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OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE 
GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA 
WHOSE JURISDICTION COVERS 

CALIFORNIA, NEVADA  AND 
KLAMATH COUNTY IN OREGON

DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY

IL LEONE
A Message From The

State President

State President
John Costa

News from the Central
by Arlene Nunziati

State 1st Vice President

News from 
the North

by Barbara Wisniewski
State 3rd Vice President

  

     2019, let’s hope for a won-
derful and prosperous New 
Year for each and every mem-
ber of the Grand Lodge of CA 
Order Sons and Daughters 
of Italy in America.  This last 
year, as in the previous year 
has been hard on our lodges 
and members. From the fires 
in Santa Rosa in 2017, Shas-
ta/Redding in 2018 and just 
recently in Paradise. I would 
like to thank each and every 
one of you that have donated 
to these areas. Let us help our 
fellow members build new 
memories, so let us start 2019 
out right!!!
     Unfortunately we have 
a lodge that has closed, Gi-
useppe Mazzini Lodge No. 
2011. A lot of other lodges 
are struggling, if your lodge 
needs help let your State 
Deputy, State Trustee or Vice 
President know. Membership 
is a key to our existence. Ask 
that neighbor to join, remind 
them you do not have to be 
Italian to join. 
     As Sister Arlene mentioned 
last year, she would be retir-
ing from office manager at the 
grand lodge building. Filling 
her shoes is no easy task! I 
would like to thank Ray Bini 
and Lori Rossi and Arlene 
for the help in interviewing 
the potential employees. It 
gives me great pleasure to 
introduce, Alexis Cardenas, 
as our new Office Manager as 
of January 3rd 2019 . Please 
introduce yourself to her 
when you call in, and please 
be patient with the office staff 
as we transition from Arlene, 
who has been there for 12+ 
years, to Alexis. Welcome 
Alexis!!!
    We have started the “365” 
raffle once again, this year 

we have lowered the pur-
chase price to $25.00 but we 
kept the amounts to win the 
same. Please help support 
the Grand Lodge with this 
fundraiser.  Each lodge could 
purchase one and you would 
be surprised when the check 
comes in the mail. A num-
ber of people and lodges and 
“DOGS” have  won multiple 
times 
    A thank you to all of the 
outgoing filial lodge officers, 
we appreciate all you have 
done for the past two years, 
but please remember to help 
the new officer coming in 
with a good transition plan. 
By the time you read this a 
number of lodges will have 
already installed there new 
officer. Thank you also to all 
the new officers that have 
stepped up to help. Congrat-
ulations.
   Add to your calendar that 
the winter National meeting 
will be held in San Diego at 
the end of February and first 
weekend in March. I am hop-
ing a lot of members from the   
various lodges are able to at-
tend this event.
March grand council is also 
right around the corner. It 
will be held at the Doubletree 
in American Canyon.
     What New Year’s resolu-
tion will you make? Hopeful-
ly good health to everyone in 
your families including your 
Sons of Italy Family! Every-
one’s goal this year should be 
membership, I know I always 
mention this but it is amazing 
how easy it is to bring up the 
Order in conversation with 
friends, remember a lot of 
people have never heard of 
the Order Sons & Daughters 
of Italy in America. Just ASK!
   In closing I leave you with 
this to think about,
 “The trouble with quotes on 
the internet is that you can 
never know if they are genu-
ine” by Abe Lincoln.
Until next month
Ciao
John

I hope everyone had a 
great Christmas and that 
the New Year will be good 
to all of us and that we stay 
healthy.  I had wonderful hol-
idays.  The boys were home 
and that always makes it 
fun. I had a great Christmas 
with the family and Mom. I 
loved your comments on my 
Christmas cards on how Lo-
renzo and Emilio have grown 
over the years.  They are no 
longer boys, are men now.

I attended the last Christ-
mas party of the Giuseppe 
Mazzini Lodge in Fremont.  
They have decided to close 
their doors as they were un-
able to get any new officers 
for the lodge.  So sorry to lose 
another lodge and such an 
active one too.  I have always 
loved their Christmas parties.  
For the members who have 
not yet sent in their papers, 
please consider transferring 
to another lodge.

My sincere sympathy to 
Teresa Massetti on the loss 
of her husband Chuck.  He 
was an active member and 
President of the Diablo Valley 
Lodge for many years.  RIP 
Chuck.

Columbia Lodge had very 

Sisters and Brothers, I am 
so proud to tell you that my 
father, Sam Fumosa, Past 
President of the Grand Lodge 
of New Jersey, has been 
awarded the title of “Presi-
dent Emeritus” of the Grand 
Lodge of New Jersey.  We are 
all so happy that the Grand 
Lodge has chosen to honor 
him with this title.  Those of 
you who know him, know 
that this is well deserved.  
Even if I am a little biased!

Moving on.  Next month, 
February, is the month that 
we elect our California Grand 
Lodge Delegates to our Con-
vention.  I would ask that all 
Local Lodge Presidents refer 
to Article 57-State Delegates 
on page 43 of the current 
Grand Lodge By-Laws, Re-
vised June 2015.  This gives 
you information on how 
many delegates your Lodge 
is required to send to Con-
vention.  I will retype section 
C here to save you all some 
time on eligibility.

C.  Eligibility for State Del-
egates and Alternates shall 
be:

1.  The Local Lodge Pres-
ident in office at the time of 
the Grand Convention is a 
State Delegate ex oficio and 
is included in the number of 
State Delegates to which each 
Local Lodge is entitled.  The 
Local Lodge President who 
cannot attend the Grand Con-
vention shall be substituted 
by the Vice President.  If the 
Vice President is already a 
State Delegate, or does not 
have the qualifications, the 
President shall be substitut-
ed by the first Alternate Del-
egate.

Cont. on pg. 3

successful Toys for Tots 
drive followed by a deli-
cious lasagna dinner pre-
pared by new member Pete 
Quicici.  We are so fortunate 
that he decided to join our 
lodge.  Lots of toys collected 
for the children.  

The Columbia Lodge 
choir performed at four 
retirement –convalescent 
homes this year and one was 
Atria where Mom is.  They 
did a wonderful job this year 
and all the seniors thorough-
ly enjoyed the singing.

Well, have had two great 
weekends with the 49ers 
winning – even though we 
are going nowhere, always 
fun to win.

We have collected quite a 
bit of money for the Chico, 
Paradiso Lodge members 
and State President Costa 
personally delivered one 
check.  Donations are still 
coming in and more will be 
donated.  If you have not do-
nated yet, there is still time.  
Send a check payable to the 
Grand Lodge of California 
to the office.

Well, by the time you read 
this, I should have retired 
for the second time. (this 
time with no pension and no 
benefits) I will miss talking 
to all of you in the office 
but I am still your 1st State 
VP for the next 6 months, so 
you can always contact me.  
It has been a wonderful 12 
years at the Grand Lodge 
and I am sure I will miss it.  
(but not the 6am wakeups)  
I have worked with many 
great State Presidents, some 
now gone.  Thank you all for 
being so wonderful to me 
the past years.  I love you all.

Ciao until next year.
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NATIONAL OFFICERS
FROM CALIFORNIA

GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA
5051 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94112 • Phone (415) 586-1316

CALIFORNIA NATIONAL 
DELEGATES

JOHN COSTA
CAROLYN 

LAWRENCE-MURPHY
WILLIAM MURPHY
ARLENE NUNZIATI
HON. AL GIROLAMI

PAULINE RICHMOND
SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE

ALTERNATES
DONNA LEE COSTA 

JOY BRUNO

STATE ARBITERS
MARK ROSSI

ANDY PAMPURO
ROY VANONI

RICK BRANCH
JOHN BIANCO

ARTURO IBLETO
(1995-1997)

1492 Lowell Avenue
Cotati, CA 94928

Phone #: 707-795-1489
Fax #: 707-792-2046

Work #: 707-792-2712
RALPH AGNELLO

(1993-1995)
226 N Carl Dr.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone #: 559-627-3956

Email: alexgooddog1@gmail.com

Birth Defects Libraries
HAZEL ANN CHRISTIN

2173 Knowlwood Dr.
Hanford, Ca 93230

Phone #: 559-582-3597
Cell #: 559-309-3597

Email: hazelannc@comcast.net

Garibaldi Meucci Museum
JOY BRUNO

1778 Nephi Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone #: 707-422-3391
Cell #: 707-332-5623

Email: joy.b@comcast.net

ROY T. VANONI
(2003-2005)

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone & Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

JOHN TEDESCO
(1999-2001)

18 Carvel Place
Sacramento, CA 95835-2012

Phone #: 916-419-6606
Fax #: 916-419-6626

Work #: 916-419-6646
Cell #: 916-207-1603

Email: tedescojt@aol.com

State President
JOHN COSTA

1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-483-9604
Email: jc19632002@yahoo.

com
State First Vice President

ARLENE M. NUNZIATI
125 Humboldt Road

Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone #: 650-342-3313

Fax #: 650-342-3310
Cell #: 415-608-3313

Email: rlene49@pacbell.net
State Second Vice President

SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE
1925 Circle Park Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone #: 760-452-6108
Cell #: 760-613-6178

Email: sadie.t@gmail.com
State Third Vice President

BARBARA FUMOSA 
WISNIEWSKI

20987 Gunnison Ct.
Reno, NV 89508

Cell #: 201-874-5946
Email:  BarbReno1949@

aol.com
Immediate Past State Pres.

CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY  
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-963-0521 
Cell #: 707-694-8621
Fax #: 707-968-9709

Email:  clawrence2844@
sbcglobal.net
State Orator

MARK VAONA
2802 Knode St.

Torrance, CA 90501
Cell #: 310-739-4238 

Email: Mvaona@gmail.
com

State Recording Secretary
LORI ROSSI

4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Cell #: 209-404-1883
Email: loriatthegrandlodge@

gmail.com

GRAND LODGE QUEEN
BRIANNA SIMON
1416 S GRAND ST
VISALIA, CA 93292

(559)-280-2357

EMERITUS ROLL
Grand Lodge Queen Emeritus
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

13725 S. Tamarak Dr.
Plainfield, Il 60544

Phone #:559-625-3115
Cell #: 559-786-8124

Email: gristd124@comcast.net

State Financial Secretary
GABE DOMENICI 

1034 Apple Blossom Ln
Corona, CA 92881

Phone # 951-737-4306
Work #: 951-278-8780
Fax #: 951-278-1049
Cell: # 951-258-8130

Email: gdomen01@msn.com 
 State Treasurer
AL TRENTINI

25572 Saltwater Dr.
Dana Point, CA 92629-1508
Phone #: 949-240-8578

Cell #: 949-436-0242
Email: nicolomac@cox.net

State Trustee North
BILL MURPHY

1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.
St. Helena, CA 94574

Phone #: 707-963-0521
Email: petalumabill@

gmail.com
Cell:  707-299-0922
State Trustee North

RAY BINI
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA 94590
Cell #: 707-688-3751

Email: Raymond.bini@
gmail.com

State Trustee Central
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone #: 559-592-5466
Cell #: 559-731-4035

Email: rteelee@aol.com

State Trustee Central
LOUISE SILACCI

13579 Francisco Dr.
Hanford, CA 93230

Cell #: 559-582-6952 
Phone #: 559-639-9800
Email: silaccilu@gmail.com

State Trustee South
MANNY FINAZZO

9093 Tangelo
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone #: 909-823-5161
Email: manveta@aol.com

State Trustee South
CARMINE BAFFO

19560 Rolling Greens
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Cell #: 760-885-8256

Email: carminnie@earth-
link.nett

Judiciary
HON. AL GIROLAMI

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-531-6553

Email: alveragiro@yahoo.com
Grand Lodge Building 
Grand Lodge Office

415-586-1316
Budget and Finance
DAVID LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email:taxcpa4you@aol.com

Scholarship
Students to Italy Program

ROSEMARIE
VANDERHAAR

801 W. Duarte Rd. #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone #: 626-254-0449
Cell #: 626- 222-7768

Email: rgeorev@aol.com
Italian Language & Culture

MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: 605-574-5786
Cell #: 414-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9329

Email: Abondnza@aol.com
Youth

BRIAN WATSON
4308 North Dewitt
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone #: 559-285-6934
Email:Pumbaa673@

yahoo.com
Social Justice

TONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone #: 702-896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Ritual and Protocol

DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave.
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-312-8134
Email:  2begrumpy@

gmail.com
Queen Contest

   EVA LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com

Media
ANDY PAMPURO

718 D Avenida Majorca
Laguna Woods, CA 92637

Phone #: 949-855-4279
Fax #: 949-206-0299
Cell #: 949-637-5477

Email: apampuro@comline.com

CONVENTION AND GRAND 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

COORNINATOR
LYNN LAWRENCE-MURPHY

LORI ROSSIPAST
STATE PRESIDENTS

CAV. MARIA FASSIO 
PIGNATI

(2009-2013)
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone #: 650-574-5786

Cell #: 415-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9349

Email: abondnza@aol.com
 

VERA FERRARA GIROLAMI
(2005-2007)

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-604-3149

Email: algvera@sbcglobal.net

Leadership
ARLENE NUNZIATI
125 Humboldt Rd.

Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone #: 650-342-3313

Cell #: 415-608-3313
Email: rlene49@pacbell.net

Membership
GARY SMITH

1225 Stewart ave,
Chico, CA 95926

Phone #: 530-321-4074
Email: grsmith73@gmail.com

VERA GIROLAMI
National President

FRANK J. DE SANTIS
Past National President

CAROLYN LAWRENCE-
MURPHY

National Trustee
MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
SOI Foundation Trustee
ARLENE M NUNZIATI
Alzheimer’s Committee 

Chair
JOSEPH SIMILE 

National Co-chair Douhet 
Mitchell Int’l Air Power 

Trophy Committee

FRANK J. DE SANTIS
(1989-1991)

9562 James Circle
Villa Park, CA 92861

Phone #: 714-637-7267
Fax #: 714-550-9234

Work #: 714-550-9155
Email: Frankjdesantis@yahoo.com

JOSEPH SIMILE
(1975-1979)

Dale Commons #248
3900 Dale Rd

Modesto, CA 95356-8662
Phone #: 209-701-8340

Email: joe-dot_simile@msn.com

Webmaster
ANNA M. GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558 
Phone #: 707-255-5242

Cell #: 707-287-5225
Email: osia.ca.webmaster@

gmail.com
Royal Court Of 

The Golden Lion

National/Medical Charities
MIKE CARROLL

P O Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone #: 707-938-1295
Email: mcarroll@pon.net

Hall Rental Manager
BARBARA MUSELLI

5051Mission St.
San Francico, CA 94112
Phone #: 415-742-9366

A monthly publication, except August, for the Grand Lodge of California, 
Order Sons of Italy in America, a fraternal, non-proffit organization.

5051 Mission St., San Francisco, Calif. 94112
Phone: (415) 586-1316 ‑ Grand Lodge FAX (415) 586-4786

Deadline Date for all material ‑ the 20th of the preceding month
Advertising Rates on request.

Andrew Pampuro, Editor
718 Avenida Majorca #D, Laguna Woods, CA 92637

Phone (949) 855-4279 • FAX (949) 206-0299
Subscription $20.00 per year. Publication paid by the members

Periodicals Postage Paid At San Francisco, CA 94119 and
At Additional Mailing Offices

POSTMASTER: Send Address Changes To: Il Leone
5051 Mission St., San Francisco, CA 94112

IL LEONE
 (USPS 257-300)

Grand Lodge of 
California Website 
OSIACA.org

 

CHAIRPERSONS OF
COMMITTEES

WESTERN FOUNDATION

Western Foundation     
ROY T. VANONI                             

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone/Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

 

Happy New Year
Best wishes for a great 2019.

May all your dreams come true.
Andy and Louise Pampuro

and
Steve and Debbie Ure
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Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

ORDER SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA 
GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
UNITED LODGES OF THE SAN FRANCISCO PENINSULA 

 
 
 
 
December 2018 
 
Worthy State Officers, 
 
Columbia Lodge, Cornelia Vita-Nuova and William Paca Lodges will host a combined installation of new 
officers on Sunday, January 13, 2019 at the Peninsula Italian American Social Club, 100 North B Street, San 
Mateo. 
 
We hope that you will join us and meet the new officers of these lodges. 
 
Festivities will start at 3:00 pm and dinner will be served following the installation ceremonies around 
4:30pm.  Price will be $40.00 each and will include salad, pasta, a choice of Chicken Piccata, Salmon, or Veal 
Parmigiana, ice cream and coffee/tea. 
 
Please mail a check made payable to the United Lodges of San Mateo County to Maria Pignati, 268 Delmar 
Way, San Mateo, CA 94403, prior to January 7, 2019. 
 
