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I want to let you know that 
I have submitted my “Letter 
of Intent” to run for the posi-
tion of your President of the 
Grand Lodge of California.  I 
know that this term will not 
be easy coming back from the 
Pandemic, but I know that 
I am up to the challenge.  I 
know that our Officers and 
Members are with us because 
of their Love of the Order.  I 
am calling upon you all to 
share with family, friends, 
and neighbors, why you love 
the Order and bring them 
into our Fraternal Family.  If 
you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact me 
and I will be happy to discuss 
them.

I receive a periodical each 
week, the “Italian Tribune”.  I 
know there are many of you 
who also subscribe to it.  As I 
was reading my January 21st 
issue, I came across a short ar-
ticle about the Colosseum in 
Rome.  Ken and I got to visit 
the Colosseum last March be-
fore the pandemic closed Ita-
ly.  While I was standing on 
the sides looking down at the 
area that held the animals, 
gladiators, and later, the 
Christians to be sacrificed, I 
had to imagine what it would 
be like to stand on the floor 
of the Colosseum and look 
up at the crowds.   The article 
told of a new project by the 
Italian authorities to put a re-
tractable floor so visitors can 
experience what it was like 
for the Gladiators to stand in 
the middle of the iconic arena 
almost 2,000 years ago.  I am 
looking forward to returning 
and getting the opportunity 
to try that floor.

Your Grand Council will 
be meeting in March via 
Zoom.  I hope you Lodge 
Presidents will reach out for 
the information and join us.  
We are your elected represen-

Thank you to the Lodges 
that can pay partial or full 
dues for their members for 
the 2021 year.  A wonderful 
way to show their apprecia-
tion.

 Volumes have been writ-
ten about love.  We all know 
the famous passages and ad-
ages from “Love conquers 
all” to “all you need, is love” 
and many more.

 Together, we reach out in 
countless ways.  I want to 
encourage OSDIA members 
to grow and thrive despite 
this unfortunate pandemic.  
We can do this if we keep our 
current members and invite 
others to share our mission.  
Be open to change and entice 
younger members.

 Love is the center of ev-
erything we do. Love in the 
difficulties, love in joy.  It is 
easy to get wrapped up in 
life’s frustrations and become 
discouraged.  Your every act 
should be done with love in 
building OSDIA member-
ship.  

 As we continue in this time 
of Coronavirus; homeschool-
ing, masking up, turning 
down social engagements, 
and becoming weary with 
state of society and politics, 
I encourage you to do every 
act with love. Make it conta-
gious.  Please remember, the 
way we treat people is just 
as important as how we lead 
them.

 “Kind words can be short 
and easy to speak, but their 
echoes are truly endless” – 
Mother Teresa –

 I was invited and had the 
pleasure to join the Renais-
sance Lodges February 17th 
Zoom meeting for their Gen-
eral membership meeting.   
Lodge business was taken 
care of and it was much ap-
preciated and fun time to 

Hello brothers and sisters, 
I continue to pray for those 
affected by the COVID ep-
idemic. I pray for all who 
have experienced loss and 
that everyone stays safe and 
that we will get back to our 
normal activities soon. 

I wish we could celebrate 
our traditional St. Joseph’s 
feast this year. My mother 
who was born in Sicily, al-
ways baked for our local St 
Joseph’s table. As you know, 
St Josephs’ day, March 19 is a 
special day in Italy. Giuseppe 
is one of the most popular 
names in southern Italy, and 
Mary’s husband is celebrat-
ed on this date, as Festa del 
Papa, or Father’s Day. Gi-
useppe, which translates to 
Joseph in English, is the saint 
of children, unwed mothers, 
and the needy. 

The celebration originated 
in the Middle Ages during a 
horrible drought. People of 
Sicily prayed to San Giuseppe 
to help them with rain, and 
the rains came. The fava 
bean was the most plentiful 
crop and is now a symbol of 
good luck and generosity. To 
show their appreciation for 
San Giuseppe’s help, Sicil-
ians set out tables filled with 
food and invited anyone who 
wanted to, to enjoy the feast. 
The day is now known as 
one of helping those in need 
and offering food to the poor. 
Zeppole is one of the most 
traditional pastries prepared 
on this special day. 

Both the Catholic and Lu-
theran churches celebrate 
the day. Celebrations include 
fava beans, wearing red 
clothing and erecting altars, 
filled with bread, and usu-
ally a grand parade where 
they carry the statue of Saint 
Joseph through the town. In 
Hackensack, NJ where I was 

We are now one fourth of 
the way thru the New Year.  
Things are looking better. 
We have to stay positive! 
Last year at this time I was 
planning on going to Disn-
eyland prior to our Grand 
Council meeting in Torrance, 
but things changed on March 
16th, the state of California 
pretty much shut down? 
Who would have thought 
we would still be making our 
way towards the right direc-
tion a year later.

On February 13th I was 
on a “Zoom” meeting with 
National OSDIA. We were 
supposed to be meeting in 
South Carolina, but instead 
everyone was in thier home. 
Our National President Nan-
cy has done an excellent job 
in leading our Order during 
this year. Please read the ar-
ticle in this month’s IL Leone 
from our National Trustee 
Lynn Lawrence Murphy for 
a recap of the meeting.

Our March Grand Coun-
cil meeting on March 20th 
will be by Zoom. Every lodge 
president should have or will 

be receiving information 
soon for this meeting. We will 
have lots to discuss, but we 
hope to keep it moving very 
quickly.

