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OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE 
GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA 
WHOSE JURISDICTION COVERS 

CALIFORNIA, NEVADA  AND 
KLAMATH COUNTY IN OREGON

DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY

IL LEONE
A Message From The

State President

State President
John Costa

State 1st Vice President
Barbara Wisniewski

State 2nd Vice President
Pauline Richmond State 3rd Vice President

Sadie Tamburine

Cont. on page 3Cont. on page 3 Cont. on page 3

 The forthcoming is news 
on the Grand Lodge Coun-
cil Virtual Meeting held on 
March 20, 2021.

 The meeting started at 
11:00 am. Roll Call of Offi-
cers, Pledge of Allegiance, 
and the Invocation was giv-
en. A reading and approval of 
the minutes for Saturday, Oc-
tober 10, 2020 Grand Council 
meeting. proceeded.

 Reports were given by 
each of the state Officers after 
the meeting was closed the 
meeting of the Western Foun-
dation was opened.   Reading 
and approval of the minutes 
for Saturday, October 10, 
2020 proceeded.

 The Western Foundation 
Committee Chairperson re-
ports were given.  The West-
ern Foundation Meeting was 
closed and then the Grand 
Lodge Committee Chairper-
sons Reports were continued.

 In brief, (not in order) the 
following items were dis-
cussed. There was Concern 
over declining memberships.  
The Order has dropped to 
3,300 members with the clos-
ing of five lodges during the 
past year. There will be no 
Royal Pageant at convention 
2021. It was reported the Feb-
ruary 2021 Fundraiser/raffle 
chaired by Mark Rossi Trust-
ee of the Western Foundation 
was successful with a gross 
of $5,805. and after expenses 
a Net of $4,270.  A Golf Tour-
nament is set for October 11, 
2021 in the South.  The Grand 
Lodge will have a one-day 
2021 Convention, to be held 
at the Grand Lodge Hall on 
June 26, 2021 with few coun-
cil members on site.  All oth-
ers to participate in the con-
vention online at home.  Two 
resolutions will be presented 
and acted upon at this year’s 
convention.  The first, resolu-

Communication!  I can’t 
think of anything more im-
portant to our Grand Lodge 
and Filial Lodges.  Without 
communication of real facts 
no one knows what is hap-
pening.  We need to go to 
the Grand Lodge if there are 
questions about the Grand 
Lodge activities.  We need to 
go to our Local Lodge Pres-
idents if we want real infor-
mation about the Local Lodg-
es.  

I am asking all our mem-
bers to reach out to their 
Grand Lodge Officers if they 
have questions.  We don’t 
have all the answers, but we 
can get them to you.  You 
don’t have to be a Lodge 
Officer to contact the Grand 
Lodge or Officers.  As mem-
bers, we at the Grand Lodge 
are elected by you, and are 
happy to share information.  
All our contact information is 
here in the Il Leone.

Is your Lodge meeting 
in person yet?  I hope all our 
Lodges are working on this.  
It can be outside, weather 
permitting, or inside if your 
county approves.  As Ital-
ian Americans or American 
Italians we need contact to 
be happy.  Why don ‘t I like 
texting?  Because I can’t hear 
the tone of your voice.  Why 
don’t I like the telephone?  
Because I can’t see your face 
when we are speaking.  Why 
don’t I like Zoom?  Because 
I can’t hug you, my Sisters 
and Brothers.   We need to 
get back to in person contact 
wherever and whenever it is 
safe to do so.

Next month we will have 
our Convention.  It will not 
be the same as in the past.  
But different is not bad.  It is 
just different, and we need to 
be flexible enough to move 
forward.  I hope to see many 
of you on Zoom.  If you have 

