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My Dear Brothers and Sis-
ters in OSDIA, 

	We survived 2020 – per-
haps not without illness, suf-
fering and loss, and perhaps 
not as we had planned.  But 
survive it we did and with a 
willingness to continue being 
on this earth with the hope 
that we will serve one another 
humbly with Fraternalism.

This month, June 2021 will 
be the end of my two-year 
term as your State 2nd Vice 
President.  It has been a chal-
lenging two years keeping 
in touch and communicat-
ing with the Lodges. I want 
to thank the Lodges for their 
support and keeping me in-
formed of their lodge activ-
ities.  I am honored and so 
humbled to be able to share 
this portion of my life and 
the influence it has had on 
my personal involvement 
in OSDIA.  I will always be 
grateful for the opportunity 
to serve as a State Officer of 
OSDIA.	

June is also the month for 
State Convention.  The con-
vention may not be exactly as 
we had in the past.  Pandem-
ic regulations have required 
a virtual meeting.  Members 
gathering to listen to good 
speakers and sharing the joy 
of Fun Night, this year will 
not happen.  But the business 
necessary for a state conven-
tion can and will be done. 
Dedicated members willing 
to take the challenge of a state 
office are needed. There is 
much to be done in the next 
two years, and all members 
are needed.  I encourage you 
to consider serving as a state 
officer.

	Accepting the challenge of 
being a state officer takes time 
and commitment.  A thorough 
understanding of the work/
operation and bylaws of the 

Can you believe it is June 
and our Convention will be 
at the end of the month?  I’m 
looking forward to seeing 
many of you on Zoom.  Al-
though the Convention will 
be different this year, we 
plan to get work completed.  
If you have any questions 
on the Convention, don’t be 
afraid to ask.  We will get the 
answer to you.

I know it has been a hard 
year for everyone, but we 
know that the need for do-
nations has increased as the 
fundraising has decreased.  
Please, if you can see your 
way clear, donate to one of 
the charities or scholarships 
through the Grand Lodge at 
Convention.

I hope many of you sent 
emails to the New York 
City Mayor DeBlasio.  It is a 
shame that an Italian Amer-
ican led the removal of the 
Columbus Day holiday in 
the New York City Schools.  
Chancellor Ross Porter, who 
is not of Italian descent could 
possibly be excused but there 
is no excuse for the Mayor.

We in the California 
Grand Lodge have a Colum-
bus statue that was removed 
from its public spot in San 
Diego.  Our Grand Lodge 
worked to get it gifted to 
the Fratellanza Garibaldina 
Lodge in San Diego.  The 
Lodge would find a place, 
on private property, where 
it could be shared with oth-
ers of Italian heritage.  I hope 
when you are reading this 
that it was a successful en-
deavor.  Thank you to Pres-
ident, Sal Denero, for bring-
ing it to our attention so we 
could get the word to all the 
local Lodges as well as the 
National CSJ and the Con-
ference of Presidents.  We 
will not be ignored.  We will 
speak with one voice if you 

This is my last article since will 
not be running for another state 
office. I have enjoyed serving as 
your third Vice President and 
wish my replacement the best 
of luck. I’d like to thank every-
one for their support during my 
tenure. Happy Father’s Day to all 
the dads. Hope you’ve enjoyed 
my trivia articles. Love, Sadie 
1. Italy has three active volca-
noes: Vesuvius, Etna, and Strom-
boli. 
2. Italy is often called the Bel 
Paese, which mean beautiful 
country. 
3. Italy is home to the largest 
number of UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites – more than 40. 
4. Italy has 20 regions and 6 is-
lands. 
5. Italy speaks a national lan-
guage, which was based on the 
Tuscan dialect, but each region 
still speaks its own dialect. 
6. The Vatican is a separate sov-
ereign nation, its own country. 
7. Italy is slightly larger than Ar-
izona. 
8. The thermometer is an Italian 
invention. 
9. The piano hails from Italy. 
10. With almost 40 million visi-
tors, Italy is the fourth most vis-
ited country in the world. 
11. The average Italian consumes 
26 gallons of wine a year. 
12. The typewriter is an Italian 
invention. 
13. Italy did not become a united 
country until 1861. 
14. The Italian Wolf is consid-
ered the national animal of Italy. 
15. Italy has over 3,000 muse-
ums. 
16. The national sport of Italy is 
soccer (known as football out-
side of America). 
17. Italy’s national dish is pasta. 

I know everyone is look-
ing forward to getting back to 
the “new normal”, attending 
meetings, cooking dinners, 
fundraising and attending 
celebrations. A lot of things 
we all have missed over the 
last almost 18 months.  Time 
is coming for this to happen, 
but we still have to be cau-
tious.  

	We are in the midst of cur-
rently planning our “ZOOM” 
State Convention; this will be 
new for all of us so please be 
patient. The plan is to take 
care of business in morning 
then our National 1st Vice 
President has asked to speak 
to the convention delegates; 
afterwards we will have in-
stallation of the new officers. 
This will take everyone’s co-
operation to achieve this but I 
have confidence in all of you.

 I hope everyone had a 
wonderful Mother’s day cel-
ebration. For many this was 
the first time to see our fam-
ilies” safely”.  The next cele-
bration is Father’s day. Again 
please everyone be careful. 

It is nice to see that many 
Lodges are slowly meeting 
again, even though things are 
different, it is always nice to 
see that smile behind a mask. 

	Was I able to accomplish 

all my goals that I set as your 
State President these past 2 
years? Personally I say” no” 
But who would have thought 
we would have to deal with 
a pandemic for the past 18 
months,  that closed down  
cities, states , an entire coun-
try and our world actual.  We 
have to stay positive and re-
cover stronger

	We have yet to find a re-
placement Office Manager, 
but our Recording Secretary 
is filling in. Once the lodges 
start having events and more 
help is required at the Grand 
lodge we will hire an Office 
Manager. Thanks again for 
the help and extra effort Lori!

This will be my last arti-
cle as your State President. I 
want to first thank all of my 
fellow Grand Lodge Offi-
cers and Committee Chairs. 
I appreciate all of your help 
during the past two years.  I 
also want to thank all of you, 
the members of our filial 
lodges for all of your hospi-
tality and kind words.

 I especially would like to 
thank the Grand Lodge 1st 
lady for putting up with me, 
not only these past two years 
but the past four years as 
your State President. Thank 
you Donna Lee!! If we were 
having our Convention in 
Anaheim (where it was sup-
posed to be) I would ask her 
“Donna Lee you just put up 
with the State president for 4 
years where are you going to 
go  now “-“Disneyland!!!”

Hang in there everyone. 
Vaccines are working, the 
numbers are showing this. 
We are going to beat this, and 
come back stronger than ever.

  Stay safe and healthy!!   
Yours Fraternally 

John Costa 
State President
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This paper that you have in 
your hands is our June issue. It 
is the last issue with a message 
from our State President and 
the three Vice Presidents. The 
next issue will be our July/
August issue which is usually 
the one where there are pic-
tures galore and a story about 
the convention. However, this 
year there will be no regular 
convention. We will be having 
a one day virtual convention 
and the paper will have pic-
tures of our newly elected State 
Officers from our new State 
President on down the line. If 
you are running for an office 
please send me an up to date 
photo so I may include it with 
the rest of the group. I was re-
ally surprised that the only one 
who put an ad in the paper 
was Barbara Wisniewski who 
is running for State President. 
Our State President and three 
Vice Presidents please remem-
ber that your monthly articles 
will start withthe September 
issue and I need them by the 
20th of each month. You are all 
adults and should be able to 
remember the 20th. Your coop-
eration will be greatly appreci-
ated.

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
by Andy Pampuro

The pandemic has really 
hurt the Il Leone since lodge 
were unable to hold regu-
lar meetings or social events. 
Therefore there were many less 
articles although some lodg-
es did write about different 
members who did outstand-
ing things during the pandem-
ic. With  everyone getting the 
vaccine shots things should be 
a lot better and we can return 
to a normal life. How I miss 
a  hug or kiss from my fellow 
members.

Grand Lodge officers and 
committee chairs please check 
your addresses and phone 
numbers in the paper and let 
us know if anything is wrong.

If you not getting the Il Le-
one  or wish to stop getting it 
please notify the Grand  Lodge 
office.

Just because we aren’t 
having a convention this year 
doesn’t mean we have to dis-
continue our yearly donations. 
The  various donations we 
make each year helps our vari-
ous charities so please continue 
with your donations.The list 
of Il Leone sponsors will  be 

erased with the next issue ex-
cept for a few who made recent 
donations. The cost to get on 
the sponsors list is $25 per per-
son per year. Make out your 
checks to Western Foundation 
and earmark it Il Leone.

Remember that when you 
send in an article to me also 
send a copy to Debbie at deb-
bie@sanddraphics.com.

