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OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE 
GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA 
WHOSE JURISDICTION COVERS 

CALIFORNIA, NEVADA  AND 
KLAMATH COUNTY IN OREGON

DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY

IL LEONE
Message 

From the State 
President

State President
Barbara Wisniewski

News from the 
Central

Pauline Richmond
State First Vice President

News from the 
North
Louis Lodi

State Third Vice President

Cont. on page 3

This is a brief report on the 
Grand Council Meeting, held 
at the Hilton Hotel Arden 
West, Sacramento, CA on Sep-
tember 17th and 18th.

On Friday, September 17, 
2021, the State Trustees had 
their audit meeting of ac-
counts of the Grand Lodge. 
Immediately following, the 
state officers met for the exec-
utive meeting.

On Saturday, September 
18th, at 9:00am was the Grand 
Council Meeting.  With Roll 
Call of officers, Pledge of Alle-
giance, and the Invocation.

There was reading and ap-
proval of minutes of the Grand 
Council Zoom meeting, held 
on March 20, 2021.

The State Officers gave 
their reports. State Financial 
Secretary, David Lavezzari, 
reviewed the report of the 
General Fund – Statement of 
Financial Position – July 31, 
2021, to December 31, 2020, 
Statement of Activities – YTD 
Actual vs Budget – For the 
seven months ending on July 
31, 2021.

The Grand Council meeting 
closed, and the meeting, of the 
Western Foundation, opened. 
Newly appointed CAO Mark 
Rossi ran the meeting. Finan-
cial Secretary, David Lavez-
zari, reviewed the report of the 
Western Foundation statement 
of financial Position as he did 
with the Grand Lodge General 
Fund report. Following were 
reports of the Western Foun-
dation Committee Chairper-
sons. The Western Foundation 
meeting closed and the Grand 
council meeting reopened and 
continued with reports of the 
Committee Chairpersons.

Unfinished Business reports 
were given and there was a 
discussion on the 2021 Fund-
raising benefitting the Grand 
Lodge General Fund.

Past State President, John 
Tedesdo spoke and gave an 
up-date on the Benefit Insur-
ance.

New Business discussed 
were changes to the Royal Pag-
eant Rules. The Queen contest 
will  officially start on Novem-
ber 1, 2021. Please remember, 
the Pageant committee needs 
to know no later than Sunday, 
November 14th, if you will 
have a participant to represent 
your lodge.  This is a fun event 
and we hope that you encour-
age your youth members to 
get involved.  A letter with full 
information and instructions  
from the Royal Pageant Chair-
person, Pamela Ricci has been 
sent to the lodges.

The Convention 2022 will be 
held at the Doubletree Orange 
County, Anaheim, CA, June 
23, 24, 25, 2022. Room $129.00 
+ +, no figures for the Package 
yet.

The next Grand Council 
meeting will again meet in 
person on March 18, 19. 2022.  
The meeting place will be de-
termined.

The Saturday evening din-
ner in honor of Past State Pres-
ident, Lynn Lawrence-Mur-
phy was held at the hotel with 
State Officers, with State Past 
Presidents, and guest in atten-
dance. Imm. Past State Pres-
ident John Costa was MC for 
the evening giving highlights 
of Lynn’s years of activities 
in OSDIA. Various members 
presented gifts to Lynn each 
expressing their appreciation 
of Lynn’s friendship. It was 
a beautiful fraternal evening 
with members and guest.

Hopefully, some of you 
were able to attend events 
celebrating Columbus Day, as 
well as share information re-
garding Christopher Colum-
bus that has been emailed to 
Lodge Presidents. Columbus 
Day celebrates the heritage 
and contributions of the na-
tions estimated twenty million 
Italian Americans. 

Happy Thanksgiving to All!
Fraternally – until next 

month

What a wonderful day First 
Gent, Ken and I had at the 
Western Foundation’s Golf 
Outing.  It was sponsored by 
the Vincenzo Bellini Lodge 
#2519, in Chico.  This Lodge 
worked tirelessly to prepare 
this event.  President Michael 
Colletti Smith along with 
more members than I can 
name put on a wonderful, 
profitable event.  Thank you 
all.  And, by the way, some of 
our skilled golfers are a little 
upset with your Grand Lodge 
President as I won the “Frozen 
Meatball Putt”!  As I don’t golf 
no one including myself saw 
that coming!  If you get the op-
portunity to tune into https://
www.actionnewsnow.com/
content/news/Chico-Sons-
and-Daughters-of-Italy-hosts-
annual-chari ty-golf -c las-
sic-575505741.html, you can 
see this actually happen!

I attended the virtual Na-
tional Convention this week-
end along with the delegates 
you elected.  There are several 
videos on the you tube page if 
you would like to see some of 
what happened.  I have asked 
our National Historian, Lynn 
Lawrence Murphy and our 
National Trustee, Arlene Nun-

ziati to write about this event 
so I don’t want to repeat what 
they will report. 

I hope all our Lodge Presi-
dents have been sharing the 
information that me and our 
Vice-Presidents have been 
sending out to you.  This in-
formation lets our members 
know what National, Grand, 
and Local Lodges are doing.  
In many cases, recently, the 
information has been about 
what is being done to combat 
Columbus hate.  

We have also passed on the 
information about the inter-
views being done on Face-
book.com/Sons.of.Italy each 
Wednesday.  If you missed 
any, please go to our Facebook 
page to find the previous in-
terviews with many interest-
ing Italian/Italian Americans.

The meetings for our Na-
tional Lodge along with some 
fun videos are housed at our 
You Tube page www.youtube.
com/c/OrderSonsandDaugh-
tersofItalyinAmerica .  Please 
take the time to review these.  

If you go to our Grand Lodge 
page at osiaca.org, you can 
view the “Membership Value 
Proposition”.  This presenta-
tion, created by our National 
Lodge speaks to “What does 
National do for me”.

There is so much informa-
tion out there if you know 
where to look.  Please feel free 
to reach out to me with ques-
tions.  If I don’t have the an-
swer, I will get it for you.

I will be writing the duties of 
each Lodge Office here in the 
Il Leone, one at a time, under 
a separate heading.  I think 
many people hear “Officer” 
and get concerned with what 
they might have to do.  I hope 
these little blurbs help to ex-
plain away the angst.  We are 
a team, and no office or officer 
can be successful without the 
rest of the team.

Till next month
Fraternally
Barbara

To My Sisters & Brothers of 
OSDIA

As you can see, I have aged 
significantly from my last pic-
ture. This month I have decid-
ed to provide a more recogniz-
able look. 

With Thanksgiving this 
month and all that that has 
happened in the past year and 
a half, November is a wonder-
ful time to truly give thanks. 
Covid has been difficult, and 
some have lost loved ones. 
Through my own person-
al experiences, I have found 
that when faced with difficult 
circumstances we overcome 
them and become stronger 
and better. My condolences to 
all those who have struggled 
with these times. Thanksgiv-
ing is a time to be grateful and 
appreciate what we have. 