Happy Mother’s day to all the 
mothers.  I trust everyone is 
well.  Here’s a fun quiz for your 
enjoyment.  Answers are at the 
bottom, don’t cheat.
1.  What Italian composer penned 
the major work “The Four Sea-
sons”?
 a. Nino Rota
 b. Giuseppe Sarti
 c. Pietro Raimondi
 d. Antonio Vivaldi
2.  Which of the following Italian 
athletes won the Gold Boot at 
the 1982 World Cup of Soccer?
 a. Alex Zanardi
 b. Paolo Rossi
 c. Jarno Trulli
 d. Dino Zoff
3.  In Italy, what is associated 
with every day of the year?
 a. A Different Vegetable
 b. A Different Patron Saint
 c. A Different Animal
 d. A Different Fruit
4.  On what was the Italian econ-
omy based before the advent of 
World War II?
 a. Agriculture
 b. Industrial Resources
 c. Fisheries
 d. Gold Mining
5. Which of the following scien-
tists is a native of Italy?
 a. Galileo
 b. Dr. Strangelove
 c. Aristotle
 d. Einstein
6.  Who was the last of Rome’s 
“Five Good Emperors”?
 a. Nero
 b. Marcus Aurelius
 c. Caligula
 d. Hadrian
7.  As emperor, where did Hadri-
an travel?
 a. Persia
 b. China
 c. British Isles
 d. Turkey
8. In Italy, what does a gift of yel-
low flowers suggest?
 a. Jealousy
 b. Romance
 c. Bad Luck
 d. Hatred

I hope everyone had a 
wonderful Easter Sunday 
celebration, with families. We 
are getting closer to a normal 
lifestyle. But do we remem-
ber what normal is? I for one 
am more than ever thankful 
for family. Being happy with 
what you have. Enjoy spend-
ing time with your family. 
Slowing down and taking the 
time to smell the roses. 

We as a social organization 
are slowly making our ways 
back to having in person 
meetings and some simple 
fundraising events. Please 
listen to your county officials 
and follow the guidelines, 
this way we can socialize 
once again. 

 As I mentioned last month 
our State Convention will be 
done by “Zoom” this year. 
The date of our Conven-
tion will be June 26th 2021, 
Mark your calendars. Also a 
reminder this is an election 

year, if you or someone you 
know would like to run for a 
State office, please send a let-
ter of intent to our Recording 
Secretary.

 I would like to thank our 
three area Vice Presidents for 
their monthly notes that they 
send out to our Filial Lodge 
Presidents on what is hap-
pening up and down Cali-
fornia. Thank you, Barbara, 
Pauline and Sadie. 

 Our membership during 
this “pandemic” has been 
staying pretty steady, I was 
worried that a lot of lodges 
would have a considerable 
drop in membership.  So 
thank you everyone.

 The next Holiday coming 
is Mother’s day, I along with 
our First Lady, Donna Lee, 
would like to wish all of the 
mothers, Grand Mothers, 
Great Grandmothers & Great 
Great (just in case) a Happy 
Mother’s day. We all appre-
ciate all of you!! Lets’ us all 
celebrate safely. 

If your Lodge is using 
Zoom for your meetings 
please send me an invite to 
attend, I will try to log in 
when I can. As always feel 
free to contact me either by 
email or phone.  I have sat in 
on a couple and it was nice to 
see faces again. 

Hang in there everyone. 
Vaccines are being adminis-
tered. We are going to beat 
this, we are resilient.

  
 Stay safe and healthy!!   

Yours Fraternally 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS
FROM CALIFORNIA

GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA
5051 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94112 • Phone (415) 586-1316

CALIFORNIA NATIONAL 
DELEGATES

JOHN COSTA
LYNN

LAWRENCE-MURPHY
MARIA PIGNATI

ARLENE NUNZIATI
HON. AL GIROLAMI
WILLIAM MURPHY

SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE
PAULINE RICHMOND

BARBARA WISNIEWSKI

ALTERNATES
DONNA LEE COSTA 

JOY BRUNO

STATE ARBITERS
MARK ROSSI

PAM RICCI
JOSEPH SIMONE

ANNETTE PORTER
ANDY PAMPURO

Birth Defects Libraries
MARY LUCIDO

8304 Grinnell Way
Sacramento, CA

Ph: 925-783-6329
marylucido.1@gmail.com

Garibaldi Meucci Museum
JOY BRUNO

1778 Nephi Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone #: 707-422-3391
Cell #: 707-332-5623

Email: joy.b@comcast.net

ROY T. VANONI
(2003-2005)

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone & Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 916-540-6073.