As most of you know I 
have lost my ability to swallow 
and for the last year have been 
a a feeding tube which keeps 
me alive. I recently went for 
a swallowing test and failed 
miserably. I was told this was 
my life until I die. I took it very 
badly thinking I can never 
again taste my wife’s wonder-
ful cooking or better yet her 
cookies. I am still in a wheel-
chair but I have high hopes I 
will walk again. I go for ther-
apy every week and am doing 
okay,  I have two wonderful 
and  caring  care givers, my 
wife Louise and my caregiver 
Sylvia. God has got to reward 
them both. Louise and I will 
be married 71 years in  Octo-
ber. WOW!!!!!
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 Advice from the WHO
The World Health Organization (WHO) website has instructive videos showing 
how to wear a mask. They advise cleaning hands both before putting the mask on 
and after taking it off, not touching the mask, making sure it fits properly with-
out gaps, and removing it by the ear loops while leaning forward and avoiding 
any contact with the front of the mask. They cover proper storage and cleaning 
of re-usable masks, and they remind viewers that the mask alone will not guar-
antee protection, and people must still follow social distancing and handwash-
ing recommendations. They explain that prolonged use of masks does not cause 
CO2 intoxication or oxygen deficiency. This has been tested; despite the fears of 
some in the public, blood oxygen and CO2 levels are not affected by wearing 
masks. Masks should not be worn while exercising, because sweating can make 
the mask wet, which can interfere with breathing and promote the growth of 
microorganisms.

WEAR A MASK AND REMEMBER
SOCIAL DISTANTING

ATTENTION!!
THE IL LEONE

 NEEDS YOUR HELP
As you know with lodges not being able to hold meetings or events it 
has also effected the Il Leone.
We are asking those who are willing to view the newspaper on the web-
site only to contact the Grand Lodge and have your name taken off the 
mailing list.
We are trying to save on both the number of newspapers to be printed 
and also the ones being mailed.
We would really appreciate anyone who is willing to view on the web-
site only.

Thank You

order are necessary.  A will-
ingness to work together is 
necessary.  Open your mind 
and heart to listen and then 
ultimately act upon the chal-
lenge of becoming a state of-
ficer!

	The stability and exis-
tence, depends on ALL OF 
US. 

	I am looking forward to 
participating in our State 
Convention on June 26th 
with a positive and construc-
tive attitude; As well as con-
necting with and hearing in-
put from delegates thru out 
the States!

Fraternally yours

allow us to do so.  
When you bring issues to 

Tony Ricevuto, our CSJ Chair, 
you bring it to the Nation.  
We will all work together to 
resolve said issue.  Don’t try 
to do it on your own.  There is 
strength in numbers, and we 
have the numbers.

I hope you all have a safe 
summer, and we’ll get back 
to a form of normal come fall.

Till then
Fraternally
Barbara

18. Napoleon spent his first exile 
on the Italian island of Elba. 
19. The vespa scooter was in-
vented in Italy in 1946.
20. Italy has the most hotel 
rooms of any European nation. 
21. Everyday 3,000€ gets tossed 
into the Trevi Fountain. 
22. Italy’s national flower is the 
Lily. 
23. Sixty percent of the world’s 
art treasures are in Italy. 
24. Opera was created in Italy. 
25. Bubonic Plague killed one-
third of the Italian population in 
the 14th century. 
26. Italy has won the World Cup 
four times.

The name Italy comes 
from the word italia, meaning 
“calf land,” perhaps because 
the bull was a symbol of the 
Southern Italian tribes.[4]

Italy is approximately 
116,400 square miles (in-
cluding Sicily and Sardinia), 
which is slightly larger than 
Arizona.

The official name of Italy is 
the Italian Republic (Repub-
blica Italiana).

Italy is said to have more 
masterpieces per square mile 
than any other country in the 
world.

Almost four-fifths of Italy 
is either mountainous or hilly.

In 2007, a dog named 
Rocco discovered a truffle 
in Tuscany that weighed 3.3 
pounds. It sold at auction for 
$333,000 (USD), a world re-
cord for a truffle.
Italian Food Fact

Italians take their food 
very seriously.

Italians claim to have 
taught the rest of Europe how 
to cook. Italy is responsible 
for introducing the world to 
ice cream (via the Chinese), 
coffee, and fruit pies. In ad-
dition to Belgium and France, 
Italy also claims to have made 
the first French fries. The first 
Italian cookbook was written 
in 1474 by Bartolomeo Sicci.

The Italian wolf is Italy’s 
unofficial national animal and 
plays a large role in the leg-
end of the founding of Rome.

When McDonald’s opened 
in 1986 in Rome, food purists 
outside the restaurant gave 
away free spaghetti to remind 
people of their culinary heri-
tage.

Parmesan cheese originat-
ed in the area around Parma, 
Italy. Italians also created 
many other cheeses, includ-
ing gorgonzola, mozzarella, 
provolone, and ricotta. No 
one knows when the pizza 
was invented, but the people 
of Naples made it popular.[8]

The University of Rome is 
one of the world’s oldest uni-
versities and was founded by 
the Catholic Church in A.D. 
1303. Often called La Sapien-
za (“knowledge”), the Uni-
versity of Rome is also Eu-
rope’s largest university with 
150,000 students.

There are two independent 
states within Italy: the Repub-
lic of San Marino (25 square 
miles) and the Vatican City 
(just 108.7 acres).

Italy’s San Marino is the 
world’s oldest republic (A.D. 
301), has fewer than 30,000 cit-
izens, and holds the world’s 
oldest continuous constitu-
tion. Its citizens are called the 
Sammarinese.

Vatican City is the only 
nation in the world that can 
lock its own gates at night. It 
has its own phone company, 
radio, T.V. stations, money, 
and stamps. It even has its 
own army, the historic Swiss 
Guard.

Most of Italy’s natural flo-
ra and fauna has disappeared 
due to centuries of cultiva-
tion. Most of its natural wild-
life has also disappeared due 
to over-hunting.

Fun Facts

ATTENTION PLEASE
Please send all articles and photos to me. If you send them to Andy he has 
to then send them to me which can cause the paper to be delayed. You can 
also email me at debbie@sanddgraphics.com
Debbie Ure
22710 NE 88th St.
Vancouver, WA 98682  

I appreciate all your help.
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LIST OF UNITED 
LODGES

SAN MATEO COUNTY
BENNIE PARDINI
1400 Hopkins #101

Redwood City, CA 94062
Phone: (650) 367-8828

NORTH BAY
SHARON SILVEIRA

1818 Vervais Ave.
Vallejo, CA 94591

707 644-5304
ravioli_spaghetti@yahoo.com

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY
PAULINE RICHMOND

26248 Road 188
Exeter, CA 93221

Phone: 559-592-5466
 rteelee@aol.com

   
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: 909-557-4585

hanklowinger@yahoo.com

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!

SOCIAL MEDIA
Stay connected and follow the Grand Lodge on our social media 
platforms. Add us on Facebook at Order Sons and Daughters of Ita-
ly - Grand Lodge of California and follow us on Instagram @sonsof-
italy_ca. If your lodge is doing anything virtual (meetings, drive-th-
ru dinners, etc.) send us a picture and we would love to feature you! 
Furthermore, if you have any pictures engaging in any Italian cul-
ture-related activity like cooking, dancing, etc. please send them our 
way! We want to showcase our lodges and our incredible members, 
especially during this global pandemic. Lastly, let us know what 
you want to see more of on our social media profiles. We welcome 
your feedback! Please send all of your photos to: donnaferreira@att.
net
and marylucido.1@gmail.com. Thank you!

Hanford Lodge #1543
Hanford, CA

by Jackie Giacomazzi

Hanford Lodge Scholarship Recipients 2021:  Each member will receive a $1000.00 award from 
the Hanford Sons of Italy Memorial Scholarship Fund.

Chloe Scialo is a graduate of Hanford High 
School in Hanford and will be attending 
Cal State Fullerton in the Fall majoring in 
Business.  Her parents are Vincent and Kris-
ti Scialo.  Chloe has been a member of the 
Hanford Lodge since June, 2011.  Her schol-
arship award is in memory of Frankie Scia-
lo, her grandfather.

Gianna Fernandez is a graduate of Saint Francis 
High School in Mountain View, CA and will be 
attending Cal Poly San Luis Obispo in the Fall 
majoring in Business.   Her parents are Mark 
and Cara Fernandez of Saratoga, CA.  Gianna 
has been a member of the Hanford Lodge since 
April,  2003.  Her scholarship award is in memory 
of Fred Donald Giacomazzi, her grandfather, and 
Lilia Giacomazzi, her great-grandmother.

Cesare
Battisti

Lodge #1518
Petaluma, CA

by Ernie Giono  
 
Sisters and Brothers:
    Here we are in June of 
2021 already. But, If you look 
ahead, we are slowly win-
ning this fight against the 
pandemic.. More and more 
people are getting the vac-
cine and one day this virus 
will go the way of Small Pox, 
TB, Measles, Shingles and 
Polio etc. Let’s push for that.
    The governor says he 
wants to do away with the 
color tier system by mid June 
which just might advance us 
a little bit faster to being able 
to meet and greet by August, 
I hope. I know all of you are 
so tired of not being able to 
see your fellow sisters and 
brothers.
    I will miss the ‘in person’ 
convention this year as I do 
enjoy seeing all the members  
from all over our area. The 
convention will be virtual but 
that is not the same. I would 
much rather see and hug ev-
ery one in person but not this 
year.
    I have no idea where the 
2022 convention will be held 
but you can bet I will be there 
‘If the Good Lord is Willing 
and the Creeks don’t rise’, as 
someone very famous person 
once said (I can’t remember 
who)...
    Right now, my mind is 
filled with everything we 
need to do when we get to 
meet in August, I hope.
     I am also looking forward 
to sailing to Hawaii over 
Christmas and New Year. I go 
round trip out of San Fran-
cisco and I have this cruise 
planned to fit in between our 
lodge meetings in December 
and January so I won’t miss 
anything. You are welcome to 
join me, there is room.
    Remember to smile and be 
kind to lots of people today, 
even under your masks, and 
one day soon, lots of people 
will be smiling back at you 
without their masks.
    Be safe and God Bless you, 
our troops and God Bless 
America...
Ernie Giono
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Lodge Websites & 
E-mail Directory

