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OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE 
GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA 
WHOSE JURISDICTION COVERS 

CALIFORNIA, NEVADA  AND 
KLAMATH COUNTY IN OREGON

DATED MATERIAL
DO NOT DELAY

IL LEONE
A Message From The

State President

State President
John Costa

It is with a very sad heart we announce the passing 
of Past State President Joseph LaBanca on December 12, 
2017. Joe was born in the southern part of Italy. Soon after 
World War ll  he moved to Milano. There he attended an 
industrial school and worked as a manager of a furniture 
manufacturing company. Joe served in the Italian army 
for two years. At the age of 28 he married his sweetheart, 
Mary, and they both migrated to the United States in 1960. 
The had three children, Vince, Dino and Lorella. Their son 
Vince passed away earlier this year. Joe and Mary have 
four grandchildren who are the love of their lives.

In 1963 Joe started a business he called LaBanca Cab-
inets. A few years later he opened a construction compa-
ny he called J.L. and Sons, Inc. Due to his high quality 
work and exceptional performance the California License 
Board offered him a position as a committee member of 
the board. At the young tender age of 55 Joe successfully 
retired from his two businesses. He also was a part owner 
of Rosa’s Italian Restaurantin Ontario.

In 1968 Joe joined the Order Sons of Italy which was 
the beginning of his many years  of service and dedica-
tion, not only with the Order but with his heritage. As a 
member of the Hacienda Lodge he held many positions 
including that of president for four years. Then in 1997 he 
was elected our State Orator and in 2001 he was elected 
State Third Vice President. In 2003 he became the State 
Second Vice President and in 2007 he reached  his goal as 
our State President. He did a magnificent job and won the 
hearts of many of our members.

As our State President his goals were to increase mem-
bership, establish a Public Relations and Task Force Chair 
and build a strong financial bank account for both the 
Grand Lodge and the Western Foundation.

During his term as State President Joe traveled up and 
down the state never charging a dime for his expenses. 
Joe was one of the most generous member we ever had.

On June 2nd in 2010 the President of Italy, the hon-
orable George Napolitano awarded Joe with the title of 
Commendatory.

Joe was also the State Deputy to the United Lodges of 
Southern California We will miss his gentle smile and his 
dedication. Rest in peace Joe you will be missed.

Joseph LaBanca
1931 - 2017

As we start the New 
Year I was hoping to have 
a positive start to my ar-
ticle. As fires rage on in 
southern California, we 
pray not only for those af-
fected by the fires but also 
those first responders who 
are risking their life to help 
protect us. God bless them 
all. 

We also lost anoth-
er Past State President to 
the Grand Lodge above. 
Joe LaBanca was a true 
member of the Order Sons 
and Daughters of Italy in 
America. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with Mary 
and her family during this 
time. Joe had a hand in my 
meeting the current First 
Lady Donna Lee. At my 
first convention in 2003 Joe 
was running for office and 
held a reception after one 
of the sessions, I decided 

to join the festivities and 
while there Evelyn Fox 
introduced me to Donna 
Lee and her Mother Lynn. 
Donna Lee and I have on 
display in a frame the in-
vitation from that event 
with the Italian flag and 
the OSIA logo. We even 
had Joe sign the back 
for us to remember that 
night. Thank you Joe for 
all you did for us, for the 
Grand Lodge of California 
and National. You will be 
missed!!!

I hope all of you had 
a wonderful Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 
celebration. During the 
month of December I was 
a judge at a cookie contest, 
honored at a dinner and 
attended a few Christmas 
Dinners. First the cookie 
contest, it’s amazing how 
150 plus people get ex-
cited for a small cookie, 
great job Zelda and   her 
committee for putting on a 
wonderful celebration for 
the Cuccidati cookie.

Later in December I 
was honored by the Valle-
jo Lodges for my being 
elected your State Pres-
ident. What a great eve-
ning, from great compa-
ny, great music and great 
food. Thank you to all the 
members who attended 
including the State Offi-
cers who took time out of 
there busy schedules to 

attend, thank you Spark 
Sisters for the outstanding 
music, you two young la-
dies are amazing. Thank 
you also to the Vallejo 
lodges for their love and 
kindness, Pam and Glen 
from the bottom of my 
heart THANK YOU. And 
yes Louise I will buy you 
a drink for getting stuck in 
traffic.

Ok onto business, it’s a 
start of the New Year and 
time to get out there and 
promote the OSIA; it’s 
amazing how many peo-
ple have never heard of 
our organization. Let’s get 
the word out there.   Mem-
bership has to be a key 
this year.  Grand council 
will be held in Sacramen-
to in March 2018, I am 
beginning to prepare for 
this. Also our convention 
co-coordinators Lori and 
Lynn are working on the 
convention in Ontario in 
June. Thank you both for 
all the hard work.

The 365 raffle tickets 
are once again for sale for 
the year 2018. These make 
nice gifts for friends and 
relatives, it’s amazing how 
many lodges have pur-
chased a ticket and has 
won numerous times. Just 
think if everyone bought 
just one. Think about it.  
Till next month.

 
Mille grazie
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From the
Editor’s Desk

by Andy Pampuro
apampuro@comline.com

NATIONAL OFFICERS
FROM CALIFORNIA

GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA
5051 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94112 • Phone (415) 586-1316

CALIFORNIA NATIONAL 
DELEGATES

JOHN COSTA
CAROLYN 

LAWRENCE-MURPHY
WILLIAM MURPHY
ARLENE NUNZIATI
HON. AL GIROLAMI

PAULINE RICHMOND
SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE

ALTERNATES
DONNA LEE COSTA 

JOY BRUNO

STATE ARBITERS
MARK ROSSI

ANDY PAMPURO
ROY VANONI

RICK BRANCH
JOHN BIANCO

ARTURO IBLETO
(1995-1997)

1492 Lowell Avenue
Cotati, CA 94928

Phone #: 707-795-1489
Fax #: 707-792-2046

Work #: 707-792-2712
RALPH AGNELLO

(1993-1995)
226 N Carl Dr.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone #: 559-627-3956

Email: alexgooddog1@gmail.com

Birth Defects Libraries
HAZEL ANN CHRISTIN

2173 Knowlwood Dr.
Hanford, Ca 93230

Phone #: 559-582-3597
Cell #: 559-309-3597

Email: hazelannc@comcast.net
Athletic

MARY LOTITO
437 Audraine Drive
Glendale, CA 91202

Phone #: 818-242-2469
Cell #: 818-414-9908
Fax #: 818-242-2002

Garibaldi Meucci Museum
JOY BRUNO

1778 Nephi Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone #: 707-422-3391
Cell #: 707-332-5623

Email: joy.b@comcast.net

ROY T. VANONI
(2003-2005)

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone & Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

JOHN TEDESCO
(1999-2001)

18 Carvel Place
Sacramento, CA 95835-2012

Phone #: 916-419-6606
Fax #: 916-419-6626

Work #: 916-419-6646
Cell #: 916-207-1603

Email: tedescojt@aol.com

State President
JOHN COSTA

1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 415-819-0475
Email: jc19632002@yahoo.

com
State First Vice President

ARLENE M. NUNZIATI
125 Humboldt Road

Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone #: 650-342-3313

Fax #: 650-342-3310
Cell #: 415-608-3313

Email: rlene49@pacbell.net
State Second Vice President

SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE
1925 Circle Park Lane
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone #: 760-452-6108
Cell #: 760-613-6178

Email: sadie.k@att.net
State Third Vice President

BARBARA FUMOSA 
WISNIEWSKI

20987 Gunnison Ct.
Reno, NV 89508

Cell #: 201-874-5946
Email:  BarbReno1949@

aol.com
Immediate Past State Pres.

CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY  
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-963-0521 
Cell #: 707-694-8621
Fax #: 707-968-9709

Email:  clawrence2844@
sbcglobal.net
State Orator

MARK VAONA
2802 Knode St.

Torrance, CA 90501
Cell #: 310-739-4238 

Email: Mvaona@gmail.
com

State Recording Secretary
LORI ROSSI

4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Cell #: 209-404-1883
Email: loriatthegrandlodge@

gmail.com

GRAND LODGE QUEEN
MARY LUCIDO

164 Copper Knoll Way
Oakley, CA 94561

Phone #: 925-783-6329
email: marylucido.1@

gmail.com

EMERITUS ROLL
Grand Lodge Queen Emeritus
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

13725 S. Tamarak Dr.
Plainfield, Il 60544

Phone #:559-625-3115
Cell #: 559-786-8124

Email: gristd124@comcast.net

State Financial Secretary
GABE DOMENICI 

1034 Apple Blossom Ln
Corona, CA 92881

Phone # 951-737-4306
Work #: 951-278-8780
Fax #: 951-278-1049
Cell: # 951-258-8130

Email: gdomen01@msn.com 
 State Treasurer
AL TRENTINI

25572 Saltwater Dr.
Dana Point, CA 92629-1508
Phone #: 949-240-8578

Cell #: 949-436-0242
Email: nicolomac@cox.net

State Trustee North
BILL MURPHY

1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.
St. Helena, CA 94574

Phone #: 707-963-0521
Email: petalumabill@

gmail.com
Cell:  707-299-0922
State Trustee North

RAY BINI
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA 94590
Phone #: 707-688-3751
Email: Raymond.bini@

gmail.com
State Trustee Central
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone & Fax #: 559-592-5466
Email: rteelee@aol.com
State Trustee Central
LOUISE SILACCI

13579 Francisco Dr.
Hanford, CA 93230

Cell #: 559-582-6952 
Phone #: 559-639-9800
Email: silaccilu@gmail.com

State Trustee South
MANNY FINAZZO

9093 Tangelo
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone #: 909-823-5161
Email: manveta@aol.com

State Trustee South
CARMINE BAFFO

19560 Rolling Greens
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Cell #: 760-885-8256

Email: carminnie@earth-
link.nett

Judiciary
HON. AL GIROLAMI

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-531-6553

Email: alveragiro@yahoo.com
Grand Lodge Building 
Grand Lodge Office

415-586-1316
Budget and Finance
DAVID LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email:taxcpa4you@aol.com

Scholarship
Students to Italy Program

ROSEMARIE
VANDERHAAR

801 W. Duarte Rd. #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone #: 626-254-0449
Cell #: 626- 222-7768

Email: rgeorev@aol.com
Italian Language & Culture

MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: 605-574-5786
Cell #: 414-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9329

Email: Abondnza@aol.com
Youth

BRIAN WATSON
4308 North Dewitt
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone #: 559-285-6934
Email:Pumbaa673@

yahoo.com
Social Justice

TONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone #: 702-896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Ritual and Protocol

DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave.
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-312-8134
Email:  2begrumpy@

gmail.com
Queen Contest

   EVA LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com

CHAIRPERSONS OF
COMMITTEES

Western Foundation     
ROY T. VANONI                             

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone/Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net
Media

ANDY PAMPURO
718 D Avenida Majorca

Laguna Woods, CA 92637
Phone #: 949-855-4279

Fax #: 949-206-0299
Cell #: 949-637-5477

Email: apampuro@comline.com

CONVENTION AND GRAND 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

COORNINATOR
LYNN LAWRENCE-MURPHY

LORI ROSSIPAST
STATE PRESIDENTS

CAV. MARIA FASSIO 
PIGNATI

(2009-2013)
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone #: 650-574-5786

Cell #: 415-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9349

Email: abondnza@aol.com
JOSEPH LA BANCA

(2007-2009)
17825 Contra Costa

Rowland Heights, CA 91748
Phone #: 626-965-3071

Fax #: 626-581-1267
Cell #: 626-614-7413

Email: joelabanca@hotmail.com 
VERA FERRARA GIROLAMI

(2005-2007)
3115 Lake Albano Drive

San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-604-3149

Email: algvera@sbcglobal.net

Leadership
ARLENE NUNZIATI
125 Humboldt Rd.