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

State President
JOHN COSTA

1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-483-9604
Email: jc19632002@yahoo.

com
State First Vice President

BARBARA FUMOSA 
WISNIEWSKI

20987 Gunnison Ct.
Reno, NV 89508

Cell #: 201-874-5946
Email:  BarbReno1949@

aol.com

State Second Vice President
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone #: 559-592-5466
Cell #: 559-731-4035

Email: rteelee@aol.com

State Third Vice President
SADIE TAMBURINE

1925 Circle Park Lane
Encinites, CA 92024
Phone:760-274-6270

Email: sadieagos@gmail.
com

Immediate Past State Pres.
CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY  
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-943-0521 
Cell #: 707-694-8621
Fax #: 707-968-9709

Email:  clawrencemurphy@
gmail.com

State Orator
MARK VAONA
2802 Knode St.

Torrance, CA 90501
Cell #: 310-347-5648 

Email: Mvaona@gmail.
com

State Recording Secretary
LORI ROSSI

4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Cell #: 209-404-1883
Email: loriatthegrandlodge@

gmail.com

GRAND LODGE QUEEN
BRIANNA SIMON
1416 S GRAND ST
VISALIA, CA 93292

(559)-280-2357

State Financial Secretary
DAVID LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email:taxcpa4you@aol.com 

 State Treasurer
AL TRENTINI

25572 Saltwater Dr.
Dana Point, CA 92629-1508
Phone #: 949-240-8578

Cell #: 949-436-0242
Email: nicolomac@cox.net

State Trustee North
RAY BINI

128 Nalisty Dr.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Cell #: 707-688-3751
Email: Raymond.bini@

gmail.com
State Trustee North

BILL MURPHY
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone #: 707-963-0521
Email: petalumabill@

gmail.com
Cell:  707-299-0922
State Trustee Central

PAMELA BULDO
5820 W. Harter Ct. 
Visalia CA 93277
(559) 799-8697

pjbuldo@aol.com

State Trustee Central
MARYJANE CAMBRIA

2539 Back Bay Loop
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Cell #: 714-749-7777 

Phone #: 949-209-1921
Email: maryjane@mjcambria.

com
State Trustee South
MANNY FINAZZO

9093 Tangelo
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone #: 909-823-5161
Email:  EFinazzo@road-

runner.com.
State Trustee South
HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Cell #: 909-557-4585

Email: hanklowinger@
yahoo.com

Budget and Finance
    KAREN PEDRONCELLI

820 N Silvervale Dr.
Visalia, CA 93277
Ph: (559)786-2380

karen@pinecpas.com

Scholarship
Students to Italy Program

ROSEMARIE
VANDERHAAR

801 W. Duarte Rd. #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone #: 626-254-0449
Cell #: 626- 222-7768

Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Italian Language & Culture
MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI

268 Delmar Way
San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: 605-574-5786
Cell #: 414-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9329

Email: Abondnza@aol.com
Youth

BRIAN WATSON
4308 North Dewitt
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone #: 559-285-6934
Email:Pumbaa673@

yahoo.com
Social Justice

TONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone #: 702-896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Ritual and Protocol

DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave.
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-312-0795
Email:  2begrumpy@

gmail.com
Queen Contest

   EVA LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com

Media
ANDY PAMPURO

718 D Avenida Majorca
Laguna Woods, CA 92637

Phone #: 949-855-4279
Fax #: 949-206-0299
Cell #: 949-637-5477

Email: apampuro@comline.com

CONVENTION AND GRAND 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

COORNINATORS
LYNN LAWRENCE-MURPHY

LORI ROSSI
PAST

STATE PRESIDENTS

RALPH AGNELLO
(1993-1995)

226 N Carl Dr.
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone #: 559-627-3956
Email: alexgooddog1@gmail.com

Leadership
MARK ROSSI

4540 Saint Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534
Ph: (209) 404-0692

mercatoman1@gmail.com

Membership
NORTH

Louie Lodi
Phone #: 916-996-5634

Email: Louis.ciao4now@
gmail.com

CENTRAL
Steve Barra

Phone #: 559-974-2345

SOUTH
Bill Viverto

Phone #: (626) 261-2879
Email: bvrdo@aol.com

VERA GIROLAMI
Past National President
CAROLYN LAWRENCE-

MURPHY
National Trustee

MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
SOI Foundation Trustee
ARLENE M NUNZIATI
Alzheimer’s Committee 

Chair

Webmaster
ANNA M. GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558 
Phone #: 707-255-5242

Cell #: 707-287-5225
Email: osia.ca.webmaster@

gmail.com
Royal Court Of 

The Golden Lion

National/Medical Charities
MIKE CARROLL

P O Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone #: 707-938-1295
Email: mcarroll@pon.net

Hall Rental Manager
BARBARA MUSELLI

5051Mission St.
San Francico, CA 94112
Phone #: 415-742-9366

A monthly publication, except August, for the Grand Lodge of California, 
Order Sons of Italy in America, a fraternal, non-proffit organization.

