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Wishing everyone a New 
Year filled with Peace and 
Happiness!

 It’s hard to believe a half 
year has gone by of my term 
as State Vice President of the 
Central.  A year and a half 
left to continue our two-year 
agenda.  Still an on-going 
priority is Membership!  Our 
State Membership commit-
tee member Joe Simoni is 
working with the National 
Membership Commission 
and keeping each State Vice 
President informed.  In turn 
the area Vice Presidents are 
working with their appoint-
ed State Membership chair-
person plus their two State 
Trustees.  Our goal is to in-
crease membership by 10%.  
Approx. 300 new members 
would equate to 100 per 
area.  It is imperative not 
only to stop the loss of mem-
bers but for our organization 
to continue, we must gain 
membership. I’ve asked Joe 
Simoni for a loss and gain of 
members report for the Cen-
tral area so that we can see 
what is being accomplished 
in our area.  Hopefully this 
will let us know what lodg-
es are doing to increase 
their membership and give 
those lodges that need help 
suggestions and ideas.   I’m 
working with my area State 
Membership chairperson 
Steven Barra on Social Me-
dia and Digital Marketing.  
Membership is the concern 
of all active OSDIA mem-
bers.

 Sunday, December 8, 2019 
I traveled with our State 
Queen Breanna Simon and 
her mother Suzanne, grand-
mother Judie Buldo and Aunt 
Pamela Buldo, State Trustee 
– Central to South San Fran-
cisco to attend the annual 
Christmas Party for Colum-
bia Lodge #1940.  Member 

Here we are in a new year 
in a new decade!  

After reviewing our mem-
bership numbers, I would 
like us all to work at keeping 
our Grand Lodge alive for 
the end of this decade.  Most 
of you will scoff at this pos-
sibility but, believe me, if we 
don’t make membership our 
priority, we could find our-
selves in dire straits.

Our President, John Costa, 
has made membership his 
number one priority.  Let us 
remember that membership 
includes retention as well as 
getting new members.  

I’d like to speak about re-
tention today.  Are we, Offi-
cers, giving members what 
they need to want to come to 
our meetings?  Great food is 
wonderful but certainly not 
enough.  Have we asked our 
members what they want to 
do within the Lodge?  Per-
haps a speaker, a cultural 
presentation, a local person 
of interest could bring more 
members to meetings.  Per-
haps some fun things to-
gether on a different day?  
Sometimes we Local Lodge 
Officers forget that the meet-
ings are not just business.  
What happens before and 
after the business portion of 
the meeting is what keeps 
our members coming back. 

We have Lodges in the 
North that offer Book Clubs, 
trips to different restaurants 
in the area, group trips to his-
torical locations in the area, 
visits to Italian art exhibits, 
trips to local sporting events, 
participating in local events 
as representatives of the Or-
der.  Not everyone will want 
to do each thing, but most 
will find something they like 
and would like to share with 
other members.  Officers talk 
to your Members.  Members 

I trust everyone had a 
blessed Christmas with fami-
ly and friends. I would like to 
wish all my brothers and sis-
ters a Happy, Healthy, Pros-
perous New Year.

This will be a short article 
as I am having health issues. 
Thank you for your cards 
and best wishes.

Please continue to pro-
mote our culture and heritage

 2020: Wow that’s going 
take some getting used too. 
Let’s hope for a wonderful 
and prosperous New Year for 
each and every member of 
the Grand Lodge of Califor-
nia Order Sons and Daugh-
ters of Italy in America.  What 
goals are you going to set for 
the New Year? I had set a goal 
of increasing membership by 
10% from last year. We have 
been going through a lot of 
applications and member-
ship certificates at the Grand 
Lodge so hopefully we are on 
the right track. First quarter 
is always the hardest with 
many people dropping be-
cause they lose interest or for 
other reasons. What are those 
reasons, this is for us to find 
out before we just dropped 
members for not paying their 
dues, lets reach out to them 
and ask that simply question, 
why?  Let’s work together on 
this, I do not have all the an-
swers, it takes more than just 
one or two, it takes all of us 
working together as a team.

We have started the “365” 
raffle once again, the purchase 
price is once again $25.00 and 
we kept the amounts to win 
the same. Please help sup-
port the Grand Lodge with 
this fundraiser.  Each lodge 
could purchase one and you 
would be surprised when the 
check comes in the mail.  If 
you need tickets please con-
tact the Grand Lodge, all the 
lodges were mailed some 
tickets at the beginning of De-
cember, also sent to Officers 
and Chars.

At the beginning of De-
cember I had the pleasure 
along with members of the 
Vallejo Lodges to present the 
check to UC Davis Alzhei-
mer’s research.  Vallejo does 

a wine tasting event in May 
along with a silent auction. 
The two lodges donate close 
to $8100.00, and with a check 
from the Western Founda-
tion that was collected at last 
year’s Convention the to-
tal was just under $9600.00. 
Great job Vallejo lodges and 
to all of you who donated.

I would like to thank 
our volunteers who have 
helped out this past year at 
the Grand Lodge. Joy Bruno 
and Lynn Lawrence Murphy 
have been kind enough to sit 
in rush hour traffic to and 
from the Grand Lodge. I also 
need to thank our Recording 
Secretary for going in once a 
week to do the bookkeeping. 
We are working on getting 
Alexis some help in the of-
fice. Fingers crossed we will 
have someone in mid-Janu-
ary or early February. In the 
meantime thank you Alexis 
for working hard to keep the 
office going. Please if you 
call be patient we are still 
having trouble with the new 
phone system. We are saving 
a lot of money but are really 
inconvenienced. Everyone 
please be patient! I have my 
cell phone with me if it is im-
portant feel free to call, text 
or email me.

March grand council is 
also right around the corner. 
It will be held at the Marri-
ott in Torrance. I am hoping 
to see a number of mem-
bers there and see how your 
grand council works for you. 
Please come and ask ques-
tions.

 At the beginning of next 
year National will have a 
new Sons and Daughters of 
Italy Lodge in Rome, Italy.  
How exciting. Now when 
you visit Rome you might be 
able to look up a member of 
the order in Italy.  

So let’s purchase those raf-
fles tickets, and sign up that 
new member(s).

We are the best kept se-
cret!!

Until next month
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GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA
5051 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 94112 • Phone (415) 586-1316

CALIFORNIA NATIONAL 
DELEGATES

JOHN COSTA
LYNN

LAWRENCE-MURPHY
MARIA PIGNATI

ARLENE NUNZIATI
HON. AL GIROLAMI
WILLIAM MURPHY

SADIE PARISI TAMBURINE
PAULINE RICHMOND

ALTERNATES
DONNA LEE COSTA 

JOY BRUNO

STATE ARBITERS
MARK ROSSI

PAM RICCI
JOSEPH SIMONE

ANNETTE PORTER
ANDY PAMPURO

ARTURO IBLETO
(1995-1997)

1492 Lowell Avenue
Cotati, CA 94928

Phone #: 707-795-1489
Fax #: 707-792-2046

Work #: 707-792-2712
RALPH AGNELLO

(1993-1995)
226 N Carl Dr.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone #: 559-627-3956

Email: alexgooddog1@gmail.com

Birth Defects Libraries
MARY LUCIDO

165 Copperknoll Way
Oakley, CA 94561
Ph: 925-783-6329

marylucido.1@gmail.com
Garibaldi Meucci Museum

JOY BRUNO
1778 Nephi Drive

Fairfield, CA 94534
Phone #: 707-422-3391

Cell #: 707-332-5623
Email: joy.b@comcast.net

ROY T. VANONI
(2003-2005)

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone & Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

JOHN TEDESCO
(1999-2001)

18 Carvel Place
Sacramento, CA 95835-2012

Phone #: 916-419-6606
Fax #: 916-419-6626

Work #: 916-419-6646
Cell #: 916-207-1603

Email: tedescojt@aol.com

State President
JOHN COSTA

1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-483-9604
Email: jc19632002@yahoo.

com
State First Vice President

BARBARA FUMOSA 
WISNIEWSKI

20987 Gunnison Ct.
Reno, NV 89508

Cell #: 201-874-5946
Email:  BarbReno1949@

aol.com
State Second Vice President

PAULINE RICHMOND
26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone #: 559-592-5466
Cell #: 559-731-4035

Email: rteelee@aol.com
State Third Vice President

SADIE TAMBURINE
1925 Circle Park Lane
Encinites, CA 92024

Phone: (760) 452-6108
Email: sadieagos@gmail.

com
Immediate Past State Pres.

CAROLYN LAWRENCE-MURPHY  
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: 707-963-0521 
Cell #: 707-694-8621
Fax #: 707-968-9709

Email:  clawrence2844@
sbcglobal.net
State Orator

MARK VAONA
2802 Knode St.