Thank you, 
Arlene Nunziati 
 
 

 
 
 NAME:  ______________________________________                      Lodge: __________________________ 
 
Chicken Piccata ___________       Salmon____________                  Veal Parmigiana_______________ 
  
Check amount enclosed: _________________________                    Number of persons: ___________ 

2.  Any member who has 
completed an entire term as 
a State Delegate or as an of-
ficer of a Local Lodge previ-
ous to their nomination as 
a State Delegate is eligible 
to be elected State Delegate 
or Alternate.  However, the 
member shall have attend-
ed not less than half of the 
meetings of the Local Lodge 
including excused absences, 
during the prior two years.  
However, if there is no eligi-
ble and interested candidates 
for a position, any Regular or 
Associate Local Lodge mem-
ber shall be so elected.  The 
presence at the meetings is 
established by the member 
signing the Register of the 
Local Lodge.

State Third Vice President
Cont. from page 1

3.  The Founders of the 
Local Lodge which has been 
in existence for less than one 
year at the time of election 
are eligible candidates for the 
Office of State Delegate and 
Alternate.

Please review the rest of 
the Article in the By-Laws so 
you and your Lodge can con-
tinue to have a smooth transi-
tion/continuation of service 
in the position of State Dele-
gate.  If you have any, ques-
tions reach out to your State 
Deputy, State Officer or the 
Grand Lodge Office.

Thank you for all you do to 
keep our Order strong.

Till next month
Fraternally 
Barbara

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
FROM THE OFFICE

The new system is working very nicely but I find 
that we still need a lot of phone numbers and 
emails.  Please forward this information to the 
Grand Lodge office so that our records can be 
updated and complete.

Financial Secretaries:  Please make sure that the 
beneficiaries are up to date on regular members!
Make sure that applications are completely filled 
out.  

Thank you.
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Mazzini
(http://www.giuseppemazzini.org) 
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
saljd55@cox.net
Las Vegas Lodge
www.sonsofitalylasvegas.com
sonsofitalylv@yahoo.com
Monterery Lodge
Facebook.com/Sons-of-Italy-
Monterey-Lodge
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Billini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
William Paca Lodge #1960
www.sonsofitalymountainview.org
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

365 Fund Raiser - Winners
Nov. 16-30
	 16	 $25.00	 Susan Cahan
	 17	 $25.00	 Pat Galli
	 18	 $25.00	 Alan Spano
	 19	 $25.00	 Sean Dankowski
	 20	 $25.00	 Susan Nudo
	 21	 $25.00	 Kristin Ridste
	 22	 $25.00	 Morey Gann
	 23	 $25.00	 Lawne Salvestrin
	 24	 $25.00	 Judie Buldo
	 25	 $25.00	 Lorenzo & Emilio Nunziati
	 26	 $25.00	 Joy Bruno
	 27	 $25.00	 Marilyn Vecchio
	 28	 $25.00	 Lizzy Simon
	 29	 $25.00	 Saddleback Valley Lodge
	 30	 $50.00	 Michaelynn Minicucci

Dec. 1-15
	 1	 $25.00	 Pamela Buldo
	 2	 $25.00	 Brian Caminada
	 3	 $25.00	 Frank Cuellar
	 4	 $25.00	 Margaret Ochs
	 5	 $25.00	 Jason Trigleth
	 6	 $25.00	 Cat Westorer
	 7	 $25.00	 Julian Danzo
	 8	 $25.00	 Paul Polo
	 9	 $25.00	 Evelyn Fox
	 10	 $25.00	 Watsonville Lodge
	 11	 $25.00	 Rookie the dog c/o Louises
	 12	 $25.00	 Roy Vanoni
	 13	 $25.00	 Watsonville Lodge
	 14	 $25.00	 John Salvestrin
	 15	 $25.00	 Ray Bini

Wishing All of You a Happy New Year 
From Past Grand Lodge Queen

Mary Lucido 2016-2018

SAVE THE DATE
Columbia Lodge #1940 75th Anniversary

&
Honoring National President 

Vera Ferrara Girolami

Saturday evening, April 6, 2019

Peninsula Italian American Social Club
100 North B Street

San Mateo

No Host cocktails 6 pm

Dinner 7 pm
Gold Country Lodge #2705 had our annual Christmas Dinner 
at Cascada’s in El Dorado Hills on Sunday, December 2nd. We 
had a fantastic turnout and have Jim and Barbara Silveira to 
thank for organizing and beautifully decorating for all to enjoy. 
Happy New Year from our lodge to yours!! 

Gold Country Lodge #2507
El Dorado Hills, CA

by Tami Welch

Bill Murphy & Lynn Lawrence-Murphy (Gold Country Lodge State 
Deputy), Barbara Silveira, Tami Welch, Jim Silveira, Bob Matranga.
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Sunday, Dec. 2nd at the 
Centinela Valley Lodge hall, 
the United Lodges had their 
annual Toys for Tots Christ-
mas Party.  After a brief meet-
ing, those attending enjoyed 
a delicious pasta and sausage 
dinner served by Centinela 
Valley Lodge. members An-
nette Porter and Mark Vaona.  
Rounding out the menu, a 
dessert of spumoni ice cream 
wedges and Italian cookies 
served by Michelle Lowinger 
and Edithe DiGiuro.  Cen-
tinela Valley lodge member 
Steve Guthrie was behind the 
bar.

President Carmine Baffo 
introduced MC for the After-
noon program, Gabe Dome-
nici..  Gabe introduced our 
honored guests, the Marines 
and presenting them with 
the toys.  Representing the 
Marines was Sergeant Luis 
Mendoza and Lance Corpo-
ral Anthony Williams.  Each 
spoke briefly and thanked 
our group for the generous 
donation of toys. 

Gabe introduced other 
dignitaries.  State officers 
present were State Orator 
Mark Vaona. State Financial 
Secretary Gabe Domenici, 
State Treasurer Al Trentini, 
State Head Trustee Pauline 
Richmond, State Trustees, 
south, Manny Finazzo and 
Carmine Baffo.  State com-
mittee chairperson, Andy 
Pampuro, Media and Il Le-
one and State Scholarship 
Rosemarie Vanderhaar.

Lodges attending were 
America, Anaheim, Centine-
la Valley, Desert Valley, Ha-
cienda, Joanne Coccia, Pug-
liese, Saddleback Valley and 
West End.  From the Enrico 
Caruso Lodge in Visalia was 
guest Doris Hildreth.

Before closing, Rosema-
rie Vanderhaar, chairperson, 
thanked everyone for coming 
and for the generous dona-
tion of toys.

She reminded everyone to 
Save the Date of Feb. 2, 2019 
for the Mass Installation/
Testimonial to State Officers, 
South.
                                  

United Lodges of Southern California
Toys for Tots Christmas Party

by Rosemarie Vanderhaar

Crystal Therapy
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M.

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

E-mail: stephencontrado@gmail.com

Since ancient times people 
have collected crystals. They 
believed crystals had magi-
cal powers. These rocks look 
like glass, and each type has 
an attractive color. Crystals 
are solids made of atoms ar-
ranged in a highly ordered 
microscopic structure. They 
were formed millions of years 
ago, and some are still form-
ing today. Some are formed 
when molten rocks rise from 
deep in the earth and cool.

 Because the sides of a 
crystal run in the same direc-
tion, light and electricity will 
travel through a crystal in 
one direction, but not in any 
other direction, like water can 
run through a pipe but not 
through the walls of a pipe. 
When crystals are stretched 
or squeezed they produce an 
electrical current that allows 
them to be used in radios and 
electrical equipment. 

Quartz is a common rock 
crystal. Grains of sand are 
crystals of quartz that have 
been battered so the edges 
have worn off.  The crystal 
ball that a fortune-teller gaz-
es into often is made of clear 
quartz. The diamond is a 
crystal used for engagements 
and weddings. Birthstones 
and gems are cut or polished 
crystals. 

Many people collect crys-
tals for their beauty. Other 
people collect crystals for the 
cleansing and healing prop-
erties they are believed to 
bring. Crystal therapy is not 
a science, but certain crystals 
are used to treat pains and 

sore body organs. Crystals 
are used to reduce stress and 
promote relaxation. They are 
said to balance emotions. 
They are used to clear nega-
tive energies from the home. 
And crystals are also used to 
facilitate mental clarity and 
higher awareness.

