blossom
Corona, CA 92881

Phone: (951) 258-8130
Email: gdomen01@msn.

com
Rec. Secty Robin Sindicich

154A W Foothill Blvd. Ste. 131
Upland, CA 91786

Phone: (909) 919-6049
Email: robinsin@earthlink.net

 Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,

Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 255-5242

Email: am.graeber@gmail.com
Rec. Secty.   Tracy Warr

  1523 Palmer St.
  Napa, CA 94559

Meets 4th Mon. 6:30 p.m.
Meets Napa Senior Center 

1501 Jefferson
Napa, CA 9459

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES.  DON CRADDUCK 
2659 Laurel Dr.

Fairfield, CA 94533
Phone(707) 372-5151
Email: mercatoman1@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES: MARY JANE CAMBRIA
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Phone: (714) 749-7777

Email: maryjane@mjcambria.com
Rec. Secty. Denise Meinhardt

1324 Rickey Ave
Anaheim, CA 92802

Email: dmeiny@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Wed. 7pm
Renaissance Lodge

1526 Brookhollow Dr #76
Santa Ana, Ca 92705

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

4308 N. Dewitt Ave 
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 906-3721
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. LARRY DUTTO
1804 South Tamarack 

Visalia,CA 93277
Phone: (559) 901-4683
Email: louis.benedetti@

yahoo.com 
Rec.Secty. Kathryn Gomes 

2667 Clarete St. 
Tulare, CA 93274

Phone: (559) 331-0025
Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.

International Agri-
Centre-Social Hall

4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Marcia Ceciliot
31 Clancy CT

Phone: (916) 316-0123
Email: SonsofItalyRoseville@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
 106 Sutter Ave.

 Roseville, CA 95678

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. DAN MARINELLI
340 Cabot Court

Granite Bay, CA 95746
Phone: (916) 698-2928
Email: dan.r.marinelli@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Verna Carboni

   8345 Keenan Court
   Sacramento, CA 95828
Phone:  (916) 747-5585
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: (909) 557-4585
E-mail: hanklowinger@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday  6:00 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480
Rec. Secty. Sue Tunstall

115 Brooktrail Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 570-7779

Email: sinamon219@att.net
Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.

 Brookwood Mobile Estates
7000 Montecito Blvd.

(Mobile Park)
 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. JIM NOBILI
2391 Cumberland Dr. 
Redding, CA 96001

Phone: (530) 243-4127
Email: rjnobili@sbcglobal.

net
Rec Secty. Sharon Roberts
1767 Capistrano Walk

Redding, CA 96003
Phone: (530) 221-0720
email: jimandsharon@

charter.net
Meets 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Keely Dodd
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: (707) 251-9558
Email: keelejo@hotmail.

com
Meets 1st Wed. 7:00 p.m.

Native Sons Hall
1313 Spring Street

St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES: GARY DOGALI
P. O. Box 53

Redwood Valley, CA 95470
Phone (707) 485-8233

Email: sdogali@outlook.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Lynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: ml_laviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727PDG@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll

P.O. Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone: (707) 938-1295
Email: karenecar@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. MICHAEL SMITH
1020 Lori Drive

Chico, CA 95972
Phone:  (530) 682-5641

Email: vettemikie@sbcglobal.
net

Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo
16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 519-2974
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
2775 Nord Avenue
Chico, CA 95973

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. RAY BINI
28 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Phone: (707) 699-3751
Email: Raymond.Bini@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 486-2948
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 8:00 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

30 9th St.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 210-9577

Email: kcpres@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. RICHARD NEGRO                                                                                         
 Address: 17417 Jackrabbit 

Road Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: 530-938-3079
Email: italianmomo@

outlook.com 
Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti

P. O. Box 130
Weed, CA 96094 

Phone: (530) 938-2881
Email: sole@cot.net

Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Sons of Italy Memorial Hall

155 Clay Street
Weed, CA 96094

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
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I'm an Italian American
I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 

Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.
I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 

My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 
My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of Dante, and 

the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of Illinois, colo-
nizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of

man was written into the Bill of Rights.
I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.
I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.

I am Alessandro Malaspina.
I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.

I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,

I am John Basilone of New Jersey.
I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 

and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,

the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.

I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has dedicated 

me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it.

I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.


