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Sisters and Brothers:
I hope this edition of the 

“Il Leone” finds you all well 
and safe.

As we draw closer to Co-
lumbus Day, I think it is time 
to revisit what Columbus 
means to the Italian Amer-
ican community.  Lets start 
with how the celebration 
began.

In 1892, the 400th an-
niversary of Columbus 
landing in the New World, 
following a lynching on 
New Orleans where a mob 
murdered 11 Italian Amer-
ican Immigrants, President 
Benjamin Harrison declared 
Columbus Day as a onetime 
national celebration.  The 
proclamation was part of a 
wider effort after the lynch-
ing to placate Italian Amer-
icans and ease diplomatic 
tensions with Italy. 

Many Italian Americans 
observe Columbus Day as 
a celebration of their heri-
tage, and the first celebra-
tion had already been held 
in New York City on Octo-
ber 12, 1866.  The day was 
first enshrined as a legal 
holiday in the United States 
through the lobbying of An-
gelo Noce, a first generation 
Italian, in Denver.  The first 
statewide holiday was pro-
claimed by Colorado gov-
ernor Jesse F. McDonald in 
1905, and it was made a stat-
utory holiday in 1907.

In1934, as a result of lob-
bying by the Knights of 
Columbus and New York 
City Italian leader Genero-
so Pope, Congress passed a 
statute stating: “The Pres-
ident is requested to issue 
each year a proclamation (1) 
designation October 12 as 
Columbus Day, (2) calling 
on the United States Gov-
ernment officials to display 

Greetings Brothers and 
Sisters, I hope everyone is 
staying safe during these un-
precedented times. Has any-
one attended the Feast of San 
Gennaro in New York City? 
This September is the 94th 
anniversary of this import-
ant Italian-American festival 
(Festa di San Gennaro) It is 
also celebrated in many US 
cities. Originally a one-day 
religious holiday, the festi-
val was first celebrated in 
the USA in September 1926, 
when immigrants from Na-
ples gathered along Mulberry 
Street in the Little Italy section 
of Manhattan to continue the 
tradition they had followed 
in Italy to celebrate Saint Jan-
uarius, the Patron Saint of 
Naples. His feast day is Sep-
tember 19 in the liturgical cal-
endar of the Roman Catholic 
Church. The immigrant fam-
ilies on Mulberry Street who 
started the feast and a group 
of restaurant owners, erected 
a small chapel in the street 
to house the image of Saint 
Januarius. They invited all to 
partake of their goods, asking 
the devoted to pin an offering 
to the ribbon streamers that 
are hung from the statue’s 
apron. This money was then 
handed out to the poor of the 
neighborhood. Over time, 
the festival expanded into an 
11-day street fair organized 
and run by people outside 
the neighborhood. It is now 
an annual celebration of food 
and drink, and a major tourist 
attraction. Centered on Mul-
berry Street, which is closed 
to traffic for the occasion, the 
festival generally features 
sausages, zeppole, street ven-
dors, games, parades and oth-
er such attractions. The Grand 
Procession is held starting at 
2 p.m. on the last Saturday of 
the feast, immediately after 
a Mass at the Church of the 
Most Precious Blood. This is 

“Italians Feed America” 
article taken from 
IL Leoncino Modesto Lodge 
#2021 Newsletter: 
 

During this tough period, 
Italians abroad and Italian 
Americans are doing their 
part to help others.  Many are 
the examples of their gener-
osity, and one involves food: 
the way Italians often show 
love and affection.  In New 
York during the critical phase 
of the Covid 19 outbreak, 
Fabrizto Facchini, chef of the 
Ristorante Cotto, founded, in 
just a few days, the nonprof-
it organization “Italian Feed 
America” with the purpose 
of distributing food for free to 
doctors, nurses, paramedics, 
and many poor people.

 He was born in Belgium 
from Italian immigrant 
parents and he learned to 
cook from his grandma.  He 
moved to California where 
he opened three restaurants, 
and then on to New York.

 When the pandemic 
reached critical levels and 
many were unemployed, he 
decided to call his network 
connections, friends, and 
food suppliers, to create an 
organization where Italians, 
Italians-Americas and Italian 
Food Lovers could get to-
gether to help people in need.  
Now, this initiative spread to 
other states like California, 
Vermont, Maryland, Arizona 
etc.

 Another interesting 
article taken from the Colom-
bo-Stella Lodge #1149:  Youth 
member Luca Fannuchi is 
hard at work to help with the 
Lodge Scholarship Fund.  He 
got gift cards donated for ten 
(10) chances to win, 10 win-
ners: Each receives a $100.00 
gift card.  There is a list of 
restaurants on the back of 

Going on six months now, 
I think it’s time to hurry 
and get to New Year’s Eve 
and welcome 2021 in. 2020 
has been a very difficult 
year to say the least. The 
year started out well, then 
the pandemic, shelter in 
place, cancellations of many 
events, Conference call for 
March Grand Council (a 
first), things looking better, 
than a upswing on cases, no 
Convention and now we are 
fighting the heat and fires in 
the south, central, north and 
in Reno. Enough already. 
Maybe it’s a bad dream. 
This we will overcome and 
hopefully come out stronger 
on the other side. Let’s pray 
real hard for our firefighters, 
first responders and contin-
ued prayers for our hospi-
tal workers. Better days are 
ahead!

 Many of you have heard 
that we have a new Office 
Manager, Rodelle Palce. She 
is a dynamic young lady, 
who has picked up the day 
to day items very quickly.  I 
want to thank Head State 
Trustee Ray Bini and State 
Recording Secretary Lori 
Rossi for helping me go thru 
numerous resumes. Also 
an extra thank you to Lori 
for helping out keeping the 
office going until Rodelle 
came on board. Welcome 
Rodelle!!!

 Our caterers who have 
rented our kitchen from us 
for over 17 years have decid-
ed to retire, unfortunately a 
casualty of the pandemic. 
Barbara & Gabriel hope to 
eventually retire to Venice, 
once the travel restrictions 
are lifted. Barbara still plans 
to continue renting our hall, 
(when we can again) and has 
almost rented the complete 
parking lot for us. We wish 
them well in their retirement.

 One thing every member 
can do to help the office out 
is to make sure your Bene-
ficiary is correct. It makes it 
so much easier for the Office 
to work with the Insurance 
Company regarding the 
Death Benefit Program. Also 
please verify your address, if 
you have moved or changed 
PO Box number please let us 
know so we will not contin-
ue to receive “return to send-
er” notices from the Post Of-
fice for the Illeone.  (We are 
charged return postage for 
these)

So until our State Officials 
give us an ok to meet, let’s 
continue to wear a mask, 
and follow the guidelines set 
up by our elected officials. 
Let’s continue the open com-
munication with our mem-
bers. We still need to error 
on the side of caution, due to 
the age of our organization. 
I know a lot of lodges are 
using Zoom for their virtual 
meetings. This may be the 
normal for a while.

Information will be com-
ing out soon regarding our 
September Grand Council 
meeting soon. 

 So continue those phone 
calls to our members, feel 
free to contact me also with 
any questions or comments.

We will beat this Togeth-
er!!! Stay safe!

Yours Fraternally
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Western Foundation     
ROY T. VANONI                             

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone/Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

 

Social Media
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ATTENTION PLEASE
Please remember the deadline for articles is on 
the 20th of each month.  

I appreciate all your help.
Thank you, Debbie Ure

CAV. MARIA FASSIO 
PIGNATI

(2009-2013)
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone #: 650-574-5786

Cell #: 415-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9349
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Grand Lodge Queen Emeritus
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13725 S. Tamarak Dr.
Plainfield, Il 60544

Phone #: 559-625-3115
Cell #: 559-786-8124

Email: gristd124@comcast.net

EMERITUS ROLL

My name is Rodelle Palce, I am your new Office 
Manager here at the Grand Lodge of San Fran-
cisco. I am an accomplished Operator and eager 
to use my skills to enhance and advance the day 
to day at the Grand Lodge. I graduated with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration 
from San Jose State University in 2006.

As a Bay Area native currently residing in the 
Town of Danville, I enjoy biking along the trail, 
hiking and skateboarding. Most weekends, you 
can find me taking day trips to wine country, 
walking along the CA shorelines and visiting na-
tional parks.

I am passionate about personal growth--explor-
ing how to make change, improve habits, behav-
iors, actions and reactions while empowering 
others to do the same. I am very excited to be part 
of this wonderful organization. 

I hope to meet all of you soon!

Office Manager
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State First Vice President
Cont. from page 1 News of Western Foundation

by Roy T. Vanoni, CAO

GOLF, ANYONE.
You may wonder why is this article being written about golf. 

What does golf  have to do with Western Foundation.  Simply 
put, golf is very important in our program of raising  money 
to provide for our charities and to assist with administrative 
costs.