Burlingame, CA 94010
Phone #: 650-342-3313

Cell #: 415-608-3313
Email: rlene49@pacbell.net

Membership
GARY SMITH

1225 Stewart ave,
Chico, CA 95926

Phone #: 530-321-4074
Email: grsmith73@gmail.com

VERA GIROLAMI
National President

FRANK J. DE SANTIS
Past National President

 MARIA PIGNATI
National Trustee

FRANK J. DE SANTIS
(1989-1991)

9562 James Circle
Villa Park, CA 92861

Phone #: 714-637-7267
Fax #: 714-550-9234

Work #: 714-550-9155
Email: Frankjdesantis@yahoo.com

CHRIS LOTITO
(1987-1989)

437 Audraine Drive
Glendale, CA 91202

Phone #: 818-242-2469
Fax #: 818-242-2002
Cell #: 818-422-4927

Email:  italianopapa26@gmail.com

JOSEPH SIMILE
(1975-1979)

Dale Commons #248
3900 Dale Rd

Modesto, CA 95356-8662
Phone #: 209-701-8340

Email: joe-dot_simile@msn.com

Webmaster
ANNA M. GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558 
Phone #: 707-255-5242

Cell #: 707-287-5225
Email: osia.ca.webmaster@

gmail.com
Royal Court Of 

The Golden Lion
CHRIS LOTITO

437 Audraine Drive
Glendale, CA 91202

Phone #: 818-242-2469
Cell #: 818-422-4927
Fax #: 818-242-2002

Email: italianopapa@aol.com

National/Medical Charities
MIKE CARROLL

P O Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone #: 707-938-1295
Email: mcarroll@pon.net

Hall Rental Manager
BARBARA MUSELLI

5051Mission St.
San Francico, CA 94112
Phone #: 415-742-9366
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Wishing you
all a very
Happy

New Year
from Andy and Louise 

Pampuro
and Debbie Ure
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News from 
the Central
by Arlene Nunziati

State 1st Vice President

News from the South
by Sadie Tamburine

State 2nd Vice President

News from the North
by Barbara Wisniewski
State 3rd Vice President

Lodge Anniversaries
January
Weed #1269	 1/6/24
Cesare Battisti #1518	 1/28/29
Virgilio #1586	 1/4/31
Beatrice Portinari #1626	 1/2/32
Las Vegas #2158	 1/10/65
Northern Solano#2534	 1/16/83

Congratulations!!!

December is a happy 
month as we await the birth 
of our Savior Jesus Christ. It 
can also be very sad when we 
lose a very dear friend. Joe La 
Banca is a tremendous loss to 

the Sons of Italy. His passion, 
devotion and dedication to 
his Italian Heritage is very 
difficult to duplicate. I saw 
him at the United Lodges 
Toys for Tots the day before 
he had his heart attack. He 
looked so good, color back 
in his face and as always so 
willing to help wherever he 
could. We had a wonderful 
conversation about the 2018 
Humanitarian Gala. He gave 
me so many suggestions and 
support that will be very 
helpful to me as we prog-
ress with the plans. Please 
remember to put that date on 
your calendar. Saturday Sep-
tember 22, 2018. My Prayers 
and Condolences to Mary 
and her family.

I would like to share these words of wisdom from a very 
wise and humble man, Ghandi.

 
Keep your thoughts positive because
Your thoughts become your words

 
Keep your words positive because
Your words become your behavior

 
Keep your habits positive because
your habits become your values

 
Keep your values positive because
Your values become your destiny

 
I trust everyone had a Blessed Christmas and are looking 

forward to a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year.

Here we are, at the begin-
ning of a new year!  It is so 
hard to believe. 

Now that the parties are 
over it is time for our lodge 
officers and members to get 
to work making successful 
membership drives.  I have 
seen so many innovative 
ways to bring in new mem-
bers.  I’ve seen lodges give 
a free year’s dues to new 
members, free year’s dues 
to members that bring in so 
many new members, scholar-
ships to members children or 
grandchildren only, etc.  My 
favorite statement on mem-
bership came from a very 
dear brother, Louie Lodi.  He 
says, “Just ask!”.  Every place 
he goes he carries business 
cards and hands them to peo-
ple he meets that might be in-
terested.  I’m going to charge 
each of you to bring in one 
new member for this year.  
That would double our mem-
bership by December!

Okay, now we have new 
members, what do we do to 
keep them interested?  First 
let’s find out what they would 
like to do in the Order.  Then 

find out what they would like 
to get out of the order.  “Oh, 
so you would like to learn 
more about Italian contribu-
tions to our history.”  Perhaps 
you could bring in a speaker 
from the local library or mu-
seum to your meeting.  “Oh, 
you would like to learn more 
about Italian cooking.”  Per-
haps you could find a mem-
ber to do a cooking demon-
stration at the meeting.  “Oh, 
you would like to help raise 
funds for scholarship.”  Put 
them on a committee with 
seasoned members for fund-
raising.  I think you get the 
picture.  I also think all the 
members would enjoy those 
type of meetings.  

What about the member 
that hasn’t been around for 
a while?  Our Trustees are 
the membership committee 
according to the by-laws.  
(Bet a lot of you didn’t know 
that.)  Did one of you call to 
see if the member was al-
right.  Maybe they are sick 
and need some cheering up.  
Or maybe they can’t drive at 
night anymore.  (They might 
live right by another member 
and they could drive.)  You 
could ask the other member 
if they would mind driv-
ing.  Perhaps they didn’t feel 
comfortable at one of the 
meetings and your call could 
correct a misconception.  
REACH OUT TO YOUR SIS-
TER OR BROTHER!

I would also like to add 
my prayers for all those that 
are affected by the fires in the 
south.  If you need assistance, 
please reach out to the Grand 
Lodge.   

Till next month…

My wishes to all of you 
for a Happy, Prosperous and 
Healthy 2018 New Year!

2017 took another great 
man and Past State Presi-
dent.  I was shocked when I 
heard that Joe LaBanca had 
passed.  My love and sympa-
thy to Mary and the Family.  I 
was privileged to be his State 
Recording Secretary for two 
years.

December has been pretty 
quiet as far as Sons of Italy 
events.  I attended the annu-
al Christmas Party of the Gi-
useppe Mazzini Lodge and 
again had a delicious dinner 
and a great time.  They are 
a fun group of people led 
by a great President in Gina 
Lovecchio.

The Columbia Lodge 
choir again entertained the 
residents at Atria.  The Choir 
has been performing every 
Christmas for over 30 years.

I was able to get away for 
a weekend trip to Portland 
and spend time with family.  
Linda and I had a nice time 
together, did some shop-
ping, eating and attended my 
Cousin Charles’s 70th birth-
day which was close friends 
and more Marcucci family.  
Great time.

Came home and had 
some health issues so been 
laying low and getting ready 
for Christmas.  I missed some 
fun dinners due to the illness.  

We are thrilled this year to 
have my cousin visiting us at 
Christmas from Lucca.  It will 
be different for her celebrat-
ing the holidays in the States.  
Looking forward to having 
my grandson’s home. 

The new membership sys-
tem in the Grand Lodge office 
is coming along very nicely 
and we should be converted 
over in a few months.  Gina is 
working out very well and is 
very organized so the office is 
getting a makeover!

Looking forward to a 
great 2018 – good bye 2017 – 
you will not be missed!

Ciao until next year. 

State Queen
Mary Lucido
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The full size picture is that of our Lodge President, Gina LoVecchio 
and our National President Vera Girolami

Hope everyone had a 
wonderful Christmas season 
and wishing everyone the 
very best in 2018.

As always our Annual 
Christmas Party at Spin-a-
yarn was very festive as usu-
al.   The room was decorated  
so nice and it just got you 
into the holiday spirit.  

We were honored to have 
our National President, Vera 
Girolami and her husband 
First Gent Aldo, our First 
State Vice President, Arlene 
Nunziati and her mother 
Norma, and Joe Simoni who 
always gets us in the holiday 
spirit with his music.    

The Lodge wishes to 
thank  all the  members who 
baked the cookies and do-
nated the raffle gifts and boy 
there were a lot of raffle gifts 

Thanks to John Piane and 
his elves, Linda Abronzino 
and Cathy Caserta who as-
sisted in the raffle and the 
Mary Meiring and President 
Gina LoVecchio thank you 
for the work you put into this 
yearly event.

Guieseppe Mazzini
Lodge #1441

Fremont, CA
by Linda Abronzino

The fraternalism and sup-
port that each member gives 
our lodge is heartwarming 
and this event is the best way 
to show it and to start the 
holiday season off to a good 
start.  It was so nice to see Le-
roy and Marlene Leale that 
night.

A calendar of Events will 
be forthcoming but remem-
ber January is soup night.
Membership Dues

Dues are due in January. 
It’s $75 per member for 2017. 
Please send your checks to 
Judy LoVecchio at 32518 
Lake Chabot St., Fremont, 
CA 94555

 To all our members who 
are under the weather – a 
speedy recovery to good 
health.

Happy birthday to our 
December and January birth-
day babies.

On behalf of all the of-
ficers of the lodge – a very 
Happy, Healthy and Prosper-
ous New Year.

National President Vera Girolami, First Gent Aldo Girolami and 
State First Vice President Arlene Nunziati.

I have been the Grand 
Lodge Queen for about a year 
and half and throughout my 
reign I have been given won-
derful opportunities to travel 
all over the State of Califor-
nia and meet amazing people 
and promote our beautiful 
Italian Heritage. By far, one 
of the greatest opportunities I 
have been given was attend-
ing the Order Sons of Italy 
in America National Youth 
Summit in Washington D.C. 
in October. 

The National Youth Sum-
mit took place on the week-
end of October 27th and 28th. 
It was an unforgettable expe-
rience where I got the chance 
to tour monuments and see 
memorials as well as learn 
about the Order Sons of Italy 
Organization and Italy and 
connect it to my ancestors. 
On the first day, I spent the 
entire day touring different 
monuments and memorials 
in Washington D.C. with the 
other students on the trip. 
We toured the U.S. Capitol 
building, the Supreme Court 
Building, Lincoln Memori-
al, Washington Memorial, as 
well as the World War II and 
Vietnam War Memorials. It 
was so eye opening to see all 
these memorials especially 
the World War II and Viet-
nam War Memorial because I 
actually know of individuals 
who fought in those wars to 
protect our beloved country. 
My Nana sent me the names 
of her classmates who died 
in these wars and I was able 
to find all of their names on 
the memorial for the Vietnam 
War and it was so touching. 
Also, I saw the Order Sons 
of Italy in America Nation-
al Home and that was truly 
amazing and I can’t wait to 
come back and visit again! 
Later that day, we all ate din-
ner together at Buca Di Bep-
po and we spent the night 
playing fun Italian games. 

On the second day, we 
had a series of informational 
presentations, one of which 
was a women from the Ital-
ian Embassy who came and 
spoke about what they do. 
For the remainder of the day 
we completed several activi-
ties where we learned about 
Italy and about the regions 
that my family comes from. 
I am Italian and my family 
descends from  Isola Delle 
Femmine, Sicily and Vinchi-
aturo, Italy which is in the 
region of Molise. I learned 
about the different regions 
as well as facts about the dif-
ferent cities and all the ad-
vancements that have been 
invented in Italy or created 
by Italians. Growing up I’ve 
been immersed in the Italian 
culture because my Nana al-
ways taught me where my 
ancestors came from and 
about Italy and I was beyond 
excited to learn about it once 
again through these presen-
tations. Throughout the day I 
learned more about the Sons 
of Italy Organization but at 

the National level and all of 
the wonderful opportunities 
it holds for its members. We 
also completed  trivia games 
on Italy and played a fun 
Italian board game and after 
dinner we watched an Italian 
film with subtitles. 

