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OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE 
GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA 
WHOSE JURISDICTION COVERS 

CALIFORNIA, NEVADA  AND 
KLAMATH COUNTY IN OREGON

DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY

IL LEONE
A Message From The

State President

State President
John Costa

19th Annual Sons of Italy 
Western Foundation

California Golf Classic
by Michael Colletti Smith

Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
California Western Foundation Golf Chairman

Worthy State President 
Grand Council Members 
and State Delegates,

We are pleased to report 
our 19th annual California 
Golf Classic was very suc-
cessful.

Although we only had 
64 players, we had a great 
turnout for the dinner and 
auction.

Our day started with 
our frozen meatball putting 
contest and I am happy to 
report Roy Vanoni’s son Bri-
an Vanoni from Sacramento 
sunk the putt and won the 
$170.00 golf driver.

The event was broadcast-
ed on the local news station 
in Chico.

A great lunch was 
cooked and served and do-
nated by Recology, consist-
ing of peppers, onions and 
sausage along with home 
made pesto and pasta, salad 
and bread. Each player was 
given a bottle of local fresh 
pressed olive oil as a gift.

Everyone had a great 
day on the links at the beau-
tiful Canyon Oaks Country 
Club golf course.

Canyon Oaks did a great 
job working with us, and I 
thank them for a great out-
ing.

Dinner was served after 
golf in the dining room con-
sisting of chicken piccata, 
seasoned tri-tip, potatoes, 
salad, bread and canollis for 
dessert.

Raffle and live auction 
was very successful and fun. 
Total funds raised this year 
was over $10,300.00.

I want to especially thank 
our worthy State President 
John Costa for joining us 
again as he has for the past 
15 plus years along with 
Roy Vanoni Western Foun-
dation CAO.

Many thanks to Sons of 
Italy players from North-
ern California lodges, Rick 
Branch, Donna Branch, Lou-
ie Lodi, Fred Asche, Sal Ma-
casib, Ray Bini, Gary Smith, 
Dominic Sanfalipo, Antho-
ny Sanfalipo.

Rich Branch looks on as the salami gets auctioned off.

Mike Colletti Smith auctions off items as President John looks on.

Past President of Chico lodge Gary Smith, Jonny Kole, President Chi-
co lodge Mike Colletti Smith, Rich Bernier, Sponsor from Los Angeles.

Cont. on pg. 14

First let me start by 
wishing everyone a belated 
Happy Thanksgiving to all 
of you, I hope everyone had 
a wonderful time spending 
the holiday with family and 
friends. Sometimes I get 
thrown off schedule as to 
when my article is due and 
what holidays are coming.  
With that, now the holi-
day season is in full force, 
Christmas carols are being 
played in the stores, deco-
rations are going up. You 
might even have time to get 
on the good list, unless you 
like being on the naughty 
list.

The first part of Novem-
ber I along with the First 
Lady Donna Lee, went to 
our happiest place on earth 
for the super heroes half 
marathon weekend, where 
I participated in the 5K race, 
then supported Donna Lee 
as she did 10K on Saturday 
and then the half marathon 
on Sunday for a total of 19.3 
miles. I was winded just 
waiting and watching these 
people run.

Upon our return I had 
the privilege of being the  
first male State President to 
attend the Beatrice Portinari 
Lodge meeting, not event 
but meeting, since this is the 
only “women’s only” lodge 
left. I had a great time; Pres-
ident Pam conducted a su-
per meeting. 

November has been a 
busy month eating Polen-
ta.  The Vallejo Lodges did a 
wonderful job serving over 
200 people, Great job Mar-
lene, Bert, Tim and your 
crew; I know I ate my fair 
share. But I guess I needed 

some more because the very 
next day it was off to Ukiah 
for their Polenta F.eed, an-
other packed house. Great 
job to President Gary and 
your crew. After enjoying 
the holiday with family, it 
was now time for Christ-
mas parties. 

On December 1st,  I 
was able to take the Grand 
Lodge office staff to lunch 
for the Christmas holidays 
as a thank you for the past 
years work they have ac-
complished.  I am also look-
ing forward to being a judge 
at C. Colombo Lodge cucci-
dati cookie  contest, I have 
been asked n the past to be 
a judge but dates conflicted 
so looking forward to it this 
year, “GOT MILK”.

Our membership pro-
gram is almost ready to go, 
all the data is input or the 
last of it is being done, This 
is a long time coming and 
fingers crossed it will be 
live at the first of the year.

Speaking of member-
ship this is something we 
all need to work on, just 
think I each lodge brought 
in one member we would 
have 50 new members, but 
if each person brought in 
one person we would have 
4000 new members, I don’t 
expect this but let’s try and 
increase our membership.

We once again will be 
having the 365 winner ev-
eryday raffle ticket; they 
make a great Christmas 
present or stocking stuffer. 
So contact the Grand Lodge 
to get your tickets or any 
State officer will have them 
also, many lodges have 
been winning, and winning 
multiple times, how about 
every lodge buys one for 
their lodges.

In closing First Lady 
Donna Lee and I would like 
to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Prosperous 
New Year to all of you and 
your families. Buon Natale 
and Felice Anno Nuovo.  
(And for my Norwegian 
half, god jul)

Ciao till next month!
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From the
Editor’s Desk

by Andy Pampuro
apampuro@comline.com
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FROM CALIFORNIA
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Garibaldi Meucci Museum
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I must apologize to all 
the lodges listed in the Il Le-
one in the lodge directory. 
Last month. The directory 
was completely all wrong. 
It was so bad it was embar-
rassing to me and Debbie. If 
you look at the September 
issue the lodge directory 
was right from beginning 
to the end. What happened 
last month is something nei-
ther Debbie nor can explain. 
When I proof the paper be-
fore it goes to the press i 
guess I take it for granted 
that the lodge directory is 
always the same. But ….. I 
guess I was wrong. Debbie 

and I are trying to figure 
out what happened that for 
the month of November the 
directory was all screwed 
up. Debbie is going to go 
through her files and get 
rid of any other directories 
she may have and I prom-
ise I will check it out each 
month that I proof the pa-
per. You know what they 
say … S_____ happens and 
when it does I can expect to 
get a lot of irate phone calls 
which I have. Again we are 
so sorry that this happened.

In spite of all this Debbie, 
Louise and I wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a 

very Happy New Year. May 
2018 be a good year for us 
all. 2017 wasn’t a very good 
year for us. First our daugh-
ter passed away, then Lou-
ise fell and fractured her 
wrist, then I broke out with 
the shingles and was in ter-
rible pain and finally some 
woman rear ended Louise 
a block and a half from our 
home totaling out our car 
which meant I had to buy a 
new car. We are waiting for 
the other shoe to drop be-
fore the ball drops on Times 
Square New Year’s Eve.
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News from 
the Central
by Arlene Nunziati

State 1st Vice President

News from the South
by Sadie Tamburine

State 2nd Vice President

News from the North
by Barbara Wisniewski
State 3rd Vice President

Lodge Anniversaries
December
Giuseppe Mazzini #2011 12/10/50

Congratulations!!!

I trust everyone had a 
perfect Thanksgiving with 
family and friends. Congrat-
ulations to Saddleback Valley 
Lodge for their 37th Anniver-
sary, to their Honoree, State 
Treasurer, Al Trentini for his 
many years of service to his 
Lodge and the Grand Lodge. 
Congratulations to the Amer-
ica Lodge on their 86th Anni-
versary, to Honoree Annette 
Porter, President of Centinel-
la Valley Lodge for her ded-
ication and passion for the 
organization.

It is the time of the year 
for Christmas parties and 
holiday cheer. May you all 
have a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy, Healthy, Prosper-
ous New Year.

The bi-annual Humani-
tarian Gala will be celebrated 
in the South on September 
22, 2018. SAVE THE DATE. 
Let’s make 2018 one of the 
most successful galas we 
have had. With everyone’s 
support I know it will be.

Now for some Italian triv-
ia.

The king of swing Mi-
chael Bublé started a sell-out 

tour of his new homeland in 
Padua on Friday, after he re-
cently gained Italian citizen-
ship. At the pre-tour press 
conference the crooner from 
Vancouver flashed the new 
passport - issued on Octo-
ber 21 - which means he now 
has dual Italian-Canadian 
nationality. The singer was 
eligible for Italian citizen-
ship thanks to his grandfa-
ther Demetrio Santaga’, who 
comes from the village of 
Preganziol, which is some 
40km away from this north-
ern town.

He puts his success down 
to his Italian roots. “If I’m here 
today and if I’ve achieved 
what I have, I owe it to my 
grandpa, who is Italian,” he 
said. “My grandpa paid for 
my music lessons and helped 
me discover the music that 
he loved.” Bublé’s gigs in the 
Bel Paese are part of a Euro-
pean tour to promote his new 
live CD, Caught in the Act. It 
features a duet of You’ll Nev-
er Find Another Love Like 
Mine with Italian pop sensa-
tion Laura Pausini.

At the press conference 
Bublé confessed that he is not 
a great lover of live albums. 
“I had to choose between a 
Christmas record, a home-
made blue movie or a live 
CD, so I went for the latter,” 
he quipped. “I prefer to have 
a direct relationship with the 
public. In fact, by the end 
of the year I’ll have done 
around 300 concerts.”

Keep negating the lies 
that are being spread about 
Christopher Columbus.

Until next year.

Since my last article I 
have been flying from one 
state to another!

I traveled to Washington, 
DC and Virginia with Na-
tional President Vera where I 
was a chaperone at the Youth 
Summit. It was a great event 
and the eleven youths all 
thoroughly enjoyed them-
selves,  We were fortunate 
to have three of our students  
join the summit; Elizabeth 
Lavezzari, Mary Lucido and 
Carlos Pujol.

The first day started off 
badly with our leader Kathy 
Drummond falling and need-
ing hip surgery.  Thankfully 
she is fine and recuperating.   
She was missed and had 
done a great job of planning.

We traveled all around 
the Capital, National Mall, 
Superior Court and visited 
the monuments.  They saw 
the National Lodge and din-
ner was at Buca di Beppo.  
They finished the evening 
with games.

The next day was full of 
dignatory presentations and 
Italian lessons.  Pizza party 
that evening with an Italian 
movie.

Earlier in the week, Vera 
and I visited the National 
office and met with the Am-
bassador to Italy, Armando 
Varricchio, who was very 
concerned about the fires and 
victims in the Napa Valley.

Our Columbus Day com-
mittee wrap up dinner was 
great and this year was one 
of the most successful years 
to date.

A meeting of the CIAO 
Marketing Committee was 
held and a website has been 
formatted to publicize events 
from all organizations.

I spent a very cold but 
great weekend in Madison, 
Wisconsin visiting Grandson 
Emilio.  It’s a beautiful cam-
pus with an “iced over” lake!  
I was very fortunate to see 
Wisconsin win their football 
game and cinch their divi-
sion.

And while I was gone, the 
49ers won their first game!

Vera and I were initiated 
into the PIASC.  What a won-
derful group of people.

One of the lodges from 
New York called the Grand 
Lodge and will be having 
a new banner made for the 
Santa Rosa Lodge.  The orig-
inal was lost in the fire.  Now 
that is true fraternity.

Hope everyone had a 
lovely Thanksgiving and 
didn’t eat too much.  Christ-
mas is almost here! Now 
starts the hectic times!

Ciao for now.   

I want to wish all my sis-
ters and brothers and their 
families a happy and holy 
Christmas and a healthy 
New Year.  

I just came back over 
the mountain from my first 
outing since my surgery.  I 
am feeling wonderful and 
was thrilled to see snow in 
the passes.  I always hope it 
stays there and doesn’t come 
down to the valley floor here 
in Reno.  For those of us who 
live in areas where snow 
falls, it’s nice for a little while 
but I’m always happy to see 
it go!

I was able to visit Gold 
Country Lodge and initiate 
eight new members.  We had 
an early Thanksgiving pot 
luck and each dish was better 
than the one before.  Thank 
you   President Anthony 
Scotch and all my sisters and 
brothers for making us feel so 
welcomed.

The next day my hus-
band Ken and I were invited 
to the Roseville Lodge board 
meeting.  It was good to see 
business taken care of so ef-
ficiently.  I believe that Presi-
dent Marlene Cristanelli will 
be moving forward with this 
Lodge in the new year.   Dep-
uty Roy and myself will be 
available to assist in any way 

needed.  I would like to thank 
sister Yvonne and brother 
Roy Vanoni for allowing me 
and Ken to stay in their home 
during this visit.

Next stop was Northern 
Salano Lodge.  It was won-
derful to see old friends and 
make new ones.  President 
Don Cradduck and all the 
officers, sisters and brothers 
made us feel so welcomed.  
While there I was honored, 
along with State Deputy, 
Louie Lodi, to assist in the 
initiation of four new mem-
bers. The kitchen crew in-
cluded our State Recording 
secretary, Lori Rossi, and her 
family.  Dinner was delicious 
with an amazing dessert.  I 
would like to thank Sister 
Joy Bruno for putting us up 
during that visit.