We know that the majority of the money raised  by Western 
Foundation comes from its members and their lodges through 
donations.  In addition,  certain fundraising activities are held 
to help with the cost of  running our organization and to help 
fund our various charities including scholarships.

This  is where the game of golf comes into play (no pun 
intended).  Golf tournaments have been established in two dif-
ferent geographical areas of the Grand Lodge of California, one 
in the north and one in the south.  These activities have gener-
ated a significant amount of money for the benefit of Western 
Foundation charities and its scholarship program.  Following 
is a discussion of the two areas where the golf tournaments 
have been held.

North:
For the past 21 years  the Sons and Daughters of Italy West-

ern Foundation Golf Classic has been been held in Chico, Cali-
fornia.  It started out small but has grown in size, thanks to the 
effort of the local golf committee headed by Michael Colletti 
Smith, President of the Vincenzo Bellini Lodge.  Golfers and 
friends have enjoyed the festivities which includes a “frozen 
meatball” putting contest, a banquet and a lively auction and 
raffle.  Recology, a national waste management firm, has joined 
the event as a major sponsor.

The money raised is shared by the Vincenzo Bellini Lodge 
and Western Foundation. 

As an example, during a five-year period, approximate-
ly $58,000 was raised of which 40% was returned to Western 
Foundation.  The money that went to the Vincenzo Bellini 
Lodge was used to support local  and national charities.

The Annual Western Foundation Golf Classic that takes 
place in Chico is usually held during the month of October.  
However, in view of the current situation with the coronavirus, 
it is probable that the event will be cancelled in 2020.

South
This past year a golf tournament to benefit Western Founda-

tion was held in the Palm Springs area, thanks to effort of Joe 
La Porta, President of the Dolly Sinatra Lodge.  It was reported 
that a large field of golfers turned out for this first-time event.  
A check in the amount of $5,000 was presented to Western 
Foundation as a result of this fundraiser.

The members of the Dolly Sinatra Lodge and their friends 
are looking forward to the next golf classic to be held in Palm 
Springs scheduled for November 16, 2020.  We have to wait 
and see if the event will have to be cancelled due to the coro-
navirus.

Thanks to our Golf Tournaments
The Grand Lodge of California and Western Foundation are 

grateful to all who have contributed time and money to insure 
the success of our golf tournaments.  Some have participated 
since the inception of these fundraisers.

Even though we are currently in a holding pattern until the 
pandemic is over, we plan to continue these golf tournaments 
as fundraisers to support our charitable activities and scholar-
ship program.  

Plan to join us at the golf tournament scheduled for your 
area.  Not only can you “swing away” if you play golf  but you 
can also enjoy the food and frivolity provided at these events. 

the flag of the United States 
on all Government build-
ings on Columbus Day; and 
(3) inviting the people of the 
United States to observe Co-
lumbus Day, in schools and 
churches, or other suitable 
places, with appropriate cere-
monies that express the pub-
lic sentiment befitting the an-
niversary of the discovery of 
America.  President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt responded 
by making such a proclama-
tion.  This proclamation did 
not lead to the modern feder-
al holiday.  

In 1966, Mariano A. Lucca 
from Buffalo, NY, founded 
the National Columbus Day 
Committee, which lobbied to 
make Columbus Day a feder-
al holiday.  Which successful-
ly became so in 1968. 

With all the hoopla of our 
Indigenous Peoples, I won-
der if they care enough to see 
what this day means to us, 
the Italian Americans.  I do 
not think they do because if 
they did perhaps Italian Her-
itage Day would have been 
the alternative.  Why usurp 
our day.  Do they not care 
about the Italian Immigrants 
that were lynched.  I’m sure 
they have no idea how this 
came about and are so con-
cerned with their own issues 
that they don’t care.  Our In-
digenous People have gone 
through many troubling 
times but to demand that the 
Italian Americans give up 
their day is not the way to 
make up for it.

Thank you for all you do 
to keep our Order strong. 
Till next month
Fraternally

a Roman Catholic candlelit 
procession in which the stat-
ue of San Gennaro is carried 
from its permanent home 
in the Most Precious Blood 
Church through the streets of 
Little Italy.

Due to the pandemic it is 
uncertain which cities will 
hold the celebration such as 
Los Angeles and Chicago. We 
pray this nightmare will end 
soon and our lives will go 
back to normal.

Until next time, Sadie

State Third Vice President
Cont. from page 1

the ticket.  Donation is $5.00.  
So, he is not at risk, he calls 
people from a contact list and 
does this by mail.  Fantastic 
idea and wonderful to have 
a youth member chairing an 
important program for his 
lodge.

 Christopher Columbus 
Statues are being safely 
stored; It was good to hear 
that the statue in Los Angeles 
has been safely stored away.  
In Orange County, the Bow-
ers Museum has a bust of Co-
lumbus on display in a spe-
cially dedicated alcove inside 
the Museum.  In San Diego, 
the statue has been removed 
and placed in storage.  

 Our National CSJ com-
mittee is working with five 
largest Italian American or-
ganizations in the nation to 
defend Christopher Colum-
bus in a way to conduct and 
distribute research studies 
relating to Columbus.  The 
Foundation intends to ad-
dress the preservation of 
Columbus Day plus an em-
phasis on correcting the nar-
rative surrounding the famed 
explorer and other important 
issues.

This was taken from an ar-
ticle by Angelo Vivolo, Pres-
ident Columbus Heritage 
Coalition. “For Italian Ameri-
cans, the Christopher Colum-
bus statue is a deeply rooted 
celebration of our immigrant 
heritage and a public expres-
sion of pride for our cultural 
past and our identity”.

Congratulations to the Re-
naissance Lodge #2259 on the 
purchase of their new Lodge 
home.  

Wishing the officers and 
members many years of suc-
cess in your future endeav-
ors.
 Until we all can be togeth-
er again, please stay safe!

Fraternally yours

State Second Vice President
Cont. from page 1 Valley of the 

Moon
Lodge #1959 

Sonoma CA
by Susan Antonini,

member at large
susanantoniniart@gmail.com

A HUNGER FOR FELLOW-
SHIP...
This morning was the begin-
ning of a day when all around 
the valley  folks are stressing 
again over the fires nearing 
their homes....all the more 
time for us to pray for those 
around us...and hopefully 
find some sanity in this insane 
world.

MISSING A TIME OF NOR-
MALICY
Missing human connection! 
(Paul Grant)
Did we ever think we would 
have this situation so prev-
alent in our midst.  Disease, 
fires and NO Sons of Italy Din-
ners.  Don’t lose hope, we will 
have a time of being together 
as a family, again, sometime in 
the future!

RESILIENT... 
It appears some of the older 
folks in our Lodge are han-
dling this situation with some-
what of a resilient nature... 
Perhaps with age they have 
found there would be many 
tragedies and have learned 
from their past that they WILL 
get through this as well.  Per-
haps their experience has giv-
en them an “elixir for life”! 
(Karen Carroll)

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS:
Jason Chiotti
Anthony Tommasi, (scholar-
ship in Memory of Nilla Mu-
las)

RECOVERING NICELY!
Marie Davis is up and around 
and you wouldn’t know she 
had broken her leg...
(see what I mean about resil-
ient!)
And Louie Chiotti...recover-
ing nicely from knee replace-
ment surgery!  (more resil-
ience in spirit and in body!)

PAUL GRANT, our SOI Presi-
dent of Sonoma Lodge, says...
Let’s do the best we can...Stay 
safe! 

STAY IN TOUCH!
Let Karen Carroll know how 
you are doing...do you need 
someone to talk to...??
(707) 938-1295

OUR CONDOLENCES AND 
PRAYERS 
To those that have lost loved 
ones...

SIDE NOTE....
Jo Grant remembers more of 
her Italian than I can keep up 
with....but it is a pleasure to 
try to communicate with her 
in Italian just the same!  Thank 
you Jo!

Stay safe.  Wear a mask and 
wash your hands.
Ciao!

 

Attention  Members…
With online communication becoming more important 
during these uncertain times of social distancing, the 
“Future Good of the Order” committee of our National 
Lodge is asking that members please submit their email 
address to their Grand Lodge for forwarding to Nation-
al.  You will receive the wonderful online monthly news-
letter, Questo Mese, and important updates regarding 
activities and news on the National level.  Your email 
address will NOT be sold to any third party!  Please send 
your email address to State Recording Secretary Lori 
Rossi at loriatthegrandlodge@gmail.com or to the Grand 
Lodge Office at sonsofitalyca@aol.com.   Thank you for 
your participation!
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: 559-592-5466
 rteelee@aol.com

   
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: 909-557-4585

hanklowinger@yahoo.com

 

The Joanne Coccia Lodge 
#2553 Foundation is proud 
to announce the names of 
eight deserving students, the 
recipients of our 2020 schol-
arship awards in the amount 
of $16,000. 