Many books are available 
for sale in bookshops or are 
on loan at libraries that ex-
plain crystal therapy. Vari-
ous cultures attribute healing 
powers to crystal. The Chi-
nese, for example, have tradi-
tionally favored jade. In some 
cases crystals may work in 
the same way as a placebo. 
Polished crystal stones are 
sold online, the size usually 
given in millimeters or inch-
es and the weight in grams or 
ounces.

Some experts who prac-
tice yoga say that the human 
body has vital centers called 
chakras, and they use col-
ored crystals to vitalize these 
centers. Here are the seven 
chakras of the human body 
and some stones assigned 
to them: Root Chakra  - red 
jasper, Sacral Chakra – car-
nelian, Solar Plexus Chakra 
- golden quartz, Heart Char-
ka - green aventurine, Throat 
Chakra – blue aventurine, 
Third Eye (Brow) Chakra – 
amethyst, and Crown Chakra 
- clear quartz. 

Large crystals are mount-
ed on wooden bases and dis-
played attractively at home 
or at work to inspire us and 
remind us of the wonders of 
nature. 

Polished crystal gemstones.

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
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It has been a very busy 
December.  We began with a 
luncheon for the Telephone 
Retirees.  Then the Children’s 
Christmas Party, which was 
ran by Junior Member Jor-
dan Zufall.  She had crafts for 
the kids, two face painters, a 
singer, lunch and a visit from 
Santa Claus (aka John Zu-
fall).  While we did not have 
as many kids as we expected, 
a great time was had by those 
in attendance.  
   Then that night we hosted 
the Redding Peace Officers 
Christmas Party.  During 
their party all of us there 
working gathered to thank 
them for all they did for our 
community during the Carr 
Fire.   That was followed the 
next Wednesday by a lun-
cheon for Sons in Retirement 
and then that Saturday the 
Shasta County Sheriff’s De-
partment Christmas Party. 
   During all that many of us 
were working shifts, ring-
ing bells for the Salvation 
Army.  Our Vice President 
John DiMatteo rang bells for 
18 straight hours in front of 
one door of Wal-Mart in com-
petition with the head of the 
local Salvation Army, Tim.  
John captured the title for 
most money raised in 2017, 
but this year Tim bested him 
by about $50.   John has rang 
bells for over 30 hours as of 
Dec. 18th.  Thanks to all those 
who participated.
     We held a cookie exchange 
at our December General 
Meeting after electing the 
final officers to fill the 2019-
2021 term.  We will have our 
installation of officers in Jan-
uary and will announce the 
officers then.  
   Our annual Crab Feed is 
coming on February 8th and 
9th.   Saturday is nearly sold 
out and Friday about half-
way.  This is one of our two 
largest events of the year so 
we need all hands available 
to help make it successful. 
     Our current president and 
president-elect will visit the 
Chico Vincenzo Bellini Lodge 
in January to present them 
with checks for their Camp 
Fire victims.  We are waiting 
to hear about Paradiso lodge.   
We are all praying for a fire-
free 2019 with those that lost 
homes having time to rebuild 
and recuperate.  
 Congratulations to the 
youngest Zufall, Kristiana.  
Along with her Father, Moth-
er, Sister and three brothers, 
she is now an alumni of UC 
Davis.  
     We at Shasta Lodge wish 
you all a wonderful new year.  

Shasta Lodge #2453
Redding, CA

by Caorle Dellaragione

 Vice President John DiMatteo is ringing bells for the Salvation Army.

Rob Rose dressed like an elf for our general meeting in December.

Andrew, Blake, Kristiana, Kaitlyn, and Adam Zufall, were all Junior 
Members of Shasta Lodge and are all graduates of UC Davis along 
with their dad Ron and mother Teresa,

Members working the Redding Peace Officers Christmas Party  giv-
ing a round of applause for the peace officers for their service to the 
community during the Carr Fire.

John Zufall (aka Santa Claus)  with daughter Jordan on right and wife 
Becky on left. 

Become a Sponsor 
of Il Leone!
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What a rousing success!

C. Colombo Lodge #1315 hosted the 9th annual Cucicdati 
Contest with a record-breaking crowd in attendance. Chaired 
by Pam Bustos, the event included not only a “cucidati bake 
off”, but an array of Italian pastries for sale, musicians playing 
traditional folk tunes, Tarantella dancers and prizes galore for 
the lucky winners. Members of the Italian Clubs of both Deer 
Valley and Freedom High Schools worked shifts at the event 
held at the Antioch Senior Center. Proceeds go to support the 
scholarship awards given out to local graduating seniors by the 
lodge.

Winners of the 2018 Cucidati Contest were 1st Place: Craig 
and Karen Billeci; 2nd Place: Wendy Aliotti; 3rd Place: Zelda 
LeFrak-Belleci. Guests had the opportunity to “blind taste” all 
the cucidati entries and vote for their favorite cookie Walking 
off with the People’s Choice Award was the brother and sister 
duo again: Craig and Karen Billeci.

C. Colombo Lodge #1315
Antioch, CA

by Zelda LeFrak-Belleci

Seen stepping up to buy tickets for food and drinks at the Cucidati 
Contest is C. Colombo member Vince Ferrante. Making change is the 
chair of the event Pam Bustos working the ticket table during the 
Sunday afternoon event.

Pam Bini, President of Beatrice Portinari Lodge, is stepping up to get 
refreshments and is being greeted by a costumed barmaid, otherwise 
known as Walaine Hankins, the Recording Secretary of C. Colombo 
Lodge.

Chair of the Cannoli Booth was Roseanne Ortland, pictured at the far 
right. The homemade pastries were a sell-out at the recent Cucidati 
Contest event hosted by C. Colombo Lodge. Assisting Roseanne were 
Tony Quesanda and Melanie Bruno.

Judges for the 2018 Cucidati 
Contest were sequestered in a 
private room to “blind taste” the 
Sicilian pastry and score al en-
tries for appearance, taste, texture 
and filling. The top 3 entries in 
the year’s competition for THE 
most delicious cucidati were lat-
er announced amidst thunderous 
applause. Handing this arduous 
task were Joe Cardinale, Russ Bel-
leci, Joe Sbranti, Arlene Nunziati 
and Cathy Aiello-Clark.

Winning over $200 in the50/50 raf-
fle was State President John Costa. 
When President Bill heard that the 
monies from the other half were being 
donated to victims of the Camp Fire 
that are members of Paradiso Lodge 
#2743,he graciously added back into 
donation all the cash he had jus won! 
Thank, John.

Grand Lodge dignitaries that stopped by to enjoy the food and 
festivities at the 9th Annual Cucidati Contest included Trustee 
Ray Bini, wife Pam Bini, First Lady Donna Lee Costa, State Pres-
ident John Costa and State First Vice President Arlene Nunziati. 
Pictured in costume is Joy Bruno who volunteered to help out C. 
Colombo Lodge by working the entry ticket table. Joy serves as 
Grand Lodge Chair of the Meucci Museum Committee.

The decorations led one to believe 
it was Thanksgiving at the Senior 
Center, but the mood and music was 
definitely Italy in Antioch! “E Com-
pare” was the song of choice as Joe 
Coniglio joined band members Joe 
Simone and Joe Miseli to entertain 
the guests at the Cucidati festivities 
on a Sunday afternoon in Novem-
ber.

Members from Freedom High School’s Ital-
ian Club worked the Bake Sales Tables at the 
Cucidati Contest event sponsored by C. Co-
lombo Lodge. Pictured above are Anjol Gre-
wats, Jessica Boyle and Katie Lucido. After 
finishing their shift at the Bake Sale Table, 
the trio joined the troupe of Tarentella danc-
ers.

BIG WINNERS ~ Chief Judge Cathy Aiello-Clark an-
nounced the winners of the cucidati bake off. A brother 
and sister duo walked off with the first-place prize. The 
team also captured the People’s Choice Award. The pic-
tured above are Craig and Karen Billeci holding their 
winning check and the People’s Choice prize.

Cont. on page 8
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
CHARLES SANT'AGATA
1945 N. Glen Alva Lane

Clovis, CA 93619
Phone: (559) 323-9523

 csantagata916@gmail.com
   

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
CARMINE BAFFO

19560 Rolling Greens Drive
Apple Valley, Ca 92308
Phone: 760-885-8256

carminnie@earthlink.net

C. Colombo 
cont. from page 7

Reaching back to ”the old country”, guests marked the map of Italy 
with a colorful pin to designated the region from which their family 
immigrated to the United States. Jose Mendez and Faith Montemay-
or, members of Deer Valley High School Italian Club, volunteered at 
the ancestry activity during the Cucidati Contest festivities.