I can see that our fraternal 
family (OSDIA) is emerging 
and starting to rebound with 
enthusiasm. I have been to 
several events, and everyone 
says it is always the same 
great feeling to be back to-
gether enjoying each other’s 
company. On the 9th and 10th 
of October I celebrated Co-
lumbus Day weekend at The 
Festa Italia in my hometown 
Reno, Nevada. About 20,000 
Italians enjoyed themselves 
eating pasta, raviolis, sfingi, 
drinking bellini & beer while 
enjoying great entertainment. 
A shout out to all the members 
I ran into there. Members of 
the Chico (Vincenzo Bellini), 
Northern Solano, Shasta, Ros-
eville, Giuseppe Verde, and 
Cristoforo Colombo Lodges 
were there. Everybody was 
having a great time.

On Columbus Day I trav-
eled to Chico for the 22nd 
Western Foundation Golf 
Tournament held at Canyon 
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ATTENTION PLEASE
Please help us out by becoming a sponsor of the 
IL Leone it is only $25 per year. 

We appreciate all your help.

Royal Court Of 
The Golden Lion 

SADIE TAMBURINE
1925 Circle Park Lane 
Encinitas, CA 92024
Ph: 760-274-6270
Email-sadieagos@

gmail.com

Immediate Past State 
President

HELP WANTED
I know that the most important position in our Grand Lodge is 
the Membership Chair.  With our membership numbers going 
down across the country we all need to work together to gain 
and maintain Membership.  I am looking for a motivated person 
to take over our Grand Lodge Membership Program.  You will 
work with me, our National Membership Chair, and the National 
Membership Committee.  
Please reach out to me if you think you might be a good fit for this 
position or if you have any questions.
Thank you.
Fraternally,
Barbara Fumosa Wisniewski
President, Grand Lodge of California
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State FirstVice President
Cont. from page 1

Thank You all so much for the Love, Cards, Prayers 
and Support for myself and my family for the loss of 
my daughter, Cathlene Rosha.  Donations to her Me-
morial Scholarship can be sent to my Lodge, Northern 
Solano #2534, Jerry Firpo 8057 N Meridan Rd. Dixon, 
CA 95620 or Wester Foundation, Grand Lodge 5051 
Mission Street San Francisco, CA 94112. 

Sincerely and Fraternally
Joy Bruno & Family

Thank YouDuties of a Local Lodge President:
I decided to start at the top.  Remember, as Lodge President you 
need to have served an entire term in another position on the 
Council.  This will give you the opportunity to see how things 
work.  Of course, the ideal situation would be to serve in a few 
different positions in the Council.  
Here are the duties of the Lodge President as the By Laws of 
the Grand Lodge of California.  Many Lodges have other things 
that the Lodge President oversees.  Speak with your Lodge Pres-
ident and see what kind of responsibilities are expected in your 
Lodge.
I know that this looks like a lot of responsibility but if you read it, 
you will probably never be called upon to act on some of these.
Article 42-Local Lodge President
The Local Lodge President is the head of the Local Lodge and 
shall have the following duties and prerogatives:
A:  Calls and presides over all the meetings of the Council and 

of the Assembly
B:  Sees that the laws of the Loval Lodge are observed, and the 

deliberations of the Council and the Assembly are carried 
out.

C:  Sees that the laws of the Order are respected and observed, 
and the orders of the Supreme Lodge and of the Grand Lodge 
are obeyed.

D:  Controls the affairs of the Loval Lodge and supervised the 
performance of the duties by the other Officers of the Coun-
cil.

E:  Requires the Local Lodge Orator to report to the State Orator 
those Officers who commit violations of the Bylaws.

F: Signs the minutes of the meetings of the Council and of the 
Assembly and all orders of payments, checks, correspon-
dence, and all documents which invest the responsibility of 
the Local Lodge and those required to be signed to safeguard 
the interests of the Local Lodge.

G:  Verifies every time deemed necessary the financial condition 
of the Local Lodge.

H:  Appoints all committees of the Local Lodge and is a member 
ex officio of all committees unless the Internal Bylaws of the 
Local Lodge provide otherwise.

I:  Is the custodian of all bonds.
J:  Refrains, when presiding, from making proposals or partici-

pating in the discussions at the meeting other than to clarify 
the issues presented, and votes after a tie on any motion.

K:  Hears the opinion of the Orator and then rules upon contro-
versies involving application of the Bylaws.  The interested 
member who disagrees with the ruling and the interpretation 
by the President may appeal to the State President within ten 
days of the decision.

L:  May silence or censure any member or members causing a 
disorder during a meeting of the Assembly or of the Council; 
and when such member or members persist in causing disor-
der, may levy a fine of up to $10.00 each, expel the member or 
members from the hall, or suspend the meeting.

M:  May appoint a Chaplain to perform any religious exercises 
of the Local Lodge.

N:  Fulfill all the duties and exercises all the rights herein not 
specified that are derived from laws and decrees of the Na-
tional Lodge or Grand Lodge, and from any internal Bylaws 
of the Local Lodge.

O:  Validates the Credentials of the State Delegates along with 
the Local Lodge Financial Secretary.

Country Club. I arrived to 
find that history had just been 
made. Our own Grand Lodge 
President Barbara Wisniews-
ki won the Frozen Meatball 
Putting Contest! In 22 years, 
no woman had ever won this 
Contest. Congratulations Bar-
bara!! I have tried for ten years 
to win and never came close. 
It was a very windy day. John 
Costa and I were paired up 
with two great gentlemen, Jim 
Ponzio, and his good friend 
Manuel. They are both over 
seventy and their drives and 
putts kept us in the tourna-
ment. Jim kept venturing out 
in the bushes finding golf 
balls. When we finished, he 
had over forty golf balls. I was 
quite happy he did not get bit 
by a rattlesnake. The real hero 
of the day was Michael Smith 
and his crew. Everything was 
fantastic from the raffle prizes 
to the lunch and cannoli. Ev-
eryone had a wonderful time. 
Excellent job to all of you at 
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge. 

On a sadder note, Pam Ric-
ci, President of the Cristoforo 
Colombo Lodge lost her beau-
tiful sister Lydia Aberasturi. 
Lydia was a long-time mem-
ber of the OSDIA. Our prayers 
go out to the families. Lydia 
is now singing all the Italian 
songs in heaven with her fa-
ther. Happy Thanksgiving to 
all. 

Ciao For Now,
Louie Lodi

State Third Vice President
Cont. from page 1

Leadership
by Pauline Terrusa Richmond
         State First Vice President

Leadership is an attitude and a state of mind.
One of the most important aspects of Leadership is the ability 

to demonstrate an accountable character. The quality for a leader 
is unquestionable integrity. If your member finds you guilty of 
being a phony and finds that you lack integrity you will fail.