The Veta M. Finazzo Me-
morial: $2,000 awarded to 
Tyler Abbruzzese.  Tyler, 
a graduate of Rancho Cu-
camonga High School in 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA, 
achieved a 3.3 grade point 
average.  He also participat-
ed in water polo.  Tyler is a 
sophomore at Northern Ar-
izona State.  His studies are 
in political science, (major) 
criminal justice, sociology, 
psychology (minor) business 
with an interest in commu-
nications.  Tyler’s goal is to 
earn a degree in political sci-
ence and become a private 
practice attorney.  With his 
determination and resolve, 
he can achieve his goal.  Tyler 
is the son of Robert and Eva 
Abbruzzese the grandchild 
of Bob and Mary Abruzz-
ese who are members of our 
lodge.       

The Joseph Finazzo Me-
morial: $2,000 awarded to 
Ethan Abbruzzese.  Ethan, 
a graduate of Rancho Cu-
camonga High School in 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA, 
maintained a 4.0 grade point 
average.  His activities in-
cluded water polo, swim 
team and as a member of 
the Heroes Club. The Heroes 
Club supports the military, 
firefighters, police and front-
line workers.  Ethan plans to 
attend Chaffey Community 
College and Victor Valley 
College to achieve his goal of 
becoming the best he can be 
in fire science.   Ethan’s par-
ents are Robert and Eva Ab-
bruzzese and the grandchild 
of Bob and Mary Abbruzz-
ese who are members of our 
lodge.  He is the great neph-
ew of the late Joseph Finazzo 
and wife Delina Finazzo. 

 The John Cola Memori-
al: $2,000 awarded to Devin 
Walden.  Devin attended Ar-

Joanne Coccia Lodge #2553
Foundation 2020 Scholarships Awards

By Manny Finazzo

rowhead Christian    Acade-
my High School in Redlands, 
CA, with a 3.2 grade point 
average.  Devin has volun-
teered with nonprofit orga-
nizations including Santa 
Claus, Inc., Dr. Ronald Mc-
Donald House, Brand New 
Day Autism Foundation, and 
anti-bulling events. Devin 
plans to attend California 
Baptist University to major in 
business and to minor in mu-
sic.  Devin’s parents are Bri-
an and Gina Walden, grand-
father is Frank Foglio.  John 
Cola, Devin’s great uncle, 
was an active member of our 
lodge who strived to make 
our hall facility and proper-
ty one of the best in southern 
California. Devin’s family 
is extremely proud that this 
memorial is awarded to a 
family member.  Lodge mem-
bers of Devin’s extended 
family include: Connie and 
David Ryan, Anna Chase, 
great aunt Yolanda Sarracino, 
cousins James and Janet Sar-
racino, along with Leah and 
Kevin Flaherty. 

The Nick Sclafani Memo-
rial: $2,000 awarded to Haley 
Garcia for $2,000.  A graduate 
of Jurupa Hills High School 
in Fontana, CA.  Haley has 
a 3.0 grade point average.   
Her extracurricular activities 
included peer leadership, 
the National Honor Society 
and, during summer recess, 
participated in the summer 
youth program at Kaiser 
Hospital.  When at a very 
early age Haley lost her lit-
tle sister, she was prompted 
to get involved with helping 
others who may need a peer 
person. Haley was president 
of the Polynesian dance, 
Latin dance and Link Crew 
organizations. She took a 
leadership role in these clubs. 
Haley plans to attend Riv-
erside City College for the 
general education program 
before moving on to Califor-
nia State University. Her goal 
is to be in the field of psy-
chology/psych-social work-
er.  Haley is the daughter of 
Jody Garcia and the grand-

daughter of Pete and Judy 
Sclafani and the great niece 
of Florence Zerrilli, Mamie 
(Babe) Musolino, Anthony 
and Rosemarie Sclafani. 

The Angelo Juliano Me-
morial: $2,000 awarded to 
Sorowar Uddi.  A graduate 
of Rancho Cucamonga High 
School, Sorowar earned a 3.6 
grade point average.   Soro-
war will be attending Chaf-
fey Community College with 
plans to major in computer 
engineering.  To help out 
with financial responsibili-
ties, Sorowar has a part-time 
job at the 99cent store.  When 
time permits, he enjoys 
watching soccer.  Sorowar is 
a friend of Esther and Elvira 
Calamore who are members 
of the lodge.

The Albert & Joanne Coc-
cia Memorial: $2,000 award-
ed to Melia M. Guevara.  Me-
lia graduated from   Redlands 
High School in Redlands, CA, 
earning a grade point aver-
age of 3.14.  Her extracurric-
ular activities included water 
polo.  She will be obtaining 
her general education cours-
es at Crafton Hills College 
in Yucaipa, CA.  Melia is a 
Junior member of the Joanne 
Coccia Lodge and has partic-
ipated in several events.  She 
acknowledges “learning a 
lot” from the Order Sons and 
Daughters of Italy in America 
and is proud of her heritage.  
Melia was a member of Girl 
Scouts and was always at the 
top of the list for the annu-
al cookie sales contest.  For 
a time while in high school, 
Melia worked in the pizza 
business to help with ex-
penses for her activities. She 
is very proud of her family 
roots. Evelyn Minicucci, her 
grandmother, was a nurse 
and then a Physician’s As-
sistant at Kaiser Permanen-
te in Fontana, CA.  Melia is 
the daughter of Michealynn 
Minicucci and the sister of 
our Prince Devin, who was 
on the court of the Sons and 
Daughters of Italy King and 
Queen Contest.  Melia will do 
well in whatever she chooses 

for her life’s work.
The Ronald Bitonti & 

Martha Nagy Memorial: 
$2,000 awarded to Gianna 
Rotellini.  Gianna graduated 
from Newport Harbor High 
School in Newport Beach, 
CA, with a grade point av-
erage of 3.7.  Her studies 
included astronomy and 
astrophysics.  Gianna was 
active in volunteering in 
the community through her 
church and local homeless 
shelters. She loves dancing 
and plans to resume dance 
lessons. Gianna also worked 
while in high school.  Her 
favorite famous Italian is 
Giovanni Domenico Cassie.  
His involvement with the 
space probe awarded him 
a space probe in his name.  
Based on her record and de-
termination, Gianna will do 
well at Orange Coast Col-
lege.  Gianna’s parents are 
Jennifer and Dave Rotellini. 
She is the granddaughter of 
Joanne Sclafani and the late 
Joseph Sclafani and niece 
to Anthony and Rosemarie 
Sclafani who are members 
of our lodge.   
The Ronald Rovere Memo-
rial: $2,000 awarded to John 
Santiago Romagnoli.  John 
is a graduate of       Redlands 
High School, earning a 3.8 
grade point average. He will 
be attending The Universi-
ty of California, Riverside.  
Since John was a little tyke, 
he was interested in all as-
pects of bugs (entomology).  
His hobby is the study of 
bugs and beekeeping.  John 
owns two Italian-bred hives 
in his backyard. John has 
been involved with the as-
sistance league of Redlands, 
helping young students to 
get involved in helping oth-
ers.   John’s college major 
will be in entomology.  (This 
is the first time I have heard 
of this major.)  John is the 
son of John and Adelaida 
Romagnoli, grandson of 
Mauro and Judith Romag-
noli who are members of 
our lodge. 
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Mazzini
(http://www.giuseppemazzini.org) 
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
www.sonsofitalysandiego.org
Las Vegas Lodge
www.sonsofitalylasvegas.com
sonsofitalylv@yahoo.com
Monterery Lodge
Facebook.com/Sons-of-Italy-
Monterey-Lodge
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Billini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
William Paca Lodge #1960
www.sonsofitalymountainview.org
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

 

Jimmy Durante
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M. 

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

© 2019 Stephen Contrado
Cell Phone: (741) 242-0053

Greetings from Petaluma!
     Well another month 

has gone by and we are still 
in this terrible pandema.  It 
seems like there is no end in 
sight, so we must continue 
to be viligant in our hand-
washing, wearing our masks 
and keeping social distance.

     So many of us in the 
Lodge are people who live 
alone and this staying in our 
homes by ourselves is wear-
ing us out physically and 
emotionally.  Thank God I 
haven’t heard of any of our 
members who have gotten 
the virus and I hope it stays 
that way.  Try to keep busy 
by thinking of calling some-
one else who is by them-
selves and who is probably 
very lonely.  Work puzzles, 
do some reading, but don’t 
just watch TV all day long.

I want to thank all the 
lovely people who have 
called to tell me that they 
enjoy my articles and want 
to know how I am doing.  I 
really miss all of you and I 
hope we will be able to get 
together soon.