Torrance, CA 90501
Cell #: 310-347-5648 

Email: Mvaona@gmail.
com

State Recording Secretary
LORI ROSSI

4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Cell #: 209-404-1883
Email: loriatthegrandlodge@

gmail.com

GRAND LODGE QUEEN
BRIANNA SIMON
1416 S GRAND ST
VISALIA, CA 93292

(559)-280-2357

EMERITUS ROLL
Grand Lodge Queen Emeritus
DONNA ROMANAZZI GRIST

13725 S. Tamarak Dr.
Plainfield, Il 60544

Phone #: 559-625-3115
Cell #: 559-786-8124

Email: gristd124@comcast.net

State Financial Secretary
DAVID LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email:taxcpa4you@aol.com 

 State Treasurer
AL TRENTINI

25572 Saltwater Dr.
Dana Point, CA 92629-1508
Phone #: 949-240-8578

Cell #: 949-436-0242
Email: nicolomac@cox.net

State Trustee North
RAY BINI

128 Nalisty Dr.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Cell #: 707-688-3751
Email: Raymond.bini@

gmail.com
State Trustee North

BILL MURPHY
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave.

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone #: 707-963-0521
Email: petalumabill@

gmail.com
Cell:  707-299-0922
State Trustee Central

PAMELA BULDO
5820 W. Harter Ct. 
Visalia CA 93277
(559) 799-8697

pjbuldo@aol.com

State Trustee Central
MARYJANE CAMBRIA

2539 Back Bay Loop
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Cell #: 714-749-7777 

Phone #: 949-209-1921
Email: maryjane@mjcambria.

com
State Trustee South
MANNY FINAZZO

9093 Tangelo
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone #: 909-823-5161
Email:  EFinazzo@road-

runner.com.
State Trustee South
HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Cell #: 909-557-4585

Email: hanklowinger@
yahoo.com

Judiciary
HON. AL GIROLAMI

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-531-6553

Email: alveragiro@yahoo.com
Grand Lodge Building 
Grand Lodge Office

415-586-1316
Budget and Finance

    KAREN PEDRONCELLI
820 N Silvervale Dr.
Visalia, CA 93277
Ph: (559)786-2380

karen@pinecpas.com
Scholarship

Students to Italy Program
ROSEMARIE

VANDERHAAR
801 W. Duarte Rd. #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone #: 626-254-0449
Cell #: 626- 222-7768

Email: rgeorev@aol.com
Italian Language & Culture

MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: 605-574-5786
Cell #: 414-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9329

Email: Abondnza@aol.com
Youth

BRIAN WATSON
4308 North Dewitt
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone #: 559-285-6934
Email:Pumbaa673@

yahoo.com
Social Justice

TONY RICEVUTO
5356 Polizze Ave.

Las Vegas, NV 89141
Phone #: 702-896-1515

Email: Tony_Ricevuto@hotmail.com
Ritual and Protocol

DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave.
Napa, CA 94558

Cell #: 707-312-0795
Email:  2begrumpy@

gmail.com
Queen Contest

   EVA LAVEZZARI
6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone #: 714-897-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com

Media
ANDY PAMPURO

718 D Avenida Majorca
Laguna Woods, CA 92637

Phone #: 949-855-4279
Fax #: 949-206-0299
Cell #: 949-637-5477

Email: apampuro@comline.com

CONVENTION AND GRAND 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

COORNINATOR
LYNN LAWRENCE-MURPHY

LORI ROSSIPAST
STATE PRESIDENTS

CAV. MARIA FASSIO 
PIGNATI

(2009-2013)
268 Delmar Way

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone #: 650-574-5786

Cell #: 415-370-3956
Fax #: 650-577-9349

Email: abondnza@aol.com
 

VERA FERRARA GIROLAMI
(2005-2007)

3115 Lake Albano Drive
San Jose, CA 95135
Cell #: 209-604-3149

Email: algvera@sbcglobal.net

Leadership
MARK ROSSI

4540 Saint Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534
Ph: (209) 404-0692

mercatoman1@gmail.com

Membership
NORTH

Louie Lodi
Phone #: 916-996-5634

Email: Louis.ciao4now@
gmail.com

CENTRAL
Steve Barra

Phone #: 559-974-2345
SOUTH

Bill Viverto
Phone #: (626) 261-2879

Email: bvrdo@aol.com

VERA GIROLAMI
Past National President
FRANK J. DE SANTIS
Past National President

CAROLYN LAWRENCE-
MURPHY

National Trustee
MARIA FASSIO PIGNATI
SOI Foundation Trustee
ARLENE M NUNZIATI
Alzheimer’s Committee 

Chair
JOSEPH SIMILE 

National Co-chair Douhet 
Mitchell Int’l Air Power 

Trophy Committee

FRANK J. DE SANTIS
(1989-1991)

9562 James Circle
Villa Park, CA 92861

Phone #: 714-637-7267
Fax #: 714-550-9234

Work #: 714-550-9155
Email: Frankjdesantis@yahoo.com

JOSEPH SIMILE
(1975-1979)

Dale Commons #248
3900 Dale Rd

Modesto, CA 95356-8662
Phone #: 209-701-8340

Email: joe-dot_simile@msn.com

Webmaster
ANNA M. GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558 
Phone #: 707-255-5242

Cell #: 707-287-5225
Email: osia.ca.webmaster@

gmail.com
Royal Court Of 

The Golden Lion

National/Medical Charities
MIKE CARROLL

P O Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone #: 707-938-1295
Email: mcarroll@pon.net

Hall Rental Manager
BARBARA MUSELLI

5051Mission St.
San Francico, CA 94112
Phone #: 415-742-9366

A monthly publication, except August, for the Grand Lodge of California, 
Order Sons of Italy in America, a fraternal, non-proffit organization.

5051 Mission St., San Francisco, Calif. 94112
Phone: (415) 586-1316 - Grand Lodge FAX (415) 586-4786
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Andrew Pampuro, Editor
718 Avenida Majorca #D, Laguna Woods, CA 92637

Phone (949) 855-4279 • FAX (949) 206-0299
Subscription $20.00 per year. Publication paid by the members
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At Additional Mailing Offices
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Grand Lodge of 
California Website 
OSIACA.org

 

CHAIRPERSONS OF
COMMITTEES

WESTERN FOUNDATION

Western Foundation     
ROY T. VANONI                             

2160 Land End Loop
Roseville, CA 95747

Phone/Fax #: 916-872-4999
Cell #: 530-520-4401

Email: rtvanoni@surewest.net

 

Social Media
DONNA FERREIRA

2028 Hickory Ct.
Modesto, CA 95356

Phone #: 209-602-2056
donnaferreira@att.net

ATTENTION PLEASE
Please make sure that articles are sent to 
debbie@sanddgraphics.com. 

I appreciate all your help.
Thank you,
Debbie Ure
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State First Vice President
Cont. from page 1

 

Bennie Pardini did an out-
standing job chairing the 
luncheon. A delicious lunch 
was served.  Lodge president 
Joe Simoni welcomed every-
one.  Each person attending 
brought a door prize.  A tick-
et was given to each person 
in attendance, then a FREE 
RAFFLE was held, and each 
person won a gift!  I gave my 
thanks and was able to wish 
all a Joyous Holiday Season.  
It was a wonderful day spent 
visiting with lodge members.

 Please! I’m asking for State 
Deputies to send in there 4th 
quarterly report for 2019.

Ciao, until next month!

State Second Vice President
Cont. from page 1

talk to your Officers.  Com-
munication is truly the key. 

Last but most important, if 
a member misses a meeting 
or two, do we follow up?  Do 
we try to reach that member 
and make sure he/she is al-
right?  Do we help when we 
know it is needed?  

Remember we are a FRA-
TERNAL organization and 
we are all SISTERS and 
BROTHERS.  

Let’s start 2020 on the right 
foot and keep our members 
needs close to heart.  

To all my Sisters and 
Brothers, let us know what 
you wish to see.

Thank you for all you do 
to keep our Order strong.
Till next month
Fraternally
Barbara

The officers and members 
of the Pugliese Lodge en-
joyed a wonderful afternoon 
and delicious meal celebrat-
ing the Christmas season.

The party was held at Raf-
faello’s Ristorante in San Pe-
dro.  A very short meeting 
was held prior to the festivi-
ties. Following the meeting, 
President Michael DiGiuro 
was presented with a card 
and gift from the lodge.  The 
presentation was made by 
Carla Lotito Komar, Vice 
President. President Michael 
and First Lady Edithe DiGi-
uro presented each one at-
tending a gift of Celebration 
libations in a decorative glass. 