Anaheim Lodge
www.anaheim2076.org
Beatrice Portinari Lodge
OSIAVallejo@yahoo.com
C. Colombo Lodge
www.soiccololmbo1315.com
Colombo-Stella Lodge
www.sonsofitalyfresno.org
sonsofitalyfresno@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Sons-Of-Italy-Fresno-Colombo-Stel-
la-1149
Columbia Lodge
columbia_1940@yahoo.com
www.sonsofitalysanmateo.com
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 
www.renosonsofitaly.org
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
www.dollysinatralodgeosia.org
info@dollysinatralodgeosia.org
Enrico Caruso Lodge
visaliasonsofitaly.club.officelive.om
Eureka Lodge
sonsofitalyeureka@gmail.com
Facebook.com/Order.Sons.of.Italy.Eureka
Fratellanza Garibaldina
www.osia1627.org
Giuseppe Verdi Lodge #1441
www.sonsofitaly1441.weebly.com
Grand Lodge of California
www.sonsofitalyca.org
Hacienda Lodge #2168
www.osiahaciendalodge.com
Hanford Lodge
csantagata916@gmail.com
Joanne Coccia Lodge
ociafontana.org
La Costa dei Fiori Lodge
www.sonsofitalysandiego.org
Napa Lodge
napasonsofitaly.org
Northern Solano Lodge
www.SOI2534.org
Pugliese Lodge
www.soipugliese1375.com
Renaissance Lodge
www.sonsofitalyca.org/renaissance
Renaissancelodge2259@yahoo.com
Rodolfo Valentino Lodge
www.rodolfovalentinolodge.com
Roma Lodge #1574
romalodge1573.org
romalodge@yahoo.com
Roseville Lodge
sonsofitalyroseville@gmail.com 
Saddleback Valley Lodge
www.saddlebackvalley2566.com
malfieri1@aol.com
Santa Rosa Lodge
www.santarosasonsofitaly.org
Shasta Lodge
www.reddingsonsofitaly.com
soishastalodge@charter.net
Vallejo Lodges
www.vallejosonsofitaly.org
Vincenzo Bellini Lodge #2519
www.sonsofitalychico.com
Watsonville Lodge #2016
www.sonsofitalywatsonville.org
sonsofitalywatsonville@yahoo.com
West End Lodge
www.sonsofitalywestend.org
If your lodge has an e-mail address 
or website and you would like to 
include it with the above list, please 
send it to me at apampuro@comline.
com.

         VOTE!	   VOTE!	 VOTE!
Pauline Terusa Richmond for the position 

of
State Vice President of the Central area.

Also, for National Delegate

Dedication, qualified, active & involved.
Over 45 years in the Order

Michael Renzo Micheli
Obituary,

Michael Renzo Micheli was born in Lucca, Italy on June, 8 
1933. He had 1 brother Francisco that was sent to Brazil to a 
Family Coffee plantation because he was not allowed in the 
US due to having Polio, while Michael and his Mother went to 
Ellis Island as immigrants. Michael reunited with his Brother 
in Brazil every so often.  Michael’s father went to France for 
work when he was a child and was offered to raise a farm in the 
US. In 1937 he moved to the United States with his mother and 
was Orphaned at age 5 after his mother’s death.  Michael grew 
up in St. Francis Orphanage in Watsonville, Ca and was raised 
by Monks until the age of 11. At the age of 17 he joined the 
US Navy and was sent off to the Korean war, His career in the 
Navy ended in 1950. Michael returned to Santa Cruz California 
where he met his first wife Josephine Costa. They had 3 chil-
dren, 1 daughter and 2 sons. He was a Master Baker and owned 
a couple Donut shops in the town of Santa Cruz. After his ca-
reer as a baker, he became a concrete mason and had his own 
concrete business until he got into the Mason union. He took 
pride in his work, family and health. The Monterey Bay Aquar-
ium and Soleadad Prison were a couple of the big concrete 
projects he prided in.  In the 1970’s Michael remarried Pauline 
Micheli. They moved from Santa Cruz to Magalia in Northern 
Ca. Michael was active in the Sons of Italy in Paradise, Ca and 
ran his own workout class at the Feather Canyon Senior center. 
Michael exercised daily most of his life. In 2019 his wife and he 
escaped the Paradise fire. The family feared that he didn’t make 
it out but found him. He was then relocated to Fortuna Califor-
nia on the Humboldt County Coast in an independent assist-
ed Living. Where He was near his family and had many visits 
form his children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.  On 
03/16/2021 Michael Renzo Micheli peacefully passed away at 
9:00pm in the evening with his son by his side. Michael was a 
loving human that made friends wherever he went. He could 
always say something witty to put a smile on someone’s face. 
Everyone who he has engaged with will remember him for the 
light he shined into their lives. He is survived by His Daughter 
Denise Jamison, Michael Michel Jr., Nicholas Micheli. Grand-
children: Joshua Jammison, Nathan Jamison, Layla Micheli, Mi-
calyn Micheli, Josi Micheli, Nicolas Micheli Jr. Zachari Micheli, 
Robert,  Kevin Stephani,  Carly Stephani- Rylie. Due to COVID 
19 we will resume funeral services in the summertime. One will 
be held in Fortuna, Ca and the other will be held in Santa Cruz, 
Ca.  If you plan to attend services, this summer in Northern 
Humboldt please call 907-203-9382. If you plan to attend the 
Services in Santa Cruz please call. 831-295-4756,

Rodolfo Valentino
Lodge #1449

Clovis, CA 
by Carol Watson, President 

Lou Catallo, Historian; (559) 299-2205 lcatallo@aol.com
To err is human; luckily, that is what we do best.
Sadly, we report on the passing of old friends: Frances Ric-

chiuti, a member since 1974, and Clara DeLuca, twelfth child 
of Ciriaco and Maria (Fasano) DeLuca. Ciriaco was an initiator 
for our lodge here in Clovis, and a charter member since 1927. 
Verona DeLuca, a longtime member, is a surviving sister. Clara 
was a graduate of Clovis High School (class of 1955) and Fres-
no State College. Frances was well known in the area for her 
cheerfulness and many charitable functions and contributions.

Although the world is almost returning to “normal” our 
lodge still has no word of when our meeting place (Notre Dame 
Hall) will be available for our use. Stay tuned, get your vacci-
nation(s), be happy.

Columbus introduced “corn”, or Indian maize, to Europe in 
the late 1400’s, but, before that, European corn was comprised 
of almost any grain, including farro (wheat), millet, barley, oats, 
spelt (wheat), etc. After the burning of Rome, Nero doubled 
the “corn” allotment for its’ citizens, meaning that they could 
consume more of the available grain mentioned above. Polenta 
(pulmentum, to the Romans), now made with Indian maize, 
was originally made of the grains then used by the Romans 
and included chickpea flour and ground chestnuts for its’ in-
gredients.

Barbara Wisniewski State 1st Vice President and Husband Ken

Wishing everyone a Happy Father’s Day
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ALMOST FOLKS!
June 15 our California Gover-
nor says we can remove our 
masks....is that a time for cel-
ebration?  Are we to be  cau-
tious?
Can we hug again? 
We will be able to resume our 
dinners?
Hopefully soon!

MISSING EACH ONE OF 
YOU!	
For sure WHEN we can be 
together again it will be a joy-
ous occasion!

JUST IN CASE...
Are you wondering..? I am 
no longer attached to Duolin-
go...It was over 2 years...
The words are in my head...
just not sure I can put them in 
order...go ahead and laugh!

TIES TO THE HOME LAND
S. Stino Di Livenza 1961
This time of isolation has 
caused me to think about 
the times I visited Italy...The 
first time was in 1961...every-
thing was as it was when my 
grandmother lived there...
over 60 years ago ,many of 
her relatives were still alive, 
her sister, brother, sister-in-
law,  and many cousins.  We 
visited them all!
The gas stations didn’t have 

rest rooms...when asked to 
use the restroom you were 
pointed to the back of the sta-
tion...yep!  
The pension we stayed in 
when traveling in our rented 
Fiat...had chamber pots un-
der the beds. 
When visiting  my Nonna’s 
brother, Dominic and his wife 
Genoeffa and his family...the 
kitchen table and a hutch  his 
son made in high school was 
the only furniture in the great 
room.
The water in the kitchen 
area was drawn with a hand 
pump.  
The outhouse was in the 
backyard...with two flat 
boards for your feet at each 
side of a hole in the ground. 
A surprise for me at age 17.
The bed had two parts...a 
straw mattress under the 
feather mattress, and a feath-
er comforter. We were cer-
tainly warm enough.
My nonna’s sister-in-law, 
Genoeffa,  would bring in 
coddled eggs for our break-
fast...my nonna had been 
away 50 years...she and I , 
both, had a little trouble eat-
ing the eggs...
The plucked chicken meant 
for dinner would hang over 
the kitchen sink to drain.
Our dinners had the whole 