Lucchesi Center is closed 
and until it opens we will 
continue to not have any 
meetings or events. It is hard 
to plan for anything until we 
know it is safe for us to meet 
and to have our dinners.

I am sorry to hear that 
our President, Ernie Gio-
no, is stepping down as our 
President at the end of this 
year.  We will need someone 

Cesare Battisti Lodge #1518 
Petaluma, CA

by Louise Vicino

to step forward and accept 
the position.  Jim Gambonini 
will have to hold down the 
fort until another person is 
found, so if you are interested 
in running for office please 
let Ernie know.

They also need someone 
to do the newsletter for the 
Lodge.  I submit the articles 
for Il Leone newspaper, but 
someone has to do the news-
letter on the computer.  If 
anyone is interested contact 
Ernie @ermg1624@aol.com.

At this time, I would like 
to thank Ernie and Ron for all 
they do for our Lodge and its 
members.  They have worked 
hard before and up to now, 
never asking for thanks.  Er-
nie has done an excellent job 
in his Presidency and Jim 
Gamboni has done a great 
job when he had to run a 
meeting.  There are so many 
members to thank for all their 
hard work.  We’ll talk about 
them in the next issue.

In the meantime Happy 
Birthday and Happy Anni-
versary to all who celebrate 
this month.  Get well wishes 
for anyone who is ill.

Please pray for our service 
people, our homeless, vic-
tims of crimes, our Country 
and the world.  Pray that they 
find a vaccine and rid the 
country of this virus.  Stay 
safe my friends.

And remember to be nice 
to someone you will always 
get it back in return.

Ciao,
Louise Vicino

Gold Country Lodge #2705 Sons and Daughters  of Italy in 
America celebrated scholarship winners on June 16th, enjoying 
an ice cream social. Left to right are lodge scholarship chair 
Joanne Hyman, recipient Miles Tresser ($1000), lodge President 
Anthony Scotch and recipient Zoe Moestopo ($500)

Gold Country Lodge #2705
El Dorado Hills, CA

by Tami Welch

Italian Americans have 
lived exciting and remark-
able lives. Knowledge of the 
lives of others is a valuable 
resource for our own suc-
cess in life. Our seniors are 
familiar with the lives of 
the great and the celebrities. 
Italian-American youths can 
gain a better understanding 
of American history, culture, 
and politics by studying the 
lives of Italian Americans 
of the past and the chang-
ing times. Youths will be 
inspired by what they learn 
and made wiser with each 
personality studied. Each 
generation is built on the 
experiences of the previous 
one. Today, let’s study the 
personality and times of 
Jimmy Durante. 

Durante was born Febru-
ary 10, 1893 on the Lower 
East Side of New York City. 
He was the youngest of four 
children born to Rosa and 
Bartolomeo Durante, immi-
grants from Salerno, Italy. 
As a child Jimmy worked in 
his father’s barbershop and 
delivered newspapers. He 
served as an alter boy at St. 
Malachy Roman Catholic 
Church. Jimmy was fasci-
nated by the piano so his fa-
ther bought him the instru-
ment and provided lessons. 
He dropped out of school in 
the seventh grade to become 
a pianist and soon earned 
money playing at neighbor-
hood parties. Then at age 
seventeen he started work-
ing in saloons and dance 
halls. 

When Durante was twen-
ty-three he organized his 
first band. A young singer 
came into the club where 
he was playing. Her name 

was Jeanne Olson. After 
hearing her sing, Durante 
hired her for his band. He 
married Jeanne in 1921. His 
act moved up to Broadway’s 
Club Nightingale. In 1923 he 
opened his own nightclub, 
Club Durante. Durante de-
veloped a unique comedic 
style and became a popular 
entertainer loved by the fash-
ionable society of the time. 
His club flourished but was 
closed during prohibition. 

Durante’s act was full of 
music, wit, and banter. His 
group recorded albums, 
played on stage in Ziegler’s 
Show Girl (1929) and Cole 
Porter’s The New Yorkers 
(1930), and appeared in the 
movie Roadhouse Nights 
(1930). During the next nine 
years he made twenty-nine 
movies. He remained a tal-
ent on Broadway. His show 
toured Glasgow, Liverpool, 
and London. He starred in 
movies with Ethel Merman. 

When Durante’s wife died 
in 1943 Hollywood believed 
he was through. He made 
a comeback performing in 
nightclubs in New York. He 
was a big hit on radio and 
came to be known as “Ol’ 
Schnozzola.” He ended every 
performance for the rest of 
his life, whether radio, stage, 
movies, or television, with 
the words “Good night Mrs. 
Calabash, wherever you are.”  
Durante continued to work in 
radio, television, and movies 
until he suffered a stroke in 
1972. He led a remarkable life 
and contributed much to the 
development of American 
humor and entertainment. 
He died January 29, 1980, in 
Santa Monica, California.

Buster Keaton, Thelma Todd and Jimmy Durante in Speak Easily 
(1932).
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It is with a heavy heart that we say goodbye for now to our 
fellow lodge member John Staiti. He passed away on 8-8-20. 
John joined our Lodge in August 2012...He transferred from 
the Lake County Lodge #2537 which his parents were found-
ers of...The lodge closed when he transferred to our Lodge.
He was President from Jan 2015 to Jan 2017...He has been a 
member since 1989. 
John you will be greatly missed by all!! 
Riposa in pace (Rest  in Peace)

Gold Country Lodge #2705
El Dorado Hills, CA

by Tami Welch

A Special Thank You
Rosemarie Biagetti Vnanderhaar

A “Big Thank You” to Andy Pampuro and Debbie Ure for 
the wonderful page layout of the scholarship students’ photos 
in the Il Leone.  It was nicely done as always.

As scholarship chairperson and a lodge recording secretary, 
I truly appreciate the great job the two of them do. I believe we 
have one of the finest newspaper of any organization. Not an 
easy job to get a newspaper like the Il Leone published every 
month, but you do a great job, keep it going.

Scholarship News Update
Rosemarie Biagetti Vanderhaar

Scholarship Committee Chairperson

Since the Grand Lodge was unable to have a convention this 
past June, I would like to give a brief update of the scholarship 
program. 

First, all 2019 scholarship recipients have submitted the prop-
er document and information in order to request their checks. 
All of these checks have been issued.  A special Thank You to 
State Recording Secretary Lori Rossi for her help in getting the 
checks issued.  The 2019  scholarship files can be closed.

Sometime in October, scholarship application will be avail-
able on the Grand Lodge website. Lodges wishing to download 
them may do so.  Please remember, if using the Western Foun-
dation Scholarship application, remove all references to the 
Grand Lodge and Western Foundation and insert the lodge’s 
information. This will avoid confusion. Although, it would be 
wonderful to have all scholarships awarded by the Western 
Foundation, I understand and respect those lodges that choose 
to award some on their own.  Bottom line, it helps a young stu-
dent financially to achieve their educational goals.

A question asked of me, “Why give scholarships at this time, 
the students are doing online studies because of pandemic?”   
This particularly true of those in college or about to begin col-
lege.  My youngest grandson Ryan is starting his senior year at 
UC Santa Barbara and I asked my daughter if they still pay the 
fees even if classes are online.  Yes, they do pay, the only saving, 
room and board that’s free with him home (grocery bill might 
be the exception).  

I fully realize that our lodges have not been able to meet or 
have fundraising events as in the past to raise funds for scholar-
ships and other programs, but we hope you can do whatever is 
possible.  Once again, I sincerely and fraternally wish to thank 
our members, lodges and other donors for their support and 
generosity through the years.
Please take care, be safe and stay well
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Roma Lodge has not met since its February meeting and has 
canceled future monthly meetings for the foreseeable future.  
The lodge is in the center of Tulare County which is on the gov-
ernor’s watch list and may remained shut down for some time 
to come.  During this time, we have had to cancel our 90th an-
niversary celebration, recognition of our scholarship winners, 
annual ravioli dinner fundraiser and junior member night just 
to name a few. 

If the pandemic continues until a vaccine is developed, it may 
be well into next year before local lodges can meet and become 
active again.  I understand what local lodge presidents are be-
ing faced with in deciding whether to try to meet or wait until 
society gets back to the “new” normal.  As presidents we face 
the risk of losing members in January when the 2021 dues are 
being collected.  

Roma Lodge dues are $75 for members of which only $.25 cents 
goes to the local lodge.  In part, we encourage our members to 
look at their return on investment by being Roma Lodge mem-
bers.  If they are active, a family of four can get a net return 
of $842 per year for their dues investment of $162.  However, 
if the lodge cannot meet, they cannot get a free dinner once 
a month, free ravioli dinner, Christmas party, Columbus Day 
BBQ or any of the benefits provided by the local lodge.     