It’s a family affair! Paul Belleci, chair of the Sfingi 
Booth, is seen tempting his godfather, John Buffo, to try 
some of these “Italian donuts”. Hot out of the pan and 
smothered in powdered sugar, the sfingi were a sell-out 
at the Cucidati Contest.

Paul Flores manned the pizzele griddle at the cucidati 
event held at the Senior Center in Antioch. Paul made 
a return engagement” as chef-extraordinaire this year 
turning out the waffle shaped cookies made-to-order as 
guests lined up at his booth.

Hanford Lodge #1543
by Jackie Giacomazzi

jackiegiacomazzi@gmail.com
Many thanks to Danny Dattola for helping to provide a “piz-

za party” for all to enjoy.  An enthusiastic crowd of adults and 
children alike welcomed Santa with singing “Jingle Bells” led 
by Annette Nicely.  Each child had a chance to sit on Santa’s lap 
and tell him his/her Christmas wishes, receive a gift and have 
pictures taken.  Egg nog, punch, cookies, pie and a table full of 
Christmas candies finished off the event.  As a special feature, 
pictures of our children through the past 10 years were posted 
on the walls of the hall.  (The older kids had a great time rem-
iniscing about the past).  Thanks, also, to Tony and Louise Te-
soriere, Chuck and Joyce Sant’Agata, Louise Silacci, and all the 
members who brought goodies for all to share.  Mille grazie!!!!   
At the January meeting, members will be treated to a Polenta 
Dinner provided by the Leone and Nardini families.  All are 
invited to attend.  Installation of our newly elected officers will 
be on the agenda.   Happy New Year to all!

SAVE THE DATE
Sacramento Lodge #1352

Annual Shrimp Feed
Saturday, November 2, 2019
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Petaluma Sons & Daughters of Italy

CRAB FEED
Lucchesi Park Community Center
320 N. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma

(2 blocks north of E. Washington St.)
Saturday February 9, 2019

Doors open at 5:00 pm
No-Host Cocktails at 5:01 pm

Dinner at 7 p.m.
Huge Basket Raffle & 50/50 Boards

All you can eat fresh Dungeness Cracked Crab
Salad,Pasta,Bread and Wine with dinner

Donation: $50
Advance ticket sales only

No Refunds

 Reserve by 1/26 2019 (you know we fillup fast)
For tickets call: Ernie Giono at 707-585-2928

or email: erng1624@aol.com or
Angelo Leone at 727-763-4626 or
Ann Albertoni at 707-763-4213

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto
Roma Lodge held their annual Christmas party on Decem-
ber 9th with over 100 members and guests present. Members 
and guests who attended the event were treated to a delicious 
Christmas dinner complete with ham, yams, rigatoni and a va-
riety of desserts made by members. Co-chairs for the event were 
Ken Curti and Cathy Mederos. Dennis Mederos (A.K.A. Santa) 
treated over 35 junior members with candy stuffed stocking 
prepared by Joann Beecher. Ben Curti, Charlie Pitigliano, Clint 
and Caleb Curti helped with the cooking and cleanup chores. 
Lodge members also brought numerous items to be given to 
the Tulare Lighthouse Rescue Mission.
Pam Sola, junior member activity chair, put on a wonderful 
talent show and Christmas program with the junior members. 
Roma Lodge President, David DePaoli and First Lady 
Giovanna DePaoli presided over the event as their last official 
duties prior to the installation of new officers in January.

The Vince Sola Family enjoying a great meal at the Roma Lodge 
Christmas Party.

Roma Lodge junior members present items to the Tulare Lighthouse 
Rescue Mission brought by members to the Christmas party.

Pam Sola, junior member chair, put on a great talent show with ju-
nior members at the Christmas Party.

Santa (A.K.A. Dennis Mederos) asks Kaitlyn Pinkerton what she 
wants for Christmas at the Roma Lodge Party.

Reproduced from the weekly "Mini Relax."
For a subscription "sies@siesnet.it"

Answers page 14
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Happy New Year, we hope 
that everyone made it 
through the holidays in good 
health and that 2019 will be 
prosperous for all the lodges 
and our Italian Heritage will 
flourish.  
“SAVE THE DATE” SUN-
DAY - MAY 5th, 2019.  ANA-
HEIM LODGE - 61TH AN-
NIVERSARY.
All lodges will be sent more 
information at the beginning 
of the year. Please remember 
that when you do your calen-
dars for 2019, that you keep it 
in mind to save this date for 
the Anaheim Lodge.  Mem-
bers of Anaheim Lodge will 
also receive information re-
garding the Anniversary.
SPECIAL REQUEST FOR 
AN ANAHEIM LODGE 
MEMBER:
Austin Aita a member and 
son of Charles Aita our Past 
President of Anaheim Lodge 
and nephew of Mariann Aita 
our current Vice President 
are requesting if you all can 
please pray for Austin.  Last 
February he was in a horrif-
ic motor cycle accident. He 
lost his arm and had many 
broken bones throughout his 
body. He also suffered trau-
matic head trauma. Austin 
has been in a Long Term Care 
facility every since. If you 
can, please pray for him, and 
if you can please send him a 
card. His father and aunt read 
all the cards to him. Here is 
the address:
Austin Aita,  Rm 119C
New Orange Hills
5017 E. Chapman Ave.
Orange, CA 92869
“WHAT WE HAVE BEEN 
DOING” 
Saturday December 15th, 
the Anaheim lodge hosted its 
Annual “CHRISTMAS PAR-
TY”
We had a wonderful Italian 
Dinner, Prepared by Mike 
Gutrie, David D’Ordine 
& David Lavazzari. Other 
kitchen help included Maria 
Copak and Fran D’Errico. 
The sauce was cooked by 
Sherry Monaco, her mother’s 
receipt. All the excellent and 
taste cookies were provided 
by our lodge members, and 
boy did we have a huge vari-
ety to choose from.  A terrific 
time visiting with old friends, 
and the arrival of Santa Claus 
for the young and old to en-
joy.  We played the annual 
“Right Family Game” which 
everyone always enjoys. 
“Our Annual Christmas Sto-
ry” read by Elizabeth Lavez-

zari (who is home from Col-
lege for the Holidays), and 
our past queen, and a mem-
ber since she was a baby, read 
a Christmas Story to the chil-
dren and Adults. Elizabeth 
has been reading a story ev-
ery year since 2006 when she 
was 6 year old.  Maria Copak 
our Financial Scretary, who 
can also crochet fantastic, 
made beautiful snowflakes. 
She makes them every year 
to pass out and this year she 
make 130 of them, see pic-
ture. Also she makes the hug 
pans of Biscotti for all our oc-
casions. Thank you Maria.
WHAT WE HAVE COMING 
UP: 
On Saturday January 12th, 
we will have a BUILD YOUR 
OWN PIZZA PARTY and 
Bingo.
What a better way to start the 
year the Italian way with Piz-
za. 
MEMBERS, WE NEED 
YOUR HELP AND IF YOU 
NEED OURS,
Remember we encourage you 
to attend and support our 
lodge... If you need a ride, 
call any officer and we will 
make arrangements for trans-
portation. If you have Italian 
and non Italian friends who 
wish to come to our events, 
please bring them and see 
what a fun time we have and 
very friendly members. Our 
lodge has always been fam-
ily oriented and we still en-
courage this standard in our 
lodge.  We all want our Ital-
ian Heritage to continue for 
generations to come.
IMPORTANT NOTICE, 
PLEASE NOTE DATES 
LISTED BELOW IN RE-
GARDS TO MEETINGS: 
The Anaheim Lodge has a 
new schedule for Officers 
meetings and General Meet-
ings. 
OFFICERS MEETINGS: 
(FEB.9, APRIL 3, JUNE 5, 
OCT. 2, DEC. 4,) held at the 
home of the D’Ordines
GENERAL MEETINGS: 
(JAN. 9, MAR.13, MAY 1, 
SEPT. 5, NOV.6,) held at 
Mama Cozza’s Restaurant 
on Ball Rd in Anaheim. There 
will be Pizza and salad for 
the meetings.
OTHER INFORMATION 
OF IMPORTANCE: Please 
read the La Stella for events 
information and other news 
regarding the Lodge. The 
Anaheim Lodge Calendar is 
posted in the La Stella every 
month for your convince. 