Our State Convention was 
scheduled to be in Anaheim 
this year, but this will have 
to be done by Zoom also. 
We are still working out ev-
erything for this, there will 
be discussion during Grand 
Council and info will be sent 
to the Filial Lodges as things 
develop. This is an election 
year, so anyone that plans 
on running for a State Office 
please sends a letter of intent 
to our recording secretary as 
soon as possible

We are still in the process 
of hiring a Office Manager 
for the office. Please contin-
ue your patience with us, 
we will continue to monitor 
phones and emails. We need 
to thank our Recording Secre-
tary Lori Rossi for doing dou-
ble duty.  She has been fight-
ing traffic driving to office a 
least once a week to pick up 
mail and write checks. Thank 
you Lori.

Those Lodges using zoom 
for your meeting please send 
me an invite to attend, I will 
try to log in when I can. As 
always feel free to contact me 
either by email or phone. 

Your First lady Donna Lee 
and myself wish you all a 
Happy Easter. I hope you are 
able to spend this day with 
your family safely!!

Hang in there everyone. 
Soon we will be able to meet 
in person and hug each other 
as we had in the past.

 Stay safe and healthy!!   
Yours Fraternally 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS
FROM CALIFORNIA

GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA
5051 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94112 • Phone (415) 586-1316

CALIFORNIA NATIONAL 
DELEGATES

JOHN COSTA
LYNN

LAWRENCE-MURPHY
MARIA PIGNATI

ARLENE NUNZIATI
HON. AL GIROLAMI
WILLIAM MURPHY

SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE
PAULINE RICHMOND

BARBARA WISNIEWSKI

ALTERNATES
DONNA LEE COSTA 

JOY BRUNO

STATE ARBITERS
MARK ROSSI

PAM RICCI
JOSEPH SIMONE

ANNETTE PORTER
ANDY PAMPURO

Birth Defects Libraries
MARY LUCIDO

165 Copperknoll Way
Oakley, CA 94561
Ph: 925-783-6329

marylucido.1@gmail.com

Garibaldi Meucci Museum
JOY BRUNO

1778 Nephi Drive
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone #: 707-422-3391
Cell #: 707-332-5623

Email: joy.b@comcast.net

ROY T. VANONI
(2003-2005)

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone & Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 916-540-6073.

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

State President
JOHN COSTA

1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-483-9604
Email: jc19632002@yahoo.

com
State First Vice President

BARBARA FUMOSA 
WISNIEWSKI

20987 Gunnison Ct.
Reno, NV 89508

Cell #: 201-874-5946
Email:  BarbReno1949@

aol.com

State Second Vice President
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone #: 559-592-5466
Cell #: 559-731-4035

Email: rteelee@aol.com

State Third Vice President
SADIE TAMBURINE

1925 Circle Park Lane
Encinites, CA 92024
Phone:760-274-6270

Email: sadieagos@gmail.
com

Immediate Past State Pres.
CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY  
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-943-0521 
Cell #: 707-694-8621
Fax #: 707-968-9709

Email:  clawrencemurphy@
gmail.com

State Orator
MARK VAONA
2802 Knode St.

Torrance, CA 90501
Cell #: 310-347-5648 

Email: Mvaona@gmail.
com

State Recording Secretary
LORI ROSSI

4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Cell #: 209-404-1883
Email: loriatthegrandlodge@

gmail.com

GRAND LODGE QUEEN
BRIANNA SIMON
1416 S GRAND ST
VISALIA, CA 93292

(559)-280-2357

State Financial Secretary
DAVID LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email:taxcpa4you@aol.com 

 State Treasurer
AL TRENTINI

25572 Saltwater Dr.
Dana Point, CA 92629-1508
Phone #: 949-240-8578

Cell #: 949-436-0242
Email: nicolomac@cox.net

State Trustee North
RAY BINI

128 Nalisty Dr.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Cell #: 707-688-3751
Email: Raymond.bini@

gmail.com
State Trustee North

BILL MURPHY
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone #: 707-963-0521
Email: petalumabill@

gmail.com
Cell:  707-299-0922
State Trustee Central

PAMELA BULDO
5820 W. Harter Ct. 
Visalia CA 93277
(559) 799-8697

pjbuldo@aol.com

State Trustee Central
MARYJANE CAMBRIA

2539 Back Bay Loop
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Cell #: 714-749-7777 

Phone #: 949-209-1921
Email: maryjane@mjcambria.

com
State Trustee South
MANNY FINAZZO

9093 Tangelo
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone #: 909-823-5161
Email:  EFinazzo@road-

runner.com.
State Trustee South
HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Cell #: 909-557-4585

Email: hanklowinger@
yahoo.com

Budget and Finance
    KAREN PEDRONCELLI

820 N Silvervale Dr.
Visalia, CA 93277
Ph: (559)786-2380

karen@pinecpas.com

Scholarship
Students to Italy Program

ROSEMARIE
VANDERHAAR

801 W. Duarte Rd. #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone #: 626-254-0449
Cell #: 626- 222-7768

Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Italian Language & Culture
MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI

268 Delmar Way
San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: 605-574-5786
Cell #: 414-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9329

Email: Abondnza@aol.com
Youth

BRIAN WATSON
4308 North Dewitt
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone #: 559-285-6934
Email:Pumbaa673@

yahoo.com
Social Justice

TONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone #: 702-896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Ritual and Protocol

DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave.
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-312-0795
Email:  2begrumpy@

gmail.com
Queen Contest

   EVA LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com

Media
ANDY PAMPURO

718 D Avenida Majorca
Laguna Woods, CA 92637

Phone #: 949-855-4279
Fax #: 949-206-0299
Cell #: 949-637-5477

Email: apampuro@comline.com

CONVENTION AND GRAND 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

COORNINATORS
LYNN LAWRENCE-MURPHY

LORI ROSSI
PAST

STATE PRESIDENTS

RALPH AGNELLO
(1993-1995)

226 N Carl Dr.
Visalia, CA 93291

Phone #: 559-627-3956
Email: alexgooddog1@gmail.com

Leadership
MARK ROSSI

4540 Saint Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534
Ph: (209) 404-0692

mercatoman1@gmail.com

Membership
NORTH

Louie Lodi
Phone #: 916-996-5634

Email: Louis.ciao4now@
gmail.com

CENTRAL
Steve Barra

Phone #: 559-974-2345

SOUTH
Bill Viverto

Phone #: (626) 261-2879
Email: bvrdo@aol.com

VERA GIROLAMI
Past National President
CAROLYN LAWRENCE-

MURPHY
National Trustee

MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
SOI Foundation Trustee
ARLENE M NUNZIATI
Alzheimer’s Committee 

Chair

Webmaster
ANNA M. GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558 
Phone #: 707-255-5242

Cell #: 707-287-5225
Email: osia.ca.webmaster@

gmail.com
Royal Court Of 

The Golden Lion

National/Medical Charities
MIKE CARROLL

P O Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone #: 707-938-1295
Email: mcarroll@pon.net

Hall Rental Manager
BARBARA MUSELLI

5051Mission St.
San Francico, CA 94112
Phone #: 415-742-9366

A monthly publication, except August, for the Grand Lodge of California, 
Order Sons of Italy in America, a fraternal, non-proffit organization.

5051 Mission St., San Francisco, Calif. 94112
Phone: (415) 586-1316 - Grand Lodge FAX (415) 586-4786

Deadline Date for all material - the 20th of the preceding month
Advertising Rates on request.

Andrew Pampuro, Editor
718 Avenida Majorca #D, Laguna Woods, CA 92637

Phone (949) 855-4279 • FAX (949) 206-0299
Subscription $20.00 per year. Publication paid by the members

Periodicals Postage Paid At San Francisco, CA 94119 and
At Additional Mailing Offices

POSTMASTER: Send Address Changes To: Il Leone
5051 Mission St., San Francisco, CA 94112
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Grand Lodge of 
California Website 
OSIACA.org

CHAIRPERSONS OF
COMMITTEES

WESTERN FOUNDATION

Western Foundation     
ROY T. VANONI                             

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone/Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

 

Social Media
DONNA FERREIRA

2028 Hickory Ct.
Modesto, CA 95356

Phone #: 209-602-2056
donnaferreira@att.net

ATTENTION PLEASE
Please send all articles and photos to me. If you send 
them to Andy he has to then send them to me which can 
cause the paper to be delayed.
Debbie Ure
22710 NE 88th St.
Vancouver, WA 98682  

I appreciate all your help.

CAV. MARIA FASSIO 
PIGNATI

(2009-2013)
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone #: 650-574-5786

Cell #: 415-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9349

Email: abondnza@aol.com
 

JOHN TEDESCO
(1999-2001)

18 Carvel Place
Sacramento, CA 95835-2012

Phone #: 916-419-6606
Fax #: 916-419-6626

Work #: 916-419-6646
Cell #: 916-207-1603

Email: tedescojt@aol.com

VERA FERRARA GIROLAMI
(2005-2007)

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-604-3149

Email: algvera@sbcglobal.net

Judiciary
HON. AL GIROLAMI

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-531-6553

Email: alveragiro@yahoo.com
Grand Lodge Building 
Grand Lodge Office

415-586-1316

Grand Lodge Queen Emeritus
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

13725 S. Tamarak Dr.
Plainfield, Il 60544

Phone #: 559-625-3115
Cell #: 559-786-8124

Email: gristd124@comcast.net

EMERITUS ROLL
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tatives and with Zoom you 
can watch the workings of 
your Order from the comfort 
of your homes.  Consider sit-
ting in on the meeting of the 
Grand Council and the West-
ern Foundation.

Michael Coletti Smith, 
Chairperson of the Golf 
Outing in the North for the 
Western Foundation, has an-
nounced the date for 2021 is 
October 11.  Mark your calen-
dars!

I have been speaking with 
Andy Pampuro, Editor of our 
“Il Leone”.  With no activities 
happening within the Lodg-
es, the number of articles has 
decreased significantly.  If 
you, or your Lodge,can make 
a donation, put in an article or 
create an ongoing ad, it will 
certainly help.  If you can go 
to our website and read the 
“Il Leone” online just drop 
a note to the Grand Lodge 
and they will take you off the 
mailing list.  Any one, or all 
of those things will help.

Till next month
Fraternally
Barbara

Cesare
Battisti

Lodge #1518
Petaluma, CA

by Ernie Giono, President 
erng1624@aol.com 

Hello all of you...
Here we are still holding 

our own during this pan-
demic. I hope you are all well 
and by now, have at least had 
their first vaccine injection. 
There is a brighter light at the 
end of the tunnel and soon 
we will be meeting and eat-
ing and drinking again.