The next stop was Vallejo, 
Beatrice Portinari and Virgil-
io Lodges.  Ken and I attend-
ed their polenta feed and I 
could have eaten polenta all 
evening long.  It was cooked 
to perfection!  So many Lodg-
es represented at the fund-
raiser.  It was great to see the 
support of sister lodges. 

During my trip, I was so 
very happy and proud to note 
that our Lodges were utiliz-
ing correct protocol during 
our meetings and rituals.  If 
you have any questions on 
protocol please read your 
Ritual and Protocol book, ask 
a state officer, or contact the 
Grand Lodge.  We all have 
copies of the book and have 
participated in most of the 
rituals.

Remember, the rituals 
are something that unite us.  
We can go to any Lodge in 
the nation and feel at home 
during the meetings and ritu-
als because we all follow the 
same process.  

Till next month…
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Visit with Ambassador 
to Italy

Vera Girolami and Ambassador Armando Varricchio.

Vera Girolami, Ambassador Armando Varricchio and Arlene Nunziati.

OCT 16: Los Angeles I 
made a presentation of a Cer-
tificate of Appreciation on 
behalf of the National Lodge 
Order Sons and Daughters 
in America to Los Angeles 
City Councilman  from Long 
Beach Joe Buscaino at the 
October 12th Heritage Day 
celebration held in the City 
Hall at a dinner attended by 
300 or more L’Italo Ameri-
cans upon the invitation of 
brother Joe who carried the 
fight in City Hall with other 
Councilman to preserve Co-
lumbus Day. Although this 

Italian Heritage Day
Los Angeles  

effort failed in brought to-
gether members of the entire 
Italian community thus gain-
ing solidarity. The Council in 
doing away with Columbus 
Day established Italian Heri-
tage Day and month. I trust 
that the Sons and Daughters 
of Italy thru its Commission 
for Social Justice will make 
this information available.

Please note I was person-
ally interviewed by the Ital-
ian Broadcasting Network 
RAI’ and the interview has 
been distributed.

Frank at MIC LA CITY Hall Italian Heritage Day 

Frank with Joe Buscaino Italian Heritage Month.

Modesto 
Lodge #2021

Modesto, CA
by Antonella Turchetti

Italians are notorious 
for being polemic, speak-
ing their minds, and loving 
to ignite discussions on ev-
ery possible topic, not just 
politics! So, as a citizen of 
The Boot, I am not immune 
from this “disease” that is 
bringing me today to write 
on these pages. Money is 
one of the hottest issues for 
our lodges: we always look 
for ways to save dollars and 
raise them through fund-
raisers to have enough for 
running our business and 
for helping the community 
with donations. Now, why 
don’t we take advantage 
of new technology to low-
er the expenses? Il Leone 
could easily be delivered in 
a few seconds with a click, 
by email, instead of being 
printed, stamped, and sent. 
We have done the same 
with our Lodge Newsletter, 
leaving the choice to mem-
bers to opt for the electronic 
delivery or the traditional 
method and OSDIA is send-
ing out its national bulletin 
by email too. Five dollars 
from each member’s dues 
are annually withdrawn to 
support Il Leone and also, 
donations are made at the 
convention with the same 
goal. Every business and as-
sociation should be run with 
the principle of a household, 
where often the back bone of 
family savings is built up by 
the coin. And don’t get me 
wrong, I am from another 
era and I still prefer reading 
my books on real paper, but 
this is just a short newsletter 
and, following Machiavelli, 
the end justifies the means! 
I know, it doesn’t seem like 
a big deal, but for lodges 
that struggle to keep their 
door open, it could translate 
into money for covering an-
other monthly rent…..just a 
thought!

Buon Natale e’
Felice Anno Nuovo

a tutti da

Past State President Joseph La Banca and wife, Mary

Our very best wishes for a happy 
holiday season!

Andy & Louise Pampuro
Chairman, Media Committee
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2017-2018 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

“Sponsors” are members, lodges, or friends, who have generously contributed $25.00   (or 
more) per year to help pay for the cost of producing, printing, and the distribution of our “IL 
LEONE” Newspaper. For more information about becoming an “IL LEONE” Sponsor, contact 
Andy Pampuro, Editor, at (949) 855-4279, or our Grand Lodge Office at (415) 586-1316.

Abronzino Family
Rene Adair
Josephine Agosta
Anaheim Lodge 
Jean Andreoni
Susan Antonini
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
Carmine Baffo
Pamela Bini
Ray Bini
Hilda Blay
Joy Bruno
Gianna Buldo
Judy Buldo
Susan Cahan
David Carboni
In Memory of Shirley Carboni
Camelia Colombo Lodge
Karen Carroll
Michael Carroll
Nick Cervone
Martha Cervone
HazelAnn Christin
C. Columbo Lodge
Columbia Lodge
Columbo - Stella Lodge
Cornelia Vita Nuova Lodge
Donna Lee Costa
John Costa
Marlene Cristanelli
Diablo Valley Lodge
Cristoforo Columbia Lodge
Linda DePalma
Aldo DeRose
Diablo Valley Lodge
Edithe DiGiuro
Mike DiGiuro
Rosemarie DiMaggio
Patricia Dito
Pete Dito
Gina Gallucci
Steven Garnica
Gianfranco Fanton
Matt Ferreira
Manny Finazzo
Gloria Garibaldi

Mary Ponte Gardner
Gwen Ginocchio
Honorable Al Girolami
Vera Girolami
Leonardich, Janey
Angelo Leone
Giuseppe Mazzini
Giuseppe Verde Lodge
Anna Guardi
Mario Guardi
Hanford Lodge
Joanne Coccia Lodge
Sid Koehler
Sadie Koehler
Joe LaBanca
Mary LaBanca
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
Zelda LaFrak
Jim Lamanna
Tina Lamanna
Ronald Latteri
B. Ashley Latteri
Janey Leonardich
Norma Marcucci
Gianfranco Marin
Maria Marin
Modesto Lodge
Susan Colaneri Monell
Bill Murphy
Lynn Lawrence Murphy
Barbara Muselli
Gabriele Muselli
Bernadine Neil
Adeline Nettleton
Northern Solano Lodge
Arlene Nunziati
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
In Memory of
Rosemary Pampuro
Bennie Pardini
Keith Perez
Nina Perez
Maria Pignati
Ugo Pignati

Annette Porter
Privitera Family Charitable 
Foundation
Julie Querin
Renaissance Lodge
Hugh Ricci 
Pam Ricci
Stella Riccio 
Tony Ricevuto
Pauline Richmond
Al Rossi
Joe Rossi
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
Glen Rushing
Lucy Sacco
Sacramento Lodge
Saddleback Valley Lodge
Salinas Lodge
Margaret Salvatore
Richard Salvatore
Steven Santulli
Angela Silva 
Carla Silva
Louise Silacci
Rick Silveira
Sharon Silveira
Joseph Simile
John Tedesco
Pam Tedesco
Elaine Teixeira
Tony Tesoriere
Michael Turrini
Valley of the Moon Lodge
Roy Vanoni
Marilyn Vecchio
Carol Watson
Watsonville Lodge
Ann Wendel
Dick Wentz
West End Lodge
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski 
Marco Zonni
Nina Zonni

The New Year
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M.

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

E-mail: stephencontrado@gmail.com

Every culture keeps track 
of time and has a calendar of 
sorts. Ancient astronomers 
helped make calendars. The 
modern calendar we use is 
that of ancient Rome, which 
Julius Caesar adjusted to in-
sure its accuracy. The Roman 
year began in March. When 
George Washington was born, 
the year began on March 25 in 
England and America. This 
wasn’t changed until 1752. 

We welcome each New 
Year with festivities and 
traditions. People celebrate 
with parties, music, and 
noise (especially with loud 
horn-blowing).  People like 
to say goodbye to the old year 
and welcome in the new one. 
Ancient party-goers believed 
a ruckus would drive away 
evil spirits. Ancient cultures 
also expressed a reverence for 
animal horns, with which they 
sometimes pictured their dei-
ties. Horns, they believed, had 
magical powers. Today, the 
horn often serves as a symbol 
of the New Year. 

Many people traditional-

Raphael Tuck & Sons postcard (c. 1908) with art by Frances Brundage 
(1854 - 1937).

ly make lists of New Year’s 
resolutions. Making New 
Year’s resolutions is derived 
in part from the ancient puri-
fication rituals performed for 
the New Year. The Romans 
bathed in ashes at their New 
Year festivals of atonement. 
(The Church converted that 
tradition into Ash Wednesday 
observances.) Some people 
turn a new leaf on the New 
Year. Perhaps it is an auspi-
cious day.

January 1 is a legal holiday 
in the United States and many 
other parts of the world. Some 
churches have special services 
to pray for a good year. Past 
times are remembered with 
nostalgia, and English-speak-
ing people sing the New Year 
song, “Auld Lang Syne.”  

Italian-Americans feel a 
sense of pride in celebrating 
the New Year because the 
calendar and principal tradi-
tions are of Italian origin. The 
Italian New Year salutation is 
“Buon Anno!” – Happy New 
Year!

Praying for peace and harmony 
throughout the world!

Merry Christmas to all!
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
CHARLES SANT'AGATA
1945 N. Glen Alva Lane

Clovis, CA 93619
Phone: (559) 323-9523

cjsa@att.net
   

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
CARMINE BAFFO

19560 Rolling Greens Drive
Apple Valley, Ca 92308
Phone: 760-885-8256

carminnie@earthlink.net

365 Fund Raiser - Winners
October 16-31
 16 $25.00 John Cardinale
 17 $25.00 Wanda Tessaro
 18 $25.00 Sal Aiello
 19 $25.00 Watsonville #2016
 20 $25.00 Bobby Pignati
 21 $25.00 Karen Carroll
 22 $25.00 Jacqualina Desantis
 23 $25.00 Terry Messina
 24 $25.00 John Beecher
 25 $25.00 Mauro Romagnoli
 26 $25.00 Janey Leonardich
 27 $25.00 Hazel Ann Christin
 28 $25.00 Andy Pampuro
 29 $25.00 Rodolfo Valentino
 30 $25.00 Phyllid Honodel
 31 $50.00 Arlene Nunziati
November 1-15
 1 $25.00 Gary Morganti
 2 $25.00 Mike Brigandi
 3 $25.00 Carla Lotito
 4 $25.00 Remo Nardi
 5 $25.00 Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
 6 $25.00 Stella Riccio
 7 $25.00 Wanda Tessaro
 8 $25.00 Sharon Fenton
 9 $25.00 Peter Dito
 10 $25.00 Joy Bruno
 11 $25.00 Nella Varni
 12 $500.00 Steve Trentini
 13 $25.00 Chantel Vastola-Fazio
 14 $25.00 Dave LoVecchio
 15 $25.00 Bernard Torres

State President John Costa working at the Grand Lodge building.

Joanne Coccia Lodge #2553 
Fontana, CA      

by Anthony N. Finazzo

Brother Fred J. Finaz-
zo was born in St. Louis, 
Missouri on October 23, 
1935, and entered heaven 
on October 8, 2017, at the 
age of 81.  His parents, 
Frank Paul Finazzo, Sr. 
and Maria Finazzo, were 
from Cinisi, Palermo, Sic-
ily.  He was the third old-
est of five children.  He 
is survived by his wife 
Gerry Finazzo; their four 
devoted sons, Christo-
pher and wife Connie; 

Matthew and wife Janet; Cory and wife Katey; Roman 
and wife Che; along with eight wonderful grandchildren. 
Fred was a member of the Joanne Coccia Lodge #2553 for 
many years.  

Fred graduated from Chaffey High School in Ontario, 
California, in 1953.  He performed on stage during their 
annual extravagances receiving many ovations for his perfor-
mances.  He also served in the United States Air Force for two 
years. 

 Fred and Gerry owned and operated dance studios in Riv-
erside for 63 years known as the Freddie Finn Dance Studio 
(F.F.D.S).  He opened his first studio in 1954 when he was only 
18 years old which helped support and further his continued 
dance lessons.   Fred received many offers to dance profes-
sionally on Broadway, which had been his dream.  However, 
when he met Gerry, who took dance lessons from him, Fred fell 
in love and that is when his life truly began.  They raised four 
wonderful boys.  

Fred enjoyed travelling over the years.  He loved going to 
Cinisi, Sicily, to visit relatives, he loved the Alaska cruise with 
our lodge and family members, and the enumerable trips to Las 
Vegas to visit his sister and brother-in-law, Francie and Frank 
Sclafani, to see the lights and musical stage shows.  

He was a great husband, a great father, and a wonderful 
grandfather.  His staff said he was the best boss, always with a 
big smile on his face, full of energy and charm.

Fred and Gerry were asked to judge hundreds of dance com-
petitions throughout the U.S.A.  Freddie, Gerry and their staff 
taught thousands of marvelous students.  Their students loved 
them dearly because their lives were touched in many ways.  A 
number of his students went on to become professional dancers 
on Broadway.