Overall this trip was ab-
solutely unforgettable, I have 
met so many wonderful peo-
ple on this trip that I know I 
will stay in contact with! All 
the chaperones were so kind 
as well and I want to thank 
them all,  especially Kathy 
Drummond for orchestrat-
ing this incredible weekend. 
It was one of the best expe-
riences in my life and I’m so 
excited to visit Washington 
D.C. and the National Home 

of the Order Sons of Italy in 
America again someday! I’m 
beyond grateful that I was al-
lowed to be a part of this trip, 
I learned so much and it was 
such an honor to be a part of 
this trip. I am proud to be an 
Italian-American and I am 
proud to be a part of the Or-
der Sons of Italy in America 
and serve as the Queen for 
the Grand Lodge of Califor-
nia. Thank you to the Grand 
Lodge of California as well as 
my Lodge C. Colombo Lodge 
#1315 in Antioch, California 
for this amazing opportuni-
ty. I will never forget it and I 
will forever cherish all of the 
amazing memories I made 
that weekend. 

Youth Summit in Washington DC
by Mary Lucido
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2017-2018 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

“Sponsors” are members, lodges, or friends, who have generously contributed $25.00   (or 
more) per year to help pay for the cost of producing, printing, and the distribution of our “IL 
LEONE” Newspaper. For more information about becoming an “IL LEONE” Sponsor, contact 
Andy Pampuro, Editor, at (949) 855-4279, or our Grand Lodge Office at (415) 586-1316.

Abronzino Family
Rene Adair
Josephine Agosta
Anaheim Lodge 
Jean Andreoni
Susan Antonini
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
Carmine Baffo
Pamela Bini
Ray Bini
Hilda Blay
Joy Bruno
Gianna Buldo
Judy Buldo
Susan Cahan
David Carboni
In Memory of Shirley Carboni
Camelia Colombo Lodge
Karen Carroll
Michael Carroll
Nick Cervone
Martha Cervone
HazelAnn Christin
C. Columbo Lodge
Columbia Lodge
Columbo - Stella Lodge
Cornelia Vita Nuova Lodge
Donna Lee Costa
John Costa
Marlene Cristanelli
Diablo Valley Lodge
Cristoforo Columbia Lodge
Linda DePalma
Aldo DeRose
Diablo Valley Lodge
Edithe DiGiuro
Mike DiGiuro
Rosemarie DiMaggio
Patricia Dito
Pete Dito
Gianfranco Fanton
Matt Ferreira
Manny Finazzo
Gina Gallucci
Steven Garnica
Gloria Garibaldi

Mary Ponte Gardner
Gwen Ginocchio
Honorable Al Girolami
Vera Girolami
Leonardich, Janey
Angelo Leone
Giuseppe Mazzini
Giuseppe Verde Lodge
Anna Guardi
Mario Guardi
Hanford Lodge
Joanne Coccia Lodge
Sid Koehler
Sadie Koehler
Joe LaBanca
Mary LaBanca
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
Zelda LaFrak
Jim Lamanna
Tina Lamanna
Ronald Latteri
B. Ashley Latteri
Janey Leonardich
Norma Marcucci
Gianfranco Marin
Maria Marin
Modesto Lodge
Susan Colaneri Monell
Bill Murphy
Lynn Lawrence Murphy
Barbara Muselli
Gabriele Muselli
Bernadine Neil
Adeline Nettleton
Northern Solano Lodge
Arlene Nunziati
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
In Memory of
Rosemary Pampuro
Bennie Pardini
Keith Perez
Nina Perez
Maria Pignati
Ugo Pignati

Annette Porter
Privitera Family Charitable 
Foundation
Julie Querin
Renaissance Lodge
Hugh Ricci 
Pam Ricci
Stella Riccio 
Tony Ricevuto
Pauline Richmond
Al Rossi
Joe Rossi
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
Glen Rushing
Lucy Sacco
Sacramento Lodge
Saddleback Valley Lodge
Salinas Lodge
Margaret Salvatore
Richard Salvatore
Steven Santulli
Angela Silva 
Carla Silva
Louise Silacci
Rick Silveira
Sharon Silveira
Joseph Simile
John Tedesco
Pam Tedesco
Elaine Teixeira
Tony Tesoriere
Michael Turrini
Valley of the Moon Lodge
Roy Vanoni
Marilyn Vecchio
Carol Watson
Watsonville Lodge
Ann Wendel
Dick Wentz
West End Lodge
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski 
Marco Zonni
Nina Zonni

Wisdom
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M.

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

E-mail: stephencontrado@gmail.com

Wisdom is something real 
and essential to success! Wis-
dom is much more than an 
abstract noun. We need to rec-
ognize our need for wisdom. 
People have argued what wis-
dom is, but most people strive 
to realize it. Let us ask, what 
is wisdom? And let’s pursue 
it. We can do something sig-
nificant every day to make 
wisdom a part of our lives.

We live in a scientific age. 
Many people equate scientific 
knowledge with wisdom. Is 
wisdom strictly the scientific 
method? The great authors 
and thinkers of every age and 
every locality would say sci-
ence is not synonymous with 
wisdom. Science certainly has 
discredited many supersti-
tions. But it alone cannot serve 
as a moral compass.

The Bible has promoted a 
belief in the reality of wisdom. 
Wisdom is said to be more 
valuable than riches. Wisdom 
is based on honesty. It keeps 
good company with faith. 
Wisdom gives direction to our 
lives. The faithful believe that 
wisdom promotes love, health 
and happiness. 

In 15th-century Italy a 
great humanistic movement 
arose which is known as 
the Renaissance. It was a 
search for ancient and new 
knowledge.  Learned men 
and women asserted that 
wisdom promotes free inquiry 
and political liberty. Justice is 
deeply concerned with and 
dependent upon wisdom. One 
function of Justice is to punish 
individuals who deliberately 
falsify. Wisdom depends upon 
truthfulness. It gives strength 
to the body and the mind. It 
builds character.

Mankind inevitably makes 

mistakes. But Nature corrects 
errors. Putting one’s hand in 
the fire will result in a pain-
ful burn. When people are 
mistaken about values, make 
bad decisions, and when they 
follow a wrong course they 
become confused and suffer 
emotionally. If, however, they 
are determined and persistent 
in every effort to do the right 
thing, they are rewarded. 

There are social move-
ments based on self-interest 
that deny that wisdom exists. 
They succeed for a time by 
being loud and frequent. But 
eventually the enemies of 
wisdom destroy themselves. It 
is important to recognize and 
dissociate ourselves from false 
friends. We will succeed by 
means of optimism and a pos-
itive mental attitude. We don’t 
need any foolish stimulation 
that constantly demands our 
attention.  

Civilization and culture 
thrive when and where wis-
dom is valued. Ancient com-
munities personified wisdom. 
Rome paid tribute to the god-
dess of wisdom, known as 
Minerva. The Greeks knew 
her as Athena. She was the 
goddess of crafts and trade 
guilds, also of womanly arts, 
such as sewing, weaving, 
and spinning. Beautiful tem-
ples and shrines were built 
to honor her. Minerva had 
annual festivals. She was a 
virgin goddess. The owl was 
a symbol sacred to her.  

Minerva is still with us 
today. She has been wonder-
fully depicted in modern Eu-
ropean and American art and 
sculpture, and she has been 
affectionately represented in 
literature. Let’s keep wisdom 
alive in our hearts.

Mosaic of the Minerva of Peace in the Library of Congress.
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
CHARLES SANT'AGATA
1945 N. Glen Alva Lane

Clovis, CA 93619
Phone: (559) 323-9523

cjsa@att.net
   

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
CARMINE BAFFO

19560 Rolling Greens Drive
Apple Valley, Ca 92308
Phone: 760-885-8256

carminnie@earthlink.net

365 Fund Raiser - Winners
November 16-30
	 16	 $25.00	 Diane Scillo
	 17	 $25.00	 Pugliese Lodge
	 18	 $25.00	 Ralph Nudo
	 19	 $25.00	 Hazel Ann Christin
	 20	 $25.00	 Watsonville Lodge
	 21	 $25.00	 Elizabeth Rassiga
	 22	 $25.00	 Ruth Costa
	 23	 $25.00	 Tami Welch
	 24	 $25.00	 Andy Ginocchio
	 25	 $25.00	 Cristoforo Colombo Lodge
	 26	 $25.00	 Marianne O’Neil
	 27	 $25.00	 Joy Bruno
	 28	 $25.00	 Josephine Agosta
	 29	 $25.00	 Ray Bini
	 30	 $50.00	 Teresa Hagerty
December 1-15
	 1	 $25.00	 Dorothy Lagomarsino
	 2	 $25.00	 Hugh Ricci
	 3	 $25.00	 Maria Pignati
	 4	 $25.00	 Mary Jane Cambria
	 5	 $25.00	 Mark DeNunzio
	 6	 $25.00	 Mitzi Peterson
	 7	 $25.00	 Mark De Nunzio
	 8	 $25.00	 Nicole Orgera
	 9	 $25.00	 Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
	 10	 $25.00	 Ken Wisniewski
	 11	 $25.00	 Mark DeNunzio
	 12	 $500.00	 Angeline Massa
	 13	 $25.00	 Cindy Woresco
	 14	 $25.00	 Michelle Castagnola
	 15	 $25.00	 Carolyn Cianciotta

Rafaello’s Ristorante 
in San Pedro was the set-
ting for the Pugliese Lodge 
Christmas and Appreciation 
Christmas Luncheon held 
on Sunday, Dec. 10th.   The 
lodge not only opened  the 
Christmas season with this 
luncheon, but also held the 
crowning of the new lodge 
queen.   Outgoing Queen, Al-
exa Lotito did the honors of 
presenting and crowning of 
incoming new queen, Sarah 
Grace Taylor.  Sarah is a soph-
omore At Notre Dame High 
Academy in Los Angeles and 
the daughter of member Dr.
Francesca Taylor.

Attending the festivities 
along with President Mi-
chael and First Lady Edithe 
DiGiuro were the following 
officers ;Vice President Carla 
Lotito Komar and husband 
Bill Komar, Immediate Past 
President Chris Lotito and 
wife Mary, Head Trustee, Or-
ator Vita Zaccaria,Recording 
Secretary Rosemarie Van-

Pugliese Lodge No. 1375
Los Angeles, CA

by Rosemarie Biagetti Vanderhaar
Recording Secretary

Christmas Party

derhaar,Mistress of Ceremo-
nies and Chaplain Roberta 
Overton.   Members joining 
in the festivities was Alexa 
Lotito, Dr. Francesca Taylor 
and cousin,Ed and MaryAnn 
Spatola, John Donato and 
Paul Bodnar.

A short meeting was 
held prior to the presenta-
tions and lunch.The lodge 
presented President Di Gi-
uro with a beautiful Michael 
Kors sweater in the Sons of 
Italy purple.  In turn, he and 
First Lady Edithe presented 
everyone with a Starbucks 
Christmas ornament.

A sumptuous meal was 
enjoyed by all.  Too many 
courses to list, but oh so good 
and we all went home with a 
carry out container.

It was a delightful after-
noon and a great wayto kick 
off the season.  Thanks to 
Paul, John and President Mi-
chael and First Lady Edithe 
for choosing the restaurant – 
great choice.

                  

Outgoing Queen Alexa Lotito and Incoming Queen Sarah Grace Tay-
lor.

President Michael DiGiuro  with gift from the lodge.

Congratulations!
By Rosemarie Biagetti Vanderhaar

Pugliese Lodge past Queen Kelsey Brower received her 
Master of Science Degree in Law Enforcement and Intelligence 
and  and Analysis and a Certificate of Acknowledgement from 
Homeland Security.  The ceremony took place on Friday, De-
cember 15, 2017 in the Jack Breslin President Events Center at 
Michigan State University, East Lansing,  MI.