Pugliese Lodge
Christmas Party

by Rosemarie Biagetti Vanderhaar

The gifts were made by ju-
nior members, Queen Sarah 
Taylor and Fiona Taylor.  

The meal was served fam-
ily style with so many de-
licious offerings. Everyone 
went home with “take out 
containers”.  Special thanks 
to President Michael and 
First Lady Edithe for the des-
sert.  What else to top off a 
great meal but refreshing 
spumoni ice cream. 

A fun afternoon with 
wishes of Merry Christmas 
to one another and a Happy 
New Year.

Til next year, Ciao

Hello from Redding,
It is just a few days from 

Christmas as I write this and 
in December we held our an-
nual council dinner and four 
large catered parties, all in 
two weeks. Whew, we were 
very busy. They all had a 
great time and several have 
already rescheduled for 2020. 
Our thanks to Chef James, 
and some of his students 
from his culinary classes and 
club, for all their help. They 
are working for donations to 
help with their expenses to 
attend a culinary competi-
tion in Orlando, Florida this 
spring. Certainly a win-win 
for us.

Our “bell ringers” have 
been busy helping the Salva-
tion Army. Once again our 
Vice President, John DiMat-
teo, spent eighteen hours in 

Shasta Lodge #2453
Redding, CA

by Carole Dellaragione

front of Walmart ringing bells 
in competition with Tim from 
the Salvation Army. John lost 
the competition by $43 last 
year, but had a great victory 
this year, with John’s buck-
et raising over sixteen hun-
dred dollars, nearly doubling 
what Tim had in his bucket. 
Great job John, and all of our 
members who rang bells at 
many locations around the 
Redding area.

We lost another long term 
member a few days ago. Car-
melo Brugaletta had been a 
member for over 20 years. 
Rest in Peace our friend. We 
wish you all a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year! Vi au-
guriamo un felice e prospero 
anno nuovo.

Your friends at Shasta 
Lodge

Chris Whitmore, Rose Nobili and John DiMatteo and ringing bells at 
Walmart.  Charlotte Bailey, Gerry Carroll and Jean Russell stopped by 
to support.  In front is Tim from Salvation Army.

 Chef James and his wife Debbie with 2 students.
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Joanne Coccia Lodge #2553
Fontana, CA

by Anthony N. Finazzo

The Joanne Coccia Lodge #2553 enjoyed a wonderful Christmas dinner at the Hilton Garden 
Inn, Fontana, CA on Sunday, December 15, 2019 with 65 members in attendance.  The food was 
excellent with all the trimmings with delicious dessert.  

We are delighted to have two new young members joined our lodge recently.  They are Gina 
Walden and Kimberly Folio-Walden.  We are very happy to have them to become members of 
our lodge.

Our Lodge is gearing up for a busy 2020 New Year with a lot of activities being planned.  We 
want all of our members to be involved with our lodge.

We wish our members and our filial lodges to have a blessed and prosperous New Year 

Saddleback Valley
Lodge #2566

Mission Viejo, CA
by Bernadine Liuzzi-Neil

On December 1, 22 elves from Saddleback Valley Lodge aban-
doned Santa’s Sleigh for 2 mini busses to deliver toys to the 
Toys for Tots Event sponsored by the United Lodges of South-
ern California.  The party was held at a the Centinela Valley 
Lodge facility in Torrance and a delicious Italian meal was 
served replete with pasta, sausage, garlic bread, salad, and 
Spumoni cake for dessert.

Our SVL President and also United Lodges President Hank Lowinger, 
our State Deputy Sal Denaro, and Al Trentini, SVL member who is 
State Treasurer got together not to talk business this time but to enjoy 
the festivities. Also at the table were Al and Lillian Rossi, Jean Trentini 
and Anna Altomari.

The gangs all here to celebrate our first Christmas event, Toys for 
Tots.   Back row: Hank Lowinger, Sal Denaro, Anna Altomari, Andy 
Ginocchio, Gwen Ginocchio, Erta Matson, Lucy Gallo & Al Schlap-
py. Front Row: Pete Dito, Pat Dito, Michelle Lowinger, Marilyn Vec-
chio, Louise Pampuro, Bernadine Neil, Giuliana Fanton, Gianfranco 
Fanton, Lillian Rossi and Al Rossi. Kneeling in from with the big 
smile is Carmen Moraga-Eid.

Just some of the gifts for the children. The stage was filled to overflow-
ing by the time everyone arrived.

This is from the Toys for Tots website. “When you’re shopping 
for 7 million children, you need to start early.  Every donation 
matters when bringing Christmas joy to less fortunate.”Sad-
dleback Valley Lodge is pleased to be able to join in this effort 
every year.
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Hanford Lodge #1543
Hanford, CA

by Jackie Giacomazzi
jackiegiacomazzi@gmail.com

Roma Lodge #1573
 Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto

Roma Lodge held their annual Christmas party on Decem-
ber 8th with over 110 members and guests present. Attend-
ees were treated to a delicious Christmas dinner complete 
with ham, yams, rigatoni and a variety of desserts made by 
members. Co-chairs for the event were Ken Curti and Cathy 
Mederos.  Dennis Mederos (A.K.A. Santa) treated over 40 ju-
nior members with candy stuffed stockings prepared by Joann 
Beecher.  Ben Curti, Charlie Pitigliano, Dominic Pitigliano, 
Clint and Caleb Curti helped with the cooking and cleanup 
chores. Lodge members also brought numerous items to be 
given to the Tulare Lighthouse Rescue Mission. 

Pam Sola, junior member activity chair, put on a wonderful 
talent show and Christmas program with the junior members. 
Elisabeth Curti assisted with decorating the tables with poin-
settias and brightly colored table settings.  Roma Lodge will be 
celebrating their 90th anniversary in 2020 and with over 300 
members continues to be one of the most active lodges in the 
state. 

Santa Claus presents Roma Lodge junior member Giada Pitigliano 
with her candy filled stocking at the Christmas Party. 

Roma Lodge junior members present items to the Tulare Lighthouse 
Rescue Mission brought by members to the Christmas party.

Pam Sola, junior member chair, put on a great talent show with ju-
nior members at the Christmas Party. 

Longtime Roma Lodge member Leroy Beecher celebrated his 80th 
birthday as part of the Roma Lodge Christmas party with wife Joann 
and children Steven, Sherry and Stacy

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Jackie Giacomazzi

Again, the party was a 
great success with over 50 
members in attendance.  I 
co-chaired the event with 
Louise Tesoriere, and Pres-
ident Lulu Silacci was our 
major “elf”  helping to make 
sure the decorations went 
up with finesse.  Loads of 
pizza, eggnog, apple juice 
and cookies were consumed 
during the evening. I set up 
a “candy bar” that was also 
enjoyed by all.   An “ugly 
sweater” contest was a high-
light of the party.  The judg-
es had a hard time deciding, 
but chose Lulu Silacci after 
a long deliberation.  Each 
contestant had to model in 
front of the audience.  I be-
lieve if Michael Leoni would 
have stayed around for the 
competition, he would have 
definitely been a strong 
contender!!  Annette Nicely 
added to the fun by lead-
ing Christmas Carols; Santa 
showed up as we all sang 
“Jingle Bells;” he listened 
to each child’s wishes for 
Christmas as he gave them 
a gift. Thank you, Queen 
Annamarie Tesoriere for 
helping Santa.   A big “gra-
zie mille” to all who partic-
ipated, especially those who 
stayed to clean up!  Happy 
New Year to all!!!
SCHOLARSHIPS
Jackie Giacomazzi

Applications are available 
at the Scholarship Office at 
the high schools.  Remem-
ber, for our Lodge schol-
arship, a senior must have 
been a member for at least 
four (years) and have earned 
at least a 3.0 grade point av-
erage .  Applicants must also 
add an essay to the appli-
cation entitled: “What My 
Italian Heritage Means of 
Me.”  March 1 is the dead-
line, but get it in early.  Also, 
check out the Grand Lodge 
Scholarships.  The applica-
tions will be available at the  
high schools too.  If it is not, 
let me know. March 1 is the 
deadline for that one too.  
We have several additions 
to our Memorial Scholarship 
Fund in memory of Hazel 
Ann Christin with donations 
from:  Sid Tambourine & Sa-
die Koehler;Joy Bruno, Pete 
& Rosie Cervantes; Mark & 
Debbie Nardini; Aldo & Pam 
DeRose. We thank them all 
so much for the donations.  
OPPORTUNITY
DRAWING:  

Winning is always fun!  
Some of us are always lucky!  
Tony Tesoriere took home 
$100.00; Michael Leoni, 
$40.00 and Danny Dattola, 
$10.00 (always a winner)!!