Today we focus and celebrate a wonderful man who lived 
his life to the fullest as he would want us to celebrate his ac-
complishments.  Freddie will continue to touch all of our lives 
with his amazing spirit.  

Fred and Gerry retired their dance studio in July 2017, 
the same month that Fred was honored with a proclama-
tion from the Riverside City Council for his outstanding 
dedication and service to the city and his students for 63 
years.

For the last year-and-half Fred enjoyed having lunch 
with his brothers, Frank, Anthony and Manny every Fri-
day at different Italian restaurants.  They talked about the 
good old days growing up, politics, sports, and health is-
sues.

We will make sure that his memory lives on in all of 
us for as long as we live.  Brother Fred, you will always 
be remembered, always be loved and always be someone 
so many people were glad to know.  The beauty of a life 
well-lived such as Fred’s life will live on in our loving 
memories of him. 

Our beloved Fred, rest in peace and may the perpetual 
light shine upon you forever.

Fred J. Finazzo 1935-2017

Happy New Year 2018!!
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Youth Summit
by Arlene Nunziati

Students at Youth Summit.

National 4th Vice President Michael Polo, National President Vera Girolami, 
State 1st Vice President Arlene Nunziati, National 3rd Vice President and 
State Senator Joe Boncore.

Students in front of National Office.

Students with representative from Ambassador to Italy.

Elizabeth, Carlo and Mary.

As Miss America for 
the Grand Lodge of Cal-
ifornia, I have spent an 
amazing year with many 
opportunities to engage 
in our Italian culture and 
visit local lodges. Of these 
experiences, one of my fa-
vorite events was attend-
ing the OSIA Youth Sum-
mit in Washington D.C. 
Ten other students and I 
from across the country 
spent a busy weekend in 
our nation’s capital visit-
ing monuments, touring 
the Capitol, playing tradi-
tional Italian games, and 
learning more about our 
heritage. I truly enjoyed 
the trip and was excited to 
see other young Sons of It-
aly members participating 
as well. The youth popula-
tion is so important to the 
future of the organization. 
Programs such as Califor-
nia’s Queen (now Queen 

and King!!) Contest and 
the national youth summit 
are essential in fostering 
passionate, dedicated and 
involved members to keep 
our Italian culture alive. 
I would like to thank the 
chaperones and all those 
who played a part in or-
ganizing, planning and 
hosting the summit be-
cause I know how much 
work went into it. I would 
definitely encourage other 
young Sons of Italy mem-
bers to attend the Summit 
in the future. I am thank-
ful for the new friends I 
have made, everything I 
learned, and the memories 
made! Ciao!

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Lavezzari

Merry Christmas to all! 
Whew, that was fast! Here 
comes another year to a 
close. Lots of great mo-
ments, lots of not so great 
ones, too. We suffered some 
huge losses both personally 
and to our Order in 2017, 
and as we reflect on those 
wonderful people we lost, 
we try to always remember 
not only what truly won-
derful people they were, but 
also the feelings of friend-
ship and love they brought 
out in all of us.

The last 2 months of 2017, 
our Lodge has not been too 
busy with any business. Our 
Fundraiser in September, 
while quite successful, was 
the last thing we did. Our 
October meeting was not 
very well attended. We do 
need to remember to bring 
in some new members and 
new ideas. We have quite a 
bit of money we need to dis-
burse to our various chari-
ties, and we would love to 
bring in some new ones, too.

November meeting is on 
the 21st.. We are having our 
3rd annual Bingo Night and 
we open it up to our Local 
Lodges within the United 
Lodges area. We also usu-
ally do a soup and salad in 
November, so we are com-
bining the two. Bingo night 
is just a really fun night for 
us to get together without 
any business or stress, just 
friendship and fraternity.

Upcoming is the United 
Lodges Quarterly meeting 
on Dec 10th. Our Lodge is 
hosting it at the Spaghetti 
Factory in Clovis on Shaw 
Ave, at 11:30am. Hope to see 
you there. There is no meet-
ing in December. We will be 
having our Annual Christ-
mas party instead. Details 
will be at the Nov meeting.

Wishing all of you a very 
Merry Christmas. For me, 
personally, the best part 
of this time of year is that 
both my kids (and my new 
daughter in law) come home 
for a visit. It revives my 
soul and I feel useful again! 
There are many of you that 
have recently suffered losses 
of loved ones, and some that 
are still missing people that 
we love. This time of year 
can be very hard sometimes. 
A song that brings happiness 
to one person can bring tears 
to another. Please remember 
these people in your prayers 
and include them in your 
festivities.

We only have each other. 
God Bless you all. Until next 
year, Ciao!

Colombo - 
Stella Lodge 

#1149
Fresno, CA

Olivia De Liddo Gallegos, 
President
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Reproduced from the weekly "Mini Relax."
For a subscription "sies@siesnet.it"

Answers page 13

Become a Sponsor
of Il Leone!

Let Me Entertain You

Old Italian-American standards of Frank Sinatra,
Dean Martin & many more. 

For Lodge meetings and any events contact 
Louie Lodi at 916-996-5634 or 

louis.ciao4now@gmail.com

Christmas Greetings
from the

Officers & Members of the
ANAHEIM LODGE #2076

Buon Natale
Eva Lavezzari, President

Wishing all a
Merry Christmas

and a
Happy New Year

Vita Zaccaria,

Praying for peace and harmony 
throughout the world!

Merry Christmas to all!!
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It’s been a busy few 
months with fun activities.   
September 1, 2017, the Eu-
reka Branch of Sons of Italy 
#1274 held their annual Ital-
ian festival at the Redwood 
Fields Ball Park.  The sun 
was shining, birds singing 
and the bocce players honed 
their skills for their competi-
tion.   The courts were new-
ly repaired and raked.   Ten 
bocce teams vied for the cov-
eted first and second place 
awards.

Bocce dogs, polenta and 
sauce, ice cream, biscotti, 
wine, beer, and soda were 
some of the wonderful good-
ies enjoyed by all attending. 
Thirty raffle prizes were 
given away.  All this was en-
joyed to the melodic tunes 
played by the Humboldt 
Accordionaires!   Dancing, 
singing, and laughing, with 
a few lies thrown in for good 
measures (whoppers).  In the 
bocce area, a memorial bench 
was dedicated to our dear 
sister an avid bocce play-
er, now departed, Vittorina 

Eureka Lodge #1274
Eureka, CA

by Josephine Silva

Bisio.   Her son Frank and 
grandson Ryan were present 
for the dedication.

Next event was the Hum-
boldt Veterans Stand Down 
in Ferndale October 3rd.   A 
pasta dinner was prepared 
with three different sauces 
for approximately 200 Vet-
eran’s and families.  It was a 
three day event with barbers, 
animal care, doctors, etc.   We 
enjoy being part of this event.   
We are so grateful for the 
time these men and women 
who gave a part of their lives 
for us.

The bi-annual Chick-
en and Polenta Dinner was 
October 29th.   We have po-
lenta, chicken, salad, bread 
and dessert, ice cream and 
homemade biscotti.   It is a 
fun event and enjoyed by 
all who attend.   We have a 
raffle with about 30+ items, 
including wheel barrels.   We 
plan for about 300+ guests.   
It takes lots of preparation 
by our cooks, set-up people, 
servers, merchandise sellers, 
dishwashers and raffle sell-

ers.   We also sell wine and 
sauce for a reasonable price.   
Try to make it next year.   We 
hold the dinners in April and 
October.   Check out our web-
site.

The Lady Veterans lun-
cheon was November 3.  A 
wonderful luncheon was 
prepared and served as a sit-
down luncheon to lady Vet-
erans of tri-tip, fresh string 
beans with sundried toma-
toes, salad and cake.   The la-
dies were honored.

Our annual Christmas 
celebration is scheduled for 
December 3 at Abruzzi’s in 
Arcata.   We will have a love-
ly catered meal.  The compa-
ny and wine will be enjoyed 
by all.   Wish you could at-
tend!

If you are in our area, 
come and visit us.  We are 
where the redwood trees kiss 
the ocean!   We would love to 
show you or beautiful scen-
ery and extend fellowship to 
you.

Ciao.

Past National President 
Past State President

Frank J. De Santis and wife Eileen

Wishing you all the many joys and 
blessing of the holiday season

Wishing everyone 
a very Merry 

Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

Past State President
Arturo Ibleto & wife, Vicki

Saddleback Valley Lodge #2566
wishes you all the many joys and 

blessing of the holiday season

President Hank Lowinger and wife, Michelle

United Lodges of Southern California
Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America

Carmine Baffo, President  

 America Lodge No. 1609   Desert Valley Lodge No. 2352 Renaissance Lodge No.2259                
 Linda Enneman Gina Iacovino Mary Jane Cambria
 Anahiem Lodge No. 2076 Dolly Sinatra Lodge No. 2400 Saddleback Valley Lodge No. 2566
 Eva Lavezzari Joe LaPorta Hank Lowinger
 Centinela Valley Lodge No. 1991 Hacienda Lodge No. 2168 West End Lodge No. 2127
 Annette Porter Bill Viverto  David Cerboni                            
 Joanne Coccia Lodge No. 2553 Pugliese Lodge No. 1375
 Paul Finazzo Michael Di Giuro

PUGLIESE LODGE #1375
MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR

President ~ Michael Di Giuro
Vice President ~ Carla Lotito Komar, Immediate Past President ~ Chris Lotito

Orator ~ Vita Zaccaria, Recording Secretary ~ Rosemarie Vanderhaar
Financial Secretary ~ Edithe Di Giuro, Treasurer ~ Sean Dankowski

Trustees ~ Michael Gatti, Chris Lotito, Mary Lotito
Master & Mistress of Ceremony ~ Don Monteleone & Roberta Overton

Guard ~ Frank Monteleone
Historian ~ Sean Dankowski, Chaplain~ Roberta Overton 

Lodge Queen ~ Sarah Grace Taylor
Past State President & Royal Court of the Golden Lion Chair ~ Chris Lotito

State Scholarship Chairperson &
Columbus Celebration Chair ~ Rosemarie Vanderhaar

State Athletic Chairperson ~ Mary Lotito
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On Sunday, October 29th, the 
Saddleback Valley Lodge held 
their 33rd anniversary at the 
Norman Murray Senior Center. 
It was an afternoon event with 
a brunch catered by Jolanda and 
enjoyed by all. President Hank 
Lowinger welcomed the people 
to the event. Immediate Past 
President Andy Pampuro led us 
in the pledge of allegiance  and 
our chaplain Louise Pampuro 
did the invocation. President 
Hank introduced the dignitaries 
who honored us with their pres-
ence. Our Second State Vice Pres-
ident Sadie Tamburine represent-
ed the State President John Costa. 

Saddleback Valley Lodge #2566
Mission Viejo, CA
by Andy Pampuro

Immediate Past President
Sadie was with her husband, Sid. 
State Financial Secretary Gabe 
Domenici, our honoree Al Trenti-
ni, State Treasurer, was with his 
wife, Jean, then we had State 
Trustee South Manny Finazzo, 
Past State President Joseph La-
Banca and his wife, Mary, State 
Deputy as well as the Scholarship 
Chair Rosemarie Vanderhaar and 
Media Committee Chair Andy 
Pampuro and his wife, Louise. 
Our beautiful lodge Queen who 
is Miss Convention City, Baylin 
Herington.

We were honored to have a 
few lodges represented. They 
were La Costa dei Fiori Lodge, 

Sal Denardo, president, Pugliese 
Lodge, Michael DiGiuro, pres-
ident and his wife Edithe, Cen-
tinela Valley Lodge, Annette Por-
ter, president, America Lodge, 
Linda Enneman, president, and 
the Renaissance Lodge, Mary 
Jane Cambria, president. We also 
had representation  from the Jo-
anne Coccia Lodge and the West 
End Lodge.

President Hank called upon 
our queen for a few words which 
she did so beautifully. Then he in-
troduced our lodge prince Joseph 
Perez who also said a few words.

Sadie Tamburine was repre-
senting our State President and 

she also had a few words to say. 
She presented a certificate of ap-
preciation from the Grand Lodge 
to our honoree Al Trentini.

This event was in honor of 
our past president Al Trentini 
who received a beautiful trophy 
from our lodge. He also was pre-
sented gifts from various  people 
in attendance.

Al worked for the Los Ange-
les County for 32 years retiring 
in 1992. He joined the Saddle-
back Valley Lodge in 1994 held 
many offices and then held the 
office of president for 12 years. In 
2013 he ran for the office of State 
Trustee South and ran for two 

terms. Then in 2017 Al decided 
to advance in the Grand Lodge 
and ran for and became our State 
Treasurer. Al is a devoted and 
valued member of the Saddle-
back  Valley Lodge and very de-
serving of this honor.

We enjoyed a beautiful 
brunch and music provided by 
Tony Ciaramitaro. We also had a 
very successful silent auction for 
some very beautiful items. We 
thank everyone who attended.