Attending the ceremony and watching with pride was 
Kelsey’s mother Kim Brower and brother Kellen and Grand-
mother Rosemarie Vanderhaar and a family friend. Kelsey 
currently works with the Ohio State Police as an Intelligence 
Analsyt. Kelsey is the daughter of Eric and Kim  Brower of 
Oceanside and the granddaughter Rosemarie and the late 
George Vanderhaar. We wish Kelsey the best as she advances 
in her career.
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C. Colombo Lodge #1315
Antioch, CA

by Zelda LeFrak-Belleci

Three Generations of Membership
Pride in their Italian roots, service to the community and fun 
times at meetings have encouraged multi-generational mem-
bership in the Sons of Italy.

Esposito Family: Edna and Ed Esposito, daughter Carol and grand-
son Ethan. Edna serves as President of C. Colombo Lodge #1315; 
Carol is Financial Secretary and Ethan is the Chalain.

Cardinale Family: Gerry, Karen and Giana. Giana is now off to Cal-
ifornia State University Sacramento helped by a Lodge Scholarship. 
Giana was part of the famed Pittsburg High School Marching Band 
that played in both the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and went to 
London for the Boxing Day Parade.

Belleci Family: Lisa Belleci-Navarro, Zelda LeFrak-Belleci and Sophia 
Navarro are pictured at a dinner meeting, ready to serve. Sophia was 
a water polo player at Freedom High School and is studying at Chico 
State.

DiMaggio Family: Rosemarie DiMaggio, her daughter Roseanne 
Ortland and granddaughter Christina. Christina, with the help of a 
Lodge Scholarship is now studying at the University of California 
Santa Barbara.

Gold Country Lodge #2705 enjoyed a wonderful gathering to celebrate the holidays on Sunday, December 
3rd at Cascada Restaurant in El Dorado Hills. Many thanks to Jim and Barbara Silveira for organizing and 
making the evening extra special for all. We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!

Gold Country Lodge #2705
El Dorado Hills, CA

by Tami Welch

Valley of the Moon Lodge #1959
Sonoma, CA

by Susan Antonini

Karen Carroll Queen of Tom
and Jerry’s.

Marilyn Silvestri….Santa’s Helper
Merry Christmas

Paul Grant, President of Valley of the Moon
in the process of making the best offer 
Tom and Jerry’s using Rena’s recipe!!
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Reproduced from the weekly "Mini Relax."
For a subscription "sies@siesnet.it"

Answers page 16

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

Let Me Entertain You

Old Italian-American standards of Frank Sinatra,
Dean Martin & many more. 

For Lodge meetings and any events contact 
Louie Lodi at 916-996-5634 or 

louis.ciao4now@gmail.com

On Saturday, Decem-
ber 2, the Saddleback Val-
ley Lodge held their annual 
Christmas Gala. The event 
was held in one of the club 
houses in Laguna Woods. We 
had a nice group of members 
and friends who joined us 
for a very festive time. Our 
thanks goes out to our Re-
cording Secretary Bernadine 
Neil who was the chairlady 
for this party. We must also 
thank her daughter Kerry 
Herrington who decorated 
the hall like you’ve never 
seen. Kerry is the mother of 
our lodge queen, Baylin Her-
rington.

  We enjoyed the music of 
The Trio who played some 
great tunes to dance to. Later 

Saddleback Valley 
Lodge #2566

Mission Viejo, CA
by Andy Pampuro

Immediate Past President

in the evening Bernie led us 
with the singing of Christ-
mas carols. We enjoyed a 
delicious dinner topped off 
with a spumoni ice cream de-
light.

We also has a silent auc-
tion for some fabulous gifts 
which all went by the time 
the auction was closed. We 
certainly thank all the mem-
bers who donated the gifts.

Patricia Dito presented a 
gift to Bernie for all her hard 
work for the lodge which she 
highly deserved.

President Hank Lowing-
er welcomed every one and 
thanked them for coming to 
help us celebrate the Christ-
mas season.

Patricia Dito presenting an appreciation gift to chairlady Bernadine 
Nell for all her hard work for the lodge while President Hank Lowing-
er looks on.

Seated l/r are father Tim Herrington, daughter Riley, daughter Baylin 
who is Miss Convention City and mother, Kerry Herrington who did 
all the decorations for the Gala.
Standing l/r Al Schlappy. Chairlady Bernadine Neil, First Lady Mi-
chelle Lowinger and Lodge President Hank Lowinger.
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On Sunday, December 
3rd, the United Lodges of 
Southern California held 
their annual Toys for Tots lun-
cheon which was chaired by 
the recording secretary Rose-
marie Vanderhaar. We had 
a nice crowd who brought 
loads of toys for the event.

Unfortunately the ma-
rines were unable to attend 
on this day due to some un-
fortunate event. However, 
Annette Porter, president of 
the Centinela Valley Lodge 
where this event took place 
assured us that the toys 
would be delivered to the 
right place.

   President Annette was a 
gracious host and she along 
with her committee did a 
great job with the luncheon 
of salad, pasta and sausage 

United Lodges of
Southern California

by Andy Pampuro

and spumoni ice cream for 
dessert.

Annette was helped by 
our State Orator and a past 
president of the lodge Mark 
Vaona, his father Bob Vaona 
and Brian Sinaguglia.

The president of the Unit-
ed Lodges, Carmine Baffo, 
presented a plaque of appre-
ciation to outgoing president 
Gabe Domenici.

Because of the death of 
vice president David Prisco 
nominations for a new vice-
president was held. Hank 
Lowinger, president of the 
Saddleback Valley Lodge 
was nominated and second-
ed and with no opposition 
was named our new vice 
president.The afternoon 
ended with many Christmas 
greetings to one another.

President of the United Lodges Carmine Baffo presenting a plaque of 
appreciation to outgoing president Gabe Domenici.

Some of the hundreds of toys we collected.

The officers of the United Lodges of Southern California.
L/R Past President Gabe Domenici, Treasurer Vita Zaccaria, newly 
elected Vice President Hank Lowinger, Recording Secreary Rosemarie 
Vanderhaar, President Carmine Baffo, Trustee Nina Zonni, Trustee 
Andy Pampuro and Historian Lucille Seibel.

Happy New Year, we 
hope that everyone made it 
through the holidays in good 
health and that 2018 will be 
prosperous for all the lodges 
and our Italian Heritage will 
flourish.  
“SAVE THE DATE” SUN-
DAY - MAY 6th, 2018.  ANA-
HEIM LODGE - 60TH AN-
NIVERSARY.

All lodges will be sent 
more information at the be-
ginning of the year. Please 
remember that when you do 
your calendars for 2018, that 
you keep it in mind to save 
this date for the Anaheim 
Lodge.  Members of Ana-
heim Lodge will also receive 
information regarding the 
Anniversary.

Anaheim Lodge is sorry 
to say that at the end of 2017, 
we lost 3 long time member, 
in a short span of 2 months.  
They will surely be missed; 
they brought friendship and 
love to our lodge. These 
members were all very active 
in our lodge and always will-
ing to help out where ever 
needed. 

Fran Hemsley: Born Jan-
uary 24, 1932, passed away 
on October 29th 2017, quietly 
in her sleep. She was born in 
Hershey, PA.  She had been 
quite ill for some time. Fran 
was active in bowling. She 
always supported the Ana-
heim lodge in all their func-
tions.

Lionello “Leo” Schiavoni:  
Leo was born in Trisun-
go, Italy on March 24, 1924. 
Passed away November 1, 
2017 surrounded by his fam-
ily.  Formerly of Girard, Ohio 
he went into the Navy. After 
serving in the Navy during 
WWII, Leo married Cass in 
Hershey, PA and soon after 
traveled west to Long Beach, 
CA where he began a career 
at Douglas Aircraft and the 
growth of his family. 

Leo was active in his 
church and community. 
Campaigning for city and 
country, he supported labor 
unions for the growth of the 
working man and the devel-
opment of the Sons of Italy, 
Lakewood Lodge.  He later 
transferred to the Anaheim 
Lodge; where he became 
a very active member, in-
volved in all its activities and 
functions. He loved bowling, 
gardening and cooking. He 
was very proud of his Italian 
heritage and never stopped 
supporting it.

Joanne Cianciosi: Born 

Anaheim Lodge #2076
Anaheim, CA

by Fran D’Errico 
Recording Secretary

February 24, 1938, passed 
away November 7, 2017 after 
a long illness, and surround-
ed by her family. Joanne was 
always the first one to help 
out were ever needed for our 
functions.  She was also an 
officer for many years, ser-
vicing in various positions.
“WHAT WE HAVE BEEN 
DOING” 

Saturday December 16th, 
the Anaheim lodge hosted its 
Annual “CHRISTMAS PAR-
TY”

We had a wonderful Ital-
ian Dinner, Great time visit-
ing with old friends, and the 
arrival of Santa Claus for the 
young and old to enjoy.  We 
played the annual “Right 
Family Game” which every-
one always enjoys.
WHAT WE HAVE COMING 
UP: 

On Saturday January 
20th, Mike and Cathy Guth-
rie will be chairing a fund 
raising event for their daugh-
ter, Meagan. She will be the 
next queen of the Anaheim 
Lodge. Please mark the date 
and come out for a great meal 
and fun evening with friends. 
MEMBERS, WE NEED 
YOUR HELP AND IF YOU 
NEED OURS,

Remember we encour-
age you to attend and sup-
port our lodge... If you need 
a ride, call any officer and 
we will make arrangements 
for transportation. If you 
have Italian and non Italian 
friends who wish to come to 
our events, please bring them 
and see what a fun time we 
have and very friendly mem-
bers. Our lodge has always 
been family oriented and we 
still encourage this standard 
in our lodge.  We all want our 
Italian Heritage to continue 
for generations to come.
IMPORTANT NOTICE, 
PLEASE NOTE DATES 
LISTED BELOW IN RE-
GARDS TO MEETINGS: 
The Anaheim Lodge has a 
new schedule for Officers 
meetings and General Meet-
ings. 
OFFICERS MEETINGS:
(FEB.7, APRIL 4, JUNE 6, 
OCT. 3, DEC. 5,) held at the 
home of the D’Ordines
GENERAL MEETINGS:
(JAN. 3, MAR.7, MAY 2, 
SEPT. 5, NOV.7,) held at the 
Anaheim Senior Center
For more detailed informa-
tion regarding meetings and 
events; refer to the La Stella 
or contact any of the officers 
of the Anaheim Lodge.

OTHER INFORMATION OF IMPORTANCE
See the following Schedule of upcoming Dates. Mark your calen-
dars:
January:	 Saturday 20th 
February:	 Saturday 10th (Queen Coronation)
March:	 Saturday 24th
April:	 Saturday 8th
May:	 Sunday 6th - 60th Anniversary Dinner
June:	 Grand Lodge Convention in Ontario, CA
July:	 Sunday 22nd Lodge Annual Picnic
August:	 To Be Advised of Date (Annual Angels Baseball Game)
God Bless those servicing and protecting our country and Arrive-
derci until next time.

William Paca 
Lodge #1960

Mountain View, CA
by Carolyn Franklin

Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus 
were special guests at the 
Lodge Christmas party with 
Eugene and Peggy Ludwico 
as proxies. Their Christmas 
spirit is contagious, smiles, 
cheer and goodwill are the 
hallmark of the Ludwico’s - 
Santa is very proud of them.

As always, the party was 
a success, a beautiful dinner 
at Michael’s of Shoreline with 
Gloria Ravetto and Lorraine 
McCutcheon Chairwomen 
of the big event. As a special 
treat for all, Gloria made an 
array of her exquisitely dec-
orated baskets filled with the 
best in gourmet treats, wine, 
kitchen gadgets and tons 
of goodwill. Both women, 
Gloria and Lorraine, are art-
ists in their own right so the 
wrapping and arranging of 
the entire bounty was a gift 
in itself. On top of all this 
largesse, Gloria also provid-
ed gift cards to members for 
added Christmas cheer.