We have 300 members in our lodge with about 40-70 attend-
ing monthly meetings.  For those 250 members who are not 
considered active in the lodge, what will be the incentive to 
pay their dues in the future?  If this pandemic continues until 
2021, I know it will be difficult for local lodges, especially those 
already struggling, to continue.  

To be on the safe side it is important that local presidents lis-
ten to their membership and decide whether to meet or not.  
Many members are at one extreme or the other.  Those who feel 
lodges should not meet until everything is back to normal and 
those who feel it would be okay to meet now and just practice 
guidelines given by the CDC. Time will tell.   

We do want to wish our most senior member 
Agnes Pelous a Happy 98th Birthday. She has 
been a member for 56 years.  

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto-Roma Lodge President

Once again it’s been a 
while since we published an 
article in the Il Leone.  Our 
last meeting was in February.  
We so miss our meetings and 
miss seeing our members.  It 
has been difficult to say the 
least wondering how every-
one is and not being able to 
socialize with them.  We are 
sure you all are having the 
same issues with your lodg-
es.  We have continued to 
publish our monthly news-
letter so our members can 
keep in touch, feel somewhat 
connected, and know what 
is going on in the lodge.  We 
also have wonderful people 
who are calling members to 
keep in touch and check on 
them.   

January was our “Get 
Healthy” meeting where we 
learned about our brain and 
pain from Dr. Pam Netus-
chil.  She also talked about 
and showed us the Egoscue 
Method for staying whole 
body healthy. It was an in-
teresting and informative 
presentation. One of our 
youth, Ella Ricci, spoke about 
the history of “knuckles” 
aka gnocchi.  The rest of the 
youth presented other Italian 
themed foods.  We are lucky 
to have so many children 
at our meetings.  They are 
learning about their heritage 
and some great recipes!!

In February, our member, 
Saline Pechetti, presented 
Savoys in Torino, Italy.  The 
Savoy family controlled Italy 
until the 1940’s.  Salene vis-
ited the museums in Torino 
which have been beautifully 
restored.  She brought guests 
which were family members 
of her Italian language class. 
We are so fortunate to have 
Salene.  Her presentations 
are always so interesting and 
fun.  

In June we would have 
presented out $3000 scholar-
ship to Allyson Barajas.  She 
is Italian on her Mother’s 
side; her grandfather came to 
Ellis Island from Bari and her 
grandmother from Sicily. She 
graduated from Reno High 
and was thrilled to receive 
her scholarship. We were 
able to set up a special lunch 
at one of our favorite Italian 
restaurants, La Cucina, and 
eat outside with a few of 
our members. Ally’s mom, 
Elizabeth, was able to join 
us as well so we heard some 
stories of them growing up 
Italian! Ally is on her way to 
Washington State University 
to study Nursing and even-
tually become a Physician’s 
assistant, with her drive and 
determination I am sure she 
will succeed. We are so hap-
py some of us got to meet this 
lovely young lady during 
these strange times. I hope 
you will get to meet her too 
at Convention in 2021.

Our meetings for the rest 
of the year have been can-
celled.  We are hoping to 

Cristoforo Colombo Lodge #1534 
Reno, NV 

by Historian, Maria Nelson

have a social distancing Boc-
ce picnic of some kind before 
summer is over and we are 
still holding out hope that 
we might be able to have our 
annual Christmas Party.  We 
have missed so this much 
year.  Every event has been 
cancelled and so many are 
losing their businesses and 
jobs.  We pray and hope this 
virus is contained soon and 
we can go back to being to-
gether. 

Thank you for reading 
about our Lodge.  Don’t for-
got riduzione dei contatti 
(social distancing) and usu-
ra mascherine (wear your 
mask).  

 Please visit our Face book 
page at Reno Sons of Italy 
and our website for more in-
formation: www.renosonsof-
italy.org.  Learn more about 
our Lodge, your Italian heri-
tage and upcoming events.  

Salene talking about Savoys in Torino, Italy.

Dr. Pam Netuschil - the Brain and Pain.

Attendees at scholarship luncheon.

Allyson receiving her scholarship.
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In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

Lodge Anniversaries
Colombo Stella #1149 9/22/22
Pugliese #1375 9/5/25
Giuseppe Verde #1441 9/6/27
Desert Valley #2352 9/21/75

Congratulations!!!

Winner Every
Day Raffle

1.  Purchase a Winner Every Day Raffle ticket for $25. If 
your lodge does not have any, you can order some 
through the Grand Lodge.

2.  Mail your ticket stub and check to the Grand Lodge 
of California, 5051 Mission St., San Francisco, CA  
94112

3.  Once received, your ticket goes into the ticket drum.  
4.  Tickets are drawn every two weeks, until the end of 

2019, one   ticket for each of those days.  If you are a 
winner, a check for $25. will be mailed to you.  Win-
ners names are also listed in the most current issue 
of the Il Leone newspaper.

5.  Your ticket is put back into the drum for all future 
drawings.

6.  There are several days throughout the year that 
have a higher     dollar amount.   Those days are list-
ed on the back of each ticket.

It’s that easy!! 
You have a great chance of winning 

more than one time!! 
And a chance at the Grand Prize!

Make checks payable to:
Grand Lodge of California      

If you have any other questions,
please contact

            The Grand Lodge of CA (415)586-1316
           E-mail: sonsofitalyca@aol.com

 

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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365 Fund Raiser - Winners

July16-31
 16 $25.00 Gabe Domenici
 17 $25.00 Linda Abronzino
 18 $25.00 Marco Zonni
 19 $25.00 Pauline Richmond
 20 $25.00 Mary Lynn Hunt 
 21 $25.00 Wanda Tessaro
 22 $25.00 Sharon Dohen
 23 $25.00 Anthony Lacivita
 24 $25.00 Briggitte Epstein
 25 $25.00 Theresa Massetti
 26 $25.00 Francesca Lucido
 27 $25.00 Marilyn Cervantez
 28 $25.00 Susan Cahan
 29 $25.00 Tim Hildreth
 30 $25.00 Italia Barbera
 31 $50.00 Eva Lavezzari

July 1-15
 1 $25.00 Paul Mastracco
 2 $25.00 Josepine Grant
 3 $25.00 Paula Lehn
 4 $25.00 Ellen Weaver
 5 $25.00 Joe & Karen Ferraivolo
 6 $25.00 Joe Russo
 7 $25.00 Paul S. Polo
 8 $25.00 Maria Garibaldi
 9 $25.00 Roy Gonzales
 10 $25.00 Jan Trigleth
 11 $25.00 Rose Nobili
 12 $25.00 Pil Tocco
 13 $25.00 Karen Carroll
 14 $25.00 Ana Martinez
 15 $25.00 Edithe Di Giuro
 

365 Winners
In last month’s issue we made a terrible error 
saying that someone won $200 on the 25th of 
the month. This was not true. the person only 
won $25. The only time the prize is bigger is as 
follows:
Last day of the month - $50
Mother’s Day - $200
Father’s Day - $200
Christmas Day - $200
New Year’s Day - $200
and Columbus Day - $500
This is it, if you see something different once in 
a while it is wrong. 
We try our best not to make mistakes but it 
does happen and we do apologize if it causes 
any misunderstandings.

2020 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

 

June 1-15
 1 $25.00 Bubba Ziegler
 2 $25.00 Dianna Corriero
 3 $25.00 Mary Lynn Hunt
 4 $25.00 Italia Barbera
 5 $25.00 Gina Galluci
 6 $25.00 Janey Leonardich
 7 $25.00 Avery Watson
 8 $25.00 Pam Tedesco
 9 $25.00 Andrew Pampuro
 10 $25.00 Susan Nudo
 11 $25.00 Denise Ruggeri
 12 $25.00 Dan Marinelli
 13 $25.00 Pauline Richmond
 14 $25.00 Dominic Santilli
 15 $25.00 Mark Rossi
 

Alice Bakhead 
Beatrice Portinari Lodge 
Pam Bini
Ray Bini 
David Carboni
Karen Carroll
Michael Carroll
Columbia Lodge
John Costa
Donna Lee Costa
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge
Edith DeGiuro
Michael DeGiuro
Diablo Valley Lodge
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
Manny Finazzo
Father Adam Forno
Gloria Garibaldi
Joanne Coccia Lodge
Ashley Latteri
   In Memory of 
Father John Malloy & Mirella
Ronald Latteri
Janey Malatesta Leonardich
Hank Lowinger
   In Memory of Sandra Daniels 
Richard Luzzi 
Debi Mistretta
Mick Mistretta
Giovanna Michalski
Bill Murphy
Lynn Murphy
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
Phil Privitera
Pugliese Lodge
Pauline Richmond 
Al  Rossi
Lillian Rossi

Please support the Il Leone and become a sponsor.