Anaheim Lodge #2076
Anaheim, CA

by Fran D’Errico, Recording Secretary

See the following Schedule of upcoming Dates. Mark your 
calendars:
January:	 Saturday 12th Pizza & Bingo
February:	  Saturday 9th  Event
March:		  Sunday 17th St. Joseph Table
April:		  Saturday ? -  Planning an outside function
May:		  Sunday 5th - 61st Anniversary Dinner
June:		  Grand Lodge Convention in Ontario, CA
July:		  Sunday TBA Lodge Annual Picnic
August:	To Be Advised of Date (Annual Angels Baseball Game)
God Bless those servicing and protecting our country and Ar-
rivederci until next time.
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NORTH TO ALASKA
This Raffle offered by: SONS & DAUGHTERS OF ITALY 

Ceare Battisti Lodge #1518 Petaluma,CA.

10 Day Round Trip Cruise for 2
 San Francisco to Juneau, Skagway, Glacier Bay, Sitka, 

Victoria, San Francisco. 
(Sitka is a very old Russian Colony)

CRUISE DATE: September 03, 2019
SHIP: Grand Princess, You get a very large

 BD Balcony for 2 (c703)

VALUE of $5,955   also ~~~> 
Includes Premier Beverage 
Package for 2, worth $1,380

Cost per ticket $20 – only 500 tickets will be sold

Winning ticket to be drawn on Feb. 9, 2019 at our
annual Crab Feed.

For tickets or information, contact:
Ernie Giono 707-585-2928 or email erng1624@aol.com

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING  
LETTER TO YOUR FAMILY: 

 
I’m sorry to have left you without  
making any final arrangements. 

   
The reason I didn’t do this  

when I had the chance was…  
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

The Italian Cemetery 
Stewards of Your Family’s Heritage Since 1899

ww.ItalianCemetery.com
650-755-1511

Rodolfo Valentino
Lodge #1449

Clovis, CA   
by Carole Watson, President; 

Lou Catallo, Historian; (559) 299-2205 lcatallo@aol.com

Last Month: We celebrated our Christmas Dinner with a good 
showing of our membership. It was our first all-snack and 
hoes-d’oeuvere get together ever. We also selected our officers 
and board members for the coming year. We will post the names 
and positions in our new membership list, due out next month.
Also, the United Lodges of the Central San Joaquin Valley 
(ULCSJV) met at Andiamo’s Restaurant with President Charles 
Sant’Agata presiding. Ten of our lodge members were there 
to represent us; honor guests were Edward Fanucci, the Ital-
ian Consul for the Fresno area (his law office is designated as 
an official Italian Consulate); Miss California, Anne Marie of 
Hanford; and Grand Lodge representatives Pauline Richmond, 
Louise Silacci, and Hazel Ann Christian. Our lodge was the 
sponsor for the dinner. Edward provided an informative de-
scription of the functions of his office, and the door prize win-
ner was one of our very own members. Buono Natales were 
liberally exchanged. Nominations for next years election were 
presented and accepted in preparation for the next meeting in 
March, 2019. All proceeds from these luncheons are contributed 
to the Valley Children’s Hospital in Madera.
The Problem with perfection is that you cannot fix it.
This Month, January 21: We begin our new year, so make sure 
Brian has your check for your 2019 dues. January is also a Pot 
Luck month. And, since everyone has now had their flu shots, 
I won’t have to remind anyone. If you catch a cold: stay warm 
and hydrated; it won’t cure it, but you will feel better.
Next Months: February 18 and March 18 will be our usual 
meetings, with Pot Luck; bring what you can; no other details 
yet. April 15 will be our Spring Fest Pasta Party, so nudge your 
family and friends now.
Months to Come: The next ULCSJV meeting will be March 10, 
2019. And, the Grand Lodge 2019 Convention will start June 26 
in Reno.
Do you have comments for our lodge members? Any Historical 
lodge photos? Let me know at my email address (above) and 
we can publish it in this column.     
Teddy Roosevelt warned that an uneducated man can steal 
from a rail car, but an educated man can steal the entire rail 
company. Improve your method of stealth by applying for our 
Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America scholarship(s). 
Contact Scholarship Chair, Isabel Ronzano, at (559) 297-0851, 
for information on this topic. The Scholarship Deadlines are: 
for Clovis Lodge, March 31, 2018; for California State Grand 
Lodge: March 01, 2018; and, for National Lodge the date is 
generally November to February of any year ($500 to $5,000 
awards). Go to https://www.osia.org/students/scholarships.
php) for grants/tours/studies information in Italy. These are 
great for any student on a budget or not.                               
Join Us: If you have friends or family that are looking for good 
fellowship and a place to hang out on the third Monday of each 
month, invite them to join you at our meetings, 6:30 PM, at No-
tre Dame Hall, 333 8th Street, at DeWitt Avenue.  We feature 
short meetings, great companionship, and superb food. Our 
web site is http://rodolfovalentinolodge.com/.  

ATTENTION 
PLEASE

Please make sure that articles 
are sent to debbie@sanddgraphics.
com. and cc Apampuro@comline.
com. I would also like articles sent 
in word to me and PDF to Andy if 
possible. 

We appreciate all your help.
Thank you,
Andy Pampuro
Debbie Ure
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Our Lodge has so much to 
be thankful for during 2018.  
Our membership is steadily 
growing and our members 
fill the meeting room each 
month to enjoy camaraderie, 
fun activities and scrump-
tious dinners. We are going 
to top off 2018 by making our 
way to Pasadena where we 
will help decorate a float that 
will proudly make its way 
down Colorado Blvd. during 
the Rose Parade.

On December 15th, we 
held our annual Christmas 
celebration.  This year 57 
of us celebrated with a lun-
cheon that included great 
food, music by Tony Ciarami-
taro, a silent auction, and an 
ugly sweater contest.  The 
event began with an invoca-
tion by Louise Pampuro who 
thanked God that President 
Hank Lowinger was back cel-
ebrating with us after a long 
illness.  Hank looked great 
even in his funny Christmas 
outfit.  There was so much 
laughter and joking about the 
silly outfits we were wearing.  
Our contest winners were 
given money awards.  Tony 
Marraccino, Al Schlappy and 
Bob Kelly tied for 4th place; 
Louise Pampuro and Andrea 
Pennino tied for 3rd place.  
Tim Herington won 2nd place 
and Bernie Neil was our first 
place winner with a sweater 
she decorated herself.  Our 
thanks to President Hank 
and First Lady Michelle for 
being such excellent judges.

Of course, Italians can’t 
get together without mu-
sic.  This year our Christmas 
sing-a-long included some 

Saddleback Valley Lodge #2566
Mission Viejo, CA

By Bernadine Liuzzi-Neil

great Italian songs Fanicu-
li Fanicula and C’e La Luna 
Mezz’o Mare that are not 
Christmas-oriented but got 
everyone singing, dancing 
and joining a congo line that 
snaked its way around the 
room ending in a circle dance 
that left us all exhausted.

Our silent auction was 
filled with wonderful items 
and our members bid gener-
ously.  The Lodge’s bank bal-
ance has gone up a bit thanks 
to all who participated.

Finally, special thanks 
must be extended to those 
who worked so hard to make 
this a special Christmas 
event.  Kerry Herington’s 
decorations were whimsical 
and very appropriate with 
blow up Santas, nutcrack-
ers, and animals. The room 
glittered in red, green and 
gold.  Kerry always comes 
through with great ideas.  
Pat Dito and First Lady Mi-
chelle Lowinger also volun-
teered a good deal of their 
time to help make our party 
a success.  Our Chairperson, 
Bernie Neil, could not have 
pulled it off without them.  
Of course, husbands Tim 
Herington, Pete Dito, Hank 
Lowinger and Al Schlappy 
were such great support to 
their ladies cheerfully fulfill-
ing their “Honey-do” lists 
especially in the set-up and 
clean-up departments.

Yes, we had a great year 
and are looking forward to 
an even better (Can you be-
lieve it?) 2019.  Felice Capo-
danno from the Saddleback 
Valley Lodge.

Some of the workers and committee people.

Winners of the ugly sweater contest. l/r Al Schlappy. Bob Kelly and 
Tony Marraccino.

Chairlady and ugly sweater winner Bernie Neil with First  Lady
Michelle Lowinger.

Tim and Kerry Herrington in their ugly outfits.