The traits of most great leaders are humility, self-sacrifice, 
strong moral and ethical standards, patience, the ability to listen, 
decisiveness, (just to mention a few). A leader combines his/her 
traits so that others choose to collaborate with that leader. Lead-
ers, draw people/members by the strength of their character. 
Leadership skills must be cultivated.

Leadership and Membership go hand in hand. We all know, 
leadership in building membership requires constant solutions 
and implementation for the future of Order Sons and Daughters 
of Italy in America.. We can try reaching out to members with 
whom we have not communicated for a lengthy period.

We need to be enthusiastic about OSDIA and spreading the 
good news about the Order to others.

Think creatively for new ways to share with others in our com-
munities. Within our organization, we need to share ideas to fur-
ther our involvement in our lodges

Please remember, the way we treat people is just as important 
as how we lead them.

Scholarship Update
Rosemarie Biagetti Vanderhaar

Scholarship Committee Chairperson

The “Notice of Available Scholarships” has been sent to the 
high schools for the upcoming  year of 2022.  The application 
forms are available on the Grand Lodge website.  The forms are  
in PDF and PDF fillable format.

  The applications are for Academic amd Athletic scholarships 
as well as the application for  The Students to Italy Study grant.   
The study grant will only be awarded if the school is open and 
travel is once again permitted.

   At some given time in the future, a scholarship will be offered 
to a student wishing only to  attend a trade school.  Presently 
due to the lack of funding, the Western Foundation scholarship 
program cannot award a scholarship  When funding becomes 
available, there will also be an application for this scholarship.

   Any questions about the scholarships, please contact me 
by cellphone/text or email. Cellphone/text:  626/222-7768   or 
email:  rgeorev@aol.com
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The following is a brief sum-
mary of the reconvening of 
the 2021 National Convention. 
The Convention kicked off 
with a Virtual Meet and Greet 
Event on Thursday evening, 
October 14.

The next morning Friday, 
October 15th, our National 
President Robert Bianchi of-
ficially reconvened the 2021 
National Convention by zoom 
(1 pm EST, 10 PST). All the tra-
ditional opening ceremonies 
took place and roll call of all 
National Officers, State Presi-
dents and National Delegates 
were taken. A total of 97 out 
of 105 Delegates were present. 
President Bianchi gave his re-
port outlining his future goals 
and programs for the Order. 
The five Vice Presidents also 
gave their reports, and shared 
information about the Com-
mittees they are advising. All 
groups will have measurable 
goals to obtain over the next 
two years.

Several outstanding and in-
formative videos were then 
shared (State Vice President 
Pauline has sent the links to 
view these videos to your 
lodge presidents). Of great in-
terest to me, as your National 
Historian, was the National 
History Project Video with 
the history of the Grand and 
Subordinate Lodges through-
out the U.S. including Canada 
and our new lodge in Rome, 
Italy. Such rich heritage! Be 
sure to take the opportunity 
to view these videos. You can 
subscribe to You Tube to view 
these and many other pro-
grams created by our National 
Technology Committee.

The Supreme Lodge Finan-
cials for 2020-2021 and the 
Proposed Budget for 2022-
2023 were shared. Expenses 
were kept to a minimum but 
still will be short. However, 
THERE WILL BE NO PER 
CAPITA INCREASE FOR THE 
NEXT COUPLE OF YEARS! 
The SIF and CSJ Financials 
were also shared (both doing 
well).

The Proposed General Law 
Changes were shared and ap-
proved as well as the amend-
ed State of Florida By-Law 
Changes. We also approved all 
the By-Law Changes that have 
been made since August 2019. 
Of special interest to all state 
and local lodges is that Social 
Members can hold an office, 
with the exception of Lodge 
President, Vice President and 
State Delegate. Also , lodge of-
ficers can hold more than one 
office if becomes necessary, 
but not conflicting offices such 
as treasurer/financial secre-
tary or a trustee. The nomina-
tion of National Arbiters then 
took place (5 plus 5 alternates). 
Voting took place on Saturday.

In between reports, they 
shared several videos of En-
tertainer Aaron Caruso. Such 
an amazing voice and so en-
joyable. President Bianchi re-
cessed the meeting until Sat-
urday.

Day 2 of the Convention be-
gan Saturday. October 16 (1 
pm EST, 10 PST). Father For-
no opened the meeting with a 
prayer and it was back to the 
business of the day. Election of 
the 5 Arbiters and the 5 alter-

nates took place electronical-
ly with results shared within 
minutes. Lynn Lawrence-Mur-
phy was elected first alternate.

Dr. Mark DeNunzio shared 
the Membership Committee 
Report. Unfortunately, our 
membership is declining. We 
now have about 13,000 mem-
bers nationally. They have been 
working very hard to reach 
out to all age groups to build 
membership through various 
medias. The live streaming on 
You Tube and Face Book have 
been most successful. We all 
need to reach out and bring in 
new members. If we don’t in-
crease our membership, where 
will we be in 10 years?

The Foundation President 
Joseph Sciame shared that 
SIF is doing well. The 2021 
Virtual NELA was very suc-
cessful with a profit of around 
$120,000. Fifteen students 
were awarded scholarships 
this year at NELA. The Garib-
aldi Meucci Museum will be 
holding their Annual Lun-
cheon on November 6 virtu-
ally again this year. The mail 
program is also doing well. 
Through the Legacy Program, 
we have received several large 
donations.

CSJ President Robert Ferrito 
shared the progress we have 
made with the Columbus is-
sues, etc. this year. National 
has joined the Conference of 
Presidents of Major Italian Or-
ganizations which has and is 
working diligently to support 
and preserve our Italian Her-
itage.

The Technology Commit-
tee Report was shared. Zoom 
and Live Streaming have been 
very successful through this 
pandemic and are the look of 
the future. We still need ev-
eryone’s e-mail to be able to 
communicate with you more 
effectively,

The Marconi Award Recipi-
ent for this year was Gary Si-
nese.

Last but not least, were the 
Annual Charity Donations. 
Over $140,000 in this pan-
demic year was donated. Both 
Cooley’s and Alzheimer’s re-
ceived $50,000, and Autism 
received $34,000. California 
donated $5,400 to Alzhei-
mer’s, $13,000 to Cooley’s and 
$800 to Autism. Over $600,000 
was given out in scholarships 
across the country this year. 
Wow, we are amazing!

The Future Good of the Or-
der created a video thanking 
Past National President Nancy 
Fiori Quinn for her outstand-
ing leadership, constant sup-
port, fraternity and love for all 
of us.