Many thanks to our First 
Lady Michelle Lowinger for 
chairing this event and to Bernie 
Neil and her daughter Kerry Her-
ington for decorating the hall.
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Mazzini
(http://www.giuseppemazzini.org) 
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
http://sonsofitaly1543.org/
silaccilu@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
saljd55@cox.net
Las Vegas Lodge
www.sonsofitalylasvegas.com
sonsofitalylv@yahoo.com
Monterery Lodge
www.sonsofitaly-monterey.org
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Billini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
William Paca Lodge #1960
www.sonsofitalymountainview.org
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

Attention Amazon Shoppers….
If you like to shop on Amazon (and who doesn’t?) there 
is now a new way for you to shop AND help the West-
ern Foundation at the same time!   All you need to do is 
to sign in to smile.amazon.com using your email address 
and Amazon password, and you will have the opportuni-
ty to designate our Sons of Italy Western Foundation as 
your preferred charitable organization. From that point 
on every time you make a purchase, Amazon will do-
nate 0.5% of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the 
Western Foundation.  Easy!  Shop as you regularly would, 
and earn points for the charitable causes of our Western 
Foundation at the same time. You can check the progress 
of your donation whenever you want, and see your dona-
tion build up the more you shop.  Before you know it the 
holidays will be upon us, and what better time to put your 
shopping to good use to raise funds for the great causes 
the Western Foundation supports.  Just imagine if all our 
members who use Amazon would sign up for this bene-
fit…..it only takes a minute, and the funds raised can do 
so much good for a long time.  What a great way to spend 
and feel good about it.  Please pass the word to family and 
friends and happy shopping!

NEL RIMPIANGERNE LA PERDITA, CI ASSOCIAMO AL 

LUTTO ED AL DOLORE DEI LORO CONGIUNTI AI QUALI INVIAMO LE NOSTRE CONDOGLIANZE.

“NECROLOGIO”
Member’s Name Lodge Lodge   
Carolina Carpine Weed 1269 
Martha De Ross Weed 1269  
Vincent Baldini Enrico Caruso 1463 
Jesse Flores Enrico Caruso 1463 
Joseph Gensiracusa Enrico Caruso 1463 
Joshua Grist Enrico Caruso 1463
Angelo Mirizzi Enrico Caruso 1463 
Fred Pasquini Enrico Caruso 1463 
Lawrence Romanazzi Enrico Caruso 1463
 Albert Bruno Sante Enrico Caruso 1463
Maria Torresan Cesare Battisti 1518 
Donald Rea Cristoforo Colombo 1534 
Richard Paggi Roma 1573 
Henry Bergero Columbia 1940 
Eugenia Chiesa Columbia 1940
Albano Margarit William Paca 1960 
David Prisco Rennaisance 2259 
Maryann Silvera Vincenzo Bellini 2519 
Romeo Zumpano Joanne Coccia 2553 
 

Winner Every
Day Raffle

1.  Purchase a Winner Every Day Raffle ticket 
for $30. If your lodge does not have any, you 
can order some through the Grand Lodge.

2.  Mail your ticket stub and check to the Grand 
Lodge of California, 5051 Mission St., San 
Francisco, CA  94112

3.  Once received, your ticket goes into the tick-
et drum.  

4.  Tickets are drawn every two weeks, until 
the end of 2017, one   ticket for each of those 
days.  If you are a winner, a check for $25. 
will be mailed to you.  Winners names are 
also listed in the most current issue of the Il 
Leone newspaper.

5.  Your ticket is put back into the drum for all 
future drawings.

6.  There are several days throughout the year 
that have a higher     dollar amount.   Those 
days are listed on the back of each ticket.

7.  Grand Prize of $1,000.00 will be given only if 
1000 tickets are sold and returned by Decem-
ber 21st, 2017. Or if 4500 tickets are sold the 
Grand Prize will become $15,000.  4500 tick-
ets are one ticket per each of our members!! 
Buy a ticket and become a big winner.

It’s that easy!! 
You have a great chance of winning 

more than one time!! 
And a chance at the Grand Prize!

Make checks payable to:
Grand Lodge of California      

If you have any other questions,
please contact

            The Grand Lodge of CA (415)586-1316
           E-mail: sonsofitalyca@aol.com

 

Merry Christmas
and

Happy New Year
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Dear Fellow Members of the Order of the Sons and Daughters of Italy in America,

A radio program on UBN on October 13, 2017 called Truth Be Told recently 
interviewed the Commission of Social Justice’s President Kevin A. Caira and OSDIA/
CSJ Reps from California/Nevada, Colorado, and New York: Tony Ricevuto, Jerry 
Carleo, and John A. Fratta respectively. The radio discussion was enlightening to 
many listeners.

My sister and I would like to add to that discussion with some thoughts.

In reference to: The unjust attack on our Italian Heritage.

A. Some questions:

    a. Do we understand that a group of people, many with Hispanic surnames, are 
taking money from Indian Casinos and elsewhere to launch attacks on Columbus, 
an explorer who lived over 500 years ago? They are trying to erase or destroy histo-
ry...a universal crime in itself!

    b. Do we understand that these people have and are spreading false-facts, 
while crossing the U.S.A with vicious lies about Columbus...trying to alter history 
because they are offended by us “celebrating” an explorer who spent a good part of 
his life trying to prove or verify that the Earth was not flat? 

    c. Who are “they”? They apparently are an underground grassroots-orga-
nization whose members then come forth, surrounding the wagons and attacking in 
secrecy, often taking us by total surprise!

B. We learned a great deal from the Truth BeTold  October 13, 2017 radio 
interview mentioned above and we hope everyone has listened-in. 

C. We learned a lot at the Columbus Day Celebration on October 1, 2017 
at the L.A. Columbus Celebration at the Casa Italiano. 

    1. Yes, perhaps many Italians are too comfortable and have become compla-
cent.

    2. Yes, the millennial generation knows what they should do, but they just do 
what they want. 

D. Let us continue to unite!  We know that the OSDIA, its Foundation, and CSJ 
are all working very hard in defense of our Italian-American culture and our right 
to celebrate and are very happy that the Knights of Columbus are joining us in this 
on-going struggle. This underhanded attack on heritage and history is very danger-
ous to the whole wide world. But it is also racist, discriminatory, and anti-Catholic!

E. We do not know if the Commission on Social Justice (various OSDIA Lodges, as 
well as the Knights of Columbus) is already taking this approach, but this is what we 
discussed as we brainstormed.

       1. We need a legal team of lawyers with a constitutional knowledge of the in-
tricacies of the Constitution and its Bill of Rights. These lawyers and this document 
are our finest weapons!

       2. We need to find out how the naysayers communicate and listen-in on their 
communications to discover what is being planned. (We need to tune-in to radio 
and T.V. channels, newspapers, computer sites, or other social media being used 
in this negative campaign.)  We need to anticipate what is being planned by the 
intensity of the rhetoric used.    

      3. We must defeat surprise!

                a. We refer to the unexpected removal of any mention of Columbus in 
some San Francisco public school history textbooks;

                b. We point to the tricky-unfair methods used in L.A. like the arbitrary 
changing of dates for the L.A. City Council Meeting many times and then the tactic 
of not even providing time for speakers to voice their descent! All this was part 
of the Council’s obvious pre-decision used to remove Columbus Day from the Los 
Angeles City Calendar.

                c. We refer to the deceptive method used to gain approval for the 
removal of a Columbus statue in San Jose... to name a few... 

                d. If we have a heads-up, we have a good chance to keep this anti-Co-
lumbus movement off balance thru court injunctions or by suing them for interfer-
ing with our rights under the Constitution. Even if we don’t win all the time, court 
actions will throw them off balance and cost them money.

F. What is the advantage in changing a date, a name?  This is a 
sinister method that can be used to cause disequilibrium within the Italian-Amer-
ican Community and in the World at large. But “they” will not stop with us...they 
wish to erase what seems like ancient history (The history of Genoa, Italy and Palos, 
Spain), saying that it is time to move-on. They would like Columbus’ and other stat-
ues in our country taken down or destroyed...because they wrongly think they can 
erase the past by removing a visual object or editing historical documents. Trying 
to fully-change, to erase, or eradicate history is a fool’s task....but at the same time, 
they have set a very dangerous course to sail! (While we cannot erase the past or 
defend it, we have the opportunity to learn from it.) And we have news for them. 
America doesn’t have ancient history. We are still a very young Nation compared to 
most of the rest of the World. Not even 300 years old. 

G. Is this a question of Religion and Culture? Is this a conspiracy 
against Religion, the most stabilizing element in civilized cultures? We all felt this at-
tack starting with the taking down of Christmas manger scenes. In fact, businesses 
nationally for a time felt they could not have their workers say Merry Christmas but 
instead they were told to say Happy Holidays. Then they attacked memorial crosses 
placed on the top of mountains, and later on our own Los Angeles City Seal they 
removed the cross on the top of a California mission picture, etc.  Do you think this 
was accomplished by the same “They”? At our L.A. Columbus event on October 1, 
someone said they are now going after Thanksgiving Day celebrations... 

H. What to do? What to do? An article in a recent L.A. Times Sunday edition 
(October 8th or October 15th,2017 )called “Confederates, Columbus, 
and Everyone else” by Stephen Marche suggested that although statues 
of Columbus were often raised to celebrate the contributions of Italian- 
American immigrants, the naysayers are gunning for Catholic symbols, Co-
lumbus being a Catholic...”because such statues are part of a conspiracy to 
establish Catholicism”. (Quote marks pinpoint what was said by a member 
of the Ku Klux Klan.)

              1. Let us ask the authorities why they apparently have not even tried 
to apprehend and prosecute vandals of statues!  Surveillance equipment 
could be used...Are Indians or others doing this in New York, Phoenix, and 
other places?  Let’s find out.

                   2.  So what may be suggested here: It would be wise to stop defending  
all the aspects of the life of a navigator and explorer of a way-different 
time and milieu which no one living today really can understand  and  
instead focus on the pride Italian-American immigrants and Italian-Amer-
icans living today take pride–in: the fact that this navigator and explorer, 
Columbus, gathered knowledge for many years, had faith in God and a 
plan, waited in Spain about 9 years before he could present this plan to 
the rulers of Spain, and, when succeeding to explain this plan, sailed to his 
destiny with the hope of establishing a new trade route to the Indies and 
with the desire to spread a Faith he held dear. (His journals verify this.)

I. On October 22, 2017, an article in The L.A. Times Sunday edition: “New monu-
ments to Confederacy rise as others fall” by Jenny Jarvie tells us that, from 2000 to 
the present in America, Confederate memorials have been growing in many South-
ern states because those who died in the Civil War were sons (and ancestors) of 
Americans whether they thought the North or South was right about states’ rights, 
sectionalism, or slavery. They lived and died and that history cannot be eradicated! 
Now many of these memorials cannot be legally-removed because they were made 
with private money and were placed on private property...

                       1. So what may be suggested here: Continue to raise-up Columbus 
statues when statues are taken down...because    Columbus lived and died 
and is part of the World’s history!  

                2. Focus on placing these statues on private property, perhaps in the 
vicinity to where they were taken down....

In conclusion: Manger scenes, crosses on mountains, a cross on a mission 
building on a government seal, Columbus statues, Confederate memori-
als.... Who or what will “they” attack next?  

American-Italians, Stand Strong!

CIAO,

Elaine and Eleanor Bersano

OSDIA Members: Centinela Valley Lodge  #1991, Torrance, California

rainbowfour@peoplepc.com

FACT: Columbus Sailed the Ocean Blue in 1492.
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The blistering heat of 
summer slowly dissipates, 
the evenings cool and the 
Lodge doors open finally and 
welcome us back for another 
wonderful season this Oc-
tober 4th. The wait from the 
end of May, when the doors 
closed, seems an eternity, but 
it’s to bloody hot in the sum-
mer here, and half our mem-
bers have fled the heat, so the 
doors shut till October.

And we happily greet 
our fellow members, both 
old and new! In addition to 
that joy of reunion there was 
a big surprise awaiting. Our 
Vice President and Director 
of Entertainment, Frank DiS-
alvo and his amazing lady, 
Addy Walker, were married 
this summer in Italy while on 
vacation, and had decided to 
repeat their vows to all of us 
in a little wedding ceremony. 
Replete in her wedding gown 
and Frank in his tuxedo, and 
having asked me, your writ-
er, to officiate the ceremony 
we performed the vows. I 
can’t even begin to tell you 
how honored I was to per-
form the wedding! I basical-
ly fumbled through, Frank 
prompting me where neces-
sary, and they were united to 
tumultuous cheers! And they 
even had a weddingcake too! 
Enjoy the photos!

Frank wasn’t done, be-
cause as Director of Enter-
tainment, and arguably the 
best performer in our des-
ert, he led of our evening of 
amazing singers, and humor. 
Always on the first Wednes-
day Frank puts on the show, 
and with so many of our 
members, accomplished en-
tertainers themselves, com-
ing to perform with him, 

Dolly Sinatra Lodge #2400
Palm Springs, CA

by Andy Casey

well, there is no other word 
but magnificent! What an 
evening we have! No doubt, 
why we lead in acquiring 
new membership, it gets so 
busy during the season that 
we have to turn members 
away from some meetings, 
because of fire occupancy 
laws and over-crowding. 