Our new location is all set 
to go. When we finally get 
the OK from the CDC that we 
can once again congregate, 
our day, time and place have 
changed.

We will meet on the Sec-
ond Sunday Afternoon at 
2PM in the Club House of 
Rancho Grande Modular 
Home Park at 5099 Snyder 
Lane, Rohnert Park, CA. It is 
north of Petaluma and Cotati, 
one mile east of highway #101 
on the Rohnert Park Express-
way. After about one mile 
east bound on the Express-
way make a left on Snyder 
then another left at the traf-
fic light into Rancho Grande 
across from the Lawrence 
Jones School. Club House is 
straight ahead of you. Park-
ing on your left (limited, so 
car pool with friends if you 
can). Club House will open at 
2PM but you can arrive a bit 
early to help us set up then 
enjoy your friends, socialize 
indoors and outdoors with 
hors’d ouvres and drinks 
(wine, beer and sodas) un-
til about 3PM. Price is still 
$15.00 per person everything 
included. We will have a 
short meeting followed by a 
traditional early Sunday Din-
ner and dessert. You can bet 
that our chef will have a tasty 
dinner for us to enjoy.You 
can be home about 6PM - no 
night time driving for any of 
you.

We are on a roll and 
would like to have some 
new members joins us. Bring 
your friends and if they like 
us, they just might join our 
Lodge. Of course, you do 
NOT have to be Italian, you 
just have to be hungry to join 
us...We promise to feed you.

Be kind to someone today 
and the kindness will come 
back to you. Stay well and I 
will see all of you soon. God 
Bless...

Ernie Giono

Summary of the Winter
National Plenary 

by Lynn Lawrence-Murphy
National Trustee, California

The following is a brief summary of the National Plenary 
Zoom Meeting conducted by National President Nancy DiFio-
re Quinn on Saturday, February 13th. The Meeting opened with 
Prayer by Father Forno, Pledge of Allegiance by President Nan-
cy, the National and Italian Anthems sung by our own Maria 
Pignati. It was great seeing the faces of so many of our brothers 
and sisters throughout the country. Even though we could not 
physically hug, everyone’s warm smiles and greetings con-
veyed the spirit of fraternity.

Reports were given by President Nancy and the 5 Vice Pres-
idents keeping us up to date as what is happening at the Na-
tional level. Kudos were extended many times by all as to the 
competency and commitment of the Office Staff.

The Membership Committee has been busily working with 
the Technology Committee reaching out to increase member-
ship. While our membership num-bers have dropped some, 
they have seen a big increase in the Members-At-Large level. 
National has extended the waiving of the $8.00 national new 
mem-ber fee until August 2021. They are in the progress of es-
tablishing a member profile which will hopefully be available 
to all members by Spring 2022. It would only be available to 
OSDIA members. It would be a great way for us to connect to 
other members across the nation, to connect with our older 
mem-bers who could offer a wealth of experiences and con-
tacts, as well as sharing with younger members their expertise 
and share the background of our Order with its rich culture. 
Membership held a Slogan Contest that ended February 25 - 
the winner will be announced in March. New Jersey has a new 
lodge (The Mother Cabrini Lodge) that recently opened com-
posed of 75 young profession-al women. It is growing stronger 
by the day.

The Technology Committee has made great strides reaching 
out to younger members through Facebook, etc. The OSDIA 
Interviews are entering Season 3. A Huge Success! They have 
had great followings which have opened doors in many direc-
tions thanks to the Stars and the people interviewed, and to the 
audience viewing them. Hope you have viewed a few of these 
videos on Facebook or You Tube. Recently they had a series on 
Alzheimer’s and Autism (with Doug Flute and his wife sharing 
their experiences with their son). They are working on several 
other projects to share “our best kept secret-OSDIA” to the en-
tire country.

Don’t forget the National Business Directory mentioned in 
the Italian Ameri-ca Magazine. All proceeds go to CSJ. This is a 
great way to advertise your business and make your expertise 
available to all members as well as those new in your ar-ea.

The National Historian is in the process of a Grand Lodge 
History Project sharing the history of many Grand Lodges and 
a few Subordinate Lodges through-out the country. She hopes 
to create a video in the near future.

A Special Supreme Convention will take place on Saturday, 
March 6th. All 2019 National Delegates have been notified, and 
further information on this Zoom Meeting will be sent to them. 
Information on voting electronically will be shared as well as 
by-law changes need to be voted on.

CSJ has been busily working on the Columbus Issues and 
trying to restore or repair statues taken down or damaged. OS-
DIA CSJ has joined the National Colum-bus Educational Orga-
nization which will be holding a National Meeting (with 1300 
people in attendance) to fight the antidiscrimination issue. In-
formation will be sent out to state and local lodges.

The NELA Gala held in May will be virtual this year hon-
oring the National Scholarship Recipients and the honored 
guests. We will be donating our 9th van to a disabled veteran. 
Fantastic!

reconnect with each other! 
Lodge president Mary Jane 
Cambria did an outstand-
ing job in running the Zoom 
meeting.  A heartfelt thanks 
again for being included in 
the meeting! 

 As always be assured of 
my fraternal love for you, 
your families, and lodges.

Fraternally yours 

born they used to pin money 
for the poor on the ribbons 
hanging from the statue. 