COOKBOOKS are still 
available.  Call Joan Little, 
Jackie Giacomazzi, and Toni 
Natali and they will be  hap-
py to sell you one or more!!

Petaluma Sons & 
Daughters of Italy

 CRAB FEED
Lucchesi Park Community Center

320 N. McDowell Blvd., Petaluma
(2 blocks north of E. Washington St.)

Saturday February 9, 2019
Doors open at 5:00 pm

No-Host Cocktails at 5:01 pm
Dinner at 7 p.m.

Huge Basket Raffle & 50/50 Boards
All you can eat fresh Dungeness Cracked Crab

Salad,Pasta,Bread and Wine with dinner

Donation: $50
Advance ticket sales only

No Refunds

 Reserve by 1/26 2019 (you know we fillup fast)
For tickets call: Ernie Giono at 707-585-2928

or email: erng1624@aol.com or
Angelo Leone at 727-763-4626 or
Ann Albertoni at 707-763-4213
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The United States
Bill of Rights

by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M. 
165 Nantasket Ave. # 9

Hull, MA 02045
© 2019 Stephen Contrado
Cell Phone: (741) 242-0053

Italian-Americans have 
been among the most 
law-abiding citizens of the 
United States. Italians came 
to this country legally and 
demonstrated pride in learn-
ing the English language and 
gaining American citizen-
ship. They worked hard, and 
they didn’t become depen-
dent on taxpayers and on the 
government for welfare ben-
efits. Italian Americans be-
lieved in and supported both 
public and private education 
and encouraged their chil-
dren to attend schools and 
universities.

Certain advantaged and 
powerful elite groups felt 
threaten by and jealous of 
these hardworking and am-
bitious newcomers.  Elite 
groups sought unjust ways to 
repress and exploit the new-
comers. They used various 
tactics to demonize and ex-
clude Italians. But all efforts 
to repress and destroy Italian 
Americans have failed due in 
large part to the fact that this 
country is a nation of laws, 
not of privileged individuals.

Indeed, the Italian Amer-
icans had certain impartial 
and powerful laws on their 
side, which protected and 
continue to protect legal 
rights. The first ten amend-
ments of the United States 
Constitution are known as 
the Bill of Rights. They pro-
mulgate rights and due pro-
cess in trying criminal and 
civil cases. The amendments 
prohibit high-handed and 
arbitrary actions as un-Con-

stitutional. These laws have 
advanced democracy and 
justice for generations of le-
gal immigrants. 

When a violation of a Con-
stitutional right or due pro-
cess occurs in a lower court, 
the verdict or judgment may 
by appealed up to the Su-
preme Court of the United 
States. This country has an 
independent judicial system 
that has the power to limit 
Congress and the President 
if they exceed their Constitu-
tional authority. Americans 
have liberties or rights that 
cannot be denied to them. 

It is essential for all Amer-
icans to understand the Unit-
ed States Constitution and 
the courts. There are courts 
to serve every American in 
every state, county, or city. 
Some of these are state courts 
others are federal. They have 
general or specific jurisdic-
tions. The courts hear unique 
cases and use precedent to 
make rulings, but judges also 
have discretionary authority 
to see that justice is done. 

The study of the law is 
a noble endeavor. Many 
people make their living in 
assisting others to file com-
plaints or claims. There are 
various branches of law, 
such as criminal law, busi-
ness law, administrative law, 
family law, intellectual prop-
erty law, labor law, maritime 
law, and international law.  A 
good knowledge of law will 
greatly increase a person’s 
confidence and ability to ne-
gotiate.

The Mariposa Courthouse was built in 1854. Its vaults contain price-
less documents pertaining to the history of the area. Mariposa, Cali-
fornia, was once a thriving gold mining town. 

LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: 559-592-5466
 rteelee@aol.com

   
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: 909-557-4585

hanklowinger@yahoo.com
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Buon Natale (Merry Christmas) from our lodge to yours!! We enjoyed our Christmas dinner on Sunday, 
December 8th at Cascada’s in El Dorado Hills.  The lodge provides the appetizers and dessert. An orna-
ment gift exchange has also been a fun tradition. Wishing you all a very Happy New Year!!

Gold Country Lodge #2705
El Dorado Hills, CA

by Tami Welch

Greetings from Petaluma!
Got the fireplace going, 

trying to keep warm.  We 
really are having a wet and 
cold winter.  It’s a good time 
to get families together, get 
those chestnuts roasting and 
spending precious time to-
gether.  

I hope that all of you had 
a wonderful Christmas hol-
iday with your loved ones 
surrounding you and thank-
ing God for all we have.  
Having a wonderful dinner 
gathering together, sharing 
love.  We sure need that at 
this time.

With that, comes my wish-
es for you in the New Year.  
May you and your families 
have a year full of happiness, 
love, good health and joy.  
Thank you too, for all your 
friendship this past year and 
I look forward to next year 
with all of you.

We had a wonderful po-
lenta/stew dinner with so 
many members and their 
guests in attendance.  The 
cooks did an excellent job, so 
our thanks to them and to all 
the members who helped in 
any way.  

We had two young men 
who represented The Hatch-
ery who spoke to the Group.  
They gave good information 
for the members.

We did not hold a meet-
ing, as we never do in De-
cember; however, we did 
hold the Monthly raffle for 
three meetings.  I will give 
you their names in the next 
edition. Unfortunately, as I 
have aged, I forgot who they 
were.

Coming up is our All You 
Can Eat Crab Feed, which 
will be held February 8th.  
Menu: pasta, all you can eat 
crab, shredded lettuce and 
dressing to go with your crab 
if desired, dessert, wine and 
coffee.  Cost: $50.  Reserva-
tions are a must, so call Ernie 
- 707-585-2928.

Regular Dinner/Meeting 
- February 13th - Reserva-
tions with Carol - 559-3119.

The Board has decided to 
have many activities going 
on this new year, so plan to 
attend and support our Pres-
ident.  Without you there is 
no Lodge.

Get well wishes to those 
who are ill, Happy Birthday 
and Happy Anniversary to 
those celebrating this month.    

God bless our service peo-
ple, the homeless, victims of 
crimes and most importantly, 
God bless America.

Remember to be nice to 
someone, you will always 
get it back in return.
Ciao,
Louise Vicino

 Cesare 
Battisti

Lodge #1815
Petaluma, CA

by Louise Vicino In Italy the partaking 
of good food is a celebra-
tion---and the Vallejo Lodges 
have certainly been celebrat-
ing. On Saturday, November 
16th, a very large crowd sa-
vored a polenta & stew din-
ner. There is no denying its 
deliciousness on a chilly Fall 
evening. Kudos to the Kitch-
en Crew of Marlene Parr, 
Laverta Harris, Ray Airoldi, 
Katelynn Clemens and Chris 
Over. Our State President, 
John Costa, volunteered to 
take the oar and stir. Dinner 
Chairperson was Jessica Ray.

Saturday, December 7th, 
was our traditional din-
ner of roast beef and ravioli 
adorned with Rick Branch’s 
special meat sauce. Joining 
him in the kitchen were John 
Costa, Glen Rushing, Steve 
Branch and Donna Branch. A 
smaller but very appreciate 
room full of diners.

Helping Others is always 
appreciated, and the Vallejo 
Lodges donated several box-
es of needed and requested 
food items to the food lock-
er of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society of St. Basil’s Church. 
Items were collected at our 
yearly Food Drive starting 
in November and Chaired 
by Rick Silveira. The Lodg-
es have received a heartfelt 
thank you letter for our do-
nation.

Thank You, Thank You….
from UC Davis Alzheimer’s 
Research. On Tuesday, De-
cember 10th, the money 
raised from our yearly Wine 
Tasting & Silent Auction 
Event was presented at their 
Walnut Creek facility. At-
tending the presentation our 
State President John Costa, 
our Lodge Presidents Pamela 
& Ray Bini, Ruth Costa, Rick 
Branch, Glen Rushing, Elaine 
Quillin and Esther & Fred 
Asche. The Vallejo Lodges 
are their longest most con-
tinuous supporter and they 
always make us feel beyond 
appreciated for our contribu-
tions. 

Tie On Those Bibs…and 
come join us on Saturday, 
January 18th for our Crab 
Feed. Tickets only $45.00. Ad-
vance Sale Only – call Pamela 
Bini 567-2938. All you can eat 
crab, exceptional pasta, gar-
den salad, garlic bread. Door 
prizes, raffle, money board. 
Libations at 5 p.m. Dinner 
6:30. Promises to be a fun and 
delectable evening.

Felice Anno Nuova. 
Augurandoti tutte le cosa 
buone 2020!