Rose Marenco, at this 
writing, is slightly under the 
weather. But…she has the 
perfect remedy to step out 
of the weather into the sun. 
Warm up a little honey, a lit-
tle lemon juice into a snifter 
of brandy, sit back, sip the 
elixir, and dream about Sor-
rento! Life is good when you 
feel good!

If you haven’t read, “Un-
broken” (Hillenbrand) I 
strongly recommend it. A true 
story of an American-Italian 
war hero (Zamperini) who 
was an Olympic track star 
(1936) then lives through hell 
in WWII, in Japan as a POW. 
Nulla si fa sense volonta.

Maybe for Valentine’s 
Day you can buy your spe-
cial person a “Spinning 
Fork”. You click a button and 
the fork twirls the spaghetti 
for you! I can’t imagine any 
red-blooded Italian eating 
from a spinning fork! Chi 
practica, compra!
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Upcoming Events:	
January 11	 Monthly meeting – Chicken and Risotto
February 3	 Crab Feed! Dungeness Cracked Crab, Salad 

and Wine with dinner
	
Lodge News:		
1.	 State Trustee North, Ray Bini will be our guest at the Janu-

ary meeting and also there will be an installation of a new 
member. Reservations need to be made by January 5, please 
be observant to the reservation date so that our cooks can 
prepare properly for all attending. Please call Marie De 
Carli at 707-486-5085 for reservations. 

2.	 The Christmas party was very eventful with over 200 mem-
bers and guests in attendance, Santa Claus listened to each 
child’s secret wish list and each child received a gift. The 
polenta and stew dinner were the best (soooo good). Thank 
you for those attending and bringing a little holiday spirit 
to this year of so much tragedy. Thank you to all who par-
ticipated in volunteering to make this a great event! Thanks 
to the cooks Giaco Manni, Angelo Leone and Edward San-
tero and all the helpers and servers.

3.	 Petaluma Sons & Daughters of Italy Crab Feed is Saturday 
February 3, donation $50 – Dungeness cracked crab, salad 
and wine with dinner. Let’s make it out best event yet! In-
vite your friends and families and volunteer! We will need 
your help to make this event successful.

4.	 Aileen Petty has mailed the dues statements for 2018. 
Please send them back with your payment as soon as pos-
sible. She also sent out the tickets for the 2018 $100 monthly 
drawing at the same time. If you would like to participate, 
please mail the SMALLER portion of the ticket with a check 
payable to “Cesare Battisti Lodge, Sons of Italy” to Aileen 
Petty, 1540 Gladstone Way, Rohnert Park, CA 94928 or 
bring your check to the January 11 meeting.

	 Please get them back ASAP so you can be in all the 12 draw-
ings of 2018.

5.	 Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Sick Members: None reported.
	

Member Birthdays:
Marie Aggio 30th, Catherine Biggio 29th, Lucy Camporeale 

11th, Viviana Cuppoletti 15th, Martha Dougherty 24th, Marga-
ret Enea-Patrizi 20th, Guido Farina 8th, Rose Lavezzo 3rd, Janet 
Leone 9th, Giaco Manni 24th, Beatrice McQuaid 10th, Aileen 
Petty 14th, Carol Rozzi 12th, Louise Vicino 1st. 

Cesare Battisti Lodge #1518
Petaluma, CA

by Ann Albertoni

Last Month: We celebrat-
ed our Christmas Dinner 
with a good showing of our 
membership. Cookies and 
gifts were exchanged with 
many smiles to go around, 
along with great food and 
a few good games of Bingo, 
complete with prizes.

Also, the United Lodg-
es of the Central San Joa-
quin Valley (ULCSJV) met 
at the Old Spaghetti Factory 
in Fresno, Colombo-Stella 
Lodge hosting, and Pres-
ident Charles Sant’Agata 
presiding. Regular lodge ac-
tivities and Buono Natales 
were exchanged. The Old 
Spaghetti Factory was a per-
fect setting for the Sunday 
lunch. Five of our members 
were there to represent our 
Clovis Lodge: Betty Vef-
fredo, Carol Watson, Lou 
Catallo, Val Johnson, and 
Isabel Ronzano.

This Month: We begin 
our new year, so make sure 
Brian has your check for 
your 2018 dues. January is 
also a Pot Luck month. And, 
since everyone has had their 
flu shots, I won’t have to re-
mind anyone.

Next Months: February 
19 and March 19 will be our 
usual meetings, with Pot 

Rodolfo Valentino Lodge   #1449
Clovis, CA

by Carole Watson, President; Lou Catallo, 
Historian; (559) 299-2205 lcatallo@aol.com

Luck; bring what you can; 
no other details yet. April 16 
will be our Spring Fest Pasta 
Party, so nudge your family 
and friends now.

Be a yardstick of quality 
and integrity; if nothing else, 
it will surprise other people.

Months to Come: The 
next ULCSJV meeting will 
be March 11, 2018, at the 
Kings County Historical So-
ciety in Hanford on 14th Av-
enue. And, the Grand Lodge 
2018 Convention will start 
June 28th at the Ontario Air-
port Double Tree Hotel.

Have you been in Sane. 
You can’t get there by train 
or air; you have to be driven 
there. 

Do you have comments 
for our lodge members? Any 
Historical lodge photos? Let 
me know at my email ad-
dress (above) and we can 
publish it in this column.     

For those who understand, 
no explanation is needed. For 
those who do not understand, 
no explanation is possible.                                            

My wife’s aunt’s favor-
ite niece once said “There 
are as many ways as there are 
people”; improve your way 
by applying for our Order 
Sons & Daughters of Italy 
in America scholarship(s). 

Contact Scholarship Chair, 
Isabel Ronzano, at (559) 
297-0851, for information 
on this topic. The Scholar-
ship Deadlines are: for Clo-
vis Lodge, March 31, 2018; 
for California State Grand 
Lodge: March 01, 2018; and, 
for National Lodge the date 
is generally November to 
February of any year ($500 
to $5,000 awards). Go to 
https://www.osia.org/stu-
dents/scholarships.php) for 
grants/tours/studies infor-
mation in Italy. These are 
great for any student on a 
budget or not.                               

Join Us: If you have 
friends or family that are 
looking for good fellowship 
and a place to hang out on 
the third Monday of each 
month, invite them to join 
you at our meetings, 6:30 
PM, at Notre Dame Hall, 333 
8th Street, at DeWitt Ave-
nue.  We feature short meet-
ings, great companionship, 
and superb food. Our web 
site is http://rodolfovalen-
tinolodge.com/.  

Attention Amazon Shoppers….
If you like to shop on Amazon (and who doesn’t?) there 
is now a new way for you to shop AND help the West-
ern Foundation at the same time!   All you need to do is 
to sign in to smile.amazon.com using your email address 
and Amazon password, and you will have the opportuni-
ty to designate our Sons of Italy Western Foundation as 
your preferred charitable organization. From that point 
on every time you make a purchase, Amazon will do-
nate 0.5% of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the 
Western Foundation.  Easy!  Shop as you regularly would, 
and earn points for the charitable causes of our Western 
Foundation at the same time. You can check the progress 
of your donation whenever you want, and see your dona-
tion build up the more you shop.  Before you know it the 
holidays will be upon us, and what better time to put your 
shopping to good use to raise funds for the great causes 
the Western Foundation supports.  Just imagine if all our 
members who use Amazon would sign up for this bene-
fit…..it only takes a minute, and the funds raised can do 
so much good for a long time.  What a great way to spend 
and feel good about it.  Please pass the word to family and 
friends and happy shopping!
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Mazzini
(http://www.giuseppemazzini.org) 
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
http://sonsofitaly1543.org/
silaccilu@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
saljd55@cox.net
Las Vegas Lodge
www.sonsofitalylasvegas.com
sonsofitalylv@yahoo.com
Monterery Lodge
www.sonsofitaly-monterey.org
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Billini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
William Paca Lodge #1960
www.sonsofitalymountainview.org
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

NEL RIMPIANGERNE LA PERDITA, CI ASSOCIAMO AL 

LUTTO ED AL DOLORE DEI LORO CONGIUNTI AI QUALI INVIAMO LE NOSTRE CONDOGLIANZE.

“NECROLOGIO”
Member’s Name	 Lodge	 Lodge 		
Carolina Carpine	 Weed	 1269	
Martha De Ross	 Weed	 1269		
Vincent Baldini	 Enrico Caruso	 1463	
Jesse Flores	 Enrico Caruso	 1463	
Joseph Gensiracusa	 Enrico Caruso	 1463	
Joshua Grist	 Enrico Caruso	 1463
Angelo Mirizzi	 Enrico Caruso	 1463	
Fred Pasquini	 Enrico Caruso	 1463	
Lawrence Romanazzi	 Enrico Caruso	 1463
	Albert Bruno Sante	 Enrico Caruso	 1463
Maria Torresan	 Cesare Battisti	 1518	
Donald Rea	 Cristoforo Colombo	 1534	
Richard Paggi	 Roma	 1573	
Henry Bergero	 Columbia	 1940	
Eugenia Chiesa	 Columbia	 1940
Albano Margarit	 William Paca	 1960	
David Prisco	 Rennaisance	 2259	
Maryann Silvera	 Vincenzo Bellini	 2519	
Romeo Zumpano	 Joanne Coccia	 2553	
	

Winner Every
Day Raffle

1. 	 Purchase a Winner Every Day Raffle ticket 
for $30. If your lodge does not have any, you 
can order some through the Grand Lodge.

2. 	 Mail your ticket stub and check to the Grand 
Lodge of California, 5051 Mission St., San 
Francisco, CA  94112

3.  Once received, your ticket goes into the tick-
et drum.  

4. 	 Tickets are drawn every two weeks, until 
the end of 2017, one   ticket for each of those 
days.  If you are a winner, a check for $25. 
will be mailed to you.  Winners names are 
also listed in the most current issue of the Il 
Leone newspaper.

5. 	 Your ticket is put back into the drum for all 
future drawings.

6. 	 There are several days throughout the year 
that have a higher     dollar amount.   Those 
days are listed on the back of each ticket.

7. 	 Grand Prize of $1,000.00 will be given only if 
1000 tickets are sold and returned by Decem-
ber 21st, 2017. Or if 4500 tickets are sold the 
Grand Prize will become $15,000.  4500 tick-
ets are one ticket per each of our members!! 
Buy a ticket and become a big winner.

It’s that easy!! 
You have a great chance of winning 

more than one time!! 
And a chance at the Grand Prize!

Make checks payable to:
Grand Lodge of California      

If you have any other questions,
please contact

            The Grand Lodge of CA (415)586-1316
           E-mail: sonsofitalyca@aol.com

 

We started December with our annual Council dinner. This 
is the one time each year when we all get a break and have din-
ner out. Good time with great group.

Once again Shasta Lodge has been very busy. We had five 
catering events in the first sixteen days of December. Following 
Christmas we will cater a retirement party. It has been hectic, 
but fun.

Our Crab Feed is scheduled for January 19th and 20th. Of 
course Saturday is already sold out, and Friday not far behind. 
Sharon and Gerry are busy getting baskets ready for a raffle for 
both nights. This year we will offer Canoli. If you are interested 
in attending, please call John DiMatteo at 605-1351 and leave a 
message.

We have also been very busy ringing bells for the Salvation 
Army after having filled barrels for the Stuff the Bus Toy Drive 
and the Tis the Season canned food drive. Our bell ringers had 
surpassed our last year’s total by the middle of December and 
as I write this article, John DiMatteo is doing a 24 hour bell 
ringing marathon at Wal-Mart. Jean Russell took on the sched-
uling this year and has done a great job of having people ring-
ing bells nearly every day.