5051 Mission St., San Francisco, Calif. 94112
Phone: (415) 586-1316 - Grand Lodge FAX (415) 586-4786

Deadline Date for all material - the 20th of the preceding month
Advertising Rates on request.

Andrew Pampuro, Editor
718 Avenida Majorca #D, Laguna Woods, CA 92637

Phone (949) 855-4279 • FAX (949) 206-0299
Subscription $20.00 per year. Publication paid by the members

Periodicals Postage Paid At San Francisco, CA 94119 and
At Additional Mailing Offices

POSTMASTER: Send Address Changes To: Il Leone
5051 Mission St., San Francisco, CA 94112

IL LEONE
 (USPS 257-300)

Grand Lodge of 
California Website 
OSIACA.org

CHAIRPERSONS OF
COMMITTEES

WESTERN FOUNDATION

Western Foundation     
ROY T. VANONI                             

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone/Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

Social Media
DONNA FERREIRA

2028 Hickory Ct.
Modesto, CA 95356

Phone #: 209-602-2056
donnaferreira@att.net

ATTENTION PLEASE
Please send all articles and photos to me. If you send them to Andy he has 
to then send them to me which can cause the paper to be delayed. You can 
also email me at debbie@sanddgraphics.com
Debbie Ure
22710 NE 88th St.
Vancouver, WA 98682  

I appreciate all your help.

CAV. MARIA FASSIO 
PIGNATI

(2009-2013)
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone #: 650-574-5786

Cell #: 415-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9349

Email: abondnza@aol.com
 

JOHN TEDESCO
(1999-2001)

18 Carvel Place
Sacramento, CA 95835-2012

Phone #: 916-419-6606
Fax #: 916-419-6626

Work #: 916-419-6646
Cell #: 916-207-1603

Email: tedescojt@aol.com

VERA FERRARA GIROLAMI
(2005-2007)

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-604-3149

Email: algvera@sbcglobal.net

Judiciary
HON. AL GIROLAMI

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-531-6553

Email: alveragiro@yahoo.com
Grand Lodge Building 
Grand Lodge Office

415-586-1316

Grand Lodge Queen Emeritus
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

13725 S. Tamarak Dr.
Plainfield, Il 60544

Phone #: 559-625-3115
Cell #: 559-786-8124

Email: gristd124@comcast.net

EMERITUS ROLL

 

SAVE THE DATE 
for our State Convention.
the date is June 26th 2021

more information to follow
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State First Vice President
Cont. from page 1

State Second Vice President
Cont. from page 1

State Third Vice President
Cont. from page 1

tion proposal is to reduce the 
number of delegates to two 
per lodge versus delegate 
numbers being determined 
by lodge membership. The 
second resolution propos-
es to have the State Grand 
Lodge of California Conven-
tion held every other year 
versus every year.  It was re-
ported that National will still 
have the NELA held on May 
28, 2021 on U-tube, with an 
Auction, with donations and 
more to come.  National Con-
vention Virtual meeting will 
be in August and extended to 
October 2021 in Florida.  Our 
next Grand Council Meeting 
will be held at the Double 
Tree in Napa, CA on Septem-
ber 20, & 21, 2021.  The Grand 
Council will be Honoring 
Past Grand Lodge President 
Lynn Lawrence Murphy. The 
financial reports were re-
viewed.

 Our State Recording Sec-
retary Lori Rossi read the list 
of members sent to her, in-
forming her of their intent to 
run for a State Office.

 I am looking forward and 
encourage many to connect 
and participate in the Grand 
Lodge of California State 
Convention on June 26, 2021 
on-line.

Fraternally yous 
   

any questions or concerns, 
please get them to your 
Grand Council beforehand so 
we can address them.  

I hope you all are having 
a happy Mothers’ Day.  My 
mom has been gone for a 
while, but this day gives me 
time to ponder all that she 
did for me, and to spend time 
with my own daughter and 
granddaughter.