From a religious aspect, 
March 19, which is always 
during Lent, is a day of ab-
stinence. This explains the 
custom of Saint Joseph tables 
being covered with meatless 
dishes. 

In Sicily, it takes many 
women, who work for days 
to prepare the ornamental 
bread. Many are braided into 
shapes of a cross or crown, 
staffs, and palms, each rep-
resenting Jesus, Joseph, 
and Mary respectively. The 
breads are then placed on a 
three-tiered altar, represent-
ing the Trinity, and covered 
with beautiful linens. The al-
tar table is blessed by a priest, 
and after the celebration, chil-
dren take the altar down, and 
the food goes to the needy. 
People also place other items 
on the altars, including flow-
ers, limes, candles, wine, fava 
beans, especially prepared 
cakes, bread, and cookies (as 
well as other meatless dish-
es), and of course, zeppole. 
You may also see bread-
crumbs on many altars, rep-
resenting sawdust from Jo-
seph, the carpenter. 

God bless everyone, will 
have more trivia next month.

State Third Vice President
Cont. from page 1

Rodolfo
Valentino 

Lodge #1449   
Clovis, CA   

by Carol Watson, President; 
Lou Catallo, Historian; 

(559) 299-2205 lcatallo@aol.
com

At the time of this writ-
ing, a bit of good news: 
some of our lodge members 
are getting their COVID-19 
shots, and the rate of sea-
sonal flu cases has dramat-
ically dropped (only 165 
confirmed cases to February 
6). Of course, our state of 
California will not yet allow 
large gatherings, such as our 
lodge meetings, but at least 
we can look forward to that 
happening much sooner. 
Keep wearing your masks, 
because this action seems 
to work. Let us all say a 
prayer for this pandemic to 
go away.

Easter Greetings to One and All!

Pauline Richmond
State Second 
Vice President
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: 559-592-5466
 rteelee@aol.com

   
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: 909-557-4585

hanklowinger@yahoo.com

 

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto-President-Roma Lodge #1573

For the first time I have had a Roma Lodge member ask if he 
could pay his $75 dues and have it all go to the Roma Lodge in-
stead of the 25 cents the lodge gets.  He no longer wanted to be 
a member of the state or national organizations.  The strength 
of the Grand Lodge and National organizations comes from the 
local lodges.  It is difficult to justify a member continue their 
membership when we have not had a meeting since last Feb-
ruary-2020 and it looks as though we may not have another 
meeting until May or June-2021 and that may be difficult with 
the COVID pandemic still with us.    

When I read the IL Leone our leadership continues to dis-
cuss the importance of membership and getting new members 
into the organization.  It is documented that the primary reason 
anyone joins a particular nonprofit organization is belief in the 
organization’s mission.  If you read the OSDIA Constitution the 
preamble states, in part, the purpose of this organization shall 
be: (a) to enroll in its membership all persons of Italian birth or

Descent.  I guess as president of Roma Lodge, I should be 
going around Tulare County and asking everyone of Italian De-
scent to join the Lodge.

I hope that our leadership realizes it is difficult to attract new 
members into the organization when you do not have meet-
ings, fundraising activities, or anything else bringing members 
together to socialize fraternally.  We shall see what the future 
brings, but until we can start meeting again we will be lucky to 
keep the members we have.      

Happy Easter!

Sadie Tamburine, State Third Vice President

Wishing you  
A Happy and Holy Easter Season

Barbara Fumosa Wisniewski
State First Vice-President

And Husband Ken

Past State President

and National President

Vera Girolami and

Honarable Judge Al Girolami

Judiciary Chair

extend their

sincerest Easter

wishes.

from the
Grand Lodge
of California

Easter
Greetings

Merry Christmas  
Mark & Lori Rossi 

id11552921 pdfMachine by Broadgun Software  - a great PDF writer!  - a great PDF creator! - http://www.pdfmachine.com  http://www.broadgun.com 

Happy Easter
State Recording Secretary Lori Rossi

and husband, Mark
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Facebook.com/Order.Sons.of.Italy.Eureka
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
www.sonsofitalysandiego.org
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

 

Hi Brothers and Sisters:  I 
am so sorry to report that I 
have been lax in getting in-
formation about the Hanford 
Lodge to the Il Leone.  After 
Christmas, I thought I had 
sent a message, but the Ed-
itors of the Il Leone did not 
print it, so I guess they did 
not get it!!! So, I am now re-
porting on our “drive-thru” 
Christmas Party for our Ju-
nior Members, which is a lit-
tle late to say the least!!!  

On December 13,2020, the 
Junior Members of the Han-
ford Lodge were treated to 
Christmas stockings filled 
with lots of goodies and also 
a monetary gift from the 
Lodge.

Over 20 stockings were 
filled by older Junior Mem-
bers, Gianna and Giiulia Fer-
nandez, while  “elves” Miro 
and Gio Giacomazzi, along 
with their Nanna Jackie Gi-
acomazzi and parents, Dino 
and Julie, welcomed cars 
driven by parents and grand-
parents into their driveway 
to deliver the goodies.  Driv-
ers were offered drinks of 
their choice and some Gia-
comazzi Brothers flavored 
almonds donated by the two 
boys. (Okay, I will pay a fine 
for advertising)!!! All this 
was done in a very heavy 
downpour!!! Dino came to 
the rescue and set up a pop- 
up tent  to help us try to stay 
dry!!  It was great having sev-
eral members drive by to say 
“hi” even though they did 
not bring a child!!  It was fun, 
despite the weather!  This 
was our Covid friendly way 
of having a Christmas party!!