Vallejo
Lodges

by Sharon Silveira
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Youth Committee
by Brian Watson

Saluti Fratelli e Sorelle,
Felice Nuovo Anno! I hope 

everyone enjoyed a joyous 
holiday season this year. Last 
month I talked about posting 
youth pictures on the Grand 
Lodge website and I have 
gotten a couple responses so 
far. If anyone has pictures of 
the youth either at conven-
tion or at your local lodge I 
would love a copy of them 
to add to the site. If they are 
pictures from 20 yours ago or 
from your last lodge meeting 
we would love to see them 
all. If anyone has pictures of 
youth events please email 
them to me with a short de-
scription of the event, when it 
was and who is pictured. My 
email is Pumbaa673@yahoo.
com you can also send them 
to osia.ca.webmaster@gmail.
com and please put youth 
pictures in the subject line. 

 Again, I am still planning 
on providing a free conven-
tion package for the youth 
members who would like to 
attend but we will need your 
help again. I am calling on all 
parents, grandparents, aunts 
and uncles to support the Lit-
tle Lion Program again.

The last time we were in 
the Bay Area I used the Go 
San Francisco pass that al-
lows entry to 25+ attractions 
for one price and we had a 
great time with it. Since Con-
cord is close to San Francis-
co I have been looking into 
these passes again. I noticed 
on the Go website that Six 
Flags Discovery Kingdom is 
also on the list. That would 
be a great theme parks for 
the kids to go to. Some of the 
other attractions included in 
the pass are, California Acad-
emy of Sciences, Madame 
Trussauds wax museum, 
Bridge to Bridge cruise, Rip-
ley’s Believe it or Not!, Al-
catraz Island, SF Museum of 
Modern Art, the Explorato-
rium, Aquarium of the Bay 
and many many more. Great 
thing about this is you can go 

to as many as you want while 
you have the pass. I am also 
looking into a Giants baseball 
game, if I have my dates right 
they finish a series with the 
Mets and start a series with 
the Dodgers while we are in 
town. Nothing is set in stone, 
I am just starting out my 
event planning at this point. 
If you are from the area I 
would love to hear from you 
with ideas for events also, no 
one knows better than those 
who are local to the conven-
tion city.

With a no cost convention 
youth package for the kids 
I am calling on everyone to 
please support the Little Lion 
Program either as an individ-
ual, as a lodge, or as both. I 
have again set up different 
levels of support for the pro-
gram. Those who donate over 
$100 will be part of the elite 
Platinum level, donations up 
to $100 are in the Gold level, 
up to $50 donations are silver 
level and the bronze level is 
up to $25.

 This is a great way to in-
vest in our youth and the 
future of our organization. 
For those of you who were at 
convention and saw the looks 
on the faces of our youth 
members could see how ex-
cited they were about being 
a part of the order and how 
they want to do more with 
their lodges and other youth 
members.

If you have a youth mem-
ber who would like to attend 
convention this year ask them 
what kind of things would be 
exciting for them to do and to 
learn about and call, email, 
text, or write me and let me 
know what’s on their minds.
Fraternally, 
Brian E. Watson
Youth Committee Chair
4308 North DeWitt ave
Fresno, Ca 93727
(559) 285-6934
Pumbaa673@yahoo.com 

By the time you receive 
this issue of the Il Leone, it 
will already be 2020! A time 
to rejuvenate ourselves for 
our own health and welfare. 
2019 was the first year that 
we’ve offered a dinner be-
fore ever meeting in order 
the attract more members. In 
addition to the usual Corned 
Beef and Cabbage for St. 
Patrick’s Day, BBQed ham-
burgers and hot dogs and a 
Polenta and Cacciatore din-
ner, we also served a Trippa 
dinner prepared by our own 
chef Pietro Quilici that was 
“out of this world”, as those 
in attendance put it. He also 
prepared a Lasagna dinner 
at our Toys for Tots meeting 
in November. Photos below 
include the presentation of 
the gifts for the children in 
San Mateo County to the lo-
cal Fire Station in San Carlos. 
Attracting more members 
(and guests) is still a work 
in progress. The Board has 
met to plan the activities in 
2020 which will be sent to 
the members and those who 
are on our mailing list (first 
class and electronic). We had 
a major change on our Board, 
as those who felt “burned 
out” decided not to continue. 
However, we are looking for-
ward to a new year with an-
ticipation and the implemen-
tation of our activities. There 
are also photos of the Colum-
bia Lodge Choir. 2019 marks 
the 47th year of providing a 
little happiness and joy to 
the residents of the assisted 
living facilities in San Mateo 
County. This year, the choir 
returned to Sunrise Assist-
ed Living in San Mateo and 
Burlingame and performed 
for the first time at Cadence 
in Millbrae.

So, on behalf of the offi-
cers and members of Colum-
bia Lodge #1940, I wish you 
and your families a Felice 
Anno Nuovo!

Joe

Columbia Lodge #1940
YEAR IN REVIEW

San Mateo, CA
by Joseph Simoni – President

Toys for Tots.

Choir.

Choir.
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Mazzini
(http://www.giuseppemazzini.org) 
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
www.sonsofitalysandiego.org
Las Vegas Lodge
www.sonsofitalylasvegas.com
sonsofitalylv@yahoo.com
Monterery Lodge
Facebook.com/Sons-of-Italy-
Monterey-Lodge
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Billini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
William Paca Lodge #1960
www.sonsofitalymountainview.org
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

 

“If you build it, they will 
come”, and so he did, and by 
God they came! Our Presi-
dent Joe LaPorta wanted to 
put on a golf tournament that 
would be for the benefit of 
our collective Western Fed-
eration Lodges! Wonderful 
idea, lots of work, incredible 
amount of work, especially if 
it’s your first tournament. 

But he pulled it off, with a 
lot of help from volunteers, 
and again tons of work. The 
tournament was a huge suc-
cess by any measurement! 
For a first time tournament, 
a major triumph. There were 
fifty golfers, not only from 
just our Lodge, but they also 
came from SIX DIFFERENT 
Lodges, to enjoy a beauti-
ful sunny warm day at the 
Indian Canyon Golf Resort, 
where the golfers played in 
the first ever Dolly Sinatra 
Open to benefit the Western 
Federation of Lodges.

And along with the tour-
nament Joe also organized a 
sumptuous Italian themed 
grand buffet, which had 66 
diners, and by every standard 
of dining was also memora-
ble and magnificent event. An 
epicurean delight!!!

There was also 34 tee sign 
sponsors, 13 of these tee spon-
sors were from other Lodges, 
and will be acknowledged 
later in this article.

The first place winners of 
the tournament were a team 
led by our own Guido Por-
tante and coming in second 
place was team Bobby Ar-
dralino. Congratulations to 
them, and all the players who 
made our first ever tourna-
ment such a success! Teams 
and players came all the way 
from the following cities; Ka-
lamath Falls, Oregon, Reno, 
Nev., Orange County, South 
Bay, Vallejo, and Fontana, the 
last four all from California. 
And a special thanks goes out 
to Andy Pampuro, Debbie at 
Sandgraphics and the gang at 
Il Leone, for running our ad 
for the months leading up to 
tournament.

No tournament of this 
magnitude can be solely done 
by one person, so it is vital 
that we thank among many, 
who contributed their time 
and effort to ensure the blow-
out winner of a tournament 
we had! Thus huge thanks to 
Rene “dancing” Troiano, Lau-
rie Tappero, Annette Bicer, 
JoAnne Gold and Diane Gira-
zian! You built the field, and 
they came….and THANKS!!!

I would imagine that do-
ing another tournament, next 
year might be in the offing, 
especially since Joe built the 
field, and why wouldn’t they 
come back, those amazing 
golfers that composed our 
tournament! And perhaps 
even bring friends, and when 
the rest of the lodges hear the 
news, hopefully even more 
will come to the field that Joe 
and friends built!!

Dolly Sinatra Lodge #2400
Palm Springs, CA

by Andy Casey

And these are the amazing 
“friends of the tournament 
from outside of our Lodge” 
who bought tee signage: 
Arlene Nunziati, Lynn Car-

olyn Murphy, Vera Girola-
mi, Barbara Wisnewski, Roy 
Vanoni, Sadie Tamburine, 
Saddle Back Lodge, Alice 
Bankhead, Camelia Colum-

bo Lodge, JoAnne Coccia, Da-
vid Lavezzari, Renaissance 
Lodge 2259, Manny Finnazo, 
John Costa and Watsonville 
Lodge 2016. Thanks and see 
you next year…
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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
As I peruse the room of 
gleeful gatherers...my ears 
are filled with the mirth of 
Christmas cheer.
So happy was this group that 
my heart sang along with 
their glee.

MARCH MADDNESS...  
MARCH DANCE
Keep you March Calendar 
open for the dinner dance.