Till next month
Fraternally
Barbara

9.  Which of the following science 
fiction writers is of Italian de-
scent?
 a. Valerio Evangelisti
 b. Anne Rice
 c. Dan Brown
 d. Stephen King
10.  Which of the following Ital-
ians is a Grand Prix race car 
driver?
 a. Jury Chechi
 b. Antonio Ascari
 c. Primo Carnera
 d. Loris Capirossi
11. Who was the first emperor of 
Rome?
 a. Cassius
 b. Pericles
 c. Octavian
 d. Julius Caesar
12.  What did Romans call the 
Colosseum?
 a. Circus Maximus
 b. Colosseum
 c. Flavian Amphitheatre
 d. Caesarian Colosseum
13. What does the Latin word pa-
ganus mean?
 a. Country Dweller
 b. Evil-Doer
 c. Non-Believer
 d. Atheist
14.  Emperor Constantine helped 
build Christian churches in all 
the following locations except 
which?
 a. Rome
 b. Alexandria
 c. Constantinople
 d. Jerusalem
15.  What was an arena in ancient 
Rome called?
 a. Circus
 b. Hippodrome
 c. Villa
 d. Velodrome
16.  What is the name of a famous 
Italian astronaut?
 a. Paolo Boi
 b. Lance Armstrong
 c. Alessandro Salvio
 d. Roberto Vittori
17.  What Italian metropolis has 
the largest population?
 a. Naples
 b. Turin
 c. Milan
 d. Rome
18.  Which of the following men 
was a famous Italian cartoonist?
 a. Jim Davis
 b. Mario Bava
 c. Hugo Pratt
 d. Victor Hugo
19.  What famous political scan-
dal rocked the country of Italy in 
the 1990’s?
 a. Clean Feet
 b. Dirty Feet
 c. Clean Hands
 d. Dirty Hands
20.  What Italian explorer ex-
plored the Mississippi Valley in 
America?
 a. Marco Polo
 b. Christopher Columbus
 c. James Madsen
 d. Henri De Tonti

 Advice from the WHO
The World Health Organization (WHO) website has instructive videos showing 
how to wear a mask. They advise cleaning hands both before putting the mask on 
and after taking it off, not touching the mask, making sure it fits properly with-
out gaps, and removing it by the ear loops while leaning forward and avoiding 
any contact with the front of the mask. They cover proper storage and cleaning 
of re-usable masks, and they remind viewers that the mask alone will not guar-
antee protection, and people must still follow social distancing and handwash-
ing recommendations. They explain that prolonged use of masks does not cause 
CO2 intoxication or oxygen deficiency. This has been tested; despite the fears of 
some in the public, blood oxygen and CO2 levels are not affected by wearing 
masks. Masks should not be worn while exercising, because sweating can make 
the mask wet, which can interfere with breathing and promote the growth of 
microorganisms.

WEAR A MASK AND REMEMBER
SOCIAL DISTANTING

ATTENTION!!
THE IL LEONE

 NEEDS YOUR HELP
As you know with lodges not being able to hold meetings or events it 
has also effected the Il Leone.
We are asking those who are willing to view the newspaper on the web-
site only to contact the Grand Lodge and have your name taken off the 
mailing list.
We are trying to save on both the number of newspapers to be printed 
and also the ones being mailed.
We would really appreciate anyone who is willing to view on the web-
site only.

Thank You

Barbara Wisniewski State 1st Vice President and Husband Ken

Wishing everyone a Happy Mother’s Day

Answers on page 4.
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: 559-592-5466
 rteelee@aol.com

   
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: 909-557-4585

hanklowinger@yahoo.com

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

1.d 2.b 3.b 4.a 5.a 6.b 7.c 8.a 
9.a 10.b 11.c 12.c 13.a 14.b 
15.a 16.d 17.c 18.c 19.c 20.d
Until next time.

Answers

Hard to believe four 
months of 2021 have passed 
us by with things starting to 
return to normal.  Our county 
(Solano) is close to achieving 
the state mandated Orange 
designation which will allow 
us to meet with some restric-
tions.  We are working on the 
necessary protocols so we 
will be ready when we get 
the OK to meet.  On April 
15th we held our zoom lodge 
meeting with 22 members 
in and a special guest, the 
Grand Lodge President John 
Costa in attendance.  Mark 
Rossi, our Immediate Past 
President led us in the Pledge 
of Allegiance, the invocation 
was presented by our Chap-
lain Dominic DiFabio and we 
opened the meeting just like 
the “old times”.   