Valley of the Moon Lodge #1959
Sonoma CA 

by Susan Antonini
susanantoniniart@gmail.com

chicken  including head and 
feet in the soup pot.  While 
we were eating my relatives 
would toss the bones on the 
tile floor for the cat. 
The bedroom I shared with 
my nonna had only an out-
side entrance...so wanting a 
short cut I would exit the low 
window nearest the kitchen 
door...one of the times I twist-
ed my knee.  That resulted in 
them taking me to a 
local person that ‘fixed’ peo-
ple.  She popped my leg...
and they wrapped it in an ace 
wrap.
She also chuckled at my 
shaved legs...at that time, la-
dies didn’t shave their legs...
actually neither did my dads 
sister. 
Thus when we visited the 
leaning tower in Pisa I was 
not able to climb the stairs to 
the bell tower...but I have a 
photo of my nonna standing 
by the bell.
When we visited one of my 
dads cousins that appeared 
to live in what we would call 
a “pickers cabin”...she went 
next door and borrowed a 
tray and glasses...and served 
us homemake wine.  She 
had red hair. Later when 
we went to Venice my dad 
picked her up to come along 
with us.  Even though Ven-

ice was probably less than 40 
miles from her home, most 
folks didn’t travel.  Most of 
those we visited at that time  
had only bicycles or Vespa’s.  
Only one of my dad’s cous-
ins had a Fiat, her husband 
worked in Saudi Arabia.
My mother outfitted me 
with wash and wear clothes 
for our trip.  One incident 
was a shrunken Koret outfit 
that Genoeffa washed at the 
artesian well next to a well 
worn wood table where she 
scrubbed the clothes. ...It ap-
peared to be the place where 
others washed their clothes 
as well.
While there we watched 
them harvest the sheaves 
of  wheat and toss them in 
the threshing machine,  The 
woman working in their 
dresses and hats or scarves 
on their heads.
Twice a day Dominic would 
bring the cow or ox out of the 
barn to the water trough.  
We watched them spray the 
grapes with oxen pulling the 
cart with the tank of  spray.
When we left my relatives 
I was grieved.  I fell in love 
with the people, and way of 
life and the many relatives 
we visited.
My next visit would be 40 
years later.

Italy: geography and land-
scape

Italy is a boot-shaped pen-
insula that juts out of south-
ern Europe into the Adriatic 
Sea, Tyrrhenian Sea, Medi-
terranean Sea and other wa-
ters. Its location has played 
an important role through-
out its history.

The sea surrounds Italy, and 
mountains crisscross the 
interior, dividing the land 
into regions. The Alps cut 
across the top of the country 
and are streaked with long, 
thin glacial lakes. From the 
western end of the Alps, 
the Apennines mountains 
stretch south down the en-
tire peninsula.

West of the Apennines are 
wooded hills that are home 
to many of Italy’s histor-
ic cities, including Rome. 
In the south are hot, dry 
coastlands and fertile plains 
where olives, almonds, figs 
and other crops are grown.

Italy’s beautiful nature

For 22 centuries, Italians and 
their ancestors have hunted 
wild animals, cleared fields 
and grazed livestock. As 
a result, forests that once 
covered large areas of the 
country are gone. But the 
country’s remote places still 
have wilderness largely un-
touched by humans. The 
lower slopes of Italy’s Alps 
remain covered with thick 
forests, and above these 
woodlands are meadows 
where specially adapted 
wildflowers bloom.

Amongst the amazing 
mammals found in Italy are 
the Eurasian lynx, Italian 
wolf, Roe deer and Etruscan 
shrew – the smallest land 
mammal in the world! Sad-
ly, however, human activi-
ty and habitat loss has put 
much of Italy’s awesome 
animals under threat. To 
help protect them, National 
Parks have been set up, such 
as Abruzzo National Park – 
the only place in the world 
where the critically endan-
gered Marsican brown bear 
can be found.

Throughout Italy, millions 
of beautiful birds stop to 
rest during their annual mi-
gration to Africa.

Italy
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To all members of the California
Grand Lodge of the Order Sons and
Daughters of Italy in America.
I am running for President of our
Grand Lodge for the term 2021
through 2023. Please reach out to me
with any questions you may have on
my qualifications or to submit any
suggestions on moving forward.

Faternally, Barbara

In support of all the men and
women who have been called

into military action.
You’re in our hearts, in our

thoughts, and in our prayers.

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
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2021 Scholarship Awards
Through the Western Foundation, Grand Lodge of California

Isabella Giambruno 
In Honor of  the Members of

Cristoforo Colombo Lodge 1534
3,000

Katherine Hodges
CAVA Family Trust Scholarship

2,500
(Mrs. Robert Cava)

Christina Paulazzo
Pete & Paula Uccelli Fdn 

Scholarship
2,500

(Paula Uccelli)   

Avery Grogan
In Memory ofCristoforo  Colom-

bo Lodge                                                           
No. 1534 Deceased Members

2,500

Sienna Jane
In Memory of Greg & Carol 

Amendola
2,000*

(Amendola Brothers)

Jeffery Verne
In Memory of Larry Peluso & 

Al Scali 
1,000

Anaheim Lodge No. 2076

Anthony Lipari 
In Memory of Anaheim Lodge 

No.2076   
1,000

Deceased Members 

Nicole Calentano
Mario Moro Memorial Schol-

arship
1,000 

(CarolMoro)

James Rancilio Showalter  
In Honor of Andy & Louise 

Pampuro
1,000

(Amendola Brothers)  

Jenna Ravizza
Terry Watson Memorial Schol-

arship
2,500

(Carol Watson)

Anthony Avansino                   
Trinchero Perpetual Scholarship                     

 $5,000

Aiden Tomasini 
  Ena Moresco Memorial                                  

3,000
(Charles & Anna Pedrazzini 

Fdn.)

Ryan Neighbors
In Memory of Dan & Adua 

D’Amico 
2,500

Morgan Fresch
Chris & Mary Lotito Athletic 

Scholarship
2,500   

(Mary Lotito)

Caroline De Sousa 
Chris & Mary Lotito Athletic 

Scholarship
2,500

(Mary Lotito)

No
Photo

Available
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Christian  Joseph  Smith
In Memory of Sid Tamburine 

1,000
(Sadie Tamburine)

Cassidy Lynn Horn
In Memory of  Elvira Siri

1,000
    (Beatrice Portinari Lodge No 

1626) 

Julian Hewitt
North Bay United Lodges

600   

Sicilia Oseguera
In Honor of Ed Malone

500
(Virgilio Lodge No. 1586)

Owen Ladinig
In Honor of Centinela Valley 

Lodge No. 1991
500

Members

2021 Scholarship Awards
Through the Western Foundation, Grand Lodge of California

Victoria Artale
In Honor of Hacienda Lodge 

No. 2168 Members 
500

*This year and in the future, this scholarship has been increased to $2,000.
 Due to the coronavirus pandemic, again this year there will be no

            Students to Italy Study Grants awarded

Napa Lodge #2043
Napa, CA

by Anna Graeber

Our scholarship recipients from 2020 were not in the Il Leone last year, thus, we would like to acknowledge them in this issue.  Our 
scholarship recipients for the 2021 school year will be featured next month as a few of the high school awards ceremonies have not 
taken place yet.

We are hoping to be able to meet in person once again after June.  It is of course wait and see.

Happy Father’s Day!
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Reproduced from the weekly "Mini Relax."
For a subscription "sies@siesnet.it"

Answers page 12

Lightning
by Stephen Contrado, B.A., Th.M. 

165 Nantasket Ave. # 9
Hull, MA 02045

© 2019 Stephen Contrado
Cell Phone: (741) 242-0053

2020 “IL LEONE” Sponsors

Alice Bakhead 
Beatrice Portinari Lodge 
Pam Bini
Ray Bini 
Donna Branch
Rick Branch
David Carboni
Karen Carroll
Michael Carroll
Columbia Lodge
John Costa
Donna Lee Costa
Cristoforo Colombo Lodge
Edith DiGiuro
Michael DiGiuro
Diablo Valley Lodge
Dolly Sinatra Lodge
Gabe Domenici
Manny Finazzo
Father Adam Forno
Gloria Garibaldi
Andy Ginocchio
Gwen Ginocchio
Grand Lodge of California
Joanne Coccia Lodge
Ron and Ashley Latteri
   In Memory of 

Please support the Il Leone and become a sponsor.

   Father John Mallow 
Ron and Ashley Latteri
   In Memory of
   Mirella Daria Brattessani
Zelda LeFrak-Belleci
Janey Malatesta Leonardich
Hank Lowinger
   In Memory of Sandra Daniels 
Richard Luzzi 
Debi Mistretta
Mick Mistretta
Giovanna Michalski
Bill Murphy
Lynn Murphy
Michael Navone
Andy Pampuro
Louise Pampuro
Bennie Pardini
Maria Fassio Pignati
Ugo Pignati
Annette Porter
Privitera Family
     Charitable Foundation
Phil Privitera
Pugliese Lodge
Pauline Richmond 
Hugh Ricci

Pam Ricci
Al  Rossi
Lillian Rossi
Lucille Seibel
Ted Seibel
Rick Silveira
Sharon Silveira
Shasta Lodge
Hugh Ricci
Pam Ricci
Elaine Teixeira
Anthony Tesoriere
Louise Tesoriere
Jan Trigleth
Michael S. Turrini
Debbie Ure
Valley of the Moon Lodge
Roy T. Vanoni
Marilyn Vecchio
Watsonville Lodge 
West End Lodge
Barbara Wisniewski
Ken Wisniewski
Mario Zonni
Nina Zonni

Since prehistoric times 
lightning has fascinated 
man. People have had many 
strange beliefs about it. It 
was often regarded with a 
religious awe. Jupiter, the 
supreme god of the Romans, 
was thought to hold lightning 
and hurl it across the sky and 
upon the earth. He used light-
ning bolts as a weapon. Light-
ning was the ultimate symbol 
of his power and authority.