The SIF Trustees and CSJ 
Board were elected. Our own 
Past State President Maria Pig-
nati was elected a SIF Trustee 
and Past National President 
Vera Girolami was added to 
the Board. Our CA National 
Trustee Arlene Nunziati was 
elected Recording Secretary 
for CSJ.
Fraternally yours,
Lynn Lawrence-Murphy, Na-
tional Historian
Arlene Nunziati, CA National 
Trustee
The next National Plenary will 
take place in Charleston, SC 
on Feb. 10 – Feb. 12

The OSDIA’s 57th Biennial Convention was convened on Au-
gust 14, 2021 by National President Nancy DiFiori Quinn in Jer-
sey City, New Jersey. About 60 people were in attendance, with 
the majority of the National Delegates on Zoom. The minutes of 
the previous Convention in San Antonio, Texas were approved. 
Opening Ceremonies took place, and a prayer was given by our 
National Chaplain Father Adam Forno. Nominations and Elec-
tion of the 2021 – 2023 officers took place. The newly elected 
officers are:
National President Robert A. Bianchi Esq., New Jersey 
National First President Joseph A. Boncore, Esq., Massachu-
setts 
National Second Vice President Michael G. Polo, Connecticut 
National Third Vice President Thom A. Lupo, New York
National Forth Vice President Dr. Mark S. DeNunzio, Florida
National Fifth Vice President Tony Bisceglia Anderson, North-
west 
National Orator Frank Gattuso, Esq., New Jersey 
National Recording Secretary John Saladino, Massachusetts
National Financial Secretary Louis R. Santoro, New Jersey 
National Treasurer Joseph F Rondinelli, New York 
National Historian Lynn Lawrence-Murphy, California 
National Chaplain Rev. R. Adam Forno, Florida

National Past President Joseph Sciame of New York was ap-
pointed and then elected to continue serving as President of the 
Sons of Italy Foundation, (SIF) and Past State President Robert 
M. Feritto of New York was appointed and elected to serve as 
President of the Commission for Social Justice (CSJ).

After the installation of the New Officers, National President 
Bianchi gave an informative and promising speech moving the 
Order into the future. National President Bianchi then recessed 
the Convention which is scheduled to resume on Zoom in Oc-
tober

A Brief Report of the
National Convention

By outgoing National Trustee Lynn Lawrence Murphy and 
Incoming National Trustee Arlene Nunziati

Recovering of the 2021 
National Convention

Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colom-
bo-Stella-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Facebook.com/Order.Sons.of.Italy.
Eureka
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
www.sonsofitalysandiego.org
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail 
address or website and you 
would like to include it with the 
above list, please send it to me at 
apampuro@comline.com.

This is what happens after a big Thanksgiving dinner!
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Saddleback Lodge #2566
Mission Viejo, CA

by Pete Ditt

Marshall Hank called togeth-
er his gang of Saddleback 
wranglers and their missus 
for a real western Hoedown.  
It was a great success with 50 
posse members and guests at-
tending at the Mission Viejo 
Murray Center and Grange 
Hall.  The event was orga-
nized by “Quickdraw” Al and 
Bernie Schlappy.  The vittles 
were supplied by “hot trig-

ger” Tim and Kerry Herington 
(pork dinner), Jo Ann Copp 
and Terri Marraccino (salads), 
and Marylin Vecchio (des-
serts). Bernie also supplied 
fried chicken!   Pat Dito and 
Jeannette Eber made sure the 
campfire was lively by supply-
ing the baked beans.  Miss Mi-
chelle kept us all going down 
the right trail. The Grange 
Hall was fancied up by Bernie 

Schlappy, Michelle Lowinger 
and Kerry Herington.  Mu-
sic and photos by “Dead eye” 
Dito.  Most members even 
wore their favorite country 
and western duds.  Everybody 
helped to make the event a 
great success! After the grub, 
we all sat around the camp-
fire and played Texas Hold’em 
poker. 

Pat and Jeanette drink in the atmosphere

M arshall Hank and Michelle
Ex-boss Andy and Louise

Bernie and Quickdraw Schlappy Andrea and Theresa on the Range

                            Cookie Joe and Eugenia	

Sgt Nina of the RCMP

Gabby Andy and Gwen

The Herington Gang

Slippery Tony and Terri



In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

Barbara Wisniewski State President and Husband Ken

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving
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Reproduced from the weekly “Mini Relax”
For a suvscription “siesnet.it’

Answers on page 9

Lodge Anniveraries
November
America #1609.........................................11/20/31
Watsonville #2016...................................11/18/51
Saddleback Vallley..................................11/17/84
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Salt
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

(c) 2021 Stephen Contrado
Cell Phone: (781) 242-0053

 
Salt is a chemical compound 

(NaCl) composed of sodium 
and chlorine. We cannot sur-
vive without it. It flavors and 
preserves our food. It is com-
monly used in shakers along-
side black pepper. The ocean 
contains great amounts of salt. 
But most of the salt we buy 
in tiny crystals is mined from 
the earth. Seas that evaporated 
millions of year ago have left 
behind layers of rock salt. Salt 
can also be obtained by drill-
ing wells into salt deposits.

Salt has been used to make 
chemicals used in manufac-
turing, everything from rub-
ber to steel. Factories would 
shut down if there were no 
more salt. But there is enough 
salt on earth to last millions of 
years. A thousand years ago 
the Venetians made a fortune 
in selling salt. Today, iodine 
is added to some brands of 
salt as a nutritional supple-
ment. (Iodine deficiencies af-
fect about two billion people 
around the world and is a pre-
ventable cause of mental retar-
dation.)

Salt has played a social role 
as well as a nutritional one. In 
some societies salt was used as 
money. Roman soldiers were 
paid partly in salt. The English 
word “salary” comes from the 
Latin word for salt “sal.” Salt 
has been used in various cer-
emonies around the world. 

Salt is used in English expre-
sions to imply worth and wit. 
The apostle Paul encouraged 
Christians to let their conver-
sations be full of grace, sea-
soned with salt (Colossians 
4:6).

Medieval alchemists exper-
imented with salt. It has been 
used by witches for protective 
spells. There are various su-
perstitions about salt, too. To 
keep bad luck away, one can 
throw a little salt over one’s 
left shoulder. Most of the su-
perstitions we have forgotten. 

Many foods are tasteless 
without salt. A salty taste 
is one of the four “primary 
tastes” with sweet, sour, and 
bitter being the other three. 
The preservation and flavor-
ing of food such as meat and 
fish with salt is called curing 
food. Salted foods resist spoil-
ing. 

Salt is a symbol that some-
times appears in our dreams. 
If you dream you are cooking 
with salt, it may mean good 
days are ahead. Putting too 
much salt on food may warn 
of overspending. Spilling 
salt suggests displeasure and 
quarrels. And dreaming of salt 
may mean someone will soon 
be recognized for his wisdom.