In May have scheduled our 

Northern Solano Lodge #2534
Fairfield, CA

by Don Cradduck, President

first “Out to Lunch” gather-
ing since March 2020.  Each 
month members would get 
together at different restau-
rants for an enjoyable lunch 
and a chance to spend time 
with our brothers and sisters.  
With the help of Rory and 
Laure DeVincenzi-Nichols 
we are going to put on a Vir-
tual Dinner where members 
can join via zoom and to-
gether create a culinary meal 
together.  As always, wine is 
optional and encouraged!! 

Earlier this year our lodge 
was able to resume volun-
teering at our Local Food 
Bank sorting items to be 
distributed throughout our 
local community.  Joy Bruno 
Neubert has been tirelessly 
chairing this project for many 
years and does a wonderful 

Cesare Battisti 
Lodge #1518

Petaluma, CA
by Ernie Giono

Sisters and Brothers. Here we 
are still holding our own against 
this virus. By now, most people 
have been able to get their vac-
cinations or have appointments 
to get theirs. This is the way to 
end this virus. Please wear you 
mask when out and about, These 
actions put us on the right track.         
Spring has sprung (again) and 
I got three veggies planted this 
year. Far less than normal but all 
I really want this year.
    I am hoping that we will be 
able to have our monthly dinner 
meetings starting again by Au-
gust. The California Governor 
says he wants the state opened 
up by mid June. We shall see 
what happens in the next few 
weeks. I must admit I am hesi-
tant about that early date.
    Our new meeting place is wait-
ing for us. This hall holds 140 
people and has an additional 
eight big tables outside under a 
roof right near a swimming pool. 
Yes, you can socialize out there 
before the meeting.
    The opening of our new loca-
tion also depends on the owners 
and managers of this complex. 
They must agree on opening the 
meeting hall then we can sched-
ule a dinner/meeting.
    I hope this finds all of you 
well and ready to meet and greet 
again. I have not seen any of you 
in almost 14 months. I might not 
even recognize some of you...
    I will miss the in person SDOIA 
Convention again this year. I en-
joy seeing  all of the other lodge 
members from all over the state 
and giving hugs and hand shakes 
all around.
    I will be in touch with everyone 
with complete directions to this 
new location, as well as the new 
time and day when I get the final 
OK to meet again... Stay safe and 
remember to be kind to someone 
today and you will get kindness 
coming back to you tenfold.
    If anyone would like to write a 
article for Il Leone in the future, 
let me know. I welcome any of-
fers to help.
Ernie Giono

job.
Our scholarship chairper-

son Sue Cahan informed us 
that only one student applied 
for one of our scholarships 
this year.  The unused schol-
arships will roll over and if 
we are able to have our Co-
lumbus fundraising dinner, 
we could offer even more 
scholarships next year. 

We are also working of 
creating a Lodge Cook Book 
which will allow our mem-
bers to share their favorite 
family recipes with the em-
phasis on Italian food.  What 
could be better?  This will 
take a little time to create but 
the rewards will be worth the 
wait.

Ciao from Northern Solano 
Lodge #2534

SOCIAL MEDIA
Stay connected and follow the Grand Lodge on our social media 
platforms. Add us on Facebook at Order Sons and Daughters of Ita-
ly - Grand Lodge of California and follow us on Instagram @sonsof-
italy_ca. If your lodge is doing anything virtual (meetings, drive-th-
ru dinners, etc.) send us a picture and we would love to feature you! 
Furthermore, if you have any pictures engaging in any Italian cul-
ture-related activity like cooking, dancing, etc. please send them our 
way! We want to showcase our lodges and our incredible members, 
especially during this global pandemic. Lastly, let us know what 
you want to see more of on our social media profiles. We welcome 
your feedback! Please send all of your photos to: donnaferreira@att.
net
and marylucido.1@gmail.com. Thank you!
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Facebook.com/Order.Sons.of.Italy.Eureka
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
www.sonsofitalysandiego.org
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

Thomas Jefferson almost said, “Good luck is what you get 
after you do all the hard work to earn it”.