Lucille Seibel
Ted Seibel
Shasta Lodge
Hugh Ricci
Pam Ricci
Elaine Teixeira
Jan Trigleth
Debbie Ure
Valley of the Moon Lodge
Watsonville Lodge 
West End Lodge
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski
Mario Zonni
Nina Zonni
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MEMORANDUM
 
 

To: OSDIA Supreme Council
 OSDIA State and Subordinate Lodge Presidents
 CSJ Board of Directors, Voting Members, and  
From: Robert M. Ferrito, President, Commission for Social Justice
Date: August 6, 2020
Subject: Guidelines for Columbus Statues

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The attached guidelines are for your edification on how to approach the removal 
of Columbus statues in your state. I would like to remind you that all laws are 
local, and you must do your due diligence on how your local laws will affect your 
situation. I would like to thank Attorney Mike Santo from our National Columbus 
Education Foundation for preparing this guideline. Mike has been very supportive 
of OSIDIA and has worked with a number of our State Lodges.
 Please be assured that the CSJ is doing everything to assist our State Lodges as we, 
the Italian-American community, come under attack. Our State Lodges must stay 
in touch with filial lodges and contact National CSJ as soon as there is an issue. 
When we are contacted we will provide assistance. Please remember to be courte-
ous but firm in your correspondence with your local elected offices.
Please free to contact me at any time.
Stay Strong, Stay United, Stay Safe, and We Will Prevail!!
Fraternally
Robert M. Ferrito
National CSJ President

National CSJ President Robert M Fierrito requested Attorney Mike Santo from our 
National Columbus Education Foundation to prepare the attached guidelines.  Mr. 
Santos’ research and recommendations are very clear and should be followed.
We have had several instances here in California and other local states that have 
been detrimental to Italian Americans and resulted in destruction or removal of 
Columbus statues. We are going through an epidemic that wants to destroy culture 
and historical events including the heroic actions of Christopher Columbus.  We 
cannot afford to see our future generations not recognizing Columbus and others 
who contributed to the making of America.   
Please contact me or the Grand Lodge of California upon recognizing any political 
or media action that may affect our culture.
Tony Ricevuto
CSJ/Grand Lodge of California

Cont. on page 11
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 Advice from the WHO
The World Health Organization (WHO) website has instruc-
tive videos showing how to wear a mask. They advise clean-
ing hands both before putting the mask on and after taking it 
off, not touching the mask, making sure it fits properly without 
gaps, and removing it by the ear loops while leaning forward 
and avoiding any contact with the front of the mask. They cov-
er proper storage and cleaning of re-usable masks, and they 
remind viewers that the mask alone will not guarantee protec-
tion, and people must still follow social distancing and hand-
washing recommendations. They explain that prolonged use of 
masks does not cause CO2 intoxication or oxygen deficiency. 
This has been tested; despite the fears of some in the public, 
blood oxygen and CO2 levels are not affected by wearing masks. 
Masks should not be worn while exercising, because sweating 
can make the mask wet, which can interfere with breathing and 
promote the growth of microorganisms.

WEAR A MASK AND REMEMBER
SOCIAL DISTANTING



PAGE 12 IL LEONE SEPTEMBER 2020

Dear State Officers, Past State 
Presidents and Committee 

Chairs, 
I hope that everyone is staying healthy and abiding by the 

rules of your local government. It is a strange year to say the 
least for all of us. 

I want to fill you in on a few items going on with and around 
the Grand Lodge: 

The caterers that rent our kitchen have decided to retire and 
close their business and are no longer renting the kitchen. Ga-
briele and Barbara Muselli have been tenants at our building 
for 17 years. Their hope is to retire to Italy, as soon as the travel 
restrictions have been lifted. Barbara will continue as our Hall 
Rental Manager, and is hoping that things will pick up, once 
we are able to gather in large groups. Here is a photo taken 
recently of Gabriele and Barbara Muselli, myself and State Re-
cording Secretary Lori Rossi. 

Our Judiciary Committee is working on the best way to han-
dle our upcoming filial lodge elections. This is a trying time for 
all of our lodges and the election of new officers will be a chal-
lenge Once the committee has come up with guidelines, they 
will be passed on to you and Local Lodge Presidents. As many 
of you heard, our Office Manager Alexis Cardenas resigned her 
position in June. An ad was placed on Zip Recruiter and inter-
views were held at the Grand Lodge office. The Interview Com-
mittee consisted of myself, State Recording Secretary Lori Rossi 
and State Trustee Ray Bini. We successfully hired a wonderful 
young lady. Her name is Rodelle Palce. In the short time that 
she has been employed, she has truly embraced our Order. She 
is extremely talented and I am looking forward to what she can 
do to push our Order forward. 

John Costa President Grand Lodge of California

Roma Lodge #1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto-Roma Lodge President

Roma Lodge has nearly 60 junior members 18 years of age or 
younger.  Junior members are the lifeblood of any local lodge 
and represent the future of the organization. As a child I re-
member not being allowed into lodge meetings as ritual and 
protocol mandated no children be allowed in the meeting 
during the business session.  Those days are long gone, and 
it is a good thing.  How can we expect our younger members 
to become involved in lodge activities and take on leadership 
roles if they have never experienced what local lodges do?

Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic is having the same af-
fect on our children and grandchildren.  Roma Lodge annually 
has a special night in August just for junior members.  A spe-
cial meal of hamburgers, hotdogs, crinkle fries, chicken strips 
and popsicles make for a fun night.  A special raffle is held 
just for juniors as they get their choice of many back-to-school 
items they can choose from.  They assume the officer chairs 
and run the meeting.  We had to cancel our meeting because 
of the pandemic.  These children have been out of school since 
March and may not be able to attend school again, in person, 
until January or later which may cause irreversible damage to 
their learning and social skills.  Let us all pray this pandemic 
is over soon and we can resume our meetings and social activ-
ities for our junior members.  

Domingo “Pat” Maffia
1928 - 2020

Roma Lodge members are saddened with the passing of Pat 
Maffia who was born October 20, 1928 in Petaluma, California.  
Pat and wife Carol joined Roma Lodge in May of 1972 making 
them nearly 50-year members of the lodge.  Pat was the son of 
Pietro and Maria Maffia, Italian immigrants. Pat was the ninth 
out of eleven children and grew up on the family’s dairy farm. 
He was raised and educated in Petaluma. In 1950 he joined the 
army and served in Korea. After his service in the army he re-
turned to Petaluma and went into delivering propane.

In 1965 Pat and Carol started a dairy business in Santa Rosa 
and later that year the family and dairy moved to Sonoma. The 
family and dairy relocated to Tulare in 1971, and finally settled 
in Tipton two years later.

Pat was a longtime supporter of Roma Lodge.  He spent many 
hours in his shop and was a wood craftsman designing and 
building many wooden toys.  He donated several to our queen’s 
garage sale fundraiser.  After he retired from the dairy business 
Pat and Carol traveled extensively.  Pat always said that he had 
seen all he wanted to see, done all he ever wanted to do, and 
had few regrets.

Farewell Brother Domingo “Pat” Maffia

Past Grand Lodge Queen Maci DePaoli-Daramy remembers 
attending lodge meetings and activities as a young child and now 
ensures her two daughters attend so they will understand what the 
lodge is all about and carryon the Italian Culture. 

Interesting history 
facts about Italy

1. Rome is over 2,000 years old
Rome was founded in 753 BC. The Roman Empire, named after 
the city where it began started in 27 BC, and ruled over much of 
Europe and parts of North Africa until 395 AD. After this Italy 
was divided into many separate states.
2. Italy is one of Western Europe’s youngest countries
Italy has only been a country since 1861 when the separate na-
tion-states unified together as the Kingdom of Italy.
3. Italy’s last king ruled for just 36 days
Italy had a royal family until 1946 when citizens voted to abol-
ish the idea of a ruling monarchy in favour of a republic in the 
wake of the Second World War. King Umberto II ruled from 9 
May 1946 to 12 June 1946.
4. The country was under a dictatorship for 20 years
The fascist dictator Benito Mussolini ruled over Italy from 1925 
until 1945. Before assuming control of the country he served as 
prime minister for three years, from 1922. Known as Il Duce 
(which means the leader), Mussolini started out as a radical so-
cialist but aligned himself with Adolf Hitler in the lead up to 
World War II. He was killed in 1945 by partisan troops.
5. Italy’s national day is called the Festa della
Repubblica
The founding of the republic is celebrated every year on the 2nd 
of June.
6. The national flag is green, white and red
The colours of the Italian flag represent hope (green), faith 
(white) and charity (red). Another interesting fact: the flag was 
inspired by the French flag of similar design. Interesting history 
facts about Italy