Hanford Lodge has not 
had a regular meeting since 

Hanford Lodge #1543 
Handord, CA

by Jackie Giacomazzi,

last February; we are waiting 
until the pandemic allows us 
to do so.  

We are saddened that we 
have lost a couple of long-
time members in 2020:  Nich-
olas (Nikki) Mary Garrone 
was born on January 4, 1923, 
and passed away on October 
22, 2020.  Nikki was a very 
community-minded person 
and left a legacy with many 
organizations in Hanford.  
She joined the Hanford Sons 
of Italy on November 19. 
1970 (making her a 50-year 
member).  Letizia (Lina) Ita-
lia Corsina Jones was born 
on September 18, 1925, in 
the Lago di Garda area in It-
aly and died on December 8, 
2020.  Lina met her husband 
during WWII, marrying him 
in Italy and emigrating to 
America,

She joined the Hanford 
Lodge on April 4, 1994 (27-
year member).  Lina was very 
generous with her time and 
talents as a member.  She and 
her husband were instrumen-
tal in establishing the Valley 
Christian Home in Hanford.   
Both Lina and Nikki were 
residents of this home at the 
time of their deaths.  We offer 
condolences to their families.  
May these wonderful mem-
bers rest in peace.

On a lighter note, we of-
fer best wishes to Domini-
co and Molly Johnston and 
son, Joseph, on the arrival of 
Dominic Sterling Johnston on 
February 5, weighing in at 8.1 
lb.  He will become a member 
as soon as we can sign him 
up!!!  Happy St. Patrick’s Day 
and Happy Easter too!!!!  Stay 
safe!!!
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Reproduced from the weekly "Mini Relax."
For a subscription "sies@siesnet.it"

Answers page 10

Earthquakes
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M. 

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

© 2019 Stephen Contrado
Cell Phone: (741) 242-0053

Earthquakes occur fre-
quently in Italy. They have 
for centuries. Many have 
been disastrous. The Italian 
peninsula is on a volcanic 
base. Two famous volcanoes 
are here, Vesuvius in south-
ern Italy and Etna in Sicily. 
Underground volcanic ac-
tivity creates great pressure 
and moves the rock layers, 
causing the land surface to 
shake violently. The shifting 
ground topples buildings not 
designed to withstand the 
turbulence and streets split 
open. Making matters worse, 
fires break out and terrible 
sounds cause panic. Some-
times many lives are lost. 
And sometimes many lives 
are miraculously spared. 

Messina and Reggio Ca-
labria, Italy, had a severe 
earthquake in 1908, which 
killed 120,000. In former 
times the news of earth-
quakes traveled slowly. Peo-

ple away from towns struck 
by earthquakes desperately 
sought word regarding their 
loved ones. Newspapers and 
telegraphs sometimes carried 
varying accounts of the lives 
lost and the damage done. 
The people of the United 
States experienced the San 
Francisco earthquake in 1906. 
There were hundreds of lives 
lost and thousands of dollars 
in property damage. Fires 
burned for three days with-
out stopping. 

Our ability to anticipate 
and cope with earthquakes 
has progressed. The modern 
seismometer is an instrument 
that can record earthquakes 
thousands of miles away. We 
are making buildings stron-
ger and safer than ever be-
fore. And we can get neces-
sary aid and relief to victims 
iThe Italian word for earth-
quake is “terremoto.”

Italian soldiers search through the rubble after the 1908  earth-
quake at Messina.

Happy Easter

Manny Finazzo
State Trustee South

Past State President and Western Foundaton CAO Roy T. Vanoni 
and wife, Yvonne

Easter Greetings

Best Wishes For A
Happy EasterTo All

Arlene Nunziati
California Natonal Delegate

from the Staff
of the Il Leone

Buona Pasqua
Happy Easter
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Buona Pasqua

I Wish Each and Everyone One
of You a Blessed and Happy Easter

With All My Love,

Mary Lucido
Past Grand Lodge Queen

C.Colombo 1315, Antioch

Hugh and Pam Ricci

Wishing everyone
a Happy Easter

Buona Pasqua

Happy Easter from 
Past State President John Tedesco

and wife, Pam Tedesco

Easter Greetings from the
Officers & Members of the

ANAHEIM LODGE #2076

Buona Pasqua

Mary Ann Aita, President

To all members of the California
Grand Lodge of the Order Sons and
Daughters of Italy in America.
I am running for President of our
Grand Lodge for the term 2021
through 2023. Please reach out to me
with any questions you may have on
my qualifications or to submit any
suggestions on moving forward.
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In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
 

PUZZLE ANSWERS

United Lodges of  Southern California
Order Sons & Daughters of  Italy in America

Hank Lowinger, President  

 Anahiem Lodge No. 2076   Desert Valley Lodge No. 2352 Renaissance Lodge No.2259                
 Mary Ann Aita Gina Iacovino Mary Jane Cambria
 Centinela Valley Lodge No. 1991 Dolly Sinatra Lodge No. 2400 Saddleback Valley Lodge No. 2566
 Annette Porter Joe LaPorta Hank Lowinger
 Joanne Coccia Lodge No. 2553 Hacienda Lodge No. 2168 West End Lodge No. 2127
 Paul Finazzo Bill Viverto  David Cerboni                            
  Pugliese Lodge No. 1375
  Michael Di Giuro