Lightning is a gigantic 
spark of electricity accom-
panied by an emission of 
bright light. Tiny drops of 
water in a cloud become 
electrically charged as they 
move through the air. When 
the charge becomes large 
enough, the spark shoots 
from the cloud. Some clouds 
are charged positively, others 
negatively. The electrical cur-
rent jumps from one cloud to 
the other. The charge heats 
the air, and the air rushes out 
as an explosion. We hear the 
sound waves as thunder. 

Lightning excites our 
senses, and it arouses our 
emotions. Thunder sounds 
like grumbling and growling, 
and it frightens young chil-
dren. Some adults are very 
afraid of lightning and thun-
der too. Lightning can be a 
danger.

Lightning travels very 
fast at about 186,000 miles a 
second. Sound travels much 
more slowly. It takes thunder 
about 5 seconds to travel a 
mile. If you count 5 seconds 

after you see lightning, you’ll 
hear thunder if the lightning 
is a mile away. 

Some people think that 
jewelry, watches, metal ob-
jects, and cell phones can at-
tract lightning. But nothing 
attracts lightning. Lightning 
bolts hit tall buildings and 
structures and set them on 
fire. Lightning sometimes 
kills people and animals. It 
also causes wild land fires. 
If lightning strikes a home, 
it often finds its way in the 
plumbing. So lighting can 
strike a person when in the 
shower at home. It is best to 
avoid water during a light-
ning storm because water 
conducts electricity. At the 
beach, lifeguards tell bathers 
to get out of the water during 
thunderstorms. 

The lightning bolt can 
be a mile long. It can be 
100,000,000 volts. There are 
millions of volts of electricity 
in the several flashes in the 
sky. To protect homes and 
buildings against lightning a 
metal rod is placed at the top 
of the building that conducts 
electricity into the ground 
without damage to the build-
ing. The term “volt” used in 
the measurement of electrici-
ty is derived from the name of 
Alessandro Volta (1745-1827), 
an Italian physicist, chemist, 
and pioneer of electricity. He 
is credited as the inventor of 
the electric battery. 

The Italian word for light-
ning is “il fulmine.” 

Lightning.
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Lodge Anniversaries
Camelia Colombo #1294	 6/6/24
Enrico Caruso #1463	 6/11/24
Cristoforo Colombo #1534	 6/14/29
West End #2127	 6/10/62

Congratulations!!!

Roma Lodge # 1573
Tulare, CA

by Larry Dutto-President

Roma Lodge’s 85 Year Member! 
 Joe Signorelli Sr. joined the Order of Sons of Italy in America on 

April 25, 1936.  Yes, 1936!  Joe just celebrated his 85th year as a member 
of the Order and was recognized at the Roma Lodge gathering on May 
3rd.  Just three days later, on May 6th Joe passed away, with his family 
by his side, at the age of 96 in Lompoc, California. Joe’s parents, Adam 
Peter and Giovanna Signorelli came to America from northern Italy in 
the early 1900’s and farmed and ranched in the Lompoc area.  

The Signorelli Family were longtime members of the “G. Marconi” 
Lompoc Lodge #1575 established on August 31, 1930.  When the Lom-
poc lodge closed, members transferred their membership to the Santa 
Barbara Lodge #1552 which was established in 1929.  In 2009 the Santa 
Barbara Lodge closed, and members transferred their membership to the Roma Lodge #1573.  

Joe was born in Lompoc on October 26, 1934 and lived in the community for the next 96 years.  
Joe spent his childhood growing up and farming alongside his brothers, Peter Jr., and Frank. He 
often liked to recall stories of his childhood growing up in Honda Canyon and about the Lom-
poc he knew in his youth. Whether it was sharing the watermelon haul from his garden with 
his family and reminiscing about how they used to store them in the hay in the barn to prolong 
their shelf life when he was young or standing at the kitchen sink and making a joke about how 
running water is an invention because “they didn’t have this when I was a kid!”.

Joe’s wife Sylvia was a 67-year member of the Order and passed away in May of 2019.  Al-
though, they lived a long way from Tulare they were avid readers of the LeNotizie and followers 
of Roma Lodge activities.  Farewell Brother Joe Signorelli.  May you rest in peace.  You can read 
more about Joe’s incredible life at https://www.starbucklind.com/obituary/joe-signorelli 

Roma Lodge will start officially meeting in August.  In the meantime, the lodge had a gath-
ering of members and guests on May 3rd.   Nearly 60 members were on hand to receive their 
membership milestone certificates from the 2020 or 2021 year.  They enjoyed a box dinner, so the 
lodge would be in compliance with local COVID-19 guidelines, and had a great time. 

Harper DePaoli
with her 5-year certificate.

Joyce Hofstee and Matt Watkins 
received their 10-Year Membership Certificates.

Clint Curti
20-year member.

Amanda Luis
a 20-year member.

Nicole Clark and son Nolan
with her 25-year certificate.

Melissa Watkins, Larry Dutto and Michael 
DePaoli

30-year members.
Bill Benedetti

35-year member
Louis Benedetti
40-year member

Ken Bertorelli-Karen Pedroncelli
45-year members.

Janet Cabral, Lorraine Cleek and Maryann Luis
55-65-year members.

L-R: Jim Silveira-President, Jessica Weisser, Sofia Acosta, Chelsea 
Mullens, Joanne Hyman-Scholarship Chair.

Gold Country Lodge #2705
El Dorado Hills, CA

by Joanne Hyman-Scholarship Chair

The Gold Country Sons and Daughters of Italy Lodge #2705 
is proud to announce the winners of our 2021 Scholarship 
Awards.  In addition to recognizing them at their high school 
Scholarship Nights, we recognized them at our lodge awards 
dinner on May 18th. At that time each student presented their 
future plans. The two $500 awards were presented to Chelsea 
Mullens & Jessica Weisser. These awards are given to students 
of Italian descent who have demonstrated recognized partic-
ipation in school and community activities. Sofia Acosta was 
awarded $250 for outstanding achievement and participation 
in the four year Italian Language Program at Oakridge High 
School in El Dorado Hills, CA. This award does not require be-
ing of Italian decent. This is always the highlight of our May 
dinner meeting. Thank You Arietta Family for doing a fantastic 
job making & serving our dinner of Ravioli’s, salad and cele-
bratory cake.
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Eureka Lodge #1274
Eureka, CA

by Joe Bonino

Eureka Lodge #1274 held our second drive-up chicken and 
polenta fundraising dinner on May 8th at the Elks Club park-
ing lot. One hundred and seventy tickets were sold. 

     Thank you to the kitchen crew members:  John Salizzoni, 
Donna & Dave Olivieri, John Senestraro.Nick Giannini, Ralph 
& Nancy Giannini, Betty & Gene Senestraro, Erling Della-
balma, Pam Newby, and Eddie Morgan.

And the driveway crew of Alisa Luzzi, Julie Stagnoli, Bon-
nie DuMond, and Adena Bohn.

Special thanks to the Elks Lodge for their convection ovens.  
Dave reports that it cooked 400 chicken thighs in 25 minutes!

We lost two of our former members in 2021:  Leda Rossi and 
Bob Laffranchi. Though not very active in recent years Leda 
joined the Eureka Lodge in 1984.

She cheerfully took part in all of our dinner fundraisers 
and other events. Her renowned pasta sauce earned her the 
nickname “Mrs. Spaghetti” at the daycare she operated.  She 
is survived by two daughters, four grandchildren, and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Bob Laffranchi and his wife, Carol, founded the Loleta 
Cheese Factory.  He joined our Lodge in1996.  He was always 
very generous with his donations of cheese to Lodge raffles 
and events. His daughter Nicole received our Paul and Irene 
Pinochi Scholarship in 1994. Nicole used the scholarship to at-
tend Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles and while 
there founded the university’s student Italian-American club.

This year’s OSDIA convention will be held by zoom on June 
26th.  So, if you would like to watch, listen in, or want to make 
a comment contact our Lodge President John Salizzoni at 498-
0774.      

Have a safe and happy 4th of July!

Hello from Redding,
Shasta Lodge has now had two in-person general meetings and 
had a good turn out for the meeting in May. We also enjoyed 
having State Deputy John Jefsen and Lorna in attendance. We 
will have our annual hamburger and hotdog barbecue at the 
June meeting, prepared by the council.
BOCCE IS BACK! On Monday mornings, Sharon Roberts and 
Gerry Carroll have bocce practice at 8:30am for all who want to 
come and practice and play. You don’t need a team, just play 
with whoever is there. They usually have enough players for 
three full courts. And after a couple of games, those that want 
breakfast go across the street to one of our favorite restau-
rants…Lulu’s.
The City of Redding and Shasta Lodge are halfway through our 
Spring Bocce League play. The first night of league was very 
joyful, so nice seeing all our friends after a year of no bocce 
play. Lots of laughter and fun. John Tasello and Jim Giacomelli 
are the co-chairs with the City, we have eighteen teams, about 
half from Shasta Lodge. We play on Thursday evenings, then 
on Friday mornings, Jean Russell is in charge of a Senior Bocce 
League with eight teams.
Shasta Lodge is planning our first lodge event since March 
2020. It will be over by the time you read it here. We are having 
a Drive-Thru Spaghetti and meatball dinner. We very quickly 
sold out 275 tickets and are looking to feed about 300 people 
This is the first time in over 20 years that we have had a drive 
through dinner. A lot of prep has been done and we hope it 
goes well. It is nice to be able to work together again.
We hope all you Moms had a happy Mother’s Day, and you 
Dads enjoy Father’s Day.
Ciao,
Your friends from Shasta Lodge.