A special shout out goes 
to our Larry Del Rose, who 
in addition to signing a few 
songs also gave a hilarious 
rant on the joys of being the 
chosen ones, namely Ital-
ian and dishing those who 
would disparage Christo-
pher Columbus! Three cheers 
to Larry!!!

We lost our regular fourth 
Wednesday singer Antheny 
Shane, and his wonderful ac-
companist Jimmie, to major 
surgery this season. Antheny 
has been serenading our 
Lodge since nearly the incep-
tion, and a major factor in the 
Lodges success! We all wish 
Antheny a fast and complete 
recovery! Luckily we have a 
remarkable entertainer, Ger-
aldo Colucci, to step into the 
slot. Geraldo specializes in 
performing Italian favorites 
that have me wishing I spoke 
the language to fully under-
stand the lyrics. He has an 
amazing voice and manner-
isms that bring out the joy 
and passions of his songs. 
Geraldo, a many award win-
ning artist, has been with the 
Lodge for a long time and 
we’re lucky to have him.

And lastly it’s time to 
thank all our volunteers for 
their totally selfless contri-
butions that make us such a 
magnificent Lodge, and of 
course where would we be if 
not for our President Joe La-
Porta!

Frank DiSalvo and Addy Walker are reciting vows to Andy Casey.

The joyful couple now married 
receive congratulations!

 The cake eating ceremony.

Last Month: We had our 
Thanksgiving Dinner and it 
was a good showing of our 
membership.

This Month: For our 
Christmas / Holiday Din-
ner we will have our usual 
catered meal. The location 
and menu have not yet been 
announced, but details are 
available from Carol at this 
time. Mark your calendar for 
December 18 for this happen-
ing event. All members free, 
but non-members will be 
asked to kick in $15.

Next Month: January 18 
will be our usual meeting, 
with Pot Luck; bring what 
you can; no details yet.

Life often hits you in the 
head with bricks; use the 
bricks to improve your life.

I would like to repeat that 
The Fresno County Museum 
is interested in establishing 
an Italian Immigrant section 
in their floor-space to show 
the contributions to our area 
of our early pioneers. We are 
looking for family stories, 
histories, fruit box ends, wine 
presses, …. Any historic relic, 
tools, recipes, food samples, 
and photos, that you can 
share will be appreciated. No 
item is too small or “insignif-

Rodolfo Valentino Lodge #1149
Clovis, CA

by Carole Watson, President; 
Lou Catallo, Historian; (559) 299-2205 lcatallo@aol.com

icant”. The museum will sort 
and categorize the entries 
to make for a sensible dis-
play. The museum is locat-
ed inside the Fresno County 
Fairgrounds, off Chance Av-
enue and is worthy of a vis-
it. Current displays include 
tributes to our Japanese and 
Armenian neighbors; Mexi-
can communities have been 
authorized. That just leaves 
us Italians and everyone else 
… Can we be next? We can 
answer that question only 
by responding with a loud 
voice. Call me at my above 
phone number. Don’t wait 
for someone else to do it.

Steve Jobs once advised 
“Stay foolish; stay hungry”.  

Do you have comments 
for our lodge members? 
Historical lodge photos? Let 
me know at my email ad-
dress (above) and we can 
publish it in this column.                                                  
Dr. Oz once said “A prepared 
mind is a luckier mind”. Get 
prepared and luckier by apply-
ing for our Sons & Daughters 
in America scholarship(s). Con-
tact Scholarship Chair, Isabel 
Ronzano, at (559) 297-0851, 
for information on this top-
ic. The Scholarship Deadlines 
are: for Clovis Lodge, March 

31, 2018; for California State 
Grand Lodge: March 01, 
2018; and, for National Lodge 
the date is generally Novem-
ber to February of any year 
($500 to $5,000 awards). Go 
to https://www.osia.org/
students/scholarships.php) 
for grants/tours/studies in-
formation in Italy. These are 
great for any student on a 
budget or not.

Join Us: If you have 
friends or family that are 
looking for good fellowship 
and a place to hang out on 
the third Monday of each 
month, invite them to join 
you at our meetings, 6:30 PM, 
at Notre Dame Hall, 333 8th 
Street, at DeWitt Avenue.  We 
feature short meetings, great 
companionship, and superb 
food. Our web site is http://
rodolfovalentinolodge.com/.  
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News of 
The Western 
Foundation
by Roy T. Vanoni, CAO

As many of you know, 
there are two major fundrais-
ers for Western Foundation 
that provide for our organi-
zation to have unrestricted 
funds that can be used to 
support our charities and 
scholarships program.  One 
is the Western Foundation 
Gala that is held every other 
year with the next one being 
planned for 2018.  The other 
is the Sons of Italy Western 
Foundation Golf Classic that 
has been held annually since 
1998. 

The 19th Annual Golf 
Classic was held in Chico, 
CA on October 2, 2017 at 
Canyon Oaks Country Club 
and, once again, was very 
successful.  The event in-
cluded a lunch for all par-
ticipants and, following 
18 holes of golf, a banquet 
for the golfers, helpers and 
guests.  A lively auction and 
raffle was held following the 
dinner that resulted in sig-
nificant income.  As usual, a 
highlight for the day was the  
“Frozen Meatball Putting 
Contest” which aired on lo-
cal television.

Following is a summa-
ry of the 19th Annual golf 
classic written by Michael 
Colletti Smith, Chairman 
of the Sons of Italy Western 
Foundation Golf  Classic.  
 

Michael Mokers and Lenny Stefinelli: founder of Sunset Scavernger 
company San Francisco.

Left to Right – Michele Mokers, John Dahlmeier, Mayor Linda 
Dahlmeier, Live Jernigan, Amy Jernigan.

Tee Sponsors: Maria and 
Ugo Pignati, Chisterfore Co-
lombo Lodge, Shasta Lodge, 
Sadie Tamburine,

La Costa Del Fiori Lodge, 
Joe La Banca, Arlene Nun-
ziati, Vera Ferrara Girolami, 
Beatrice Portinori Lodge, 
John Costa, Bill and Lynn 
Murphy, Virgilio Lodge, Jo-
anne Coccia Lodge

Auction and Raffle dona-
tions: John Costa, De Marti-
ni’s,Brian and Robyn Katz, 
James Taylor, Joe and Ellie 
Azzarito, John and Lorna 
Jefson, Rocky Santulli, San-
dy Wangberg, sal and Lauri 
Aiello,

Yvette and Dominic San-
filippo, Ron and Maryilyn 
Cervantez, Patti and Jojn 
Denito, Vergilio Lodge, Joy 
Bruno, Vera Girolami, Ar-
lene Nunziati, Ron and Jac-
queline Peterson, Roy and 

19Th Annual Sons of Ita-
ly Western Foundation
California Golf Classic 
Cont. from pg. 1

Yvonne Vanoni, Debbie Ros-
si

Our sponsors: Recology, 
Stifel Financial, JP Morgan 
Management and Hartford 
Management and Coors 
Light helped to make this 
possible.

I want to thank all the 
Grand Lodge officers, lodg-
es and members of Sons of 
Italy that helped support 
this worthy event with tee 
sponsors, raffle prizes and 
playing.

I personally want to 
thank Debbie Rossi our Fi-
nancial Secretary for once 
again helping to raise major 
funds and prizes and run-
ning the financial side.

Yvette Sanfilipo and 
Lauri Aiello for running the 
basket making and Ron and 
Marilyn Cervantez for the 
tons of raffle gift donations 
and my wife Laurie and 
daughter Michele for stand-
ing by me for 19 years and 
helping to make this event a 
success.

From The Members of the
Enrico Caruso Lodge #1463

“From Visalia With Love”

Wishing everyone a
Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year

Merry 
Christmas

and a Happy
New Year!

Ted Seibel and wife, Lucille

 

Buon Natale
To all our Sisters & Brothers

from the Hacienda Lodge #2168
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Attention all Filial Lodges
 

It’s that time again! We are 
looking for participants for the up-
coming Royal Pageant for the 2018 
Grand Lodge Convention in Ontar-
io. The contest officially began on 
October 1, and so far we know there 
are eight participants. One of these 
entries may be a young man. We are 
encouraging not only our young la-
dies, but also our young men to get 
involved. Remember this is one of 
the few opportunities that we have 

to highlight our youth. So we are hoping that more of our 
lodges will join in and find someone to represent their 
lodge. It is important to let the Grand Lodge and myself 
know if you have a candidate.

Again, the contest has officially started. Tickets can be 
ordered from the Grand Lodge. The more tickets you sell, 
the higher percentage your lodge will receive back. All 
participants must have a minimum of $2,000 to qualify. 
Any tickets sold beyond that will determine their place-
ment of the top five in the Royal Pageant. All monies must 
be mailed to the Grand Lodge in the registered mail en-
velope provided by the Grand Lodge. The envelope must 
be postmarked by Monday, April 23, 2018. Placement of 
the Royal Pageant will be announced on Saturday, May 
6, 2018 after 2:00 pm. More information will be sent from 
the Grand Lodge detailing all the rules at a later date.

Please let the Grand Lodge and myself know as soon 
as possible the name of your queen/king and the lodge 
they represent. Send a wallet size photo of the contestant 
to the Grand Lodge as soon as possible to be used in the 
newspaper and the pageant program.

It is a fun event and we hope that you encourage your 
youth members to get involved. We can’t wait to see how 
many participants we have this year. Good luck to each 
of the lodges. Looking forward to a successful pageant.

Sincerely yours,
Eva Lavezzari
Royal Contest Chairperson

Hanford Lodge #1543
Hanford, CA

by Jackie Giacomazzi
Jackiegiacomazzi @gmail.com

The cooks (for both sauce and spa-
ghetti) take a break to pose for a 
photo on the Saturday before the 
drive-thru spaghetti/meatball din-
ner/sauce sale held on October 29 
in Hanford.  The Tesoriere family 
chaired the event as a fundraiser 
for Queen Annamarie Tesoriere.

This group has been making out-
standingly delicious meatballs 
for many, many years under the 
guiding eyes of Joan Little, Mi-
chael Leoni and Jim Venturino.

After bagging bread in prepara-
tion for the drive-thru spaghet-
ti dinner, these workers spent 
many hours delivering over 600 
meals and sauce to customers on 
a Sunday afternoon.

Joan Little, chair of the Thanks-
giving dinner potluck held at 
the November meeting of the 
Hanford Lodge, fills her plate 
with an array of all the fixings 
that make up  a perfect dinner, 
including homemade (by Mi-
chael Leoni) sourdough bread.

Queen Annamarie Tesoriere 
poses with her family members 
following an opportunity draw-
ing which they  hosted to raise 
funds for the upcoming Grand 
Lodge Royalty Selection.
(L to R)  Yvette Tesoriere, Anna 
Williams, Queen Annamarie, 
Annette Nicely, and Louise Te-
soriere.

Christmas Greetings to 
One and All!

Pauline Richmond
State Trustree Central

Past State President and Western Foundaton CAO Roy T. Vanoni 
and wife, Yvonne

Merry Christmas
and best wishes  

for the New Year!
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Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto

For many years the Roma Lodge has celebrated our Italian 
heritage with a delicious meal of polenta and stew at the No-
vember meeting.  This year was no exception with nearly 70 
members and guests attending.  Michael DePaoli, Maci Daramy, 
Nick Serafin, Dominic and Josh Pitigliano along with Giovanna 
DePaoli made a great meal for everyone to enjoy.  

(l-r) Nick Serafin, Josh Pitigliano and Michael DePaoli stir the polen-
ta for the November meeting.

Part of the large number of Roma Lodge members and guests at the 
November polenta dinner meeting.

Pamela Sola has graciously volunteered to serve as the Roma Lodge 
Junior Member chair and shows working with junior members at a 
craft table at the meeting.

Roma Lodge initiated several new members at the October meeting.  
They are from left to right Roy Beecher with grandmother Joann 
Beecher, Amelia Curti with parents Justin and Navin Curti, Haydyn 
DePaoli with mother Leslie DePaoli, Kate Watkins with mother Me-
lissa Watkins, Camden Taylor with mother Nicole Taylor and Savina, 
Sebastian and Sylvia Pedroncelli. 

PUZZLE ANSWERS

Arlene Nunziati
State First Vice President

Best wishes for a
Happy Holiday Season
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Upcoming Events: 
December 8 (Friday)
Cesare Battisti Christmas Party at Lucchesi 
Community Center: Polenta and Stew
January 11 (Thursday)
Monthly Meeting and Dinner: Risotto and Chicken 
February 3 (Saturday)
Crab Feed! All You Can Eat!