Easter Greetings To All

Past State President Maria Fassio Pignati
and husband Ugo Pignati

Buona Pasqua
Happy Easter

from
the members of
Joanne Coccia 
Lodge #2553

Paul Finazzo
President

Buona Pasqua
To all our Sisters & Brothers

from the Hacienda Lodge #2168

President Mary Jane Cambria

The officers and members of the 
Renaissance Lodge #2259

wish you and your family a very
joyous Easter Season!
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365 Fund Raiser - Winners

Feburaary 16-28
 16 $25.00 Michael DiGiur
 17 $25.00 JRob & Cat Westover
 18 $25.00 Isabel Daramy
 19 $25.00 Elizabeth Lavezzari
 20 $25.00 Phil Privitera
 21 $25.00 Brian Cradduck
 22 $200.00 Paul Finazzo
 23 $25.00 Karen Carroll
 24 $25.00 Gina Gallucci
 25 $25.00 Marlene Clark
 26 $25.00 Joyce Ford & Karen Guifoyle
 27 $25.00 Carol Esteves
 28 $25.00 Pugliese Lodge #1375

2020 “IL LEONE” Sponsors
Feburary 1-15
 1 $25.00 Frank Mossa
 2 $100.00 Denise Ruggeri
 3 $25.00 R. Potter
 4 $25.00 Roberta Oswald
 5 $25.00 Adelyn Watkins
 6 $25.00 Mary Lynn Hunt
 7 $25.00 Grant Tuttle
 8 $25.00 Don & Lynda Coursey
 9 $25.00 Roy Vanoni
 10 $25.00 John Tasello
 11 $25.00 Sandy Scott
 12 200.00 Louise Silacci 
 13 $25.00 Nicholas Garibaldi
 14 $250.00 D. Cronk
 15 $25.00 David Lavezzari
 

Alice Bakhead 
Beatrice Portinari Lodge 
Pam Bini
Ray Bini 
Donna Branch
Rick Branch
David Carboni
Karen Carroll
Michael Carroll
Columbia Lodge
John Costa
Donna Lee Costa
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge
Edith DeGiuro
Michael DeGiuro
Diablo Valley Lodge
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
Gabe Domenici
Manny Finazzo
Father Adam Forno
Gloria Garibaldi
Andy Ginocchio
Gwen Ginocchio
Grand Lodge of California
Joanne Coccia Lodge
Ron and Ashley Latteri

Please support the Il Leone and become a sponsor.

   In Memory of 
   Father John Mallow 
Ron and Ashley Latteri
   In Memory of
   Mirella Daria Brattessani
Zelda LeFrak-Belleci
Janey Malatesta Leonardich
Hank Lowinger
   In Memory of Sandra Daniels 
Richard Luzzi 
Debi Mistretta
Mick Mistretta
Giovanna Michalski
Bill Murphy
Lynn Murphy
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
Bennie Pardini
Maria Fassio Pignati
Ugo Pignati
Annette Porter
Privitera Family
     Charitable Foundation
Phil Privitera
Pugliese Lodge
Pauline Richmond 

Hugh Ricci
Pam Ricci
Al  Rossi
Lillian Rossi
Lucille Seibel
Ted Seibel
Rick Silveira
Sharon Silveira
Shasta Lodge
Hugh Ricci
Pam Ricci
Elaine Teixeira
Anthony Tesoriere
Louise Tesoriere
Jan Trigleth
Debbie Ure
Valley of the Moon Lodge
Roy T. Vanoni
Marilyn Vecchio
Watsonville Lodge 
West End Lodge
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski
Mario Zonni
Nina Zonni

Sons of Italy Western
Foundation

Results of February Drawing
By Mark Rossi, SOI Western Foundation Trustee

Congratulations to the winners of the Western Foundation 
February Winner Every Day Drawing! Thank you to all the 
lodge members, family and friends who supported the draw-
ing. You sold and purchased 530 tickets and donated an addi-
tional $187. Leaving the Foundation with proceeds just above 
$4,200. Great Job! Special thanks to Past State President Lynn 
Lawrence Murphy and State Recording Secretary Lori Rossi for 
their effort in managing the fundraiser.

We are hopeful that in the latter part of 2021 that we will be 
getting back to somewhat of a normal routine. The Vincenzo 
Bellini Lodge in Chico has scheduled The Sons of Italy West-
ern Foundation California Golf Classic once again for October 
of this year. We are hopeful that our Southern California Golf 
Tournament can also take place towards the end of the year. 
Western Foundation events like our golf tournaments and Feb-
ruary Drawing pay the expenses associated with managing a 
charitable foundation. Thank you for your continued support.

As in 2020 our 97th anni-
versary dinner and celebra-
tion usually held in March 
has been postponed.

Victor Zampatti served 
as our first Lodge President 
and John Salizzoni serves as 
our President now.  Eureka 
Lodge is nearing the 60th an-
niversary of its hosting of the  
1963 California Grand Lodge 
convention.

Eureka #1274 is the 4th 
oldest lodge still in existence 
in California.  We are near-
ing our 100th celebration on 
March 16th, 2024.  

Speaking of one hundred 
years our member Evo Fa-
nucchi celebrated his 100th 
birthday on September 22nd 
2020.  We were not able to 
celebrate with him due to the 
pandemic.  