GRATEFUL FOR
VOLUNTEERS 
So many of our dinner group 
pitch in to help...it is amaz-
ing...and secretly....much de-
pends on volunteers....John 
our Chef is very grateful for 
all those that help.
It takes a village!

HOSPITAL STAYS....
Recently we heard  Larry 
Lazzareschi was in for hip 
surgery....a little pain now, 
but wait until he is up and 
around and jumping with 
glee.  And wonder why he 
didn’t do it sooner!
Others are ill and or recov-
ering, I don’t know all the 
names but I know they are 
missed.
Our hearts and prayers go 
out to them.

ONE PIECE OF THE 
PUZZLE MISSING
It would be remiss not to 
mention the passing of our 
regular dinner guest, Domi-
nic Garamoni...passed away 
this past month...
Such a sense of humor and 
wit.  We were told that Dom 
“just loved Frank Sinatra”.... 
Keep his family and dear 
wife Donna in your prayers.

MY SIDE OF THE STORY...
It is my pleasure to work 
along side our Chef John 
Berger....he is simpatico ..
and puts together a meal we 
all love.

PICKING ONE OLIVE AT A 
TIME
To appreciate hand grown, 
picked and expressed ol-
ives...you have to spend a 
day picking olives....or ask 
John Albini if you can taste 
some of his delicious olive 
oil.
Which was used in our salad 
at the Christmas dinner!

HOLIDAY CHEER
Holidays over and a New 
Year begins...
Keep safe and healthy every-
one.
Remember to put the Third 
Tuesday of the Month on 
your calendars...SOI Din-
ner are where happy people 
meet!
Call Karen for reservations:
707-938-1295

Ciao

Valley of the Moon Lodge #1959
Sonoma, CA

by Susan Antonini
susanantoniniart@gmail.com

Leslie Fuller, Paul Grant and Karen Carroll mixing the Tom and 
Jerry Mix. 

Preston, John, Alina Serving the delicious Ham Dinner

Paul Grant and Karen. 

Paul Grant, Karen and Mike Caroll

Happy New Year to everyone! Make your resolution now, 
before it’s too late.

Last Month: We had an abbreviated meeting so that we 
could get to the hor d’oeuvres that were brought in by every-
one and to just shoot the breeze. A good time was had by all. 
The United Lodges of the Central San Joaquin Valley: No 
meeting until March of 2020; watch this space for more info.

The flu season is already up to a roaring start … get your 
shot ASAP; your friends will appreciate it.

This Month, Monday, January 20, 2020, will be at Luna’s in 
Clovis, as will the February 17 meeting; bring your appetites.

Another big “Hello” and “Ciao” to our friends in San Fran-
cisco! 

An old Italian proverb says: “La paura delle donne è alla 
base di una buona salute” …The fear of women is the basis of 
good health.

An old Italian wedding tradition is the gift of candy-coated 
Jordan Almonds, wrapped in tulle, delivered by the wedded 
couple as they greet their guests at the post-wedding feast; the 
bitter-sweet flavor represents the rigors of marriage. This cus-
tom allows each of the couple to introduce their mate to any 
otherwise unknown guest or relative, but, in small villages, 
and “unknown” is almost unknown. Italian is the official lan-
guage of Italy, and 93% of the Italian population are native Ital-
ian speakers. But, there are a number of dialects like Sardinian, 
Friulian, Neapolitan, Sicilian, Ligurian, Piedmontese, Venetian 
and Calabrian, spoken throughout the country. Natives also 
speak Bavarian, Catalan, Cimbrian, Corsican, Croatian, French, 
Greek, Slovenian, Milanese (in Milan) and Walser. Some mi-
norities speak German and Albanian. There are 34 languages 
widely spoken in Italy. 

An old Chinese proverb tells us that the best time to plant a 
tree was 20 years ago; the next best time is now; plant the acorn 
of an idea in your kids / grand-kids to apply for a scholarship 
by contacting Isabel Ronzano; national and state SoI scholar-
ships are also offered.

Join Us: If you have friends or family that are looking for 
good fellowship and a place to hang out on the third Monday 
of each month, invite them to join you at our meetings, 6:30 
PM, at Notre Dame Hall, 333 8th Street, at DeWitt Avenue. We 
feature short meetings, great companionship, and superb food. 
Our web site is http://rodolfovalentinolodge.com/.

RodolfoValentino
Lodge #1449

Clovis, CA
Carol Watson, President; 
Lou Catallo, Historian; 

(559) 299-2205 lcatallo@aol.com
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365 Fund Raiser - Winners
Oct. 16-31
 16 $25.00 Loretta Reis
 17 $25.00 Pam Stewart
 18 $25.00 Kathy Briano
 19 $25.00 Theresa Massetti
 20 $25.00 Louise Silacci 
 21 $25.00 Doris Hildreth 
 22 $25.00 Annette Porter
 23 $25.00 Sadie Tamburine
 24 $25.00 Paul Del Gosso
 25 $25.00 Rosetta Beyerdorf
 26 $25.00 Chris Hamzaeff
 27 $25.00 Nancy Quinn
 28 $25.00 Hayden Defaoli
 29 $25.00 Giiana Daramy
 30 $25.00 Shirley Firpo
 31 $50.00 Mike Caroll
Dec. 1-15
 1 $2500 Carol & Tony Varni
 2 $25.00 Maureenn Bianco
 3 $25.00 Lidia Bidinost
 4 $25.00 Steve Guthrie
 5 $25.00 Nancy Sparks
 6 $25.00 Edith DiGiuro
 7 $25.00 Bill & Betty Welch
 8 $25.00 Dorothy LaGonarsino
 9 $25.00 Joan Acquistapace
 10 $25.00 Paul Christin
 11 $25.00 Mary Lynn Hunt
 12 $25.00 Wiliam Murphy
 13 $25.00 Roy Varoni
 14 $500.00 Linda Abronzino
 15 $25.00 Susan Webb
 

365 Winners
In last month’s issue we made a terrible error 
saying that someone won $200 on the 25th of 
the month. This was not true. the person only 
won $25. The only time the prize is bigger is as 
follows:
Last day of the month - $50
Mother’s Day - $200
Father’s Day - $200
Christmas Day - $200
New Year’s Day - $200
and Columbus Day - $500
This is it, if you see something different once in 
a while it is wrong. 
We try our best not to make mistakes but it 
does happen and we do apologize if it causes 
any misunderstandings.

The United Lodges of 
Southern California kicked 
started the holiday season 
with its annual “Toys for 
Tots” Christmas Party.  The 
event took place at the Cen-
tinela Valley Lodge Hall in 
Torrance on Sunday, Decem-
ber 1st.

Presiding over the fes-
tivities was United Lodges 
President Hank Lowinger 
with the help of Chairperson 
Rosemarie Biagetti Vander-
haar. Attendance was down 
a little this year to illness 
of some of our members 
and family members, Those 
members and guests attend-
ing enjoyed the “feste” spir-
it just the same. The lodges 
attending were America, 
Anaheim, Centinela Valley, 
Joanne Coccia, La Cocta Dei 
Fiori, Pugliese, Saddleback 
Valley and West End. Toys 
filled the stage.  The Ma-
rines were suppose to be at 
the party to accept the toys 
but duty called; duty being 
at the Hollywood Christ-
masParade.  They received 
the toys the following week 
when they were invited to 
the Centinela Valley Lodge 
Christmas Party 

United Lodges of
Southern California

Christmas Party
by Rosemarie Biagetti Vanderhaar

Recording Secretary

State officers and com-
mittee chairs attending were 
Mark Vaona, State Orator, Al 
Trentini, State Treasurer, Da-
vid Lavezzari, State Finan-
cial Secretary, State Trustees 
of the South Manny Finaz-
zo and Hank Lowing. State 
Committee Chairpersons at-
tending, Rosemarie Biagetti 
Vanderhaar, Scholarship and 
Eva Lavezzari, Queen Con-
test.

The members and guest 
enjoyed a delicious meal pre-
pared by the Centinela Valley 
Lodge.A big and very special 
“GRAZIE” to President Steve 
Guthrie, Imed. Past President 
Annette Porter, Member Pat 
Porter, Vice President Bri-
anSinaguglia, Mark Vaona, 
David Lavezzari and Bob-
bi Guthrie for all their hard 
work in the kitchen, behind 
the bar and most of all, open-
ing their hall so we could 
have the party.  United Lodg-
es can’t thank the Centinela 
Valley enough for their fra-
ternalism and help in letting 
us use their hall.