We at Shasta Lodge wish you a very Happy New Year.
Ciao

Chris Whitmore, John DiMatteo and Rose Nobili ringing bells for 
Salvation Army.

Shasta Lodge #2453
Redding, CA

by Carole Dellaragione

Happy New Year!



PAGE 12	 IL LEONE	 JANUARY 2018

Should Joe LaPorta be 
our nominee for Man of The 
Year this year? The answer is 
a resounding yes, consider-
ing there would probably be 
no Dolly Sinatra Lodge, Sons 
& Daughters of Italy Order 
were it not for him! Consid-
er…

Joe joined the Lodge 
in 2001, and was selected 
President in 2002 serving 
through 2007, before retiring 
the position. He was reelect-
ed President of the Lodge in 
2011 when our Lodge was 
floundering financially, and 
membership had shrunk to 
the lower end of members of 
Lodges state wide. Finances 
were in tatters, and virtual-
ly gone. In other words the 
Lodge needed rescuing and 
Joe did it in Spades!

We have risen to seventh 
in membership in California 
during his Presidency. The 
club is solvent, and has in-
deed raised over $350,000 in 
donations for much needed 
improvements, including 
paving for parking, addition 
of restroom and updating the 
other two. Along with paint-
ing the Lodge, new landscap-
ing and there is more, but we 
have only so much room in 
the article.

In short, Joe has dedicat-
ed himself to the success and 
enjoyment of his members. 
Understand, his is a volun-
teer position, he receives 
no compensation, and we 
couldn’t afford someone to 
do half of what he’s done 
anyway. So thanks heavens 
for him! He along with Vice 
President Frank DiSalvo 
have increased membership 
dramatically, recruited their 
friends to entertain us on our 
Wednesday dinners. These 
dinners are so successful that 
we have to turn away mem-
bers in season because of fire 
regulations! 

And if that wasn’t 
enough, and it certainly is, 
there’s more. Joe was strick-
en with throat cancer in 2015 
and underwent radiation 
therapy that left him unable 
to eat solids, drained every 
ounce of his energy and ren-
dered him virtually unable to 

Dolly Sinatra Lodge #2400
Palm Springs, CA

by Andy Casey

speak. He, and his first lady, 
along with a lot of friends 
and volunteers kept opera-
tions going brilliantly and 
seamlessly throughout. De-
spite everything Joe oversaw 
matters ensuring the Lodge 
wouldn’t be disrupted!

Joe was born in Chicago 
in 1943 where his grandpar-
ents immigrated from Italy. 
He along with his brother 
and 4 sisters were raised 
there. After college he be-
gan a most successful and 
varied career. Working as a 
pressman on the 10 color ro-
tary presses, and then in the 
recording industry at Lor-
mar Records working with 
such artists as Tony Orlando,  
Connie Francis and Don Cor-
nelis who founded smash TV 
hit show “Soul Train”! In his 
varied career he opened Euro 
Imports visiting Italy 4 times 
on average yearly. 

In other words through 
Joe’s varied careers, he has 
brought to his Presidency of 
our Lodge, a stellar knowl-
edge of business. His positive 
attitude and genuine warmth 
make him wonderful to work 
with, and be around! And he 
couldn’t have done it with-
out our First Lady, his incred-
ible First Lady, Laurie!

Long overdue our Man 
of the Year award, and hav-
ing been proposed for many 
years, he has finally said yes, 
to which I think we can all 
say, “It’s about time Joe, no 
one deserves it more!!

We look forward to the 
annual Awards and Din-
ner celebration April 8th at 
Agua Caliente Casino. Very 
exciting details to come very 
soon. Be there, it is going to 
be some gala!

Also of note is that Mike 
Costley, one of our deserts 
premiere entertainers, has 
replaced Tony DeJerlando, 
on second Wednesdays of 
the month as lead entertain-
er. Tony accepted a singing 
engagement weekly at a local 
Country Club. He gets paid 
there! After volunteering for 
years here we’re sorry to lose 
Tony, but sometimes the pay-
check has to come first. 

Joe LaPorta, center, is welcomed back to Lodge after illness.

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto

Ken and Ben Curti cook up a 
feast for the Roma Lodge Christ-
mas Party.  

Pam Sola, junior member chair, 
put on a great talent show with 
junior members at the Christ-
mas Party. 

Roma Lodge President David 
DePaoli and junior members 
present items to the Tulare Light-
house Rescue Mission brought 
by members to the Christmas 
party. 

Roma Lodge held their 
annual Christmas party on 
December 3rd with over 100 
members and guests present. 
Members and guests who at-
tended the event were treat-
ed to a delicious Christmas 
dinner complete with ham, 
yams, rigatoni and a variety 
of desserts made by mem-

bers. Co-chair for the event 
and head chef Ken Curti was 
called into emergency service 
when chair Cathy Mederos 
and husband Dennis Meder-
os (A.K.A. Santa) broke his 
arm at a convention in San 
Diego and was in surgery the 
night before the event. Ken-
ny came to the rescue enlist-

ing cooks Ben Curti, Charlie 
Pitigliano, David DePaoli 
and Nick Canata to serve as 
Santa for the event.  Lodge 
members also brought nu-
merous items to be given to 
the Tulare Lighthouse Rescue 
Mission.  

Joann Beecher prepared the 
Christmas stockings for all the 
junior members.

Santa (A.K.A. Nick Canata) greets the big crowd at the Roma Lodge 
Christmas Party.  
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Cesare 
Battisti

Lodge #1518
Petaluma, CA

by Louise Vicino

Greetings from Petaluma!
My name is Louise Vicino, 

I will be writing articles for Il 
Leone and this is my first ar-
ticle to be sent representing 
the Petaluma Lodge.  A little 
about myself:  I have been a 
member of Cesare Battisti 
Lodge for almost  24 years.  
As a young and new mem-
ber I donated a lot of time in 
help at dinners, conventions 
and wherever I was needed.  
Now I have reached that age 
where I cannot do the physi-
cal work and so I will try to 
do a good job in reporting for 
the Lodge.

Our President Ann Alber-
toni is doing a great job for 
the Lodge.  She needs all the 
support she can get from our 
members.  So help make her 
and our Lodge a success by 
attending the meetings and 
the events we have during 
the year. If you have any sug-
gestions on what you would 
like to see our Lodge do 
during the year do not hesi-
tate to let her know as your 
input is important.  Also if 
you have news about our 
members, please let me know 
by calling me at 769-7389.

The Christmas party 
was a success with over 200 
people in attendance.  Santa 
Claus and his elves were a 
great success with the chil-
dren.  The food was deli-
cious and our thanks go to all 
the cooks and helpers who 
helped to make the party a 
success.

We will be having our All 
You Can Eat Crab Feed on 
February 3rd.  The menu is 
salad, pasta, all you can eat 
crab, dessert and wine.  No 
host cocktails 6:00 p.m.; din-
ner 7:00 p.m.  Place: Lucchesi 
Center.  Cost: $50. Make your 
reservations with Don/Ma-
rie - 707-486-5085.  

Jan. 11th - Dinner 6:30 
p.m. Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Feb 8th - Valentine’s Day 
Dinner 6:30 p.m. - Meeting 
7:30 p.m .

Mar. 8th - St. Patrick’s 
Day Dinner 6:30 p.m. - Meet-
ing 7:30 p.m.

Reservations are required 
for all dinner meetings.  Call 
Marie DeCarli - 707-486- 5085

Happy Birthday and 
Happy Anniversary to all 
celebrating in Jan. and Feb.  
Get well wishes to anyone is 
ill.  May you have a Happy 
and Blessed New Year.  This 
year plan to share your love 
and caring with all your fam-
ily and friends.  

Remember your loved 
one  on Valentine’s Day.  It’s 
not necessary to give candy 
or flowers, but a hug and a 
kiss, a reminder that you love 
them is all that is needed.

Be kind to others, you will 
always get it back in return.

Ciao

With a sad heart, we 
share that we have lost our 
last founding member. On 
November 24, 2017, Frank 
Pontillo passed away. May 
he rest in peace.

Our Christmas Party and 
Toys for Tots was a big suc-
cess. We had many toys for 
the Marines to take back to 
those unfortunate children 
that would not have Christ-
mas.  It sure does make us 
feel good.  Unfortunately, 
Santa was so busy that he 
came early in the morning 
and dropped off the presents 
for the children.  He was sor-
ry that he couldn’t make the 

Centinela Valley Lodge #1991
Torrance, CA

by Annette Porter

party. All the children en-
joyed their presents.   Thank 
you to the American Lodge 
and Anaheim Lodge for com-
ing and sharing this wonder-
ful day.  We had many guests 
that attended with our mem-
bers and it was a delight to 
have so many children.

The December meeting 
was a potluck and we had 
about 45 people in atten-
dance.  We had a nice variety 
of food and desserts. Was 
it ever delicious!  We also 
played a gift exchange steal 
game. Everyone had a good 
time. 

Mark Vaona, David Lavezzari and our future queen, Marissa Lavez-
zari servicing lunch to all the guests.

Dominic and Emilia Gargano enjoying their afternoon with their 
lodge famiglia.

 Eleanor and Elaine Bersano brought many of their friends.  They 
were all enjoying themselves.

All the children were sitting quietly waiting for the gifts that Santa 
left for them.

A wonderful picture of the Marines and all the children in front of the 
Christmas tree and toys.

The big kids wanted their picture taken with the Marines: Sherry 
Monarcky and Eva Lavezzari from Anaheim Lodge, Linda Enneman 
from America Lodge and Gilma Vaona and Annette Porter from Cen-
tinela Valley Lodge.

The two wonderful Marines that joined our Christmas Party.

Fun filled evening at our December potluck.
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CELEBRATION…The 
Vallejo Lodges honored the 
State President--our own 
John Costa on Saturday eve-
ning, December 15th. The 
lodge hall sparkled with gar-
lands, poinsettias, Christmas 
trees and charming holiday 
touches which included a 
candy cane at each place set-
ting. The Sparks Sisters en-
tertained us prior to dinner 
with their magical voices. 
State Trustee North, Ray Bini, 
welcomed everyone and lat-
er in the evening offered the 
champagne toast. Leading 
The Pledge of Allegiance was 
Evelyn Fox, Beatrice Mistress 
of Ceremonies. Mike Carroll, 
State Deputy to Virgilio of-
fered the Invocation. 

Vallejo Lodges
by Sharon Silveira

A stellar evening attend-
ed by our National President 
Vera Girolami, several Grand 
Lodge Officers,  Commit-
tee Chairs, and the Grand 
Lodge Queen Mary Lucido. 
Lodge Presidents, members 
and friends wanted to laud 
the man who started out in 
our lodge kitchen helping his 
dad, Frank, cook the Sunday 
dinners and is still usually 
found there. John admitted 
that it felt unfamiliar to be sit-
ting down and being served 
a delicious dinner ravioli and 
roast beef. 

P R E S E N TAT I O N S …
so many presentations and 
most included special words 

and reminiscences. Beatrice 
President Pamela read a let-
ter from Past National Presi-
dent and Past State President 
Frank De Santis. Tom Bartee, 
District Director,  presented 
a framed proclamation from 
the office of State Senator 
Bill Dodd. Lots of hugging, 
laughing and snapping of 
photos to celebrate the occa-
sion which was the culmina-
tion of hours of planning and 
labor spearheaded by Pres-
ident Pamela and her com-
mittee: Michele Castagnola, 
Evelyn Fox, Laverta Harris, 
Dolores Meyer, Marlene Parr, 
Jessica Ray, Melanie Rush-
ing---It Takes A Village and 
more.

Disclosures: I am an im-
migrant and I was always 
legal. When/if I decide to be-
come a citizen, I will register 
as a Republican.