President Hank and First Lady  Michelle Lowinger.

Sacramento 
Lodge #1352

Sacramento, CA
by Pam Stewart

 
It’s already 2019 and look-

ing back, our lodge had an 
amazing year with lots of fun 
events!   Our biggest fundrais-
er, our Annual Shrimp Feed 
in October was a huge suc-
cess and raised over $3,000 
for our charities!  Thank you 
to all the members who at-
tended, donated raffle prizes, 
and worked the night of the 
event.  Immense gratitude to 
our President Dan Marinel-
li for chairing the event and 
our chefs Angie Smith and 
her son Michael Marinelli 
for the delicious spread of 
food.  Special thanks to Bar-
bara Alfidi, our Historian, 
for her beautiful display of 
Italian foods, books, dolls, re-
cords, and much more!  The 
food was enjoyed by all, and 
it was an entertaining night 
with the raffle prizes and 
dancing. 

Our November meet-
ing included a Thanksgiv-
ing feast prepared by chefs 
Dan Marinelli, Louie Lodi, 
and David Carboni.  Dinner 
was wonderful and an extra 
thank you to David Carboni 
for the cute Thanksgiving 
decorations and the delicious 
bags of biscotti he gracious-
ly gave every member to 
take home!  The “Ways and 
Means” drawing winner for 
November was Mary Lo-
pez and we recognized two 
members with anniversaries 
Barbara Alfidi with 39 years 
and David Carboni with 43 
years.  We held a fun raf-
fle and I even won a prize!  
The rest of the raffle prize 
winners were:  Shelia Mari-
nelli, Chris Campbell, Susan 
Dixon, Doran Daneri, Angie 
Smith, Rachel Inderbitzen, 
Evelyn Baroni, Blondie Lodi, 
and LaRay Macchiavelli.  
We ended the evening with 
elections for our lodge 2019 
officers.  Congratulations to 
everyone elected! 

I missed December’s 
Christmas Dinner celebra-
tion, but heard everyone 
had a great time, so I’ll have 
more information about that 
next month.  The final 2018, 
“Ways and Means” drawing 
winner for December was 
Louie Lodi.   Don’t forget to 
purchase a ticket or two for 
the 2019 drawings at the Jan-
uary meeting. 

Our next Dinner and 
Meeting will be on Wednes-
day, January 9th at 6:30 p.m.  
It will be a fun night of pizza, 
salad, dessert, and BINGO!
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BATTER CREW
Karen Carroll and her coveted Tom and Jerry batter recipe....
with the help of new member Leslie Fuller and Pres. Paul Grant.  
I understand they made 6 batches...it took all afternoon...all the 
more to appreciate  the finished product!  DELICIOUS!
LESLIE FULLER...WELCOME TO SOI
Leslie’s maternal Grandmother was from the hills of  Teveg-
gio  and the paternal side Grandmother from Genoa, Nonna 
Favalle,which made me gather Patrick over to talk with Leslie 
as the last names are  very similar but they are from different 
parts of Italy...? BACK STORY...Leslie says Brian Boitano the 
1988 Olympic Gold Medal Champion figure skater is related to 
their family.
FORTUITOUSLY
Gary Peter dropped by and assisted our cook John Berger in 
cooking our Christmas meal.
Some of you may remember Gary who was Produce Manager 
at Lucky’s for 38 years.  
Gary is also Chairman of Sonoma Valley Farmers Market...THE 
BEST PRODUCE... FRIDAY MORNINGS.
THE DOWDALL ‘S ON CHERIGIE ROAD
Gary’s Great Great Grandfather was with some of the first set-
tlers in Sonoma...the G. G. Grandfather played a flute and it 
was on display for years at the Sonoma Mission.
The Petaluma Creamery was est. in 1913 as a Co-op...Larry Pe-
ter (brother of Gary) purchased it in 2002..they have the Spring 
Hill Label Organics...Such amazing family roots...!
MIRACLE MAN
Gary had quite an event this past year with his heart stopping 
several times...he is quite lucky to be alive....says Gary, “things 
don’t bother me as much, not much else is important”  “Serving 
others”...his motto now!
REMEMBER DUOLINGO! (a free app)
“15 minutes on Duolingo will teach you a language....what will 
15 minutes on Instagram do?” (their slogan)
NEWLY RENOVATED KITCHEN...
It’s fresh...it will take a bit of adjusting! ...there is a plus side...
with all the new work...the drains will drain properly... Keep-
ing it on a positive note!
RESERVATIONS FOR JANUARY...2019
Happy hour 5
Dinner 6
CALL Karen Carroll  707-938-1295
DECEMBER WE COLLECTED FOR FISH
Friends In Sonoma Helping...
Ciao!

Valley of the Moon Lodge #1959
Sonoma, CA

by Susan Antonini-member at large
susanantoniniart@gmail.com

KITCHEN CREW   COOK JOHN BERGER  ….SUSAN AN-
TONINI….GARY PETER….

BATTER CREW    NEW MEM-
BER LESLIE FULLER

HEAD BATTER WITH COV-
ETED TOM AND JERRY 
BATTER RECIPE  …KAREN 
CARROLL
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PUZZLE ANSWERS

NEL RIMPIANGERNE LA PERDITA, CI ASSOCIAMO AL 

LUTTO ED AL DOLORE DEI LORO CONGIUNTI AI QUALI INVIAMO LE NOSTRE CONDOGLIANZE.

“NECROLOGIO”
Member’s Name	 Lodge	 Lodge 	
Evelyn Hintermann 	 Cornelia-Vita Nova 	 #1198
Bessie Lommori 	 Giuseppe Verdi	 #1441
Daisy Pagni	 Giuseppe Verdi	 #1441
Gerry Depaoli-Puccin	 Giuseppe Verdi	 #1441
Josie Britt 	 Giuseppe Verdi	 #1441
Susan Dimare 	 Giuseppe Verdi	 #1441
Stephen Chapman 	 Giuseppe Verdi	 #1441
Diane Chapman 	 Giuseppe Verdi	 #1441
Vince Vinella 	 Giuseppe Verdi	 #1441
David Rose 	 Giuseppe Mazzini	 #2011
David Rose 	 Giuseppe Mazzini	 #2011
Sandra Cimino-Cruz  	 Beatrice Portinari Lodge 	 #1626
Phyllis Clark   	 Beatrice Portinari Lodge 	 #1626
Rose Leonardi  	 Columbia lodge 	 #1940
Lena Giudici  	 Columbia lodge 	 #1940
Carolyn Caminada  	 Giuseppe Mazzini Lodge 	 #2011
Leo Agnoletti  	 Watsonville Lodge 	 #2011
Lavern Gabellini	 Napa Lodge	 #2043
Fred Keplinger	 Ukiah Lodge	 #2104
Ben Mical	 La Costa dei Fiori Lodge	 #2424
Fred Finazzo	 Joanne Coccia Lodge	 #2553
Russell Rogers Jr.	 Joanne Coccia Lodge	 #2523
		

Donations from California
Sadie Tamburine
Barbara Wisniewski
Al & Vera Girolami
Roy Vanoni
Michael DiGiuro
Gloria Garibaldi
Louise Tesoriere
Beatrice Portinari Lodge  $500.00 
Adriennne Escoe
Joanne Coccia Lodge $6000.00
Weed Lodge $1,500.00
Al Trentini
Gold Country Lodge $1,050.00
Fiore Pasquini, Napa 
C Colombo Lodge, Antioch $520.00
Izukda Fatal, Gardena
Lisa Hayes, Torrance 
Annette Porter, Torrance
St. Helena Lodge $500.00
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge $605.00
Salinas Lodge $600.00
Watsonville Lodge $1,500.00
Columbia Lodge #1940  $500.00
Sacramento Lodge  $500.00
Maria & Ugo Pignati
Bennie Pardini

Our brothers and sisters from the 
other states have been so gener-
ous.  I just deposited $8375.00 from 
them.
Genevieve & Patrick Picone  NY
Cherry Hill Enrico Fermi Lodge NJ
Anthony Agostinelli  RI
Dominick Giordano NY
Eileen & Richard DeVito MA
James Anzide NJ
Amici Lodge NJ  $250
Triangle Sons of Italy Lodge #2817  
$250
 OSIA NJ Foundation  $5,000.00
Dexter Oliver VA
Mark & Jan Hura  OH
Paul Polo Famuly $1,000.00  Ct
Fr. Adam Forno FL  $250.00
Fay Geegee PA  $500.00
Joann Arnold  MD
Gayle Del Grosso OR  $300.00
Dominic Rossi NJ
Joanne Strollo, PA
Ernest M. Strollo Lodge, PA
Frank D. Vitori Lodge OH
Joseph Sciame NY
Mark DeNunzio FL
Perry Como Lodge  FL  $250.00
Nancy DeGregory FL

California Fire Donations
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Winner Every
Day Raffle

1. 	 Purchase a Winner Every Day Raffle ticket 
for $30. If your lodge does not have any, you 
can order some through the Grand Lodge.