1. Italy has a free wine
fountain
A free wine fountain sounds
like the stuff of dreams – but
it’s a very real thing in Cal-
dari di Ortona in Italy. The
small town has a free wine
fountain that flows 24-hours
a day with locally grown red
wine. The fontana di vino can
be found in the Dora Sarchese
vineyard, which sits on the
Italian pilgrimage route of
Cammino di San Tommaso.
2. Italy is the fifth most visit-
ed country in the world
Italy received over 62 million
international visitors in 2018,
making the country the fifth
most visited in the world.
Some of our favourite plac-
es to visit are the iconic cities
of Rome, Pisa, Florence and
Milan, along with gems like
Lake Como, Assisi, Verona,
Sorrento and the beautiful
Isle of Capri.
3. All three of Europe’s ac-
tive volcanoes are in Italy
We already knew Italy is a
smokin’ hot country, but did
you know Italy is a hotspot
for volcanic activity? All
three of Europe’s active vol-
canoes, including Etna, Vesu-
vius and Stromboli.
4. Italians invented pizza in
Naples
The first modern pizza, with
a tomato base, was made in
the Campania region of Na-
ples in 1860. Since then, it has
become one of the most be-
loved foods on the planet. Al-
though the humble pizza has
gone through many changes
over time, the world’s most
delicious pizza can still be
found in Naples today. Buon
Appetito!
5. Italy has the most UNES-
CO World Heritage sites in
the world
One of the most interest-
ing fun facts about Italy is
that it’s packed with historic
treasures. As of 2019, Italy is
home to 55 UNESCO World
Heritage sites. They tie with
China as the country with
the most UNESCO sites in
the world. With gems like the
Colosseum in Rome, the city
of Pompeii, and the glorious
Amalfi Coast, it’s no wonder
the country receives millions
of visitors each year.
6. Italians have eaten pasta
since the 4th century
Pasta is a crucial part of Ital-
ian culture, with many of
the world’s best pasta dishes
created in Italy. And they’ve
had time to perfect their craft.
Evidence suggests that pasta
dishes in Italy date back as
far as the 4th century B.C.
after historians found paint-
ings in a pre-Roman Italian
tomb thought to depict pas-
ta-making equipment.
Whether you prefer a creamy
carbonara or a classic spa-
ghetti bolognese, we guaran-
tee you will eat the world’s
finest pasta in Italy.
7. There are over 1,500 lakes
in Italy
The lakes of Italy are stun-
ning, and there are over 1,500
of them scattered across the
country.
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C. Colombo Lodge #1315
Antioch, CA

by Zelda LeFrak-Belleci

At Home with Safety-in-Place
Our answer to Covid-19

The mask may be off, but the C. Colombo Lodge Recording Secretary 
observer the stay-at-home protocols during the covid-19 pandemic. 
Pam Bustos edits C. Colombo’s newsletter from her home office. She 
is pictured above working on finding interesting tidbits to include the 
monthly publication. Pam’s trademark is to sprinkle Italian idioms 
throughout the pages of each addition.

Tough as social isolation may be, the pandemic has turned early hour 
commuters into house bound office workers. Roseann Ortland, Finan-
cial Secretary of C. Colombo Lodge, has set up her computers in the 
living room as the Contra Costa County employee diligently works 
from home.

Pictured above is C. Colombo’s Treasure, Rose Marie DiMaggio. Rose 
has spent her “social isolation” time cleaning closets, writing her 
monthly article for the Pittsburg Historical Museum newsletter and 
last, but not least, polishing her silver tea service.

C. Colombo member Michael Maridon, better known as “The Masked 
Gardener”, has turned his side yard into a farmyard paradise. Michael 
has gotten a variety of tomato seeds from Italy. He nursed them in a 
special grow-container until he transplanted them to the sunny side 
of his Discovery Bay Home. He is anxiously awaiting the taste test!

Cesare Battisti
Lodge #1518 

Petaluma, CA
by Louise Vicino

Greetings from Petaluma!
     I usually write about my 
beautiful garden but tonight 
I am in my nightgown ready 
for bed and I remembered 
that I needed to get my article 
in.  It’s midnight so hopeful-
ly I will have been able to get 
this in to the paper.
     This pandemic never seems 
to end, so until it is over we 
cannot have our meetings as 
the Lucchesi Center is still 
closed.  The Lodge is on hold 
and it looks as though there 
will be no Christmas Dinner 
or Crab Feed in the future.  
Even if they are able to open 
and have them I’m sure that 
people will be cautious in 
getting together.
     Since President Ernie said 
he is feeling better, that he 
would continue on as Pres-
ident, if everyone wanted, 
and as long as he could get 
volunteers to help him.  It 
seems that many members 
have stepped up and offered 
to help so he is willing to stay 
on.
     President Ernie tried to see 
if our dues could be lowered, 
so he asked and was told it 
cannot be done as the money 
goes to the Grand Lodge for 
expenses, charities and run-
ning of the building in San 
Francisco.  He is also looking  
into having a free dinner for 
all members whose dues are 
paid.      
     I don’t have much to re-
port since we have not had 
any meetings.  Please remem-
ber to follow the guidelines:  
wear your masks, no social 
gatherings, keep your dis-
tance and wash your hands 
often.  This virus will not 
give up unless we all follow 
the rules.
      Thank you Ernie, for all 
your stories and jokes that 
you send into the emails 
and members.  At least you 
are trying to make members 
smile and take their mind 
off this pandemic for a little 
while.
     Happy Birthday and Hap-
py Anniversary to all cele-
brating.  Get well wishes to 
any member who is ill. 
     Remember to call someone 
and let them know you care 
about them.  There are a lot of 
lonely people out there.  Pray 
for our troops, the homeless, 
victims of crimes, our Coun-
try and the world.
    Be nice to someone, you 
will always get it back in re-
turn.
Ciao
Louise Vicino

Become a Sponsor
of the Il Leone
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I'm an Italian American
I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 

Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.
I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 

My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 
My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of Dante, and 

the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of Illinois, colo-
nizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of

man was written into the Bill of Rights.
I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.
I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.

I am Alessandro Malaspina.
I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.

I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,

I am John Basilone of New Jersey.
I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 

and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,

the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.

I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has dedicated 

me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it.

I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.
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LODGE DIRECTORY
ANAHEIM

LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. MARIANN AITA

212 S. Kraemer Blvd Unit 207
Placentia , CA 92870

Phone: (201) 562-4786
Email: mareprincipessa@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808

Phone: (714) 469-1020
Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meeting 1st. Wed. 7:30 p.m.

NOT EVERY MONTH
Contact 

President Mariann Aita or 
Rec. Sec. Fran D’Errico
 for more details of date 

and place. 

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
128 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Phone:  (707) 552-7474
Email: porterbini@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Penny Bellotti

Vallejo, CA 94590
Phone:  (707) 337-937

Email: PSBellotti@comcast. 
net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: ospires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. CAROL ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969
Email: c_espo@att.net

Rec. Secty. Pam Bustos
1859 Chaparral Dr

Pittsburg, CA 94565
Discovery Bay, CA 94505
Phone: (925) 427-4045

Email: pam.bustos2136@
gmail.com

Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center

415 W. 2nd Street
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES. STEVE GUTHRIE
1152 E. 1st St. #201

Long Beach, CA 90802
Phone: (310) 483-4383

Email: stvegut@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES: Ernie Giono
50 Circulo Puerto

Rohnert Park, CA 94928
Phone:   (707) 585-2928

Email: erng1624@aol.com
Rec.Secty. Anna Biggio

125 Rogue Moraes
Mill Valley, CA 94941

Phone: (415) 388.1998
Email: sonoioann@gmail.

com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 6:30 pm

Petaluma Community 
Center

(Lucchesi Park)
320 N. McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. JOE SIMONI
 9 12th Ave. 

San Mateo, CA 94402
Phone: (650) 349-7979

Email: jsimoni2000@gmail.
com

Rec. Secty. Angie Fanucchi
3721 Wilshire Ave.

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 228-6013

Email: angsm42@gmail.com
Meets 4th  Tues. 7:00 p.m.

American Legion Hall 
1159 Bush St. 

San Carlos, CA 94070

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 312-5151
Rec Secty Steven Barra

850 W. Jensen
Fresno, CA 93706

Phone: (559) 974-2345
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

Contact Olivia Deliddo
For Details

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. ANGELA SILVA

1301 Williams Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Phone:  (650) 291-3595
Email: angelamsilva_2008@yahoo.com

Rec. Secty. Carla Silva
1301 Williams Ave.

San Bruno, CA 94066
Phone:  (415) 308-8254

No information on meeting 
place

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty.  Paul Romero

12410 Westridge Dr. 
Reno, NV 89511

Phone (775) 772-5476
Email: paul@redstonenv.

com
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral
310 W 2nd St.

Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LINDA PARENT TASCA
4014 Lynwood Ct.

Concord, CA 94519
Phone:  (925) 825-2560

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Dr.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. RON MANNA
9018 Guava Ave.

     Hesperia, CA 92345
Phone: (760) 218-7972

Email:sgt247@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Minnie Lopez-Baffo
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (626) 422-0551

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Brookdale at Apple Valley
11825 Apple Valley Rd. 
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOSEPH LAPORTA 
1536 Enclave way

Palm Springs CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.rr.com
Rec. Sec.  Julia D’Elia
    2060 Rochelle Road

    Palm Springs, CA 92262
   Phone: 760 333-5794

Email: 
Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. LARRY ROMANAZZI
1150 N.Rossmoor Ct.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: (559) 733-1461

Email: larry@msrcpa.com
Rec. Secty.Pam Buldo

 Phone: (559) 799-8697
Email: pjbuldo@aol.com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. JOHN SALIZZONI
P.O. Box 3131

Eureka, CA  95502-3131
Phone: (707)498-0774

EMAIL: eddie.alexander.
Rec. Secty. 

Phone: 
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

7th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. SAL DENARO
130 Lancer Avenue

Oceanside, CA 92058
Phone: (760) 717-7981

Email: saljd55@cox.net
Rec. Secty. Vincenzo Ruffino

3552 32nd Street
San Diego, CA 92104

Phone:  (619) 922 5839
Email: vruffino5250@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:00 P.M.

Portuguese Hall
2818 Avenida De Portugal

San Diego, CA 92106

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. MARIANNE CAMP-
BELL

Address: 1660 Medolla Dr. 
Sparks, NV 89434

Phone: (775) 560-8199
Email: mnc0107@

sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Monica Domini

4790 Caughlin Parkway #502
Reno, NV 89519

Phone:  (775) 843-3733
Email: monicadomini@gmail.

com
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. ANTHONY SCOTCH
3225 Stonehurst Dr.

El Dorado Hills,CA 95762
Phone: (916) 425-3330

Email:agscotch@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Bev Scotch

3225 Stonehurst Dr. 
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Email: bevscotch@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave

La Puente, CA 91744
Phone:(626) 261-2879

Email: bverdo@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
2520 Summershade Dr.

La Habra 90631 
Phone: (562) 400-9663
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 8 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. LOUISE SILACCI
P.O. Box 8344 

Armona, CA 93202
Phone: (559) 639-9800
Email:  silaccilu@gmail.

com
Rec.Secty. Brittney Little

1203 Mary St.
Hanford,CA 93230

Phone # 559-380-6411
Email: little08@mail.fres-

nostate.edu
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 822-8740
Email: pffin@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci
522 E. Lugonia, Apt A
Redlands, CA 92374

Phone: (909) 855-5437
Email: michaelynn66@live.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL PROVENZA
7900 Calle Oliva 

Carlsbad, CA 92009
Phone: 760-634-2029

Email:sprovenza@aol.com
Rec Secty. Dan Gizzo 

P.O. Box 9718
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 

92067
Phone: (858) 461-4069
dangizzo@hotmail.com
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Johns Catholic Church
1001 Encinitas Blvd
Encinitas, CA 92024

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. MARY MICELI
1417 Santa Paula Dr. 
Modesto, CA 93555

Phone: (209) 527-5818
Email: marymiceli49@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Antonella Turchetti

2604 Fiedier Way
Modesto, CA 95355

Phone: (209} 51-5987 
Email: camogli@sonic.net

Meets 2nd Fri. 5:30 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church
617 W. Orangeburg Ave. 

Modesto, CA

MONTEREY
LODGE No. 2003

Anniv. Feb. 5, 1950
MONTEREY

PRES. KEN CUNEO    
1113 Buena Vista Ave

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
Email: kencun17@icloud.

com
Rec. Secty. Tom Mancini

8 Valencia Ct. 
Seaside, CA 93955

Phone: (831) 394-6480
Email: tmancini@sbcglobal.

net
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:00 p.m.

Black Bear Diner 
2540 N. Fremont St.
Monterey, CA 93942
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LODGE DIRECTORY
WEST END

LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. Lucille Seibel
9063 La Grande St

Alta Loma CA 91701
Phone: (909) 987-5828

Email: nonnalou9@gmail.
com

Rec. Secty Robin Sindicich
1751 Partridge Ave.
Upland, CA 91784

Phone (909) 949-1387
Email: robinsin@earthlink.net

 Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,

Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

WILLIAM PACA
LODGE No. 1960

Anniv. May 25, 1947
MOUNTAIN VIEW

PRES.GLORIA RAVETTO
735 Dona Ave 

Sunnyvale, CA 94087
Phone: (408) 736-1087

Email: gloriaravetto@gmail.
com

Rec. Secty. Peggy Ludwico
1111Morse Ave. #171
Sunnyvale, CA 94089

Phone: (408) 745-1775
Email: peggy9374@aol.com
Meets 2nd  Wed. 6:00 p.m.

SFV Hall
361 Villa Street

Mountain View, CA 94040

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 255-5242

Email: am.graeber@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Kim Enzensperger

850 W. Watmaugh Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Meets 4th Mon. 6:30 p.m.
Meets Napa Senior Center 

1501 Jefferson
Napa, CA 9459

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES. MARK ROSSI 
4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone: (209) 404-0692
Email: mercatoman1@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PARADISO
LODGE No. 2743

Anniv. July 10, 1999
PARADISE

PRES. WANDA TESSARO
14170 Wingate Circle
Magalia, CA 95954

Phone: (530) 762-1011
Cell:(530) 354-4239

Email: jwtessaro@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. 

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES: MARY JANE CAMBRIA
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Phone: (714) 749-7777

Email: maryjane@mjcambria.com
Rec. Secty. Denise Meinhardt

1324 Rickey Ave
Anaheim, CA 92802

Email: dmeiny@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Wed. 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
Geneva Room

146 N. Grand Street
Orange, CA 92866

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

4308 N. Dewitt Ave 
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 906-3721
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. LARRY DUTTO
1804 South Tamarack 

Visalia,CA 93277
Phone: (559) 901-4683
Email: louis.benedetti@

yahoo.com 
Rec.Secty. Kathryn Gomes 

2667 Clarete St. 
Tulare, CA 93274

Phone: (559) 331-0025
Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.

International Agri-
Centre-Social Hall

4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Marcia Ceciliot
31 Clancy CT

Phone: (916) 316-0123
Email: SonsofItalyRoseville@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
 106 Sutter Ave.

 Roseville, CA 95678

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. DAN MARINELLI
340 Cabot Court

Granite Bay, CA 95746
Phone: (916) 698-2928
Email: dan.r.marinelli@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Abbie Baroni

2249 Tulip Way
Sacramento, CA 95821
Phone:  (916) 925-8758
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: (909) 557-4585
E-mail: hanklowinger@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday  6:00 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480
Rec. Secty. Sue Tunstall

115 Brooktrail Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 570-7779

Email: sinamon219@att.net
Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.

 Brookwood Mobile Estates
7000 Montecito Blvd.

(Mobile Park)
 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. JIM NOBILI
2391 Cumberland Dr. 
Redding, CA 96001

Phone: (530) 243-4127
Email: rjnobili@sbcglobal.

net
Rec Secty. Sharon Roberts
1767 Capistrano Walk

Redding, CA 96003
Phone: (530) 221-0720
email: jimandsharon@

charter.net
Meets 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Keely Dodd
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: (707) 251-9558
Email: keelejo@hotmail.

com
Meets 1st Wed. 7:00 p.m.

Native Sons Hall
1313 Spring Street

St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES: GARY DOGALI
P. O. Box 53

Redwood Valley, CA 95470
Phone (707) 485-8233

Email: sdogali@outlook.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Lynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: ml_laviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727PDG@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll

P.O. Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone: (707) 938-1295
Email: karenecar@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. MICHAEL SMITH
1020 Lori Drive

Chico, CA 95972
Phone:  (530) 682-5641

Email: vettemikie@sbcglobal.
net

Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo
16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 519-2974
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
2775 Nord Avenue
Chico, CA 95973

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. RAY BINI
28 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Phone: (707) 699-3751
Email: Raymond.Bini@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 486-2948
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 8:00 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

30 9th St.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 210-9577

Email: kcpres@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. RICHARD NEGRO                                                                                         
 Address: 17417 Jackrabbit 

Road Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: 530-938-3079
Email: italianmomo@

outlook.com 
Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti

P. O. Box 130
Weed, CA 96094 

Phone: (530) 938-2881
Email: sole@cot.net

Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Sons of Italy Memorial Hall

155 Clay Street
Weed, CA 96094

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
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