Lodge News:  
1. Our Children’s Christmas Party will be on Friday De-

cember 8 at Lucchesi Community Center. This party is open to 
members, their families and friends. Santa Claus will be there 
for the children. Ticket prices are: age 12 – adult $20, children 
under 12 are $5. Reservations are required by Thursday, No-
vember 30. Please call Elsie Albertoni at 707.762.4712 for your 
reservation and/or mail your check to Elsie Albertoni at 515 
Sunny Slope Avenue, Petaluma CA 94952. Elsie will forward 
your tickets for the event. No host bar and soft drinks at 6 pm, 
Santa Claus at 6:30 pm and the traditional Polenta and Stew 
dinner at 7 pm.

2. Our Thanksgiving Dinner in November was a wonder-
ful event. Everyone had a great time and the food was divine. 
Thanks to Ed Santero, Linda and Louise Santero, and the rest 
of the cooks for putting together a memorable meal. Special 
thanks to the members who cooked the turkeys and everyone 
who helped to serve.                                                                                       

3. You should be receiving the membership 2018 dues 
statements soon. Please send them back with your payment as 
soon as possible. Also enclosed will be the tickets for the 2018 
$100 monthly drawing. We need separate checks for dues and 
raffle tickets. Please respond quickly and be eligible for all the 
drawings.

4. We need a few more people to help with set up, tear 
down, and serving for all our dinners, particularly the Christ-
mas party. Please call Ann Albertoni at 707.763.4213, or Angelo 
Leone at 707.763.4626. Your help is greatly appreciated!

5. I attended the dinner in Santa Rosa for those in the 
Italian Community that have been affected by the fires. Lodges 
members from the north bay united lodges were in attendance 
as were special guests for the evening, Counsel General, Lo-
renzo Ortona who spoke to the Italian community in regard to 
recent disasters that have occurred in the North Bay, in order to 
listen and be updated and have an exchange of views on how to 
possibly assist those impacted, and Past State President, Maria 
Pignati, Immediate Past State President, Lynn Lawrence-Mur-
phy and Past State President, Arturo Ibleto. The event was so 
well represented, so many people lost their homes including a 
volunteer fireman, Clint St. Martin who spoke of his involve-
ment in the fire.

6. The Grand Lodge of California – OSIA has forwarded 
tickets at $30.00 each. Proceeds go to: 2018 General Fund. 365 
Winners - 1 each day of the year. Daily winner $25.00, last day 
of the month $50.00, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Christmas 
Day and New Years Day $200.00. Please see me for your ticket.

7. State Trustee, Ray Bini will make a visit to our lodge at 
our meeting January 11, 2018. Plan to attend this meeting and 
welcome our new State Trustee.

8. New State President, John Costa will be honored at 
Vallejo Lodge Saturday, December 16. $17.00 for adults. Reser-
vations required. I will be attending this event and would like 
our lodge members to join me. Please contact me and ride with 
me to this event. 

Sick Members: Don De Carli recovering from surgery.

Member Birthdays:
Gerry Benson 29th, Christine Camozzi 18th, Pat Del Prete 29th, 
Peter Figone 21st, Sharon Hromek 29th, Mary Kotaris 4th, Rich-
ard Lemos 26th, Vanessa Miller 5th, Jerry Roberts 24th, Linda 
Santero 27th, Justin Tarca 12th.

Cesare Battisti Lodge #1518
Petaluma CA

by Ann Albertoni

William Paca 
Lodge #1960

Mountain View, CA
by Carolyn Franklin

Our annual polenta and 
sausage dinner was a huge 
success. Even though we 
feel the passing of time with 
changes that come about 
from age, from changes in 
our life style, some things re-
main constant. Friends and 
family are always with us ei-
ther beside us or with us in 
spirit. I was looking for an 
authentic chicken cacciatore 
recipe recently and in brows-
ing through our Il Leone 
cookbook, I came across so 
many wonderful memories 
of members from the past 
and those who are still with 
us to celebrate being togeth-
er.

John and Gloria Collins,-
Terry Field, Gina Dal Favero, 
John Linda, Ray and Helen 
Zanella, Bob and Jo Savelly, 
Joe and Margaret Cusimano, 
Loraine Marcolini McCutch-
eon, Ray and Connie Pagu-
ra, Al and Rosalia Margarit, 
Carlo and Rose Marenco, 
Henry Malatesta, Bianca and 
Lou Riga, John and Asunta 
Romano, Frank and Marie 
Gagliardi, Lena Membrino 
(my Mother) - all who are 
immortalized in our Lodge 
cookbook. It brought back 
memories of happy times, 
Italians doing what we do 
best - enjoying life! (By the 
way I found a great cacciato-
re recipe - my Mother’s!)

These are some of the Ital-
ians who helped build the 
Lodge and make it a place 
of family and memories. 
Now we have the new gen-
eration coming up: Isabella 
and Alexia Margarit, Jimmy 
Marenco, Chiara and Alice 
Mauro. They will carry on 
our banner and it’s our job 
to see that these youngsters 
show the world the drive, 
ambition and strength of 
those who have gone before 
us. We are so proud of them.

Il tempo ti passa presto se 
l’hai passato bene.

Wishing you all the many joys and 
blessing of the holiday season

Barbara Wisniewski State 3rd Vice President and husband Ken

Best wishes to all for a 
joyous holiday season

Past State President Maria Fassio Pignati
and husband, Ugo Pignati

Buon Natale
to all

Hugh & Pam Ricci
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In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING  
LETTER TO YOUR FAMILY: 

 
I’m sorry to have left you without  
making any final arrangements. 

   
The reason I didn’t do this  

when I had the chance was…  
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

The Italian Cemetery 
Stewards of Your Family’s Heritage Since 1899

ww.ItalianCemetery.com
650-755-1511

Eloise Rota
February 1924 - October 2017

The beloved wife of our member of 50 + years, Ernie Rota. 
Eloise always joined Ernie at many of our functions, was 
an inspiration to speak with and was dearly loved by all. 
Eloise was the essence of the perfect lady! Eloise we will 
miss you… Until we meet again

Napa Lodge #2043
Napa, CA

by Anna Graeber
info@napasonsofitaly.org

James L. Gunby
January 1924 - October 2017

Jim as everyone knew him was such a delight to know. 
Those of us who had the pleasure of being close to him 
like Jim Cusimano will tell you Jim Gunby was one of a 
kind and a friend for life. Jim and his wife Sally have been 
members since 2002. Jim will be missed as Jim and his 
smile indeed brightened any room he came into.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
from the Officers and Members of 

Centinela Valley Lodge #1991

Annette Porter, President

The officers and members
of the 

Renaissance Lodge #2259
wish you and your family 

a very joyous Holiday Season!

President Mary Jane Cambria

Merry Christmas
from 

Past State President John Tedesco
and Pam Tedesco, Past First Lady

Buon Natale
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On Friday, November 
10, the Hon. Lorenzo Orto-
na, Italian Consul General 
in San Francisco, went to 
Santa Rosa to meet with 
members of the North Bay 
Italian community that 
were impacted by Octo-
ber’s disastrous fires in the 
area.  Also present was the 
Consul’s lovely wife, Shei-
la Pierce-Ortona, members 
of the Consulate, as well as 
members of COMITES.  It 
was the Consul General’s 
desire to listen to persons 
affected, and be updated 
and have an exchange of 
views on how to possibly 
assist those who suffered 
immeasurable losses.

The meeting was hosted 
by the Santa Rosa Lodge, 
and held at their meeting 
hall at the Brookwood Mo-
bile Estates. The program 
began with a warm wel-
come from Lodge President 
Joan Acquistapace and Im-
mediate Past State President 
Lynn Lawrence-Murphy, 
followed by the Italian and 
American anthems sung by 
yours truly and the invoca-
tion given by Jerry Caine. 
Messages from State Pres-
ident John Costa, and Na-
tional President Vera Girola-
mi, who were both unable to 
attend, were shared.  Over 
85 persons were in atten-
dance, and were treated to a 
delicious turkey dinner with 
all the trimmings, as catered 
by the Union Hotel of Occi-
dental as well as members 
of the North Bay lodges.  Af-
ter dinner the Consul Gen-
eral spoke and expressed 
his heartfelt solidarity with 
those who had suffered 
damage or lost their homes, 
and offered the assistance 
of the Italian Consulate in 
replacing Italian passports 
and important Italian doc-
uments and any other aid 
that might be needed in 
these areas.  Those in atten-
dance remarked how won-
derful and special it was to 
have the Consul General 
come up to the area, meet 
the community, and offer to 
help.  His concern was most 
appreciated.

The Consul then invited 
Clint St. Martin, a former 
Marine and a volunteer 
firefighter, to speak to the 
audience.  Clint described 
his life-saving actions as a 
first responder, and how he 
and his fellow first respond-
ers saved many people that 
first night of the firestorm 
by warning residents of 
the impending disaster and 
getting them out of their 
homes.  Thankfully, people 
were spared their lives, but 
sadly, this selfless hero lost 
his own home, and came 
frighteningly close to be-
ing surrounded by the fire.  
When Clint finished his 
spellbinding story he was 

Italian Consul General Visits North Bay Fire Victims
by Maria Fassio Pignati, Past State President

given a standing ovation for 
his bravery and heroism in 
the line of duty.  Regretful-
ly, there were several people 
in attendance that lost their 
homes, but thanks to the 
courageous actions of oth-
ers, they were able to escape 
the raging inferno.

Lodge President Joan 
then spoke and described 
how she spent 14 days 
working at the Vet’s Me-
morial Building during the 
fire as an RN, helping set 
up and then working in 
the ‘hospital’, handling the 
evacuations of both Kaiser 
and Sutter hospitals, as well 
as a few SNFs (Skilled Nurs-
ing Facilities) and some pri-
vate care homes (Assisted 
Living).  Sister Joan was in 
charge of the supplies and 
medications for the whole 
place; interfacing with the 
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter and other shelters.  They 
performed ‘MacGyver med-
icine’, working with what 
they had – and they didn’t 
always have what the doctor 
wanted.  After two weeks, 
the shelter transitioned 
from a medical model to a 
Red Cross organizational 
model, releasing the need 
for licensed nurses.  Anoth-
er hero in this unimaginable 
disaster.

State officers present at 
the event in addition to our 
Immediate Past State Presi-
dent Lynn were State Trust-
ees of the North Bill Mur-
phy and Ray Bini, and State 
Trustee Central Louise Silac-
ci who brought her mother 
Loretta from Petaluma with 
her.  Also present was Past 
State President Arturo Ible-
to who brought some of his 
wine (he looks great at 91!), 
and Medical Charities Chair 
Mike Carroll and wife Kar-
en from Sonoma.  Visiting 
Lodge Presidents included 
Paul Grant from Valley of 
the Moon Lodge of Sonoma 
and his mother Josephine, 
Ann Albertoni from the Ce-
sare Battisti Lodge of Peta-
luma, and Pam Bini of the 
Beatrice Portinari Lodge of 
Vallejo with member Don-
na Branch.  Gloria Garibaldi 
and the Murphys came from 
the Napa/St. Helena lodges, 
Doreen Venturi came from 
the Ukiah Lodge, and Louie 
Lodi from the Sacramento 
Lodge serenaded the assem-
bly with songs.  There was 
also representation from 
two branches of the ICF, the 
North Bay Italian Cultural 
Foundation, and the Italian 
American.

As liaison between the 
Sons and Daughters of Italy 
and the Italian Consulate for 
this event, I wish to express 
my deepest gratitude to 
Santa Rosa Lodge President 
Joan Acquistapace, who 
was able to successfully put 
this dinner meeting togeth-

er on very short notice.  As 
a former Marine herself, 
Joan took charge and did an 
outstanding job, along with 
her co-chairs, Lynn Law-
rence-Murphy and husband 
Bill, who donated their wine 
and helped coordinate the 

food. Committee members 
include Sue Tunstall, Ruth 
and Fred Acquistapace, San-
ta Rosa Lodge State Deputy 
Doreen Venturi, and other 
OSDIA members who gra-
ciously donated their time, 
talents, and food to make 

this event successful.  This 
evening was a great group 
effort….a family-style get 
together that offered unity, 
compassion, and a heal-
ing message for those who 
needed it most.

 

Consul General Lorenzo Ortona 
speaking to the assembly.

l to r:  Sheila Pierce Ortona, Past State President Maria Pignati, Past State President Arturo 
Ibleto, Santa Rosa Lodge State Deputy Doreen Venturi, Santa Rosa Lodge President Joan 
Acquistapace Caine, COMITES Secretary Sonia Spadoni-Alioto, Imm. Past State President 
Lynn Lawrence-Murphy, Consul General Lorenzo Ortona, Francine Passa, Italian Vice Con-
sul Luigi Biondi, Mariangela Guarienti, Josephine Grant, Mariangela’s husband, and Valley 
of the Moon President Paul Grant.

Enjoying the delicious 
turkey dinner.