Italy has a population of 62 million people, of which 96 per-
cent are Italian. Dialects include: Sardinian, Friulian, Neapol-
itan, Sicilian, Ligurian, Piedmontese, Venetian and Calabrian 
& Milanese (in Milan). Other languages spoken include Alba-
nian, Bavarian, Catalan, Cimbrian, Corsican, Croatian, French, 
German, Greek, Slovenian and Walser.

The way things are going, we should all be meeting again in 
June (says our Governor Newsom), providing all is well with 
Notre Dame Hall. Our best effort would be spent in getting our 
vaccinations. As the media says, the best COVID vaccine is the 
one that is closest to your arm.

To pay help pay for extravagant weddings in Italy, the bride 
carries a satin bag called “la borsa”, in which guests will place 
small amounts of cash.

Rodolfo Valentino 
Lodge#1449

Clovis, CA   
by Carol Watson, President 

Lou Catallo, Historian

Roma Lodge #  1573
Tulare, CA

by President-Larry Dutto

The Pandemic Fallout!

It appears that the nation and California has turned the cor-
ner regarding the COVID-19 pandemic as government restric-
tions have been reduced.  Roma Lodge sits in the center of the 
state and has recently moved into the less restrictive orange 
tier for Tulare County.   Public venues can now have a 50% oc-
cupancy rate which means that Roma Lodge will be meeting 
again on May 3rd.  

History will record the number of deaths and health issues 
caused by the pandemic.  It may be some time before it is deter-
mined what affect the disease had on the educational and social 
development on our school children, families, workplaces, and 
the economy.  

Roma Lodge has not officially met since March of 2020.  It 
is difficult to carryon the work of an organization when all lo-
cal lodges depend on the most important tenet of the lodges, 
which is FRATERNITY.  Without monthly meetings it is diffi-
cult to move forward when you do not meet.  

Probably the biggest impact of the pandemic on the lodge 
was that we did not have any of our eligible junior members 
apply for lodge scholarships this year.  I looked back at our IL 
Leone article from last year and we had pictures and biogra-
phies of our eight Roma Lodge scholarship recipients.  

This phenomenon was not exclusive to Roma Lodge.  I have 
learned from several other college and non-profit scholarship 
programs that applications were down by over 50%.  So yes, the 
pandemic did have a devasting affect on our young people, to 
what extent we may not know for years to come.  So sad.  

Roma Lodge was unable to hold their planned 90th anniver-
sary celebration in April of 2020 because of the pandemic.  We 
plan to present our members celebrating five-year anniversa-
ries of membership at the May gathering.  

   5 Year Members
Gianna Daramy, Harper DePaoli

20 Year Members
Kylee Cleek, Clint Curti, Alex Galvan, Shaun Pedroncelli, 

Amanda Warren
25 Year Members

Jim Chavez, Kathy Chavez, Nicole Clark, Kathryn Cleek, 
Patrick Marinelli, Cathy Mederos, Dennis Mederos, Megan 

Mederos, Michael Mederos, Melissa Mederos-Semeos
 30 Year Members

Michael DePaoli, Larry Dutto, Tessa Hall
35 Year Member

Bill Benedetti
45 Year Members

Ken Bertorelli, Karen Pedroncelli, Bruce Smith
55 Year Members

Clarence Costa, John Greco and Maryann Luis
65 Year Members

Carole Burner, Janet Cabral, Johnnie Kaye Costa, 
Betty Pratt, Lorraine Cleek, George Rinaldi

85 Year Member
Joe Signorelli

Roma Lodge members were saddened by the passing of Linda 
Berra on April 17th.  Linda along with husband Dr. Albert Berra 
are 49-year members of the Porterville Lodge #1596 prior to 
its closure and their membership moved to Roma Lodge.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with the Berra Family.   
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Mushrooms
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M. 

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

© 2019 Stephen Contrado
Cell Phone: (741) 242-0053

Mushrooms are amazing 
little things. They crop up not 
only on dinner tables but also 
in literature and art. There are 
hundreds of  kinds of mush-
rooms, and they have many 
popular names, such as inky 
cap, horn of plenty, witch’s 
butter, Gypsy mushroom, 
and parasol. They got their 
odd names from their partic-
ular shapes and colors.

Only experts should gath-
er wild mushrooms for food 
because many kinds are 
poisonous. And there is no 
safe rule for choosing wild 
mushrooms to eat. Poisonous 
mushrooms are called toad-
stools.