Shasta Lodge #2453
Redding, CA

by Carole Dellargione 

Crew working on bocce courts.  John Tasello, Gerry Carroll, Sharon 
Roberts, Jim Giacomelli, Bob Gullixson and John Zufall.

John Senestraro, Nick Giannini, John Salizzoni, and Erling Della-
balma stir polenta for Eureka Lodge’s

Annette DeModena delivers a polenta and chicken dinner to a hungry 
patron of Eureka’s drive thru on May 8th. 

PUZZLE ANSWERS

Italian history
Italy’s location on the Med-
iterranean linked it with the 
trade routes of the ancient 
civilisations that developed 
in the region. With the city 
of Rome’s rise to power, the 
Italian peninsula became the 
centre of a huge empire that 
lasted for centuries.
Love Italian history? Then 
check out our 10 facts about 
the Ancient Romans, here!

Italy’s first societies emerged 
around 1200 BC. Around 
800 BC, Greeks settled in the 
south and a civilisation called 
the Etruscans arose in central 
Italy.

By the sixth century BC, 
the Etruscans had created a 
group of states called Etruria. 
Meanwhile, Latin and Sa-
bine people south of Etruria 
merged to form a strong city-
state called Rome.

Etruscan kings ruled Rome 
for nearly a hundred years. 
But the Romans kicked out 
the Etruscans in 510 BC and 
went on to conquer the whole 
peninsula. They then set out 
to build a vast empire which, 
at its greatest extent in AD 
117, stretched from Portugal 
to Syria to Britain to North 
Africa. Pretty huge, eh?

The first sole emperor of 
Rome, Octavian, took power 
in 27 BC and took the name 
Augustus Caesar. The empire 
flourished for more than 400 
years, but by the fourth cen-
tury AD it was in decline. In 
395, the empire was split in 
two, and in 476, Germanic 
tribes from the north toppled 
the last emperor.

In the 12th century, Italian 
city-states began to rise again 
and grow rich on trade. But 
Italy remained a patchwork 
of territories, some of which 
were controlled by foreign 
powers. Beginning in 1859, 
an uprising forced the for-
eigners out, and in 1861 the 
Kingdom of Italy was pro-
claimed.

In 1914, Italy took the side of 
the United Kingdom and the 
United States in World War 
I, but was left in poverty at 
war’s end. Benito Mussolini 
and his Fascist Party rose to 
power soon after, promising 
to restore Italy to its former 
glory. He ruled as a dictator 
and entered World War II on 
the side of Germany and Ja-
pan. In the final days of the 
war in 1945, Mussolini was 
captured and executed.

Italian people and culture

Throughout history, Italian 
art, architecture and culture 
have had an influence around 
the world. Famed Italian 
painters include Leonardo 
da Vinci and Michelangelo. 
Italy is also at the heart of 
the Catholic Church, which 
is governed from the Vatican 
City, a city-state surrounded 
by Rome.



JUNE 2021	 IL LEONE	 PAGE 13

C. Colombo Lodge #1315
Anitoch, CA

by Zelda LeFrak-Belleci

Following Italian Tradition, Katy Castro was named after her 
grandmothe Caterina Bellini. Katy’s mother, Regina, was born 
in Uzine, a town in the Friuli region of Nothern Italy. After 
Regina’s marriage to G.I. David Castro, they made a home 
in Pittsburg California. Now retired, Katy, a Colombo Lodge 
Trustee, devotes four days a week to picking up donated food 
from Safeway Stores personally delivering the goods to com-
munity food banks.

Two women in one kitchen often means trouble. But these two 
women make it a joy! Carol Giannotti lives in Redwood City, 
California. Carol, age 97 is pictured visiting her daughter, Edna 
Esposito, Past President of C. Colombo Lodge. Seen above, the 
ladies are in the mood to make Italian cookies for the Mother’s 
Day family gathering, everyvody vaccinated!!!

You have met Richard and Mary Lucido, the grandparents of 
the former Grand Lodge Queen “little” Mary Lucido. During 
the pandemic Richard and “Nana” Mary took time and ener-
gy to refurbish the front yard of their Antioch home. Working 
with a landscape designer, contractor and stone artist they cre-
ated curb appeal par excellence.

Despite the pandemic, weddings did play a part in lives of 
loving couples. Though planned for large ceremonies and re-
ceptions, many dreams became small and strictly for family. 
C. Colombo Lodge member Amelia Nevis and fiancee Cory 
Alvarado were wed in the intimate ocean front ceremony by 
her Godmother Pamela Mendoza, surrounded only by close 
family. Acting as an attendant was the Maiden of Honor, Gi-
ulietta, the Bride’s daughter. The newly weds are making their 
new home in Fresno

Poem by DianaMinsky
member of the Columbia Lodge

Around and About Still Safe from Covid

ATTENTION PLEASE
Please remember the deadline for articles is on 
the 20th of each month.  

I appreciate all your help.
Thank you, Debbie Ure
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LODGE DIRECTORY
ANAHEIM

LODGE No. 2076
Anniv. May 3, 1958

ANAHEIM
PRES. MARIANN AITA

212 S. Kraemer Blvd Unit 207
Placentia , CA 92870

Phone: (201) 562-4786
Email: mareprincipessa@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Frances D’Errico

7424 E. Calle Durango
Anaheim Hills, CA  92808

Phone: (714) 469-1020
Email: derricofa@sbcglobal.net
Meeting 1st. Wed. 7:30 p.m.

NOT EVERY MONTH
Contact 

President Mariann Aita or 
Rec. Sec. Fran D’Errico
 for more details of date 

and place. 

BEATRICE PORTINARI
LODGE No. 1626
Anniv. Jan. 2, 1932

VALLEJO
PRES. PAM BINI
128 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Cell:  (707) 567-2938
Email: porterbini@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Penny Bellotti

Vallejo, CA 94590
Phone:  (707) 567-2938

Email: PSBellotti@comcast. 
net

Meets 2nd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Sons of Italy Hall
621 Carolina St.,
Vallejo, CA 94590

CAMELIA-COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1294
Anniv. June, 1924

KLAMATH FALLS, OR
PRES. OLIVER SPIRES
224 Mountain View Blvd.
Klamath Falls, OR 97601

Phone: (541) 891-8617
Email: ospires@charter.net

Rec. Secty. Louise Holst
780 Del Fatti Lane

Klamath Falls, OR 97603
Phone: (541) 883-8490

Email:laholst120@aol.com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

815 High Street
Klamath Falls, OR 97603

C. COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1315

Anniv. Aug. 31, 1924
ANTIOCH

PRES. CAROL ESPOSITO
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone: (925) 779-1969
Email: c_espo@att.net

Rec. Edna Esposito
223 West 5th St.

Antioch, CA 94509
Phone:(925) 978-3961

Email: Esposnca@sbcglobal.
net

Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
Antioch Senior Center

415 W. 2nd Street
Antioch, CA 94509

CENTINELA VALLEY
LODGE  No. 1991

Anniv. Mar. 20, 1949
TORRANCE

PRES. STEVE GUTHRIE
1152 E. 1st St. #201

Long Beach, CA 90802
Phone: (310) 483-4383

Email: stvegut@yahoo.com
Rec. Secty.  Lisa Hayes

1731 235th St.
Torrance, CA  90501

Phone:  (310) 381-9071
Meets 2nd Wed. 7 p.m.
Order Sons of Italy Hall

1744 W. Carson St.
Torrance, CA 90501

CESARE BATTISTI
LODGE No. 1518

Anniv. Jan. 28, 1929
PETALUMA

PRES: Ernie Giono
50 Circulo Puerto

Rohnert Park, CA 94928
Phone:   (707) 585-2928

Email: erng1624@aol.com
Rec.Secty. Anna Biggio

125 Rogue Moraes
Mill Valley, CA 94941

Phone: (415) 388-1998
Email: sonoioann@gmail.

com
2nd Sunday 2:00 p.m.

    Rancho Grande
    5900 Snyder Lane

    Rohnert Park, CA94928

COLUMBIA
LODGE No. 1940

Anniv. July 30, 1944
SAN MATEO

PRES. ANGELO FANUCCHI
 3721 Wilshire Ave.

   San Mateo, CA 94403
Phone: (650) 678-1993
Email:angsm42@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Angie Fanucchi

3721 Wilshire Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94403

Phone: (650) 678-1993
Email: angsm42@gmail.com

Meets 4th Tues, 11:00 a.m.
Peninsula Italian American 

Social Club
100 North B Street

San Mateo, CA 94401

COLOMBO-STELLA
LODGE No. 1149

Anniv. Sept. 22, 1922
FRESNO

PRES. OLIVIA DELIDDO
6577 E. Kerckhoff
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 312-5151
Rec Secty Steven Barra

850 W. Jensen
Fresno, CA 93706

Phone: (559) 974-2345
Meets 3rd Tues. 6:30 p.m.

Contact Olivia Deliddo
For Details

CORNELIA-VITA
NUOVA

LODGE No. 1198
Anniv. April 21, 1923

SAN FRANCISCO
PRES. ANGELA SILVA

625 H St. NE #444
Washington DC 20002
Phone:  (650) 291-3595

Email:silva.angela110290@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Carla Silva

1301 Williams Ave.
San Bruno, CA 94066

Phone:  (415) 308-8254
No information on meeting 

place

CRISTOFORO COLOMBO
LODGE No. 1534

Anniv. June 14, 1929
RENO, NV

PRES. PAMELA RICCI
12540 Creek Crest Dr

Reno, NV 89511
Phone: (775) 851-2169

email: pam@riccihomes.com
Rec. Secty.  Paul Romero

12410 Westridge Dr. 
Reno, NV 89511

Phone (775) 772-5476
Email: paul@redstonenv.

com
Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Thomas Aquinas Cathedral
310 W 2nd St.