Wishing everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and a Hap-
py and Healthy New Year.  
Stay well, be safe always.
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In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

Reproduced from the weekly "Mini Relax."
For a subscription "sies@siesnet.it"

Answers page 19

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

Lodge Anniversaries
Weed #1269 1/6/24
Cesare Battisti #1518 1/28/29
Virgilio #1586 1/4/21
BeatricePortinari #1626 1/2/22
NorthernSolano #2534 1/16/83 

Congratulations!!!
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2019 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

Il Leone Sponsors
2019-2020

Abronzino Family
Renee Adair
John Addo
Josephine Agosta
Anaheim Lodge
Genny Arieta 
Alice Bankhead
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
Zelda LeFrak Belleci 
Pamela Bini
Raymond Bini
Hilda Blay
Donna Branch
Rick Branch
Joy Bruno
Gianna Buldo
Judy Buldo
Susan Cahan
Mary Jane Cambria
David Carboni
In memory of Shirley Carboni
Karen Carroll
Mike Carroll
Andy Casey 
Columbia Lodge
Columbo Stella Lodge
Cornelia Vita Nuova Lodge
Donna Lee Costa
John Costa
Marlene D. Cristanelli
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge
In memory of Sandra Daniels 
Linda DePalma
Aldo DeRose
Pam DeRose
Diablo Valley Lodge
Edithe DiGiuro
Michael DiGiuro
Pat Dito
Pete Dito
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
Gabe Domenici
Mardell Domenici 
Eureka Lodge
Manny Finazzo
Father Adam Forno
Gloria Garibaldi
Judge Al Girolami

Vera Girolami
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge
Gold Country Lodge
Hanford Lodge
Dennis Hunt
Marilynn Hunt
Joanne Coccia Lodge
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
Mary LaBanca
Ron Latteri
Janet Leonardich
Mary Lotito
Carla Lotito Komar
Hank Lowinger
Richard Luzzi
Gian Marin
Maria Marin
Romano Marchetti
Bill Murphy
Lynn Murphy
Adeline Nettleton
Northern Solano Lodge
Arlene Nunziati 
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
Bennie Pardini
Florence Gurrieri Pardini
Frank Parisi
Maria Pignati
Ugo Pignati
Annette Porter
Privitera Famly Charitable 
Foundation 
Julie Querin
Renaissance Lodge
Pam Ricci
Hugh Ricci
Stella Riccio
Tony Ricevuto
Pauline Richmond
    In memory of Lee Richmond
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
Roseville Lodge
Al Rossi
Lillian Rossi
Sacramento Lodge
Saddleback Valley Lodge
Salinas Lodge
Lucille Seibel
Ted Seibel
Shasta Lodge

Louise Silacci
Rick Silveira
Sharon Silveira
Brianna Simon
Peggy Soletti
St. Helena Lodge
Sadie Tamburine
Sid Tamburine
John Tedesco
Pam Tedesco
Elaine Teixeira
Anthony Tesoriere
Louise Tesoriere
The Silva Family
Jan Richmond Trigleth
Ukiah Lodge
Debbie Ure
Valley of the Moon Lodge
Roy Vanoni
Yvonne Vanoni
Marilyn Vecchio
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge
Virgilio Lodge
Carol Watson
Watsonville Lodge
Ann Wendel
West End Lodge
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski 
Marco Zonni
Nina Zonni

“Sponsors” are members, lodges, or friends, who have generously contributed $25.00   (or more) per year to help 
pay for the cost of producing, printing, and the distribution of our “IL LEONE” Newspaper. For more information 
about becoming an “IL LEONE” Sponsor, contact Andy Pampuro, Editor, at (949) 855-4279, or our 
Grand Lodge Office at (415) 586-1316.

Winner Every
Day Raffle

1.  Purchase a Winner Every Day Raffle ticket for $25. If 
your lodge does not have any, you can order some 
through the Grand Lodge.

2.  Mail your ticket stub and check to the Grand Lodge 
of California, 5051 Mission St., San Francisco, CA  
94112

3.  Once received, your ticket goes into the ticket drum.  
4.  Tickets are drawn every two weeks, until the end of 

2019, one   ticket for each of those days.  If you are a 
winner, a check for $25. will be mailed to you.  Win-
ners names are also listed in the most current issue 
of the Il Leone newspaper.

5.  Your ticket is put back into the drum for all future 
drawings.

6.  There are several days throughout the year that 
have a higher     dollar amount.   Those days are list-
ed on the back of each ticket.

It’s that easy!! 
You have a great chance of winning 

more than one time!! 
And a chance at the Grand Prize!

Make checks payable to:
Grand Lodge of California      

If you have any other questions,
please contact

            The Grand Lodge of CA (415)586-1316
           E-mail: sonsofitalyca@aol.com

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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I'm an Italian American
I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 

Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.
I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 

My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 
My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of Dante, and 

the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of Illinois, colo-
nizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of

man was written into the Bill of Rights.
I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.
I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.

I am Alessandro Malaspina.
I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.

I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,

I am John Basilone of New Jersey.
I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 

and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,

the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.

I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has dedicated 

me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it.

I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.
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LODGE DIRECTORY
AMERICA

LODGE No. 1609
Anniv. Nov. 20, 1931

LA HABRA
PRES. LINDA ENNEMAN

c/o Linda Enneman 
641 S. Gilbert St.

Anaheim, CA 92804
Phone: (714) 309-6112

Email:  llee1975@aol.com 
Rec. Sec. Tina Forte
16008 Ocean Ave.
 Whittier, CA 90604

Phone: (562) 943-6670
Email: tna4tay@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Sun. 1:30 p.m.
101 West La Habra Blvd.

La Habra, CA 90631

ANAHEIM
LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. EVA LAVEZZARI

6797 Reefton Ave.
Cypress, CA 90630

Phone (714) 501-8134
Email: Stringina@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808

Phone: (714) 469-1020
Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meeting 1st. Wed. 7:30 p.m.

NOT EVERY MONTH
Contact 

President Eva Lavezzari
or Rec. Sec. Fran D’Errico

for more details of date 
and place

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
28 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590
128 Nalisty Dr.

Vallejo, CA  94590
Phone:  (707) 552-7474
Email: porterbini@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Penny Bellotti

Vallejo, CA 94590
Phone:  (707) 337-937

Email: PSBellotti@comcast. 
net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: ospires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. CAROL ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969
Email: c_espo@att.net

Rec. Secty. Pam Bustos
1859 Chaparral Dr

Pittsburg, CA 94565
Discovery Bay, CA 94505
Phone: (925) 427-4045

Email: pam.bustos2136@
gmail.com

Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center

415 W. 2nd Street
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES. STEVE GUTHRIE
1152 E. 1st St. #201

Long Beach, CA 90802
Phone: (310) 483-4383

Email: stvegut@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES: Ernie Giono
50 Circulo Puerto

Rohnert Park, CA 94928
Phone:   (707) 585-2928

Email: erng1624@aol.com
Rec.Secty. Anna Biggio

125 Rogue Moraes
Mill Valley, CA 94941

Phone: (415) 388.1998
Email: sonoioann@gmail.

com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 6:30 pm

Petaluma Community 
Center

(Lucchesi Park)
320 N. McDowell Blvd.
Petaluma, CA 94954

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. JOE SIMONI
 9 12th Ave. 

San Mateo, CA 94402
Phone: (650) 349-7979

Email: jsimoni2000@gamil.
com

Rec. Secty. Angie Fanucchi
3721 Wilshire Ave.

San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 228-6013

Email: angsm42@gmail.com
Meets 4th  Tues. 7:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall 
1159 Bush St. 

San Carlos, CA 94070

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO GALLEGOS
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 251-5992
Rec Secty Steven Barra

850 W. Jensen
Fresno, CA 93706

Phone: (559) 974-2345
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

American Legion Hall
3509 North First St.
Fresno, CA 93721

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. ANGELA SILVA

1301 Williams Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Phone:  (650) 291-3595
Email: angelamsilva_2008@yahoo.com

Rec. Secty. Carla Silva
1301 Williams Ave.

San Bruno, CA 94066
Phone:  (415) 308-8254

No information on meeting 
place

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty.  Paul Romero

12410 Westridge Dr. 
Reno, NV 89511

Phone (775) 772-5476
Email: paul@redstonenv.

com
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral
310 W 2nd St.

Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LINDA PARENT TASCA
4014 Lynwood Ct.

Concord, CA 94519
Phone:  (925) 825-2560

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Dr.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. RON MANNA
9018 Guava Ave.