First responder Clint St. Martin 
shares his story.
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The Gold Country Lodge 
#2705 recently held its 1st 
Annual Fall Bocce Bash on 
October 22, 2017 in El Do-
rado Hills, California.   16 
teams competed in a single 
elimination tournament in 
the sold out event. The partic-
ipants were treated to home-
made Italian sausage (by the 
Lodge members) and pepper 
sandwiches in the park as 
they enjoyed the amazing fall 
weather. President Anthony 
Scotch congratulated the first 
and second place teams.  First 
place team, 4 Amicis, was Carl 
Renner, Joe Lima, Ray Lenci 
and George Koster.  Second 
place team, Bugatti, was Dave 
and Pat Palmer and Tom and 

Gold Country Lodge #2705
El Dorado Hills, CA

by Tami Welch

Patty Worth.  The camarade-
rie and sportsmanship were 
exemplary and a credit to the 
game.

Many thanks to the teams 
that participated in the event, 
the donors of the wonderful 
raffle prizes and the lodge 
volunteers.  The Gold Country 
Lodge’s Fall Bocce Bash is an 
excellent venue in which to 
promote community spirit 
and Italian heritage.  Proceeds 
from this event will go to-
wards our Annual Scholarship 
Fund that benefits seniors in 
the El Dorado Union High 
School District and the Oak 
Ridge High School Italian 
Class.

We had Installation of New Members on 11-14-17. We celebrated 
with a yummy Thanksgiving feast prepared by our members. Thank 
you to Barbara Winsniewski our State 2nd Vice President in doing 
the honors of installing our new members. Pictured l-r: Jen Chelini, 
Alice & Bill Carpentier, Jan Keahey, Barbara Winsniewski, President 
Anthony Scotch, Lee Reis, Bill Laut, Bob & Patricia Goldsand

Debbie Ure
Assistant to Andy Pampuro

Il Leone

Have a
Merry Christmas

and a
Happy New Year

Buon Natale e Felice Anno Nuovo
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

  Rosemarie Biagetti Vanderhaar
Scholarship Committee Chairperson
United Lodges Columbus Chairperson

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year

Manny Finazzo
State Trustee South

Past State President
National  President
Vera Girolami and

Honorable Judge Al Girolami 
extend their sincerest

holiday wishes.
Merry Christmas

and
Happy New Year

Happy Holidays!

from the Staff
of the Il Leone

Merry Christmas
&

Happy New Year

Holiday
Greetings

from the
Grand Lodge
of California

Merry Christmas
to all from the 

members of the
Joanne Coccia 
Lodge #2553

Paul Finazzi
President
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Happy Holidays from 
Shasta Lodge.

On Saturday, November 
11th we held our Annual 
Thanksgiving/Memorial 
Dinner. This is our dinner to 
honor our deceased mem-
bers and veterans. All the 
proceeds from this dinner 
go to our scholarship fund. 
I am happy to say we had 
about a hundred people 
in attendance and raised 
about $1250 for our scholar-
ship fund.

The memorial service 
was lead this year by Julie 
Warren. She opened with 
a prayer and a poem for 
the veterans in attendance. 
She then turned the service 
over to John Tasello who 
read a list of nearly a hun-
dred deceased members. As 
names were read, votives 
were turned on at tables as 
people recognized family 
or friends who had passed 
on. Julie then gave a lovely 
closing prayer.

It was a delightful din-
ner prepared by the council 
members. Very nice event.

We have many parties to 
be held at the lodge in De-
cember, starting with a par-
ty for the kids on December 
2nd. They will do crafts, 
play games, sing carols lead 
by members of Enterprise 
High School Music Depart-
ment. They will then have 
lunch followed by a visit 
from Santa Claus.

Then we have five ca-
tered parties throughout 
December, and one the first 
weekend of January. They 
will be followed closely by 
our Crab Feed on January 
19th and 20th, then we will 
host a dinner for the Red-
ding Police Explorer Ca-
dets.

We will all be ready for a 
break for Christmas. Wish-
ing you and your families a 
very blessed Christmas and 
of course a wonderful New 
Year.

Ciao,
Your friends at Shasta 

Lodge.

Shasta Lodge 
#2453

Redding, CA
by Carole Dellaragione

The Commission for 
Social Justice continues to 
convince cities and states 
throughout the United States 
to recognize Christopher Co-
lumbus for his achievements 
and recognitions and not 
portray him as an aggressor 
who provoked rampage and 
destruction among Native 
Americans.  Unfortunately, 
his legacy has been tarnished 
due to a movement that has 
been critical of historical fig-
ures who have been wrong-
ly labeled in an attempt to 
destroy American history.  
Their premise is that Colum-
bus brought torture, misery, 
slavery, and destruction to 
the indigenous people, but 
that they never mentioned 
the atrocities committed by 
the native indigenous people 
to themselves.  We acknowl-
edge the atrocities did hap-
pen in the 14th century but to 
blame one individual among 
many of the explorers who 
came to America is political-
ly motivated.  CSJ and other 
Italian organizations includ-
ing the Knights of Colum-
bus have been forerunners to 
preserve Columbus’s legacy.  
His legacy as a navigator, ex-
plorer and devoted Christian 
led to the discovery of Amer-
ica.  This discovery became 
a Gateway for Europeans 
to settle and discover a new 
land called America.  Kevin 
Caira, National Chairman, 
CSJ has done a remarkable 
job attempting to call atten-
tion and to city and state pol-
iticians organizations to ob-
serve the legacy of Columbus 
and the date of October 12 as 
recognition of his achieve-
ments in the Italian-Ameri-
can communities.

We, as Italian-Americans, 
knowledge and grateful that 
our forefathers were able 
to travel to the Americas at 
great risk leaving their home-
land and seeking a better life 
for our generations.  Ital-
ian-Americans have contrib-
uted so much to making this 
country great and have en-
dured mistreatment and ridi-
cule throughout the years.  

Notwithstanding, our 
ancestors were able to enjoy 
their new life and freedom.  
They treasure freedom and 
work hard to obtain a legacy 
for us.   They also endured 
hardship and they were clas-
sified as enemy aliens who 
might show sympathy to the 
enemy during World War 11.  

National president Vera 
Girolami, shared a letter she 
received from Chet Cam-
panella an 86-year-old Ital-
ian-American, who was de-

Commission For Social Justice
by Tony Ricevuto

tained by our country and 
interned along with his fam-
ily as an “Enemy Aliens”.  In 
1942 there were over 695,000 
Italian immigrants in the 
United States.  More than 
1900 would be taken into 
custody and detained under 
wartime restrictions.  Italians 
along with Japanese Ameri-
cans and German-Americans 
suffer the same consequences 
in camps not able to work or 
own businesses or take care of 
their families. Mr. Campan-
ella described the mistreat-
ments and injustices during 
this period.  Italian-Ameri-
cans were forced to be fin-
gerprinted, photographed 
and given alien identification 
booklets which they had to 
carry as identification.  Their 
houses and businesses were 
searched without search war-
rants and some of their prop-
erties and possessions were 
confiscated.  Families who 
were displaced were discrim-
inated against because they 
were Italian-Americans and 
had a hard time finding work 
or lodging, waiting for their 
loved ones to be released.  
The government kept these 
mistreatment and injustice 
as classified information and 
were not released to the pub-
lic.    At the same time, Italian 
men and sons were fighting 
and dying for freedom as mil-
itary soldiers.  The Japanese 
that were interred received 
reparations and apologies.  
Each Japanese survivor re-
ceived $20,000.

Mr Campanella wrote 
two congressional bills H.R. 
1706 that request the Secre-
tary of Education grant $3 
million to be used to educate 
the American population 
on these horribleness treat-
ments.  H.R. 1707 requested 
a formal public apology from 
our government for the mis-
treatment of Italians during 
this period.  He requested 
that you contact your Con-
gressional Representative 
and Speaker of the House, 
Paul Ryan, to support and 
bring both bills to the house 
for a vote. 

I pray that everyone is 
enjoying their Thanksgiving 
dinners with families and 
friends and remembering 
our Italian brothers and sis-
ters that have served in the 
United States military or as 
law enforcement officers and 
first responders.  They have 
sacrificed their time and lives 
supporting our great country.  
Italian-Americans are known 
to be a patriotic nationality 
who loves our country and 
Italy.

May the Spirit 
of Christmas 
Be With You 

Throughout the 
Year

Past State President, Chris Lotito
Athletic Committee Chair, Mary Lotito

Our very best wishes for a happy holiday season

Sadie Tamburine, State Second Vice President
and husband Sid Tamburine

The members of the C. Colombo Lodge #1315
Antioch, California

wishes everyone a Merry Christmas!

Buon Natale

Believe in
the magic of
Christmas!

State Queen
Mary Lucido
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Sacramento Lodge #1315
Sacramento, CA
by Pam Stewart

Our Annual Shrimp Feed, our largest Fundraiser of the year, was held on Saturday, November 
4th. Special thanks to our President Dan Marinelli for chairing the event and to Deangela Smith 
and her son Mike for a delicious dinner. The evening culminated with raffle prizes and dancing.

At our November Dinner/Meeting on the 8th we recognized four lodge members celebrating 
special Member Anniversaries: Abbie Baroni - 20 years, Richard Inderbitzen - 25 years Barbara 
Alfidi - 38 years and Dave Carboni - 42 years. Congratulations to everyone!!

Our final event for 2017 is our December Christmas Dinner. It will be held on Wednesday 
December 13th at 6:30 PM. Verna Carboni will be preparing a special Holiday Dinner with all the 
trimmings. Hope to see everyone there.

Celebrating Anniversaries (L-
R) Richard Inderbitizen, Abbie 
Baroni, Barbara Alfidi, Dave 
Carboni and President Dan 
Marinelli.

Enjoying themselves at our An-
nual Shrimp Feed (L-R) Ros-
eville Lodge Member Yvonne 
Vanoni, Sacraento Lodge Mem-
ber Dave Carboni, Grand Lodge 
Queen Mary Lucido and Past 
State Presidet Roy Vanoni.

Become a Sponsor
of Il Leone!

Mangiamo….Let’s Eat….and 
with Polenta and Stew as the 
entre, a very large crowd did 
just that on Friday, Novem-
ber 17th. A standing ovation 
for the kitchen crew: Marlene 
Parr, Bert Harris, Gail Mor-
ton, Tim Coragliotti, Ray Ai-
roldi and Steve Branch. The 
Vallejo Lodges are fortunate 
to have such excellent serv-
ers lead by Donna Lee Costa 
and kudos to Kaitlyn, Shelby, 
Vanessa and Rick Clemons, 
Jana and Sean Houston and 
Cristina Bini. Congratula-
tions to Nick Bini who won 
the Money Board.  Our next 
Polenta Dinner will be Satur-
day, February 24th.

Reservations Are Essen-
tial….absolutely The More 
The Merrier---but our cooks 
need to know how many 
people will be putting their 
feet under our table! If you 
are joining us for a Tuesday 
Night Meeting Dinner then 
we need your reservation by 
Sunday. If you will be attend-
ing one of our Sunday Din-
ners or Events then please 
RSVP a minimum of 3 days 
prior. Reservations to: Jose-
phine Agosta 642-1658/328-

2610, Michele Castagnola 
853-0386 or Pamela Bini 567-
2938.

UC Davis Presentation of 
our Wine Tasting & Silent 
Auction funds from our 2017 
event happened on Tuesday, 
November 14th at their Wal-
nut Creek facility. Extreme 
gratitude is expressed for 
our yearly donation because 
it helps fill the gaps left by 
grant funding. Dr. Charles 
DeCarli spoke to us about 
maintaining a healthy aging 
brain, as well as the multi-
ple focuses of their current 
research. Their web site has 
been  updated and includes 
several U-Tube videos. Check 
out www.ucdavis.edu/alz-
heimers and click on the Ed-
ucational Tab.

Looking Ahead….December 
16th a Ravioli & Roast Beef 
Dinner honoring our State 
President John Costa. En-
tertainment by The Sparks 
Sisters. Tickets $17.00.  Jan-
uary 13th Crab Feed. Tickets 
$40.00 and advance sale only.

Essere Bene ed Eserre Felici!

Vallejo Lodges
by Sharon Silveira

UC Davis Presentation
Front row: Rod Haskins, Rick Branch, Sharon Silveira, Ray Bini and 
Jayne LaGrande.
Back row: Fred & Esther Asche, Rick Silveira, Donna Branch, Pame-
la Bini, Dr. DeCarli, Dr. Johnson, Ruth Costa and John Costa.

Making Polenta - Steve Branch and Bert Harris.
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LODGE DIRECTORY
AMERICA

LODGE No. 1609
Anniv. Nov. 20, 1931

LA HABRA
PRES. LINDA ENNEMAN

641 S. Gilbert St.
Anaheim, CA 92804

Phone: (714) 309-6112
Email:  llee1975@aol.com 

Rec. Secty: Yolanda Campanelli
18224 Midbury St.

Brea, CA 92821
Phone: (562) 691-5487

Email: yolandacb2@msn.com
Meets 3rd Sun. 1:30 p.m.
101 West La Habra Blvd.