“Certain kinds of crimi-
nality are inherent in the Ital-
ian race. In the popular mind, 
crimes of personal violence, 
robbery, blackmail and extor-
tion are peculiar to the peo-
ple of Italy.” (United States 
Immigration Commission - 
Dillingham report, 1911) “…. 
immigrants were blamed 
for taking American jobs. At 
the same time, racialist the-
ories circulated in the press, 
advancing pseudo scientif-
ic theories that alleged that 
“Mediterranean” types were 
inherently inferior to people 
of northern European her-
itage. Drawings and songs 
caricaturing the new immi-
grants as childlike, criminal, 
or subhuman became sad-
ly commonplace. One 1891 
cartoon claimed that “If im-
migration was properly re-
stricted, you would never 
be troubled with anarchism, 
socialism, the Mafia and such 
kindred evils!”…..Catholic 
churches and charities were 
vandalized and burned, and 
Italians attacked by mobs. In 
the 1890s alone, more than 
20 Italians were lynched.”(-
Passages extracted from the 
website of the Library of 
Congress on Italian immigra-
tion)

Foreigner. Migrant. I have 
been living in United States 
for 20 years, an Italian among 
Chinese, Latinos, Arabic, In-
dians, among people who 
live, work, volunteer, pay 
taxes here but often have to 

face the same discrimination 
suffered by our great-grand-
parents. Many “Americans”, 
even many among the ones 
that go by Cattaneo, Franchi-
ni, or Accursio forgot that 
their nonni had a thick ac-
cent that never went away; 
that they had to leave friends 
and family behind; that they 
had to face many challenges, 
to rebuild a life from ground 
zero, to reestablish connec-
tions and friendships, to 
learn, adapt, adjust. Migra-
tion offers great opportuni-
ties, but at a cost. And citi-
zens of America, a country 
made by migrants, should be 
more aware of it. Migrants 
are still coming, some “ille-
gally”, many with fake ID… 
the lands to flee from were 
once Tuscany, Sicily or Li-
guria, or even Ireland, Ger-
many, England. Now Iraq, 
China, Pakistan, Mexico, In-
dia. We have a population di-
verse in traditions, language, 
religion, culture, but it is not 
up to us to decide which are 
the colors, the gods, the idi-
oms that are right and which 
are the ones that are not. 
Many Italians that came to 
the United States were good 
persons that worked hard, 
massacring their bones and 
spirit for a better life…but 
there were the Al Capones 
too, let’s not forget that. It’s 
just like nowadays. Our past 
history should teach us to be 
more hospitable, to be more 
acceptable towards people 
who prefer tamales over 
hamburgers, who practice 
Islamism over Catholicism, 
who wear a turban instead of 
a baseball cap.

Modesto Lodge #2021
Modesto, CA

by Antonella Turchetti 
(personal opinion that doesn’t reflect the lodge’s view)
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Attention all Filial Lodges
	

It’s that time again! We are 
looking for participants for the up-
coming Royal Pageant for the 2018 
Grand Lodge Convention in Ontar-
io. The contest officially began on 
October 1, and so far we know there 
are eight participants. One of these 
entries may be a young man. We are 
encouraging not only our young la-
dies, but also our young men to get 
involved. Remember this is one of 
the few opportunities that we have 

to highlight our youth. So we are hoping that more of our 
lodges will join in and find someone to represent their 
lodge. It is important to let the Grand Lodge and myself 
know if you have a candidate.

Again, the contest has officially started. Tickets can be 
ordered from the Grand Lodge. The more tickets you sell, 
the higher percentage your lodge will receive back. All 
participants must have a minimum of $2,000 to qualify. 
Any tickets sold beyond that will determine their place-
ment of the top five in the Royal Pageant. All monies must 
be mailed to the Grand Lodge in the registered mail en-
velope provided by the Grand Lodge. The envelope must 
be postmarked by Monday, April 23, 2018. Placement of 
the Royal Pageant will be announced on Saturday, May 
6, 2018 after 2:00 pm. More information will be sent from 
the Grand Lodge detailing all the rules at a later date.

Please let the Grand Lodge and myself know as soon 
as possible the name of your queen/king and the lodge 
they represent. Send a wallet size photo of the contestant 
to the Grand Lodge as soon as possible to be used in the 
newspaper and the pageant program.

It is a fun event and we hope that you encourage your 
youth members to get involved. We can’t wait to see how 
many participants we have this year. Good luck to each 
of the lodges. Looking forward to a successful pageant.

Sincerely yours,
Eva Lavezzari
Royal Contest Chairperson

Contestants for the Royal Contest so far.

Annamarie Tesoriere
Hanford Lodge #1543

Joseph Perez
Saddleback Valley

Lodge #2566

Gianna Benedetti 
Roma Lodge #1573

Sarah Grace Taylor
Puliese Lodge #1375

Marissa Lavezzari
Centinela Valley Lodge #1999

Meagan Guthrie
Anaheim Lodge #2076

Hanford Sons of Italy children enjoyed meeting Santa and having a 
"pizza party" at their December meeting.  

Hanford Lodge #1543
Hanford, CA

by Jackie Giacomazzi
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PUZZLE ANSWERS

In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING  
LETTER TO YOUR FAMILY: 

 
I’m sorry to have left you without  
making any final arrangements. 

   
The reason I didn’t do this  

when I had the chance was…  
___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

The Italian Cemetery 
Stewards of Your Family’s Heritage Since 1899

ww.ItalianCemetery.com
650-755-1511

Colombo-
Stella Lodge #1149

Fresno, CA
Olivia DeLiddo Gallegos, President

Happy New Year! Wow 2018! SO thankful 2017 is over, 
it has been a very difficult year for so many of us. Here is to 
new and better year!

We hosted the December Quarterly meeting for the Unit-
ed Lodges and had a pretty good turn out. Past State Presi-
dent Ralph Agnello was in attendance, as were State Trust-
ees Louis Silacchi and Pauline Richmond and Birth Defects 
Chairperson, Hazelann Christin.

Christmas has not yet happened as I write this. We are 
having our annual Christmas Dinner at the Spaghetti Fac-
tory on Dec. 22nd. Hopefully we will have a good turnout. 
Our youth members who put in for the Isnardi Grant will be 
finding out if they will be awarded it or not. We had 3 youth 
members apply for it.

January will be back to business as usual.
I hope everyone remembers the reason for the season, 

the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ. I wish you all many bless-
ings in the coming year, good health, and much happiness. 
Until next

time, Ciao!
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Diablo Valley Lodge #1267
Pleasant Hill, CA

by Larry Risner, Vice President

2017 Holiday Party

The Diablo Valley Lodge held our annual Holiday Din-
ner/meeting at the Back 40 restaurant in Pleasant Hill, Cal-
ifornia on December 21th. The attendance included Diablo 
Lodge members, some family members and guest Louise 
Silacci (State Trustee). The dinner was family style and en-
joyed by all. We are beginning to plan 2018 events which 
may include a crab feed, our annual June BBQ and a winter 
polenta dinner/dance. These events provide opportunities 
for members and guests to visit and have a good time with 
great meals. Many thanks the board members that work at 
planning these events and especially our President (Linda 
Parent-Tasca).

2017 marks the 39th year 
that the Columbia Lodge 
Choir has entertained the 
folks who were not able to 
perform all the life activi-
ties that they once could. 
For those who are not fa-
miliar with us, we started 
in 1978 with our first “gig” 
at Chope Hospital in San 
Mateo. Since then, we’ve 
entertained at venues too 
numerous to mention all 
over the Bay Area. We went 
with anywhere from 8 - 26 
members; however, no mat-
ter how many members 
were involved in this yearly 
performance, the residents 
were always excited to see 
us. The Choir rehearses in 
either late October or ear-
ly November and we nor-
mally select a Saturday in 
December and 3 facilities 
for our performance. This 
year, we were honored to 
be invited back to Sunrise 
Assisted Living in both San 
Mateo and Belmont and 
Brookside Skilled Nurs-
ing in San Mateo. We were 
also fortunate to be asked 
to perform at a 4th facility 
- a residential assisted liv-
ing facility in San Mateo, 
where one of our long-time 
singers was housed. We 
were not able to perform at 
Atria Burlingame, a facility 
in which we’ve performed 
there for the last few years. 
So, we made arrangements 
to perform at the facility on 
December 14th. That makes 
the 5th performance venue 
for us, and we were thrilled, 
as Norma Marcucci, Ma-
rio’s wife, is domiciled at 
the facility. A huge “tanti 
grazie” to the choir mem-
bers who made this year’s 
performance very special 
and who sounded great: 
John Nardi (Columbia 
Lodge president), Angelo 
and Angie Fanucchi, Diana 
Garibaldi, Renzo Sandrini, 
Lubiana Cernobori, Julie 
Bagneschi, Kay Arnaudo, 
JoEllen Ellis, Eric Riberio, 
Steve and Sandy Ghilarduc-
ci (my nephew and niece), 
Tom and Kjerstin Deane 
and Lynn Tracey. Several 
members were missing this 
year due to medical issues 
(including Kathi Pick, Ran-
dy Leonardini), but I expect 
them to be back next year.

On behalf of the Colum-
ba Lodge Choir, I wish you 
a very Happy, Healthy and 
Prosperous New Year.

Joe Simoni

Colombia Lodge #1940
San Mateo, CA

by Joe Simoni, Choir Director

Columbia Lodge Choir

Brookside

Sunrise San Mateo

Sunrise Belmont
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I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 
Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.

I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 
My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 

My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of 
Dante, and the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of 
Illinois, colonizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of
man was written into the Bill of Rights.

I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.
I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,
Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.

I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.
I am Alessandro Malaspina.

I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.
I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,
I am John Basilone of New Jersey.

I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 
and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,
the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.
I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has 
dedicated me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of 

it.
I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.

I'm an Italian American
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LODGE DIRECTORY
AMERICA

LODGE No. 1609
Anniv. Nov. 20, 1931

LA HABRA
PRES. LINDA ENNEMAN

641 S. Gilbert St.
Anaheim, CA 92804

Phone: (714) 309-6112
Email:  llee1975@aol.com 

Rec. Secty: Yolanda Campanelli
18224 Midbury St.

Brea, CA 92821
Phone: (562) 691-5487

Email: yolandacb2@msn.com
Meets 3rd Sun. 1:30 p.m.
101 West La Habra Blvd.

La Habra, CA 90631

ANAHEIM
LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. EVA LAVEZZARI

6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone (714) 501-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808

Phone: (714) 469-1020
Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net

Meets 4th Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Anaheim Lodge Hall

250 E. Center St
Anaheim, CA 92805

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA  94590
Phone:  (707) 552-7474
Email: porterbini@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Melanie Rushing
216 Jepson Way

Vacaville, CA 95688
Phone:  (707) 449-1196

Email: gmzjrushing@
sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: ospires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. EDNA ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969

Email: esposnca@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Walaine Hankins

4620 Discovery Point
Discovery Bay, CA  94505

Phone:  (925) 437-4721
Email: whankins@sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center

415 W. 2nd Street
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES.  ANNETTE PORTER
19310 Ronald Ave.

Torrance, CA  90503
Phone: (310) 371-1041

Email:  ampdynomom@aol.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Tues. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES. ANN ALBERTONI
817 Elm Drive

Petaluma, CA 94952
Phone: (707) 763.4213

Email: a_albertoni@com-
cast.net

Rec.Secy. Anna Biggio
125 Rogue Moraes

Mill Valley, CA 94941
Phone: (415) 388.1998

Email: sonoioann@gmail.
com

Meets 2nd Thurs. 6:30 pm
Petaluma Community 

Center
(Lucchesi Park)

320 N. McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. JOHN NARDI
861 Edgewood Rd

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 363-0120

email: janardi@gmail.com
Rec. Secty Angie Fanucchi

3721 Wilshire Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 228-6013

Email: angsm42@gmail.com
Meets 4th  Tues. 7:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall 
1159 Bush St. 