Reno, NV 89503

DIABLO VALLEY
LODGE No. 2167

Anniv. Feb. 13, 1966
PLEASANT HILL

PRES. LINDA PARENT TASCA
4014 Lynwood Ct.

Concord, CA 94519
Phone:  (925) 825-2560

Rec. Secty. Francine Loyd
225 Rainbow Dr.

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: (925) 933-1578

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
VARIOUS LOCATIONS

DESERT VALLEY
LODGE No. 2352

Anniv. Sept. 21, 1975
VICTORVILLE

PRES. RON MANNA
9018 Guava Ave.

     Hesperia, CA 92345
Phone: (760) 218-7972

Email:sgt247@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Minnie Lopez-Baffo
19560 Rolling Greens Dr.
Apple Valley, CA 92308
Phone: (626) 422-0551

Email: carminnie@earthlink.net
Meets 2nd Tues. 5:00 p.m.
Brookdale at Apple Valley
11825 Apple Valley Rd. 
Apple Valley, CA 92308

DOLLY SINATRA
LODGE No. 2400

Anniv. May 29, 1977
PALM SPRINGS

PRES. JOSEPH LAPORTA 
1536 Enclave way

Palm Springs CA 92262
Phone: (760) 219-9171

Email: joeydoor@dc.rr.com
Rec. Sec.  Julia D’Elia
    2060 Rochelle Road

    Palm Springs, CA 92262
   Phone: 760 333-5794

Email: 
Meets 2nd Tues. 6:00 p.m.
Dolly Sinatra Lodge Hall

1700 Sahara
Palm Springs, CA 92262

ENRICO CARUSO
LODGE No. 1463

Anniv. June 27, 1927
VISALIA

PRES. LARRY ROMANAZZI
1150 N.Rossmoor Ct.

Visalia, CA 93291
Phone: (559) 733-1461

Email: larry@msrcpa.com
Rec. Secty.Pam Buldo

 Phone: (559) 799-8697
Email: pjbuldo@aol.com
Meets 2nd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

Visalia Sons of Italy Hall
4211 W. Goshen Ave.

Visalia, CA 93291

EUREKA
LODGE No. 1274

Anniv. Mar. 16, 1924
EUREKA

PRES. JOHN SALIZZONI
P.O. Box 3131

Eureka, CA  95502-3131
Phone: (707)498-0774

EMAIL: eddie.alexander.
Rec. Secty. Laura Lazzarotto

2911 C Street
Eureka, CA  95501

Phone: (707) 499-6674
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
St. Bernard’s Parish Hall

7th & “I” Streets
Eureka, CA 95501

Email: sonsofitalyeureka@
gmail.com

FRATELLANZA
GARIBALDINA

LODGE No. 1627
Anniv. Apr. 17, 1932

SAN DIEGO
PRES. SAL DENARO
130 Lancer Avenue

Oceanside, CA 92058
Phone: (760) 717-7981

Email: saljd55@cox.net
Rec. Secty. Vincenzo Ruffino

3552 32nd Street
San Diego, CA 92104

Phone:  (619) 922 5839
Email: vruffino5250@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:00 P.M.

Portuguese Hall
2818 Avenida De Portugal

San Diego, CA 92106

GIUSEPPE VERDI
LODGE No. 1441

Anniv. Sept. 6, 1927
SPARKS, NV

PRES. MARIANNE CAMP-
BELL

Address: 1660 Medolla Dr. 
Sparks, NV 89434

Phone: (775) 560-8199
Email: mnc0107@

sbcglobal.net
Rec. Secty. Monica Domini

4790 Caughlin Parkway #502
Reno, NV 89519

Phone:  (775) 843-3733
Email: monicadomini@gmail.

com
Meets 4th Tues. 7:00 p.m.
Immaculate Conception 

Church - Social Hall
2900 N. McCarran Blvd.

Sparks, NV 89431

GOLD COUNTRY
LODGE No. 2705

Anniv. July 20, 1996
EL DORADO HILLS

PRES. JIM SILVEIRA
1150 St. Andrews

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Phone: (916) 939-6445

Email:inspectorjim@yahoo.
com

Rec. Secty. Bev Scotch
3225 Stonehurst Dr. 

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Email: bevscotch@gmail.

com
Meets 3rd Tues. 7:00 p.m.
5011 Golden Foothill #7

El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

HACIENDA
LODGE No. 2168

Anniv. Apr. 17, 1966
WHITTIER

PRES. BILL VIVERTO
1021 Clintwood Ave

La Puente, CA 91744
Phone:(626) 261-2879

Email: bverdo@aol.com
Rec. Secty. Carrie Harrison
2520 Summershade Dr.

La Habra 90631 
Phone: (562) 400-9663
Email: OPCarrie@cs.com 

Meets 2nd Mon. 8 p.m.
Masonic Hall

7604 Greenleaf Avenue
Whittier, CA 90602

HANFORD
LODGE No. 1543

Anniv. July 27, 1929
HANFORD

PRES. LOUISE SILACCI
P.O. Box 8344 

Armona, CA 93202
Phone: (559) 639-9800
Email:  silaccilu@gmail.

com
Rec.Secty. Brittney Little

1203 Mary St.
Hanford,CA 93230

Phone # 559-380-6411
Email: little08@mail.fres-

nostate.edu
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

Hanford Fraternal Hall
1015 N. 10th Avenue
Hanford, CA 93230

JOANNE COCCIA
LODGE No. 2553

Anniv. Feb. 19, 1984
FONTANA

PRES. PAUL FINAZZO
8888 Tamarind Ave
Fontana, CA 92335

Phone: (909) 822-8740
Email: pffin@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Michaelynn Minicucci
522 E. Lugonia, Apt A
Redlands, CA 92374

Phone: (909) 855-5437
Email: michaelynn66@live.com

Meets 3rd Sun. 1:00 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

16432 Merrill Ave.
Fontana, CA 92335

LA COSTA DEI FIORI
LODGE No. 2424

Anniv. Oct. 22, 1978
ENCINITAS

PRES. SAL PROVENZA
7900 Calle Oliva 

Carlsbad, CA 92009
Phone: 760-634-2029

Email:sprovenza@aol.com
Rec Secty. Dan Gizzo 

P.O. Box 9718
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 

92067
Phone: (858) 461-4069
dangizzo@hotmail.com
Meets 2nd Wed. 6:00 p.m.

St. Johns Catholic Church
1001 Encinitas Blvd
Encinitas, CA 92024

MODESTO
LODGE No. 2021

Anniv. Apr. 20, 1952
MODESTO

PRES. MARY MICELI
1417 Santa Paula Dr. 
Modesto, CA 93555

Phone: (209) 527-5818
Email: marymiceli49@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Antonella Turchetti

2604 Fiedier Way
Modesto, CA 95355

Phone: (209} 51-5987 
Email: camogli@sonic.net

Meets 2nd Fri. 5:30 p.m.
Grace Lutheran Church
617 W. Orangeburg Ave. 

Modesto, CA
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LODGE DIRECTORY
WEST END

LODGE No. 2127
Anniv. June 10, 1962

RANCHO CUCAMONGA
PRES. GABE DOMENICI

1034 Apple Blossom
Corona, CA 92881

Phone: (951) 258-8130
Email: gdomen01@msn.

com
Rec. Secty Robin Sindicich

154A W Foothill Blvd. Ste. 131
Upland, CA 91786

Phone: (909) 919-6049
Email: robinsin@earthlink.net

 Meets 2nd Wed. 7:00 p.m.
7945 N. Vineyard Ave.,

Rancho Cucamonga, CA  91730

NAPA
LODGE No. 2043

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1955
NAPA

PRES. ANNA GRAEBER
4206 Chardonnay Ct. 

Napa, CA 94558
Phone:  (707) 255-5242

Email: am.graeber@gmail.com
Rec. Secty.   Tracy Warr

  1523 Palmer St.
  Napa, CA 94559

Meets 4th Mon. 6:30 p.m.
Meets Napa Senior Center 

1501 Jefferson
Napa, CA 9459

NORTHERN SOLANO
LODGE No. 2534

Anniv. Jan. 16, 1983
FAIRFIELD

PRES.  DON CRADDUCK 
2659 Laurel Dr.

Fairfield, CA 94533
Phone(707) 372-5151

Email: atoothmkr@com-
cast.net 

Rec. Secty. Shirley Firpo
8057 N. Meridian Rd.