Mushrooms are not like 
other plants. They don’t 
have roots, leaves, flowers, 
or seeds. While green plants 
make food from the sun, 
mushrooms get theirs from 
living plants or decaying 
materials in the soil. Many 
mushrooms grow best in 
shady damp places. Others 
grow in grassy meadows 
and gardens, popping up on 
damp, warm days as if by 
magic. Mushrooms grow in 
woods, even under logs and 
stones.

Under the ground, mush-
rooms send out threadlike 
fibers called mycelium. New 
mushrooms spring up from 
the mycelium. Tiny mush-
rooms are called buttons. 

Some mushrooms are beau-
tiful. Some are white; others 
are black. Some are pink, and 
there are rare blue and pur-
ple ones. Under the umbrel-
la-like cap of the meadow 
mushroom hang pink gills 
that look like tiny curtains. 
As the mushroom grows the 
pink gills turn brown.  

Mushrooms and other 
fungi reproduce by means of 
spores. A single mushroom 
can have thousands of spores. 
Spores are so tiny they look 
like dust. One kind of mush-
room is commonly known 
as a “puffball” because of its 
rounded shape and because 
spores puff out of it in a cloud 
that looks like smoke. One 
large puffball can have tril-
lions of spores in it.

Some people raise and 
sell mushrooms. They plant 
mushroom mycelium in beds 
of rich, moist, warm soil. 
They have grown their mush-
rooms in cellars and even in 
abandoned mines. Our an-
cestors ate mushrooms thou-
sands of years ago. The an-
cient Greeks and the Romans 
were fond of eating mush-
rooms. 

Mushrooms are a deli-
cious food. They are even 
consumed instead of meat, 
but they are not as nutritious 
as meat. They are consumed 
with meat, with eggs, with 
vegetables, in soups, in sauc-
es, and in salads. 

Large Portobello Mushroom (Wiakipedia)

2020 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

Alice Bakhead 
Beatrice Portinari Lodge 
Pam Bini
Ray Bini 
Donna Branch
Rick Branch
David Carboni
Karen Carroll
Michael Carroll
Columbia Lodge
John Costa
Donna Lee Costa
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge
Edith DiGiuro
Michael DiGiuro
Diablo Valley Lodge
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
Gabe Domenici
Manny Finazzo
Father Adam Forno
Gloria Garibaldi
Andy Ginocchio
Gwen Ginocchio
Grand Lodge of California
Joanne Coccia Lodge
Ron and Ashley Latteri
   In Memory of 

Please support the Il Leone and become a sponsor.

   Father John Mallow 
Ron and Ashley Latteri
   In Memory of
   Mirella Daria Brattessani
Zelda LeFrak-Belleci
Janey Malatesta Leonardich
Hank Lowinger
   In Memory of Sandra Daniels 
Richard Luzzi 
Debi Mistretta
Mick Mistretta
Giovanna Michalski
Bill Murphy
Lynn Murphy
Michael Navone
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
Bennie Pardini
Maria Fassio Pignati
Ugo Pignati
Annette Porter
Privitera Family
     Charitable Foundation
Phil Privitera
Pugliese Lodge
Pauline Richmond 
Hugh Ricci

Pam Ricci
Al  Rossi
Lillian Rossi
Lucille Seibel
Ted Seibel
Rick Silveira
Sharon Silveira
Shasta Lodge
Hugh Ricci
Pam Ricci
Elaine Teixeira
Anthony Tesoriere
Louise Tesoriere
Jan Trigleth
Michael S. Turrini
Debbie Ure
Valley of the Moon Lodge
Roy T. Vanoni
Marilyn Vecchio
Watsonville Lodge 
West End Lodge
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski
Mario Zonni
Nina Zonni
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To all members of the California
Grand Lodge of the Order Sons and
Daughters of Italy in America.
I am running for President of our
Grand Lodge for the term 2021
through 2023. Please reach out to me
with any questions you may have on
my qualifications or to submit any
suggestions on moving forward.

Faternally, Barbara

In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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I'm an Italian American
I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 

Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.
I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 

My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 
My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of Dante, and 

the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of Illinois, colo-
nizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of

man was written into the Bill of Rights.
I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.
I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.

I am Alessandro Malaspina.
I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.

I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,

I am John Basilone of New Jersey.
I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 

and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,

the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.

I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has dedicated 

me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it.

I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.