The cured meats of Italy are 
famous throughout the world. 

Salumi italiani (Italian cured meats)

United Lodges of Southern California
Columbus Celebration and Testimonial to

State Officers of the South
by Rosemarie Biagetti Vanderhaar

Recording Secretary & Event Chairperson

On Sunday, October 10th , 
the United Lodges of South-
ern California celebrated Co-
lumbus and Italian Heritage 
Month and honoring State 
Officers from the South.  The 
event was held at the Cen-
tinela Valley Lodge Hall in 
Torrance. 

United Lodges’ President 
Hank Lowinger welcomed 
the guests.  Vice President 
Michael Di iGiuro led ev-
eryone in the Pledge of Al-
legiance followed by Louise 
Pampuro who delivered the 
invocation. 

Members and guests from 
the Anaheim, Centinela Val-
ley, Hacienda, Joanne Coccia, 
Pugliese,Saddleback Valley 
and West End lodges attend-
ed the afternoon event.   The 
guests enjoyed delicious ap-
petizers and cocktails prior 
to a dinner of Prime Rib or 
Chicken Wellington with 
all the trimmings.  A favor-
ite dessert of Spumoni Ice 
Cream cake rounded out the 
the dinner.  

A program featuring video 
presentations was presented 
by Marissa Lavezzari and 
Sarah and Fiona Taylor. Ma-
rissa’s  presentation was of 

notable Italian Americans in 
various sports such as base-
ball, football, hockey.  Sarah 
and Fiona’s presentation start-
ed with Christopher Colum-
bus and went through 

Italians and Italian Amer-
icans in the fields of govern-
ment, medicine and enter-
tainment.  Included in the 
presentation was a brief story 
of Mother Cabrini who be-
came the first Italian  Ameri-
can saint.  Both 

Marissa and the Taylors did 
a great presentation.  Fran-
cesca Taylor, Italian Culture 
and Heritage for the Pugliese 
Lodge assisted with the video.  
Marissa was able to join us for 
her presentation but the Sarah 
and Fiona were both away at 
school and did theirs via the 
video.  Assisting with the tech-
nical support was Mark Vao-
na.  A guest Mary Ruiz, from 
the Saddleback Valley lodge 
spoke briefly about Columbus 
and the ongoing controversy 
of his legacy. 

The second part of the pro-
gram was the presentation of 
Certificates of Appreciation to 
the State Officers being hon-
ored.  United Lodges Presi-
dent Hank Lowinger made the 

presentations to Mark Vaona, 
StateSecond Vice President, 
Manny Finazzo, State Orator 
and Davis Lavezzari, State Fi-
nancial Secretary. Presenting 
the Certificate to State Trustee 
Hank Lowinger was Andrew 
Pampuro who had been the 
longest serving United Lodg-
es president, ten years. Due 
to a prior commitment, State 
Trustee Mary Jane Cambria 
was unable to attend.

Before closing remarks, a 
raffle of gifts donated by the 
member lodges was held.  In 
charge of the raffle was Mi-
chelle Lowinger.  

In closing the event, Presi-
dent Hank Lowinger thanked 
everyone for coming and to 
have a safe drive home. He 
also thank Annette Porter and 
the Centinela Valley Lodge for 
their help with the event.
                                                                        
Side note: As chairperson of 
the event, I wish to say thanks 
to Annette Porter, Mark Vao-
na and Steve Guthrie and the 
Centinela Lodge for assisting 
the United Lodges .
Thanks to Marissa  Lavezzari 
and Pugliese Lodge members, 
the Taylor family for their pre-
sentations..    

David Lavezzari, State Financial Secretary hon-
ored by United Lodges of Southern California.  Manny Finazzo , State Orator

Mark Vaona, State 2nd Vice President. and Hank 
Lowinger, president of United Lodges presented 
their certificates.

Marissa Lavezzari presenting her video of Italian 
Americans in Sports.  Here she is showing those 
athletes in football.
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES
NORTH BAY

SHARON SILVEIRA
1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: 559-592-5466
 rteelee@aol.com

   
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: 909-557-4585

hanklowinger@yahoo.com

Monday November 15th, 2021

Dolly Sinatra Lodge #2400
by Andy Casey

GOLFERS!!! GOLFERS!!! THE BIG TOURNEY IS 11/15/21!!!
OUR BIG TOURNAMENT IS DAYS AWAY, AND WE’RE HOPING YOU’LL BE THERE! THE PROF-
ITS GO TO YOUR WESTERN FEDERATION! OUR TOURNAMENT IS YOUR TOURNAMENT, AS THE 
SECOND ANNUAL DOLLY SINATRA IS AN “OPEN TOURNEY MEANING, PLAYERS FROM ALL THE 
LODGES ARE WELCOMED!
So put a team together, come by yourself, but DO enjoy the fun, the competition and the fabulous luncheon 
buffet.
The tournament, which is played in the best ball, shotgun format and is open to all! The date is Monday, 
November 15th at Indian Canyon Golf Resort, Palm Springs. Registration starts at 7am, and Shotgun start 
is promptly at 8am. Fees are $150.00 for members and $175.00 for non-members!
It’s as simple as calling our President Joe LaPorta at 760 219 9171, and he’ll get you signed up and you’re on 
the way to a magnificent time. The buffet is open to EVERYONE! Players buffet is part of your package, for 
buffet only the cost is $42.00. And it will be a feast!! There will also be a silent auction of some wonderful 
restaurant gift cards, jewelry and other great merchandise!
We also have a few tee Sponsor signage spots/tees left, to advertise your business, your Lodge or even your-
self in support of our Western Federation of Lodges. Call Annette Yandoli Bicer at 760 238 8925 for exciting 
details and ordering.
See our ad/entry form in  your IL Leone!
Be a part of this annual Tournament! We look forward to seeing you and a marvelous day!!

Rodolfo
Valentino

Lodge  #1449
by Carol Watson,

President
Lou Catallo, Historian; 
(559) 299-2205 lcatallo@

aol.com
Flu season is here 

again … combine your 
shot with a COVID vac-
cination and reduce your 
worries.

Last month (October) 
we had our first get-to-
gether at Luna’s for salad 
and pizza; a good time 
was had just by meeting 
once again.

 United Lodges of the 
San Joaquin meeting 
will be December 11 at 
the Hanford Historical 
Society building, so let 
Carol Watson know if 
you will be attending. 
Rides to Hanford can be 
arranged.

For our November 
meeting we are planning 
to meet again for a no-
host meeting at Luna’s; 
stay tuned to your phone 
or mail for details; reser-
vations will be required.

For our December 20 
meeting, we have sched-
uled a no-host dinner at 
Andiamo’s Restaurante 
in Clovis, CA, for 6:00 
PM; reservations will be 
required, and seating is 
limited.