Dixon, CA 95620
Phone (707) 678-2455
Email: slfirpo@jps.net

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Fairfield Senior Center

1200 Civic Center Drive
Fairfield, CA 94533

PUGLIESE
LODGE No. 1375

Anniv. Sept. 5, 1925
LOS ANGELES

PRES.MICHAEL DIGIURO
1957 Mt. Shasta Drive
San Pedro, CA 90732

Phone: (310) 522-9224 
Email: mgdigiuro@yahoo.com 
Rec. Secty. Rosemarie Vanderhaar

801 West Duarte Road #I
Monrovia, CA 91016

Phone: (626) 254-0449
Email: rgeorev@aol.com

Meets 1st Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
Casa Italiana

1039 N. Broadway
Los Angeles, CA 90012

RENAISSANCE
LODGE No. 2259

Anniv. Mar. 4, 1972
ORANGE

PRES: MARY JANE CAMBRIA
2539 Back Bay Loop

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
Phone: (714) 749-7777

Email: maryjane@mjcambria.com
Rec. Secty. Denise Meinhardt

1324 Rickey Ave
Anaheim, CA 92802

Email: dmeiny@gmail.com
Meets 3rd Wed. 7pm
Renaissance Lodge

1526 Brookhollow Dr #76
Santa Ana, Ca 92705

RODOLFO VALENTINO
LODGE No. 1449
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1927

CLOVIS
PRES.CAROL WATSON

4308 N. Dewitt Ave 
Fresno, CA 93727

Phone: (559) 906-3721
Email: watson1565@aol.com

Rec. Secty. Meri Sorrells
3341 N. Emperor
Fresno, CA 93737

Phone: (559) 292-3469
Meets 3rd Mon. 6:30 p.m.

Notre Dame Hall
333 8th St.,

Clovis, CA 93612

ROMA
LODGE No. 1573

Anniv. May 25, 1930
TULARE

PRES. LARRY DUTTO
1804 South Tamarack 

Visalia,CA 93277
Phone: (559) 901-4683
Email: louis.benedetti@

yahoo.com 
Rec.Secty. Kathryn Gomes 

2667 Clarete St. 
Tulare, CA 93274

Phone: (559) 331-0025
Meets 1st Mon. 6:30 p.m.

International Agri-
Centre-Social Hall

4450 S. Laspina
Tulare, CA 93274

ROSEVILLE
LODGE No. 1413
Anniv. Apr. 4, 1926

ROSEVILLE
PRES. MARLENE CRISTANELLI 

2924 Carradale Dr.
Roseville, CA 95661

Phone: (916) 791-3753
Email: 20aces17@gmail.com   

Rec. Secty.  Marcia Ceciliot
31 Clancy CT

Phone: (916) 316-0123
Email: SonsofItalyRoseville@gmail.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:30 p.m.
 106 Sutter Ave.

 Roseville, CA 95678

SACRAMENTO
LODGE No. 1352

Anniv. Feb. 8, 1925
SACRAMENTO

PRES. DAN MARINELLI
340 Cabot Court

Granite Bay, CA 95746
Phone: (916) 698-2928
Email: dan.r.marinelli@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Verna Carboni

   8345 Keenan Court
   Sacramento, CA 95828
Phone:  (916) 747-5585
Meets 2nd Wed. 7:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Hall

5961 Newman Court
Sacramento, CA 95819

SADDLEBACK VALLEY
LODGE No. 2566

Anniv. Nov. 17, 1984
MISSION VIEJO

PRES. HANK LOWINGER
6545 Valley Drive

Riverside, CA 92505
Phone: (909) 557-4585
E-mail: hanklowinger@

yahoo.com
Rec. Secty. Bernadine Neil

2899 Baker St.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
Phone: (714) 979-2996

Email: bernie1339@sbcglobal.net
Meets 2nd Friday  6:00 p.m.

Norman P. Murray Senior Center
24932 Veterans Way

Mission Viejo, CA 92692

SANTA ROSA
LODGE No. 1898
Anniv. July 5, 1940

SANTA ROSA
PRES. JOAN 

ACQUISTAPACE
113 Brooktrail Ct.

Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 292-1480
Rec. Secty. Sue Tunstall

115 Brooktrail Ct.
Santa Rosa, CA 95409
Phone: (707) 570-7779

Email: sinamon219@att.net
Meets 2nd Mon. 6:00 p.m.

 Brookwood Mobile Estates
7000 Montecito Blvd.

(Mobile Park)
 Santa Rosa, CA 95409

SHASTA
LODGE No. 2453

Anniv. Feb. 23, 1980
REDDING

PRES. JIM NOBILI
2391 Cumberland Dr. 
Redding, CA 96001

Phone: (530) 243-4127
Email: rjnobili@sbcglobal.

net
Rec Secty. Sharon Roberts
1767 Capistrano Walk

Redding, CA 96003
Phone: (530) 221-0720
email: jimandsharon@

charter.net
Meets 3rd Mon. 7:00 p.m.

Sons of Italy Hall
4850 Cedars Road
Redding, CA 96001

ST. HELENA
LODGE No. 2077

Anniv. May 28, 1958
ST HELENA

PRES. DONNA LEE COSTA
1801 Trower Ave
Napa, CA 94558

Phone: (707) 258-2499
Email: 2begrumpy@gmail.com

Rec. Secty. Keely Dodd
1475 Sulphur Springs Ave

St. Helena, CA 94574
Phone: (707) 251-9558
Email: keelejo@hotmail.

com
Meets 1st Wed. 7:00 p.m.

Native Sons Hall
1313 Spring Street

St. Helena, CA 94574

UKIAH
LODGE No. 2104

Anniv. Apr. 24, 1960
REDWOOD VALLEY

PRES: GARY DOGALI
P. O. Box 53

Redwood Valley, CA 95470
Phone (707) 485-8233

Email: sdogali@outlook.com
Rec. Secty. Mary Lynn Hunt

2581 Mill Creek Rd.
Ukiah, CA 95482

Phone: (707) 462-7935
Email: ml_laviletta@msn.com

Meets 4th Wed. 6:00 p.m.
8650 East Road

Redwood Valley, CA 95470

VALLEY OF THE MOON
LODGE No. 1959

Anniv. May 17, 1947
SONOMA

PRES. PAUL GRANT
22500 Burndale Rd. 
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone:  (707) 815-8410
Email: 101727PDG@gmail.

com
Rec. Secty. Karen Carroll

P.O. Box 198
Sonoma, CA 95476

Phone: (707) 938-1295
Email: karenecar@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Tues. 7:30 p.m.
Veterans Memorial Bldg.

126 First Street, West
Sonoma, CA 95476

VINCENZO BELLINI
LODGE No. 2519

Anniv. May 29, 1982
CHICO

PRES. MICHAEL SMITH
1020 Lori Drive

Chico, CA 95972
Phone:  (530) 682-5641

Email: vettemikie@sbcglobal.
net

Rec. Secty.Yvette Sanfillipo
16 Jac-O-Lyn Way
Chico, CA 95973

Phone: (530) 519-2974
Email: bellayvettechico@yahoo.com

Meets 3rd Thurs. 6:00 p.m.
2775 Nord Avenue
Chico, CA 95973

VIRGILIO
LODGE No. 1586
Anniv. Jan. 4, 1931

VALLEJO
PRES. RAY BINI
128 Nalisty Drive,
Vallejo CA 94590

Phone: (707) 688-3751
Email: Raymond.Bini@

gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Steve Branch 

7 Sleepy Hollow Ct.
Vallejo, CA 94590

Phone: (707) 486-2948
Email: coffeebe@pacbell.net

Meets 2nd Tues. 8:00 p.m.
O.S.I. Hall, 621 Carolina St.

Vallejo, CA 94590

WATSONVILLE
LODGE No. 2016

Anniv. Nov. 18, 1951
WATSONVILLE

PRES. JANEY LEONARDICH
940 Green Valley Rd.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 722-7958

Email: sweeete940@gmail.com
Rec. Secty. Casey Clark

30 9th St.
Watsonville, CA 95076
Phone: (831) 210-9577

Email: kcpres@yahoo.com
Meets 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.
Watsonville Women’s Club

12 Brennan St.
Watsonville, CA 95076

WEED
LODGE No. 1269
Anniv. Jan. 6, 1924

WEED
PRES. RICHARD NEGRO                                                                                         
 Address: 17417 Jackrabbit 

Road Weed, CA 96094 
Phone: 530-938-3079
Email: italianmomo@

outlook.com 
Rec. Secty. Peggy Soletti

P. O. Box 130
Weed, CA 96094 

Phone: (530) 938-2881
Email: sole@cot.net

Meets 1st Wed. 6:00 p.m.
Sons of Italy Memorial Hall

155 Clay Street
Weed, CA 96094

Become a Sponsor of Il Leone!
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I'm an Italian American
I am an Italian-American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil, drenched by the 

Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains.
I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. 

My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. 
My thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil, the creations of Dante, and 

the philosophy of Benedetto Croce. I am an Italian-American, and from my

ancient world, I first spanned the seas of the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.
I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John Cabot, discoverer of

the mainland of North America.
I am Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of Illinois, colo-
nizer of Louisiana and Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti.

I am Filippo Mazzei, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of

man was written into the Bill of Rights.
I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence.

I am an Italian-American. I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark

and accompanied him through the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Wisconsin, and Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo.
I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines.

I am Alessandro Malaspina.
I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823.

I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo 

of America. I am Constantino Brumidi.
In 1904, I founded in San Francisco, the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America,

the largest financial institution in the world. I am A. P. Giannini.
I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America.

First enlisted man to win the medal of Honor in World War II,

I am John Basilone of New Jersey.
I am an Italian-American. I am the million strong who served in America’s armies 

and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries

from Guadalcanal to the Rhine.
I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California,

the textile designer in Manhattan, the movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker

and the breadwinner in 10,000 communities.
I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who

understands history, its agonies and its triumphs can love it and serve it.

I will not be told that my contribution is any less nor my role not as

worthy as that of any other American.
I will stand in support of this nation’s freedom and promise against all foes. My heritage has dedicated 

me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it.

I Am An Italian-American.

by Angelo Bianchi, Esq.