Long time owner of Roy’s 
Restaurant and other prop-
erties in Old Town Eureka 
he has lived through most of 
the most interesting times in 
world history and our local 
Humboldt County history.  

Our Lodge Financial Sec-
retary Donna Olivieri wants 
to thank all of the members 
who have sent her their dues 
for the 2021 year. 

Despite the pandemic 
Eureka Lodge will award 
the Irene and Paul Pinochi 
and Frank Stagnoli Scholar-
ships this spring.  Please re-
mind your grandchildren or 
friends with children of Ital-
ian descent that application 
materials are available now 
from their high school coun-
selors or by calling Dianne 
Luzzi at 442-8812 to have an 

Eureka #1274
Eureka, CA

by Joe Bonino

application sent directly to 
them.  The deadline is April 
15th.

Hopefully everyone had 
an enjoyable and healthy 

Carnivale at home!  
Easter is very early this 

year; the Eureka Lodge wish-
es everyone Buona Pasqua.                                                             

The program from the Grand Lodge Convention held in Eureka in 
1963 was displayed at the Reno convention in 2019.  Bruno Giuffrida 
from San Diego was elected State President at the Eureka convention.

Evo Fanucchi gives a tour of the memorabilia on the walls of Roy’s 
Club Italian Restaurant in Old Town Eureka after it went out of 
business in 2017.   Founded by his father and mother in 1919 Roy’s 
was a mainstay of the Italian community in Eureka.
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From The Members of the
Enrico Caruso Lodge #1463

“From Visalia With Love”

Wishing everyone a
Joyous Easter

Season

Buona Pasqua
Happy Easter

Andy & Louise Pampuro
Chairman, Media Committee

The officers and members,
of the Saddleback Valley Lodge 

wish you a Happy Easter

President Hank Lowinger and wife, Michelle

Wishing Everyone
a Joyous

Easter Season

Ted Seibel and wife, 
Lucille

 

Wishing you a 
joyous Easter time.
Best Wishes from

Joy Bruno
Overseer of  the 

Meucci Museum.

Debbie Ure
Assistant to Andy Pampuro

Il Leone

Wishing All A
Happy Easter

Steve Guthrie, President

Easter Greetings from the
Officers and Members of

Centinela Valley Lodge #1991

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
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PUGLIESE LODGE #1375
HAPPY EASTER

Easter Greetings

Immediate Past President Lynn Lawrence-Murphy
and State Trustee North Bill Murphy

Michael DiGiuro, President, Carla Lotito Komar, Vice President,
Paul Giuliano, Orator, 

Rosemarie Biagetti Vanderhaar, Recording Secretary
Edithe Di Giuro, Financial Secretary, 
Sean Dankowski, Treasurer/Historian

Mary Lotito, Trustee, Paul Bodnar, Trustee,
 John Donato, Master of Ceremonies,

Roberta Overton, Mistress of Ceremonies/Chaplain
Francisco Spagna, Guard, Sarah Taylor, Lodge Queen,

Nina Zonni, State Deputy, 
Rosemarie Biagetti Vanderhaar, Grand Lodge Scholarship Chairperson

Wishing everyone a Happy Easter

Rosemarie Vanderhaar
Scholarship Committee Chair

United Lodges Columbus Chairperson

Praying for peace
and harmony 

throughout the world!

The members of the C. Columbo Lodge #1315
Antioch, California

wishes everyone a joyous Easter!

Buona Pasqua

Praying for peace and harmony 
throughout the world!
Happy Easter to all!

Lodge Anniversaries
Eureka #1274 3/16/24
Centinela Valley #1991 3/20/49
Salinas #2082 3/8/59
Renaissance #2259 3/4/72

Congratulations!!!

 Good Friday and 
Easter Week 

Processions in Italy

Solemn religious proces-
sions are held in Italian cities 
and towns on the Friday or 
Saturday before Easter and 
sometimes on the Sunday 
holiday. Many churches have 
special statues of the Virgin 
Mary and Jesus that may be 
paraded through the city or 
displayed in the main square 
(piazza).
Participants are often dressed 
in traditional ancient cos-
tumes, and olive branches are 
frequently used along with 
palm fronds in the proces-
sions and to decorate church-
es.
Sicily has elaborate and dra-
matic processions. Enna 
holds a large event on Good 
Friday, with about 2,000 fri-
ars dressed in ancient cos-
tumes walking through the 
streets of the city. Trapani is 
another interesting place to 
see processions, held for sev-
eral days during Holy Week. 
The Good Friday procession 
there, Misteri di Trapani, lasts 
24 hours.
What’s believed to be the 
oldest Good Friday proces-
sion in Italy is in Chieti in 
the Abruzzo region; it’s very 
moving with Secchi’s “Miser-
ere” played by 100 violins.
Some towns, such as Mon-
tefalco and Gualdo Tadino 
in Umbria, hold live passion 
plays during the night of 
Good Friday. Others put on 
plays acting out the stations 
of the Cross. Beautiful torch-
light processions are held in 
Umbria in hill towns such as 
Orvieto and Assisi.
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I'm an Italian American
I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 

Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.
I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 

My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 
My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of Dante, and 

the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of Illinois, colo-
nizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of

man was written into the Bill of Rights.
I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.
I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.

I am Alessandro Malaspina.
I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.

I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,

I am John Basilone of New Jersey.
I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 

and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,

the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.

I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has dedicated 

me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it.

I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.