Sporting events were 
serious business in the 
Roman Republic and the 
Empire; wrestlers that 
gouged out the eyes of 
their opponents would 
lose the contest by forfei-
ture. Hence, we get the 
old saying “it’s all fun 
and games until some-
one loses an eye”.
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Nineteen months and 
here we are, still waiting...
but things are looking up. 
We have scheduled a De-
cember Christmas Din-
ner/Meeting the 12th of 
December at 2 PM Sun-
day afternoon at our new 
location, 5099 Snyder 
Lane in Rohnert Park, 
CA. We require advance 
reservations (call in after 
Nov 1st, 707-559-3119) as 
this event will be capaci-
ty controlled. Totally vac-
cinated members only 

Cesare Battisti Lodge #1518 
Petaluma/Rohnert Park, CA

with proof of vaccine as 
you enter. Masks please. 
A wonderful Baked Ham 
and Scalloped Potato 
dinner awaits you. So-
cial hour at 2PM, Short 
meeting at 3PM followed 
by our Christmas Feast. 
Please stay healthy and 
maybe things will be 
improving even more as 
everyone gets vaccinat-
ed. Remember, be kind 
to someone today and 
kindness will come back 
to you tenfold.

Let’s Get Going for the Royal 
Pageant in 2022!!

It’s that time again!  We are looking for participants for the up-
coming Royal Pageant for the 2022 Grand Lodge Convention in 
Southern California.  The contest officially begins on November 
1, 2021.  Deadline for participant notification is Sunday, Novem-
ber 14, 2021.  We are encouraging not only our young ladies, 
but also our young men to get involved.  Remember this is one 
of the few opportunities that we have to highlight our youth.  
So we are hoping that more of our lodges will join in and find 
someone to represent their lodge.  It is important to let me know 
if you have a candidate as soon as possible. The candidates must 
be between the ages of 15-26, single or married and a member in 
good standing of the Grand Lodge of California.

Again, the contest officially starts on November 1.   Tickets 
can be ordered from the Grand Lodge.  The more tickets you 
sell, the more money your lodge will receive back. For the last 
pageant, more than 50% of the monies received went back to the 
participating lodges.   All participants must have a minimum of 
$2,000 to qualify.  Any tickets sold beyond that will determine 
their placement of the top five in the Royal Pageant. All monies 
must be mailed to the Grand Lodge in the registered mail en-
velope provided by the Grand Lodge.  The envelope must be 
postmarked by Monday, April 25, 2022.  Placement of the Royal 
Pageant will be announced in May.  More information will be 
sent from the Grand Lodge detailing all the rules at a later date.  

Remember, we need to know no later than Sunday Novem-
ber 14th, if you will have a participant to represent your lodge. 
Email me at pam@riccihomes.com with participants name, age, 
address and phone number, please include your Lodge name 
and a contact number as well.  Send a high-resolution digital 
photo of the contestant to the Grand Lodge and to me as soon as 
possible to be used in the newspaper and the pageant program.

It is a fun event and we hope that you encourage your youth 
members to get involved.  We can’t wait to see how many par-
ticipants we have this year; we must have a minimum of 5 qual-
ified contestants to be able to have the Royal Pageant. Good luck 
to each of the lodges.  I am Looking forward to hearing from you 
and making this a great experience for our youth.

Pamela Ricci
Royal Pageant Chairperson

San Francisco’s 153rd cel-
ebration of Italian Heritage 
came back with a roar, even 
with Covid-19 restrictions 
in place.   On Friday night, 
October 8th, the Italian Her-
itage weekend began with 
the crowning of Queen Isa-
bella, Grace Ann Cardenas, 
the knighting of Christopher 
Columbus as portrayed by Jo-
seph Cervetto, Jr., and the pre-
sentation of the Royal Court 
(Princess, Duchesses, Contes-
sas, Ladies in Waiting, Crown 
Bearer and Scroll Bearer) at the 
San Francisco Italian Athletic 
Club in North Beach.  This was 
followed by a public presenta-
tion of the Queen and Court 
in Washington Square Park, 
and then Sergio Strozzi, Italian 
Consul General, flipped a light 
switch that illuminated Saints 
Peter & Paul’s Italian Cathe-
dral and the Club with the 
colors of the Italian flag.  Even 
City Hall was aglow with the 
Green, White, and Red. Beau-
tiful!  The next night, there was 
a lovely reception at the Italian 
Consulate for the Court, their 
families, and the Board of DiS-
unday morning started with 
a solemn High Mass at Saints 
Peter and Paul.   Attending 
was Queen Isabella and her 
Royal Court, Christopher Co-
lumbus, the Knights of Co-
lumbus, dignitaries, Past State 
President Maria Fassio Pigna-
ti, State Queen Brianna Simon 
with her mom and past State 
Queen Suzanne Simon, Bri-
anna’s aunt Past State Queen 
Pam Buldo and Brianna’s 
grandmother Judie Buldo, Co-
lumbia Lodge #1940 President 
Angelo Fanucchi and Record-
ing Secretary Angie Fanucchi, 
who rode in the parade, and 
members from other lodg-
es.  The Knights of Columbus 
formed an arch in church with 
their swords, under which the 
Queen and her Court and Co-
lumbus processed, all in his-
torical dress.

We then drove down to the 
assembly area by Fisherman’s 
Wharf to decorate our cars for 
the oldest continuous celebra-
tion of its kind in the United 
States.   Traveling from the 
Wharf to North Beach, it was 
so gratifying to see people 
assembled along the parade 
route, and you could feel the 
enthusiasm for the first post-
Covid shutdown parade held.  

The Italian Heritage Parade is back! 
by Maria Fassio Pignati, Chair, Italian Language, Culture, and History

I was honored to represent 
our State President Barbara 
Wisniewski in a convertible.   
In the next car was our love-
ly State Queen Brianna Simon 
who represented us beautiful-
ly.  We were able to ride in the 
parade thanks to the contin-
ued generosity of Dick Ghi-
lotti of Ghilotti Construction, 
who provided our cars and an 
antique vehicles  that partici-
pated in the festivities, which 
featured 80 entries from as far 
north as Sacramento and as 
far south as San Diego.  This 
year’s Parade Grand Mar-
shal was Graziano Cerchiai, a 
member of the Cornelia-Vita 
Nuova Lodge #1198 and pa-
triarch and owner of the icon-
ic Bimbo’s 365 Club in North 
Beach.  The weather was 
beautiful so after the parade 
we were treated to an excit-
ing show by the amazing and 
nerves-of-steel Blue Angels, 
who flew into town for Fleet 
Week.  It was a great weekend 
to show our Italian pride!