San Carlos, CA 94070

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO GALLEGOS
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 251-5992
Rec Secty Steven Barra

850 W. Jensen
Fresno, CA 93706

Phone (559) 974-2345
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall
3509 North First St.
Fresno, CA 93721

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. ANGELA SILVA

1301 Williams Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Phone:  (650) 291-3595
Email: angelamsilva_2008@yahoo.com

Rec. Secty. Carla Silva
1301 Williams Ave.

San Bruno, CA 94066
Phone:  (415) 308-8254

No information on meeting 
place

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty. Dawn Romero 

12410 Westridge Dr.
Reno, NV 89509

Phone: (775) 350-2442
Email: Dromero@washoeschools.

net
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral
310 W 2nd St.

Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LINDA PARENT TASCA
4014 Lynwood Ct.

Concord, CA 94519
Phone:  (925) 825-2560

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Dr.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. GINA IACOVINO
1617 Talisman St.

Hesperia CA
Phone: (760) 964-4155

Email:reginiaaiacovino@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Minnie Lopez-Baffo
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (626) 422-0551

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Brookdale at Apple Valley
11825 Apple Valley Rd. 
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOE LAPORTA
1536 Enclave Way

Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.rr.com
Rec. Secty. Angela 
Cosenza-Glatfelter

1362 Esperanza Trail
Palm Springs, CA 92262

Phone: 909-702-1616
Email: angie.Glatfelter@gmail.

com
Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. LARRY ROMANAZZI
1150 N.Rossmoor Ct.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: (559) 733-1461

Email: larry@msrcpa.com
Rec. Secty. Maureen Bianco

1801 Manor Drive
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone: (559) 732-0700
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. EDDIE FORNARI MORGAN
1812 McFarlan St.
Eureka, CA  95501

Phone: (707) 267-4688
EMAIL: eddie.alexander.

morgan@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. 

Phone: 
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

7th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. JAMES HILL
3196 Hawthorn St.

San Diego, Ca 92104
Phone:  (619) 280-5554
Rec. Secty. Sid Tamburine

1925 Circle Park Lane.
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone:  (858) 537-9878
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 P.M.

GIUSEPPE MAZZINI
LODGE No. 2011

Anniv. Dec. 10, 1950
FREMONT

PRES: GINA LOVECCHIO
32518 Lake Chabot St.

Fremont, CA 94555
Phone (510) 943-7403

Email: gelyfish18@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Cathy Caserta

691 Mohican Dr.
San Jose, CA 94549

Phone:  (408) 225-6373
Email: catrica@sbcglobal.net

Meets 1st Fri. 6:30 p.m.
Newark Pavilion

6430 Thornton Ave.
Newark, CA 94560

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. ROY STRALLA
15510 Quicksilver Drive

Reno, NV 89511
Phone:  (775) 742-4400
Rec. Secty. Monica Domini

4790 Caughlin Parkway #502
Reno, NV 89519

Phone:  (775) 843-3733
Email: monicadomini@gmail.

com
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. ANTHONY SCOTCH
3225 Stonehurst Dr.

El Dorado Hills,CA 95762
Phone: (916) 425-3330

Email:agscotch@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Bev Stcotch
3225 Stonehurst Dr.

El Dorado Hills,CA 95762
Phone: (916) 425-1494

Email: bevscotch@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave.
La Puente, CA 91744  
Phone: (626) 917-5962 
Email: bverdo@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
11717 Grovedale Dr.
Whittier, CA 90604

Phone: (562) 693-3140
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 6 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. CHARLES 
SANT’AGATAI

1945 N. Glen Alva Lane
Clovis, CA. 93619

Phone: (559) 23-9523
e-mail: cjsa@att.net

Rec. Secty. Janis Hansen
2195 Stratford Way
Hanford, CA 93631

Phone: (559) 582-4731
e-mail: jahansen@sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 822-8740
Email: pffin@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci
522 E. Lugonia, Apt A
Redlands, CA 92374

Phone: (909) 855-5437
Email: michaelynn66@live.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL DENARO
150 Lancer Ave. 

Oceanside, CA 92058
Phone:  (760) 433-1183
Email: saljd55@cox.com 

Rec. Secty. Jeffrey Steckman
4230 La Portalada Dr.
Carlsbad, CA 92010

Phone: (760) 458-9404
Email: jsteckman1aol.com

Meets 1st Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Encinitas Elks Lodge
1393 Windsor Road
Cardiff, CA 92007 

LAKE COUNTY
LODGE No 2537

Anniv. Apr. 19, 1983
NICE

PRES. KAREN WILSON
375 E. HWY 20 #15

Upper Lake, CA  95485
Phone (707) 275-9276

Email: wauntiek@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty Barbara Castaldo

17120 Knollview Dr.
Hidden Valley Lake, CA 95467

Phone: (707) 987-4695
Meets 3rd Mon. 5:30 p.m.

At various locations

LAS VEGAS
LODGE No. 2158

Anniv. Jan. 10, 1965
LAS VEGAS

PRES. ANTHONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89146
Phone: (702) 896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Rec. Secty. Rita Ware

209 Pancho Via Dr.
Henderson, NV 89012

Phone: (702) 361-5831
Meets 3rd Mon. 
Blue Ox Tavern

5825 W. Sahara Ave
Las Vegas, NV 89104

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. DONNA FERREIRA
2028 Hickory Ct.

Modesto, CA  95356
Phone:  (209) 602-2056
Email: donnaferreira@att.net

Rec. Secty: Rose Montoya
3008 Lancaster Way
Modesto, CA 95355

Phone: (209) 872-4844
Email: rosenpaul@sbcglobal.net

Meets 2nd Fri. 6:00 p.m.
Eagles Hall

126 Camellia Way  
Modesto, CA 

MONTEREY
LODGE No. 2003

Anniv. Feb. 5, 1950
MONTEREY

PRES. THOMAS MANCINI
8 Valencia Ct.

Seaside, CA 93955
Phone:  (831) 394-6480

Email: tmancini@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Merrilyn Mancini

8 Valencia Ct.
Seaside, CA 93955

Phone: (831) 394-6480
Email: tmancini@sbcglobal.net
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:00 p.m.

2540 N. Fremont St.
Monterey, CA 93942

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 255-5242

Email: am.graeber@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. 

Meets 4th Mon. 7:00 p.m.
Senior Activity Center
1500 Jefferson Street

Napa, CA 94559
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LODGE DIRECTORY
WEST END

LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. DAVID CERBONI

12730 8th St.
Yucaipa, CA 92399

Phone: (949) 220-4466
Email: oneitaliansonDMC@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty Robin Sindicich

1751 Partridge Ave.
Upland, CA 91784

Phone (909) 949-1387
Email: robinsin@earthlink.net

 Meets 2nd Wed. 6:30 p.m.
7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,

Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

WILLIAM PACA
LODGE No. 1960

Anniv. May 25, 1947
MOUNTAIN VIEW

PRES. ROSALIA MARGARIT
3062 El Sobrante

Santa Clara, CA 95051
Phone: (408) 243-8680

Rec. Secty. Peggy Ludwico
1111Morse Ave. #171
Sunnyvale, CA 94089

Phone: (408) 745-1775
Email: peggy9374@aol.com
Meets 2nd Wed. 5:00 p.m.

SFV Hall
361 Villa Street

Mountain View, CA 94040

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES: DON CRADDUCK
1735 Enterprize Dr. #110

Fairfield, CA 94533
Phone (707) 372-5151

Email: atoothmkr@comcast.
net

Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 2:00 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PARADISO
LODGE No. 2743

Anniv. July 10, 1999
PARADISE

PRES. WANDA TESSARO
14170 Wingate Circle
Magalia, CA 95954

Phone: (530) 762-0053
Email: jwtessaro@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Steve Neeley

1173 Waltons Mountain Rd.
Paradise, CA 95969

Phone: (530) 872-9325
Email: neeleymas2@

yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 6 p.m.

Paradise Ridge Senior Center
877 Nunneley Rd.

Paradise, CA 95969

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91096

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES: MARY JANE CAMBRIA
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Phone: (714) 749-7777

Email: maryjane@mjcambria.com
Recording Secty: Linda Ferraro Doi

523 N. Lowe Dr.
Placentia, CA 92870

Phone (714) 345-4780
Email:lindaferraro@sbcglobal.net

Meets 3rd Wed. 7 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church

Geneva Room
146 N. Grand Street
Orange, CA 92866

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

1565 Burl Ave
Clovis, CA 93611

Phone: (559) 299-1941
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. DAVID DEPAOLI
22714 Avenue 184

Strathmore, CA 93267
Phone: (559) 804-5443

Email: ddepaoli@ocsnet.net
Rec. Secty. Giovanna De Paoli

22714 Avenue 184
Strathmore, CA 93267
Phone: (559) 361-0640

Email: gdepaoli@ocsnet.net
Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.

World Ag Center Social Hall
4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Marcia Ceciliot
31 Clancy CT

Phone: (916) 316-0123
Email: SonsofItalyRoseville@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Raley’s

1915 Douglas Blvd.
Roseville, CA 95678

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. DAN MARINELLI
340 Cabot Court

Granite Bay, CA 95746
Phone: (916) 698-2928
Email: dan.r.marinelli@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Abbie Baroni

2249 Tulip Way
Sacramento, CA 95821
Phone:  (916) 925-8758
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: (909) 557-4585
E-mail: hanklowinger@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday  6:00 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SALINAS
LODGE No. 2082

Anniv. Mar. 8, 1959
SALINAS

PRES. PAMELA DE ROSE
541 Belmont Dr.

Salinas, CA 93901
Phone (831) 757-6843

Rec. Secty. Lillian Filice
29 Alameda Place
Salinas, CA 93901

Phone:  (831) 758-0449
Mets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.

Madonna Del Sasso Parish
320 E. Laurel Dr.

Salinas, CA 93906

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, Ca 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480
Rec. Secty. Sue Tunstall

115 Brooktrail Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 570-7779

Email: sinamon219@att.net
Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.

 Brookwood Mobile Estates
7000 Montecito Blvd.

(Mobile Park)
 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. CAROLE 
DELLARAGIONE

3560 Magnums Way
Redding, CA  96003

Phone:  (530) 241-4342
Email: mscturner@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Rita Mandina

6318 Paso Drive
Redding, CA 96001

Phone:  (530) 223-5024
Email: happyfeet55@

sbcglobal.net
Meets 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Michael Norris

1400 Deer Park Rd.
Angwin, CA 94508

Phone:  (214) 770-5969
Email: amnorris09@yahoo.com

Meets 1st Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Native Sons Hall

1313 Spring Street
St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES: GARY DOGALI
P. O. Box 53

Redwood Valley, CA 95470
Phone (707) 485-8233

Email: sdogali@outlook.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Lynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: ml_laviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727@comcast.net

Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll
P.O. Box 198

Sonoma, CA 95476
Phone: (707) 938-1295

Email: karenecar@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. MICHAEL SMITH
1020 Lori Drive

Chico, CA 95972
Phone:  (530) 682-5641

Email: vettemikie@sbcglobal.
net

Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo
16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 519-2974
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 4:45 p.m.
2775 Nord Avenue
Chico, CA 95973

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. GLEN RUSHING

216 Jepson Way
Vacaville, CA 95688

amzjrushing@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 486-2948
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 8:00 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

479 McDonald Rd.
Aptos, CA 95003

Phone: (831) 210-9577
Email: kcpres@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. 

Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti
P. O. Box 130

Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: (530) 938-2881

Email: sole@cot.net
Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Memorial Hall
155 Clay Street

Weed, CA 96094

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!