     Hesperia, CA 92345
Phone: (760) 218-7972

Email:sgt247@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Minnie Lopez-Baffo
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (626) 422-0551

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Brookdale at Apple Valley
11825 Apple Valley Rd. 
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOSEPH LAPORTA 
1536 Enclave way

Palm Springs CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.rr.com
Rec. Sec.  Julia D’Elia
    2060 Rochelle Road

    Palm Springs, CA 92262
   Phone: 760 333-5794

Email: 
Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. LARRY ROMANAZZI
1150 N.Rossmoor Ct.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: (559) 733-1461

Email: larry@msrcpa.com
Rec. Secty.Pam Buldo

 Phone: (559) 799-8697
Email: pjbuldo@aol.com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. JOHN SALIZZONI
P.O. Box 3131

Eureka, CA  95502-3131
Phone: (707)498-0774

EMAIL: eddie.alexander.
Rec. Secty. 

Phone: 
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

7th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. JAMES HILL
3196 Hawthorn St.

San Diego, Ca 92104
Phone:  (619) 280-5554
Rec. Secty. Sid Tamburine

1925 Circle Park Lane.
Encinitas, CA 92024

Phone:  (858) 537-9878
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 P.M.

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. MARIANNE CAMP-
BELL

Address: 1660 Medolla Dr. 
Sparks, NV 89434

Phone: (775) 560-8199
Email: mnc0107@

sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Monica Domini

4790 Caughlin Parkway #502
Reno, NV 89519

Phone:  (775) 843-3733
Email: monicadomini@gmail.

com
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. ANTHONY SCOTCH
3225 Stonehurst Dr.

El Dorado Hills,CA 95762
Phone: (916) 425-3330

Email:agscotch@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Bev Scotch

3225 Stonehurst Dr. 
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Email: bevscotch@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave

La Puente, CA 91744
Phone:(626) 261-2879

Email: bverdo@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
2520 Summershade Dr.

La Habra 90631 
Phone: (562) 400-9663
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 8 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. LOUISE SILACCI
13579 Francisco Dr. 
Hanford, CA 93230

Phone: (559) 639-9800
Email:  silaccilu@gmail.

com
Rec.Secty. Brittney Little

1203 Mary St.
Hanford,CA 93230

Phone # 559-380-6411
Email: little08@mail.fres-

nostate.edu
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 822-8740
Email: pffin@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci
522 E. Lugonia, Apt A
Redlands, CA 92374

Phone: (909) 855-5437
Email: michaelynn66@live.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL PROVENZA
7900 Calle Oliva 

Carlsbad, CA 92009
Phone: 760-634-2029

Email:sprovenza@aol.com
Rec Secty. Dan Gizzo 

P.O. Box 9718
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 

92067
Phone: (858) 461-4069
dangizzo@hotmail.com
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Johns Catholic Church
1001 Encinitas Blvd
Encinitas, CA 92024

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. MARY MICELI
1417 Santa Paula Dr. 
Modesto, CA 93555

Phone: (209) 527-5818
Email: marymiceli49@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Antonella Turchetti

2604 Fiedier Way
Modesto, CA 95355

Phone: (209} 51-5987 
Email: camogli@sonic.net

Meets 2nd Fri. 5:30 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church
617 W. Orangeburg Ave. 

Modesto, CA

MONTEREY
LODGE No. 2003

Anniv. Feb. 5, 1950
MONTEREY

PRES. KEN CUNEO    
1113 Buena Vista Ave

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
Email: kencun17@icloud.

com
Rec. Secty. Tom Mancini

8 Valencia Ct. 
Seaside, CA 93955

Phone: (831) 394-6480
Email: tmancini@sbcglobal.

net
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:00 p.m.

Black Bear Diner 
2540 N. Fremont St.
Monterey, CA 93942

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 255-5242

Email: am.graeber@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Kim Enzensperger

850 W. Watmaugh Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Meets 4th Mon. 6:30 p.m.
Meets Napa Senior Center 

1501 Jefferson
Napa, CA 9459
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LODGE DIRECTORY
WEST END

LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. Lucille Seibel
9063 La Grande St

Alta Loma CA 91701
Phone: (909) 987-5828

Email: nonnalou9@gmail.
com

Rec. Secty Robin Sindicich
1751 Partridge Ave.
Upland, CA 91784

Phone (909) 949-1387
Email: robinsin@earthlink.net

 Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,

Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

WILLIAM PACA
LODGE No. 1960

Anniv. May 25, 1947
MOUNTAIN VIEW

PRES.GLORIA RAVETTO
738 Dona Ave 

Sunnyvale, CA 94087
Phone: (408) 736-1087

Email: gloriaravetto@gmail.
com

Rec. Secty. Peggy Ludwico
1111Morse Ave. #171
Sunnyvale, CA 94089

Phone: (408) 745-1775
Email: peggy9374@aol.com
Meets 2nd  Wed. 6:00 p.m.

SFV Hall
361 Villa Street

Mountain View, CA 94040

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES. MARK ROSSI 
4540 St. Andrews Ct.
Fairfield, CA 94534

Phone: (209) 404-0692
Email: mercatoman1@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PARADISO
LODGE No. 2743

Anniv. July 10, 1999
PARADISE

PRES. WANDA TESSARO
14170 Wingate Circle
Magalia, CA 95954

Phone: (530) 762-1011
Cell:(530) 354-4239

Email: jwtessaro@sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. 

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES: MARY JANE CAMBRIA
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Phone: (714) 749-7777

Email: maryjane@mjcambria.com
Rec. Secty. Denise Meinhardt

1324 Rickey Ave
Anaheim, CA 92802

Email: dmeiny@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Wed. 7 p.m.

First Presbyterian Church
Geneva Room

146 N. Grand Street
Orange, CA 92866

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

4308 N. Dewitt Ave 
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 906-3721
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. LARRY DUTTO
1804 South Tamarack 

Visalia,CA 93277
Phone: (559) 901-4683
Email: louis.benedetti@

yahoo.com 
Rec.Secty. Kathryn Gomes 

2667 Clarete St. 
Tulare, CA 93274

Phone: (559) 331-0025
Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.

International Agri-
Centre-Social Hall

4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Marcia Ceciliot
31 Clancy CT

Phone: (916) 316-0123
Email: SonsofItalyRoseville@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
 106 Sutter Ave.

 Roseville, CA 95678

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. DAN MARINELLI
340 Cabot Court

Granite Bay, CA 95746
Phone: (916) 698-2928
Email: dan.r.marinelli@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Abbie Baroni

2249 Tulip Way
Sacramento, CA 95821
Phone:  (916) 925-8758
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: (909) 557-4585
E-mail: hanklowinger@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday  6:00 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SALINAS
LODGE No. 2082

Anniv. Mar. 8, 1959
SALINAS

PRES. PAMELA DE ROSE
541 Belmont Dr.

Salinas, CA 93901
Phone (831) 757-6843

Rec. Secty. Lillian Filice
29 Alameda Place
Salinas, CA 93901

Phone:  (831) 758-0449
Mets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.

Madonna Del Sasso Parish
320 E. Laurel Dr.

Salinas, CA 93906

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480
Rec. Secty. Sue Tunstall

115 Brooktrail Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 570-7779

Email: sinamon219@att.net
Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.

 Brookwood Mobile Estates
7000 Montecito Blvd.

(Mobile Park)
 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. JIM NOBILI
2391 Cumberland Dr. 
Redding, CA 96001

Phone: (530) 243-4127
Email: rjnobili@sbcglobal.

net
Rec Secty. Sharon Roberts
1767 Capistrano Walk

Redding, CA 96003
Phone: (530) 221-0720
email: jimandsharon@

charter.net
Meets 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Keely Dodd
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: (707) 251-9558
Email: keelejo@hotmail.

com
Meets 1st Wed. 7:00 p.m.

Native Sons Hall
1313 Spring Street

St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES: GARY DOGALI
P. O. Box 53

Redwood Valley, CA 95470
Phone (707) 485-8233

Email: sdogali@outlook.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Lynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: ml_laviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727PDG@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll

P.O. Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone: (707) 938-1295
Email: karenecar@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. MICHAEL SMITH
1020 Lori Drive

Chico, CA 95972
Phone:  (530) 682-5641

Email: vettemikie@sbcglobal.
net

Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo
16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 519-2974
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
2775 Nord Avenue
Chico, CA 95973

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. RAY BINI
28 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Phone: (707) 699-3751
Email: Raymond.Bini@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 486-2948
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 8:00 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

479 McDonald Rd.
Aptos, CA 95003

Phone: (831) 210-9577
Email: kcpres@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. RICHARD NEGRO                                                                                         
 Address: 17417 Jackrabbit 

Road Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: 530-938-3079
Email: italianmomo@

outlook.com 
Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti

P. O. Box 130
Weed, CA 96094 

Phone: (530) 938-2881
Email: sole@cot.net

Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Sons of Italy Memorial Hall

155 Clay Street
Weed, CA 96094

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
 