Please make every effort 
to protect Columbus Day in 
the United States against the 

growing threats that have 
placed it in danger.  If some-
one is trying to remove Co-
lumbus Day recognition from 
your area,  contact your legis-
lators and tell them to protect 
this holiday that honors not 
only the amazing achievement 
of an Italian navigator who 
opened up the world, but also 
the 26 million-plus Americans 
of Italian descent that helped 
create our great nation.  While 
it is important that our indig-
enous brothers and sisters are 
justly honored for their an-
cient heritage, it should not 
be at the expense of ours.  Our 
National Lodge, in conjunc-
tion with our Commission for 
Social Justice, is working hard 
to preserve this holiday. Please 
contact them for further in-
formation and to obtain pam-
phlets with historically correct 
information about the great 
navigator.  Please don’t think 
Columbus Day is safe, please 
don’t wait for someone else to 
save it, and please don’t wait 
until it is too late…act NOW 
to protect YOUR heritage for 
future generations.

Past State President Maria Fassio Pignati representing State President Barbara Fumosa Wisniewski

Brianna Simon, our lovely State Queen

Lodge member and Grand Marshal Graziano Cerchiai with family
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Puzzle Answers

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto-President

Roma Lodge #1573 officially began meeting again at our September meeting.  Since then, we 
have met in October and had our Columbus Day celebration at Mooney’s Grove Park in Visalia.  
Our December Christmas party and meeting will be held on December 5th.  

The Justin and Navin Curti, along with children Domenica, Amelia and Enzo took on cooking 
duties and prepared a great meal for the Roma Lodge October meeting.  

2021 Bocce Champs
Ben Curti, Columbus Day Bocce Tourna-
ment Director, presents the winning tro-
phy to (l-r) Giuseppe, Frankie, Sally and 
Joe Scalia. 

Roma Lodge Junior Members
Kate Watkins, Adelyn Watkins, Kaitlyn Pinker-
ton, Giada Pitigliano and Giulia Watkins enjoy 
playing bocce ball. 

2021 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

Renee Adair
Anaheim Lodge #2076 
Alice Bankhead 
Beatrice Portinari Lodge #1626
Pamela Bini
Giovanna Bilotti
Donna Branch 
Rick Branch
David Carboni
Cesare Batistti Lodge #1518
Columbia Lodge #1940
Joanne Coccia Lodge #2553
John Costa
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge #1534 
Diablo Valley Lodge #2167
Edithe DiGiuro 
Michael DiGiuro
Dolly Sinatra Lodge #2400
Gabe Domenici 
Mardell Domenici
Anthony Finazzo 
Marie Finazzo
Gloria Garibaldi
Mary LaBanca
Janey Leonardich
Carla Lotito
Mary Lotito 
Giovanna Michalski

Michael Navone
Lynn Lawrence-Murphy
William Murphy 
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
Maria Pignati  
Ugo Pignati
Annette Porter
Phil Privitera
Hugh Ricci
Pamela Ricci
Pauline Richmond
Diane Robey
Al and Lillian Rossi
Shasta Lodge #2453
St. Helena Lodge #2077
Sadie Tamburine
Jan Trigleth
Michael S. Turrini
Ukiah Lodge #2104 
Debbie Ure
Roy T. Vanoni 
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
Watsonville Lodge #2016
West End Lodge #2127
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski 
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LODGE DIRECTORY
ANAHEIM

LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. MARIANN AITA

212 S. Kraemer Blvd Unit 207
Placentia , CA 92870

Phone: (201) 562-4786
Email: mareprincipessa@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808

Phone: (714) 469-1020
Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meeting 1st. Wed. 7:30 p.m.

NOT EVERY MONTH
Contact 

President Mariann Aita or 
Rec. Sec. Fran D’Errico
 for more details of date 

and place. 

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
128 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Cell:  (707) 567-2938
Email: porterbini@gmail.com

Email: PSBellotti@comcast. 
net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: ospires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. CAROL ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969
Email: c_espo@att.net

Rec. Edna Esposito
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone:(925) 978-3961

Email: Esposnca@sbcglobal.
net

Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center

415 W. 2nd Street
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES. STEVE GUTHRIE
1152 E. 1st St. #201

Long Beach, CA 90802
Phone: (310) 483-4383

Email: stvegut@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES: Ernie Giono
50 Circulo Puerto

Rohnert Park, CA 94928
Phone:   (707) 585-2928

Email: erng1624@aol.com
Rec.Secty. Anna Biggio

125 Rogue Moraes
Mill Valley, CA 94941

Phone: (415) 388-1998
Email: sonoioann@gmail.

com
2nd Sunday 2:00 p.m.

    Rancho Grande
    5900 Snyder Lane

    Rohnert Park, CA94928

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. ANGELO FANUCCHI
 3721 Wilshire Ave.

   San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 678-1993
Email:angsm42@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Angie Fanucchi

3721 Wilshire Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94403

Phone: (650) 228-6013
Email: angsm42@gmail.com

Meets 4th Tues, 11:00 a.m.
Peninsula Italian American 

Social Club
100 North B Street

San Mateo, CA 94401

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 312-5151
Rec Secty Steven Barra

850 W. Jensen
Fresno, CA 93706

Phone: (559) 974-2345
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

Contact Olivia Deliddo
For Details

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. ANGELA SILVA

625 H St. NE #444
Washington DC 20002
Phone:  (650) 291-3595

Email:silva.angela110290@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Carla Silva

1301 Williams Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Phone:  (415) 308-8254
No information on meeting 

place

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty.  Paul Romero

12410 Westridge Dr. 
Reno, NV 89511

Phone (775) 772-5476
Email: paul@redstonenv.

com
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
The Reno Elks Lodge

597 Kumle Lane
Reno, NV  89509

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LINDA PARENT TASCA
4014 Lynwood Ct.

Concord, CA 94519
Phone:  (925) 825-2560

Email: lptcatlady@yahoo.
com 

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Dr.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. RON MANNA
9018 Guava Ave.

     Hesperia, CA 92345
Phone: (760) 218-7972

Email:sgt247@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Minnie Lopez-Baffo
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (626) 422-0551

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Brookdale at Apple Valley
11825 Apple Valley Rd. 
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOSEPH LAPORTA 
1536 Enclave way

Palm Springs CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.rr.com
Rec. Sec.  Julia D’Elia
    2060 Rochelle Road

    Palm Springs, CA 92262
   Phone: 760 333-5794

Email: 
Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. LARRY ROMANAZZI
1150 N.Rossmoor Ct.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: (559) 733-1461

Email: larry@msrcpa.com
Rec. Secty.Pam Buldo

 Phone: (559) 799-8697
Email: pjbuldo@aol.com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. JOHN SALIZZONI
P.O. Box 3131

Eureka, CA  95502-3131
Phone: (707)498-0774

EMAIL: eddie.alexander.
Rec. Secty. Laura Lazzarotto

2911 C Street
Eureka, CA  95501

Phone: (707) 499-6674
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

7th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

Email: sonsofitalyeureka@
gmail.com

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. SAL DENARO
130 Lancer Avenue

Oceanside, CA 92058
Phone: (760) 717-7981

Email: saljd55@cox.net
Rec. Secty. Vincenzo Ruffino

3552 32nd Street
San Diego, CA 92104

Phone:  (619) 922 5839
Email: vruffino5250@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:00 P.M.