2. 	 Mail your ticket stub and check to the Grand 
Lodge of California, 5051 Mission St., San 
Francisco, CA  94112

3.  Once received, your ticket goes into the tick-
et drum.  

4. 	 Tickets are drawn every two weeks, until 
the end of 2017, one   ticket for each of those 
days.  If you are a winner, a check for $25. 
will be mailed to you.  Winners names are 
also listed in the most current issue of the Il 
Leone newspaper.

5. 	 Your ticket is put back into the drum for all 
future drawings.

6. 	 There are several days throughout the year 
that have a higher     dollar amount.   Those 
days are listed on the back of each ticket.

7. 	 Grand Prize of $1,000.00 will be given only if 
1000 tickets are sold and returned by Decem-
ber 21st, 2017. Or if 4500 tickets are sold the 
Grand Prize will become $15,000.  4500 tick-
ets are one ticket per each of our members!! 
Buy a ticket and become a big winner.

It’s that easy!! 
You have a great chance of winning 

more than one time!! 
And a chance at the Grand Prize!

Make checks payable to:
Grand Lodge of California      

If you have any other questions,
please contact

            The Grand Lodge of CA (415)586-1316
           E-mail: sonsofitalyca@aol.com

 

2019 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

“Sponsors” are members, lodges, or friends, who have generously contributed $25.00   (or 
more) per year to help pay for the cost of producing, printing, and the distribution of our “IL 
LEONE” Newspaper. For more information about becoming an “IL LEONE” Sponsor, contact 
Andy Pampuro, Editor, at (949) 855-4279, or our Grand Lodge Office at (415) 586-1316.

Abronzino Family
Josephine Agosta
Anaheim Lodge
Alice P. Bankhead
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
Zelda LeFrak Belleci 
Pamela Bini
Raymond Bini
Hilda Blay
Donna Branch
Rick Branch
Gianna Buldo
Judy Buldo
Susan Cahan
Mary Jane Cambria
David Carboni
In memory of Shirley Carboni
Karen Carroll
Mike Carroll
Al Chiechi 
Columbia Lodge
Columbo-Stella Lodge
Timothy Coragliotti
Regina Coragliotti
Cornelia Vita Nuova Lodge
Donna Lee Costa
John Costa
Marlene D. Cristanelli
Aldo G. DeRose
Pamela DeRose
Diablo Valley Lodge
Edithe DiGiuro
Michael DiGiuro
Rosemarie DiMaggio
Linda DePalma
Peter Dito
Patricia Dito
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
Gabe Domenici
Mardell Domenici 
Eureka Lodge
Manny Finazzo
Rev. Adam Forno
Steven Garnica
Gina Gallucci
Gloria Garibaldi
Andy Ginocchio 
Judge Al Girolami

Vera Girolami
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge
Gold Country Lodge
Hanford Lodge
Joanne Coccia Lodge
Mary LaBanca 
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
James Lamanna
Tina Lamanna
Joseph Lammore
Ronald Latteri
Janey Leonardich
Chris Lotito
Mary Lotito
Hank Lowinger 
Richard Luzzi
Norma Marcucci
Gianfranco Marin
Maria Marin
Romano Marchetti
Susan Colaneri Monell
Bill Murphy
Lynn Murphy
John Musante
Gabriele Musselli
Adeline Nettleton
Bernadine Neil
Northern Solano Lodge
Arlene Nunziati 
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
In Memory of
Rosemary Pampuro
Bennie Pardini
Florence Gurrieri Pardini
Andrea Pennino
Pignati, Maria
Pignati, Ugo
Annette Porter
Privitera Famly Charitable 
Foundation
Julie Querin 
Renaissance Lodge
Pam Ricci
Hugh Ricci
Stella Riccio
Tony Ricevuto
Pauline Richmond
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge

Joe Rossi
Glen Rushing
Melanie Rushing
Lucy Sacco
Sacramento Lodge
Saddleback Valley Lodge
Salinas Lodge
Louise Silacci
Shasta Lodge
The Silva Family
Rick Silveira
Sharon Silveira
Joseph Simile
Brianna Simon
Gary Smith
Sadie Tamburine
Sid Tamburine
John Tedesco
Pam Tedesco
Elaine Teixeira
Anthony Tesoriere
Louise Tesoriere
Jan Richmond Trigleth
Michael Turrini
Ukiah Lodge
Valley of the Moon Lodge
Roy Vanoni
Yvonne Vanoni
Marilyn Vecchio
Ukiah Lodge
Debbie Ure
Virgilio Lodge
Carol Watson
Watsonville Lodge
Ann Wendel
Dick Wentz
West End Lodge
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski 
Vita Zaccaria
Marco Zonni
Nina Zonni

Lodge Anniversaries
January
Weed 	 #1269	 1/6/24
Cesare Battisti	 #1518	 1/28/29
Virgilio	 #1586	 1/4/31
Beatrice Portinari	 #1626	 1/2/32
LasVegas	 #2158	 1/10/65
Northern solano	 #2534	 1/16/83

Congratulations!!!
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The spirit of Babbo Natale 
aka Santa Claus could be 
felt at our Saturday, Decem-
ber 15th Holiday Dinner. 
Christmas songs filled the 
air thanks to the amazing 
talent of The Spark’s Sisters. 
Their parents, Lee & Nancy, 
favored us with a song or 
two. Such a musically gifted 
family. Our Kitchen Crew has 
amazing culinary talent and 
a round of applause for John 
Costa, Glen Rushing, Rick 
& Donna and Steve & Lucy 
Branch. They cooked up a 
delicious feast of roast beef 
and ravioli....and some of us 
felt as stuffed as a Christmas 
stocking. Kudos to our serv-
ers lead by Donna Lee Costa 
and including Cody Taranti-
no, Sean Houston, and Kait-
lyn & Shelby Clemmons. At 
the Greeter’s Table smiling 
and taking your money were 
Jessica Ray and Pamela Bini. 
Pouring your libations was 
Ray Bini and selling those 
sometimes lucky raffle tickets 
were Melanie Rushing and 

Valejo Lodge
by Sharon Silveira 

Virgilio Treasurer Rick Branch and Beatrice President Pamela Bini 
present checks to Dr. Charles DeCarli.

Sharon Silveira. Buon Natale 
to all! 
Our Kitchen Queens, Mar-
lene Parr and Laverta Har-
ris, served up an outstand-
ing Tuesday night meeting 
dinner of Chicken Marsala, 
scalloped potatoes and green 
salad. They gifted everyone 
with cute and clever packag-
es of Snowman Soup. Chelle 
Castagnola assisted in the 
kitchen. Come join us on the 
2nd Tuesday of each month-
--but please call in your res-
ervation.
Bags and bags and bags of 
non-perishable food from our 
11th Annual Holiday Food 
Drive were given to Faith 
Food Fridays and to the St. 
Basil’s Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul. Thank you for your 
participation. 
Always a gratifying experi-
ence when the Vallejo Lodges 
visit UC Davis Alzheimer’s 
Research offices to present 
the funds raised from our 

yearly Wine Tasting & Silent 
Auction Event. This year 
we gathered at their Wal-
nut Creek facility and heard 
about their current research 
and focus on brain health. 
Check out their website for 
more information. In atten-
dance State President John 
Costa, State Trustee North 
Ray Bini, Beatrice President 
Pamela Bini, Rick & Donna 
Branch, Ruth Costa, Melanie 
Rushing, Patricia Rushing, 
Elaine Quillan, and Rick & 
Sharon Silveira. 
Looking into the future.....
Saturday, January 19th will 
be our Crab Feed and tickets 
are only $45.00 for adults and 
$20.00 for children. Reserva-
tions to Pamela Bini 567-2938 
or Chelle Castagnola 853-
0386. Door prizes. Raffle priz-
es. 50/50 Board. Social Time--
5 p.m. Dinner -- 6:30 p.m.

In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!