La Habra, CA 90631

ANAHEIM
LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. EVA LAVEZZARI

6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone (714) 501-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808

Phone: (714) 469-1020
Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net

Meets 4th Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Anaheim Lodge Hall

250 E. Center St
Anaheim, CA 92805

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA  94590
Phone:  (707) 552-7474
Email: porterbini@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Melanie Rushing
216 Jepson Way

Vacaville, CA 95688
Phone:  (707) 449-1196

Email: gmzjrushing@
sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: ospires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. EDNA ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969

Email: esposnca@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Walaine Hankins

4620 Discovery Point
Discovery Bay, CA  94505

Phone:  (925) 437-4721
Email: whankins@sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center

415 W. 2nd Street
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES.  ANNETTE PORTER
19310 Ronald Ave.

Torrance, CA  90503
Phone: (310) 371-1041

Email:  ampdynomom@aol.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Tues. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES. ANN ALBERTONI
817 Elm Drive

Petaluma, CA 94952
Phone: (707) 763.4213

Email: a_albertoni@com-
cast.net

Rec.Secy. Anna Biggio
125 Rogue Moraes

Mill Valley, CA 94941
Phone: (415) 388.1998

Email: sonoioann@gmail.
com

Meets 2nd Thurs. 6:30 pm
Petaluma Community 

Center
(Lucchesi Park)

320 N. McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. JOHN NARDI
861 Edgewood Rd

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 363-0120

email: janardi@gmail.com
Rec. Secty Angie Fanucchi

3721 Wilshire Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 228-6013

Email: angsm42@gmail.com
Meets 4th  Tues. 7:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall 
1159 Bush St. 

San Carlos, CA 94070

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO GALLEGOS
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 251-5992
Rec Secty Steven Barra

850 W. Jensen
Fresno, CA 93706

Phone (559) 974-2345
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall
3509 North First St.
Fresno, CA 93721

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. ANGELA SILVA

1301 Williams Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Phone:  (650) 291-3595
Email: angelamsilva_2008@yahoo.com

Rec. Secty. Carla Silva
1301 Williams Ave.

San Bruno, CA 94066
Phone:  (415) 308-8254

No information on meeting 
place

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty. Dawn Romero 

12410 Westridge Dr.
Reno, NV 89509

Phone: (775) 350-2442
Email: Dromero@washoeschools.

net
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral
310 W 2nd St.

Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LINDA PARENT TASCA
4014 Lynwood Ct.

Concord, CA 94519
Phone:  (925) 825-2560

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Dr.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. CARMINE BAFFO
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (760) 885-8256

Email:carminnie@earthlink.net
Rec. Secty. Minnie Baffo

19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (760) 885-8256

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Brookdale at Apple Valley
11825 Apple Valley Rd. 
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOE LAPORTA
1536 Enclave Way

Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.rr.com
Rec. Secty. Angela 
Cosenza-Glatfelter

1362 Esperanza Trail
Palm Springs, CA 92262

Phone: 909-702-1616
Email: angie.Glatfelter@gmail.

com
Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. LARRY ROMANAZZI
1150 N.Rossmoor Ct.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: (559) 733-1461

Email: larry@msrcpa.com
Rec. Secty. Maureen Bianco

1801 Manor Drive
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone: (559) 732-0700
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. EDDIE FORNARI MORGAN
1812 McFarlan St.
Eureka, CA  95501

Phone: (707) 267-4688
EMAIL: eddie.alexander.

morgan@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. 

Phone: 
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

7th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. JAMES HILL
3196 Hawthorn St.

San Diego, Ca 92104
Phone:  (619) 280-5554
Rec. Secty. Sid Tamburine

1925 Circle Park Lane.
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone:  (858) 537-9878
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 P.M.

GIUSEPPE MAZZINI
LODGE No. 2011

Anniv. Dec. 10, 1950
FREMONT

PRES: GINA LOVECCHIO
32518 Lake Chabot St.

Fremont, CA 94555
Phone (510) 943-7403

Rec. Secty. Cathy Caserta
691 Mohican Dr.

San Jose, CA 94549
Phone:  (408) 225-6373

Email: catrica@sbcglobal.net
Meets 1st Fri. 6:30 p.m.

Newark Pavilion
6430 Thornton Ave.
Newark, CA 94560

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. ROY STRALLA
15510 Quicksilver Drive

Reno, NV 89511
Phone:  (775) 742-4400
Rec. Secty. Monica Domini

4790 Caughlin Parkway #502
Reno, NV 89519

Phone:  (775) 843-3733
Email: monicadomini@gmail.

com
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. ANTHONY SCOTCH
3225 Stonehurst Dr.

El Dorado Hills,CA 95762
Phone: (916) 425-3330

Email:agscotch@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Bev Stcotch
3225 Stonehurst Dr.

El Dorado Hills,CA 95762
Phone: (916) 425-1494

Email: bevscotch@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave.
La Puente, CA 91744  
Phone: (626) 917-5962 
Email: bverdo@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
11717 Grovedale Dr.
Whittier, CA 90604

Phone: (562) 693-3140
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 6 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. CHARLES 
SANT’AGATAI

1945 N. Glen Alva Lane
Clovis, CA. 93619

Phone: (559) 23-9523
e-mail: cjsa@att.net

Rec. Secty. Janis Hansen
2195 Stratford Way
Hanford, CA 93631

Phone: (559) 582-4731
e-mail: jahansen@sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 822-8740
Email: pffin@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci
522 E. Lugonia, Apt A
Redlands, CA 92374

Phone: (909) 855-5437
Email: michaelynn66@live.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL DENARO
150 Lancer Ave. 

Oceanside, CA 92058
Phone:  (760) 433-1183
Email: saljd55@cox.com 

Rec. Secty. Jeffrey Steckman
4230 La Portalada Dr.
Carlsbad, CA 92010

Phone: (760) 458-9404
Email: jsteckman1aol.com

Meets 1st Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Encinitas Elks Lodge
1393 Windsor Road
Cardiff, CA 92007 

LAKE COUNTY
LODGE No 2537

Anniv. Apr. 19, 1983
NICE

PRES. KAREN WILSON
375 E. HWY 20 #15

Upper Lake, CA  95485
Phone (707) 275-9276

Email: wauntiek@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty Barbara Castaldo

17120 Knollview Dr.
Hidden Valley Lake, CA 95467

Phone: (707) 987-4695
Meets 3rd Mon. 5:30 p.m.

At various locations

LAS VEGAS
LODGE No. 2158

Anniv. Jan. 10, 1965
LAS VEGAS

PRES. ANTHONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89146
Phone: (702) 896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Rec. Secty. Rita Ware

209 Pancho Via Dr.
Henderson, NV 89012

Phone: (702) 361-5831
Meets 3rd Mon. 
Blue Ox Tavern

5825 W. Sahara Ave
Las Vegas, NV 89104

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. DONNA FERREIRA
2028 Hickory Ct.

Modesto, CA  95356
Phone:  (209) 602-2056
Email: donnaferreira@att.net

Rec. Secty: Rose Montoya
3008 Lancaster Way
Modesto, CA 95355

Phone: (209) 872-4844
Email: rosenpaul@sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Fri. 6:00 p.m.
Eagles Hall

126 Camellia Way  
Modesto, CA 

MONTEREY
LODGE No. 2003

Anniv. Feb. 5, 1950
MONTEREY

PRES. THOMAS MANCINI
8 Valencia Ct.

Seaside, CA 93955
Phone:  (831) 394-6480

Email: tmancini@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Merrilyn Mancini

8 Valencia Ct.
Seaside, CA 93955

Phone: (831) 394-6480
Email: tmancini@sbcglobal.net
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:00 p.m.

2540 N. Fremont St.
Monterey, CA 93942

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 255-5242

Email: am.graeber@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. 

Meets 4th Mon. 7:00 p.m.
Senior Activity Center
1500 Jefferson Street

Napa, CA 94559
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LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. DAVID CERBONI

12730 8th St.
Yucaipa, CA 92399

Phone: (949) 220-4466
Email: oneitaliansonDMC@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty Robin Sindicich

1751 Partridge Ave.
Upland, CA 91784

Phone (909) 949-1387
Email: robinsin@earthlink.net

 Meets 2nd Wed. 6:30 p.m.
7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,

Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

WILLIAM PACA
LODGE No. 1960

Anniv. May 25, 1947
MOUNTAIN VIEW

PRES. ROSALIA MARGARIT
3062 El Sobrante

Santa Clara, CA 95051
Phone: (408) 243-8680

Rec. Secty. Peggy Ludwico
1111Morse Ave. #171
Sunnyvale, CA 94089

Phone: (408) 745-1775
Email: peggy9374@aol.com
Meets 2nd  Wed. 5:00 p.m.

SFV Hall
361 Villa Street

Mountain View, CA 94040

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES: DON CRADDUCK
2659 Laurel Dr.

Fairfield, CA 94533
Phone (707) 372-5151

Email: attoothmkr@comcast.
net

Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 2:00 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PARADISO
LODGE No. 2743

Anniv. July 10, 1999
PARADISE

PRES. WANDA TESSARO
14170 Wingate Circle
Magalia, CA 95954

Phone: (530) 762-0053
Email: jwtessaro@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Steve Neeley

1173 Waltons Mountain Rd.
Paradise, CA 95969

Phone: (530) 872-9325
Email: neeleymas2@

yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 6 p.m.

Paradise Ridge Senior Center
877 Nunneley Rd.

Paradise, CA 95969

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91096

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES: MARY JANE CAMBRIA
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Phone: (714) 749-7777

Email: maryjane@mjcambria.com
Recording Secty: Linda Ferraro Doi

523 N. Lowe Dr.
Placentia, CA 92870

Phone (714) 345-4780
Email:lindaferraro@sbcglobal.net

Meets 3rd Wed. 7 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church

Geneva Room
146 N. Grand Street
Orange, CA 92866

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

1565 Burl Ave
Clovis, CA 93611

Phone: (559) 299-1941
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. DAVID DEPAOLI
22714 Avenue 184

Strathmore, CA 93267
Phone: (559) 804-5443

Email: ddepaoli@ocsnet.net
Rec. Secty. Giovanna De Paoli

22714 Avenue 184
Strathmore, CA 93267
Phone: (559) 361-0640

Email: gdepaoli@ocsnet.net
Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.

World Ag Center Social Hall
4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Marcia Ceciliot
31 Clancy CT

Phone: (916) 316-0123
Email: SonsofItalyRoseville@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Raley’s

1915 Douglas Blvd.
Roseville, CA 95678

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. DAN MARINELLI
340 Cabot Court

Granite CA, CA 95746
Phone: (916) 698-2928
Email: dan.r.marinelli@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Abbie Baroni

2249 Tulip Way
Sacramento, CA 95821
Phone:  (916) 925-8758
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: (909) 557-4585
E-mail: hanklowinger@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday  6:00 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SALINAS
LODGE No. 2082

Anniv. Mar. 8, 1959
SALINAS

PRES. PAMELA DE ROSE
541 Belmont Dr.

Salinas, CA 93901
Phone (831) 757-6843

Rec. Secty. Lillian Filice
29 Alameda Place
Salinas, CA 93901

Phone:  (831) 758-0449
Mets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.

Madonna Del Sasso Parish
320 E. Laurel Dr.

Salinas, CA 93906

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, Ca 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480
Rec. Secty. Sue Tunstall

115 Brooktrail Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 570-7779

Email: sinamon219@att.net
Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.

 Brookwood Mobile Estates
7000 Montecito Blvd.

(Mobile Park)
 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. CAROLE 
DELLARAGIONE

3560 Magnums Way
Redding, CA  96003

Phone:  (530) 241-4342
Email: mscturner@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Rita Mandina

6318 Paso Drive
Redding, CA 96001

Phone:  (530) 223-5024
Email: happyfeet55@

sbcglobal.net
Meets 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Michael Norris

1400 Deer Park Rd.
Angwin, CA 94508

Phone:  (214) 770-5969
Email: amnorris09@yahoo.com

Meets 1st Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Native Sons Hall

1313 Spring Street
St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES: GARY DOGALI
P. O. Box 53

Redwood Valley, CA 95470
Phone (707) 485-8233

Email: sdogali@outlook.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Lynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: ml_laviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727@comcast.net

Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll
P.O. Box 198

Sonoma, CA 95476
Phone: (707) 938-1295

Email: karenecar@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. MICHAEL SMITH
1020 Lori Drive

Chico, CA 95972
Phone:  (530) 682-5641

Email: vettemikie@sbcglobal.
net

Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo
16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 519-2974
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 4:45 p.m.
2775 Nord Avenue
Chico, CA 95973

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. GLEN RUSHING

216 Jepson Way
Vacaville, CA 95688

amzjrushing@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 486-2948
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 8:00 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

479 McDonald Rd.
Aptos, CA 95003

Phone: (831) 210-9577
Email: kcpres@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. 

Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti
P. O. Box 130

Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: (530) 938-2881

Email: sole@cot.net
Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Memorial Hall
155 Clay Street

Weed, CA 96094

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!