Portuguese Hall
2818 Avenida De Portugal

San Diego, CA 92106

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. MARIANNE CAMP-
BELL

Address: 1660 Medolla Dr. 
Sparks, NV 89434

Phone: (775) 560-8199
Email: mnc0107@

sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Monica Domini

4790 Caughlin Parkway #502
Reno, NV 89519

Phone:  (775) 843-3733
Email: monicadomini@gmail.

com
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. JIM SILVEIRA
1150 St. Andrews

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Phone: (916) 939-6445

Email:inspectorjim@yahoo.
com

Rec. Secty. Bev Scotch
3225 Stonehurst Dr. 

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Email: bevscotch@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave

La Puente, CA 91744
Phone:(626) 261-2879

Email: bverdo@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
2520 Summershade Dr.

La Habra 90631 
Phone: (562) 400-9663
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 8 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. MICHAEL LEONI
315 W. Earl Way 
Hanford, CA 93230

Phone: 559-212-8773 
Email: mleoni1080@gmail.

com 
Rec.Secty. Brittney Little

1203 Mary St.
Hanford,CA 93230

Phone # 559-380-6411
Email: little08@mail.fres-

nostate.edu
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 822-8740
Email: pffin@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci
140 W Pioneer Ave,  101

Redlands CA 92374
Phone: (909) 855-5437

Email: michaelynn66@live.com
Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.

Knights of Columbus Hall
16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL PROVENZA
7900 Calle Oliva 

Carlsbad, CA 92009
Phone: 760-634-2029

Email:sprovenza@aol.com
Rec Secty. Dan Gizzo 

P.O. Box 9718
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 

92067
Phone: (858) 461-4069
dangizzo@hotmail.com
Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.

The Valley Club
2280 Calle Barcelona
Carlsbad, CA 92009

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. MARY MICELI
1417 Santa Paula Dr. 
Modesto, CA 93555

Phone: (209) 527-5818
Email: marymiceli49@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Antonella Turchetti

2604 Fiedier Way
Modesto, CA 95355

Phone: (209} 51-5987 
Email: camogli@sonic.net

Meets 2nd Fri. 5:30 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church
617 W. Orangeburg Ave. 

Modesto, CA

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
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LODGE DIRECTORY
WEST END

LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. GABE DOMENICI

1034 Apple Blossom
Corona, CA 92881

Phone: (951) 258-8130
Email: gdomen01@msn.

com
Rec. Secty Robin Sindicich

154A W Foothill Blvd. Ste. 131
Upland, CA 91786

Phone: (909) 919-6049
Email: robinsin@earthlink.net

 Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,

Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Mar. 28, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 287-5225
Email: napasonsofitaly@gmail.

com 
or info@napasonsofitaly.org

Web: www.napasonsofitaly.org 
Rec. Secty.   Tracy Warr

  1523 Palmer St.
  Napa, CA 94559
Meets 4th Monday

Exec Chef Daryl Murimoto 
Dinner 6:00pm. RSVP
Julie: (707) 252-9196

Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
Senior Activity Center 
1500 Jefferson Street 

Napa, CA 94559

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES.  DON CRADDUCK 
2659 Laurel Dr.

Fairfield, CA 94533
Phone(707) 372-5151

Email: atoothmkr@com-
cast.net 

Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES: MARY JANE CAMBRIA
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Phone: (714) 749-7777

Email: maryjane@mjcambria.com
Rec. Secty. Denise Meinhardt

1324 Rickey Ave
Anaheim, CA 92802

Email: dmeiny@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Wed. 7pm
Renaissance Lodge

1526 Brookhollow Dr #76
Santa Ana, Ca 92705

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

4308 N. Dewitt Ave 
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 906-3721
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. LARRY DUTTO
1804 South Tamarack 

Visalia,CA 93277
Phone: (559) 901-4683

Email:  larrydutto@yahoo.
com  

Rec.Secty. Renee Marinelli
6528 West Mary Street

Visalia, California 93277
Phone: 559-732-8258

Email  r.marine@sbcglobal.
net

Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.
International Agri-
Centre-Social Hall

4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Marcia Ceciliot
31 Clancy CT

Phone: (916) 316-0123
Email: SonsofItalyRoseville@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
 106 Sutter Ave.

 Roseville, CA 95678

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. DAN MARINELLI
340 Cabot Court

Granite Bay, CA 95746
Phone: (916) 698-2928
Email: dan.r.marinelli@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Verna Carboni

   8345 Keenan Court
   Sacramento, CA 95828
Phone:  (916) 747-5585
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: (909) 557-4585
E-mail: hanklowinger@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday  6:00 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480
Rec. Secty. Sue Tunstall

115 Brooktrail Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 570-7779

Email: sinamon219@att.net
Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.

 Brookwood Mobile Estates
7000 Montecito Blvd.

(Mobile Park)
 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. JIM NOBILI
2391 Cumberland Dr. 
Redding, CA 96001

Phone: (530) 243-4127
Email: rjnobili@sbcglobal.

net
Rec Secty. Sharon Roberts
1767 Capistrano Walk

Redding, CA 96003
Phone: (530) 221-0720
email: jimandsharon@

charter.net
Meets 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Keely Dodd
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: (707) 251-9558
Email: keelejo@hotmail.

com
Meets 1st Wed. 7:00 p.m.

Native Sons Hall
1313 Spring Street

St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES: GARY DOGALI
P. O. Box 53

Redwood Valley, CA 95470
Phone (707) 485-8233

Email: sdogali@outlook.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Lynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: ml_laviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727PDG@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll

P.O. Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone: (707) 938-1295
Email: karenecar@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. MICHAEL SMITH
1020 Lori Drive

Chico, CA 95972
Phone:  (530) 682-5641

Email: vettemikie@comcast.
net

Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo
16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 519-2974
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
ARC Pavilion 

2040 Park Ave,
 Chico, CA 95928 

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. RAY BINI
128 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Phone: (707) 688-3751
Email: Raymond.Bini@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 486-2948
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 8:00 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

30 9th St.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 210-9577

Email: kcpres@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. RICHARD NEGRO                                                                                         
 Address: 17417 Jackrabbit 

Road Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: 530-938-3079
Email: italianmomo@

outlook.com 
Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti

P. O. Box 130
Weed, CA 96094 

Phone: (530) 938-2881
Email: sole@cot.net

Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Sons of Italy Memorial Hall

155 Clay Street
Weed, CA 96094

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!


